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HudHon'ii  Day, 
Journal  731, 
|>aK«224. 


55  Drvonbiiirb  Street 
Portland  Place 
26th    Novb:     1823. 


T.  Bakkow,  Esqr. 
ikc. 


<&o. 


Dkar  Sir, — The  interest  taken  bv  you  in  every  bninoh  of  science  con- 
nectid  with  the  Miiritime  welfare  of  thin  Country  and  above  all  the  manner 
in  which  you  imve  promoted  the  Progrens  of  Arctic  Geography,  and  tlie 
attemptN  to  discover  a  North  West  Passage  have  encouraged  me  to  lay 
before  you  a  plan  for  the  prosecution  of  an  Kxpedition  over  land  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Mc'Kenzie's  Uiver  and  thence  along  the  Shore  to  the  North 
Western  extremity  of  America. 

I  am  well  aware  that  the  sympathy  excited  in  the  British  Public  by  the 
suflforings  of  those  engaged  in  the  late  Journey  to  the  Mouth  of  the  Copper 
Mine  River  and  the  humane  repugnance  of  the  British  Government  to  a 
like  fate,  even  though  they  them  selves  rught  be  ready  to  encounter  it  will 
occasion  many  to  startle  at  ihe  mention  jf  another  Land  Expedition. 

I  trust  however  to  shew  satisfactorily  that  in  the  proposed  course  similar 
dangers  are  not  to  be  apprehended,  while  the  objects  to  Ije  attained  are 
important  at  once  to  the  Naval  Character  and  to  the  Commercial  Interests 
of  Great  Britain. 

On  the  former  occasion  the  party  left  England  without  any  previous 
notice  Either  to  the  Traders  residing  in  those  parts  of  America  or  the 
Indians,  and  without  any  preparation  for  its  approach. 

The  Expedition  and  its  objects  were  alike  strange  to  those  among  whom 
it  came,  and  they  not  knowing  in  what  estimation  to  regard  either,  it  had 
U^  iight  its  way  step  by  step  against  increiising  obstacles  while  the  animosity 
then  existing  between  the  Hudson's  Bay  and  the  North  West  Company 
rendered  any  assistance  received  from  the  one,  a  Source  of  Suspicion,  and 
Jealousy  in  the  other. 

From  this  cause  originated  the  injurious  reports  spread  by  Mr.  Weeks,  to 
which,  may  be  mainly  attributed  the  neglect  and  reluctance  of  the  Copper 
Indians,  and  many  of  the  disasters  which  ensued. 

Notwithstanding  these  disadvantages  and  the  Labour  attending  the 
obstructed  navigation  of  the  Copper  Mine  River,  the  ditKculties  encountered 
during  the  voyage  to  the  Sea  and  along  the  Coast  were  only  such  as  Cour- 
age and  Prudence  could  surmount,  and  it  was  not  till  its  return  across  the 
Barren  lands,  that  the  Expedition  experienced  the  horrors  of  Famine  or 
indeed  any  serious  inconvenience.  It  had  then  t3  march  through  the  most 
dreary  and  desolate  part  of  North  America,  where  the  want  of  fuel  and 
Herbage  renders  the  animals  few  in  number,  and  the  Indians  rare  and  pre- 
carious visitors. 

Nevertheless  the  party  would  probably  have  l)een  able  to  procure  sub- 
sistence but  for  a  sudden  and  premature  Winter  which  cau.sed  every  living 
thing  immediately  to  migrate  to  the  South.  The  nature  and  resources  of 
the  Country  are  now  much  better  understood,  the  Rival  Companies  have 
united,  the  Directors  here  are  desirous  of  the  prosecution  of  the  inquiry  ; 
and  its  Agents  abroad  will  be  prepared  by  their  order  to  assist  and  respect 
those  who  may  be  appointed. 

The  navigation  of  the  McKenzie's  River  is  free  from  Ice  at  an  early 
period  of  the  Summer  and  impeded  only  by  one  Rapid  of  any  Consequence. 
The  posts  in  its  vicinity  are  better  supplied  with  Food,  and  continued  a 
1— IJ  a 
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conMicl«ral>le  dintanM  down  th(^  Rivpr  :  wliiln  the  formor  Expedition  hns 
establinlD-d  friendly  relatioHH  with  ■omu  uf  the  Indian  TribeH  who  frequent 
that  quarter. 

The  Country  to  the  wmtward  Im  alHo  much  lean  barren  than  that  pasted 
on  the  former  ncoanion.  From  the  r«()ort  of  the  Indinni)  Treen  are  found  on 
tlie  biinkH  of  the  River  to  within  a  nhort  distance  from  thf  Sea;  and  Fuel 
in  supplied  by  the  drift  wcmhI  on  the  nhore  The  elimnto  in  likuwiHe  less 
severe  the  Soil  more  prcHluctivn  and  lN>th  Men  and  AnimaN  more  abund- 
ant ,  the  KM(|uimAUx  alno  frequent  this  CoiiNt  and  tho  experience  of  travel- 
lers liiiH  giMUTiilly  Hhown  them  to  )m<  a  most  peaceful  and  friftidly  People. 

1  have  no  doubt  that  through  the  means  of  nn  Interpreter  who  can  be 
procured  from  the  Hudson  h  Bay  Company  a  Communication  may  l)o  opened 
will)  them  productive  both  of  Information  and  A.HHiMtance.  I  would  there- 
fore pro|)0.ie  that  the  Directors  of  the  (combined  Companys  under  the 
Auspices  and  Instructions  of  His  Maje.sty's  (iovoriiment  should  send  out 
AilviceH  t4i  their  Aftonts  in  America  this  Season  by  way  of  Canada  of  the 
approach  of  the  Kxiiedition  ;  this  Agent  should  Im)  directe<l  X^.  provide 
df{Mmits  of  Pn>visions  ai,  t^very  I'oMt  along  the  mute  fron«  Canada  to  their 
last  Station  on  the  McKenzie's  Uiver  ;  he  should  also  causf>  a  Winter  habi- 
tation for  the  party  to  Isi  constructed  anil  stored  witli  everything  needful 
at  whatever  place  miglit  be  appointed  ;  the  means  of  transport  should  l)e 
prepared  at  every  Post  and  a  party  of  Indian  liuntjrs  held  in  readiness  at 
the  Winter  Establishment. 

The  Expetlition  consisting  of  two  otKceis  and  twelve  British  Seamen  or 
Marines  (in  the  selection  of  whom  good  marks  men  and  Mechanics  must  be 
preferred)  should  then  leave  Kr.gland  by  the  same  route  in  the  February 
following,  that  in  the  beginning  of  1H'_'5  and  in  conse(|uence  of  these  pre- 
vious arrangeiiients  might  easily  reach  the  ne''glibourh<K)d  of  the  Sea  during 
the  Summer  of  that  year,  and  Winter  at  the  propo-^ed  habitation.  I  would 
suggest  the  We8l;*rn  extremity  of  the  Ureat  Bear  Lake,  as  a  unnvenient 
Spot  from  the  abundance  of  Fish  and  the  friendly  disposition  of  the  Hook 
and  other  Indian  Chiefs  while  the  distanuu  from  the  direct  courae  is  so 
trilling  and  the  Ice  in  the  Stream  which  connects  the  Lake  and  River  breaks 
up  so  Early  that  there  can  l>e  no  doubt  (»f  its  beini,'  able  to  regain  its  course 
before  the  latter  becomes  navigable. 

It  might  perhaps  be  desirable  that  the  Commander  of  the  Expedition 
should  Winter  as  near  as  possible  to  the  Sea,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
the  earliest  intelligence  of  changes  in  the  Ice  and  of  opening  coimnunica- 
tions  with  the  Indians  and  Es(|uimaux  to  the  North  ward  ;  but  the  point 
already  mentioned  appears  to  mu  the  moct  advisable  Station  for  the  bulk  of 
the  Party. 

The  Ice  in  the  McKenzies  River  usually  l>reaks  up  alx^ut  the  lOtliof  Juno 
and  in  the  fcUowing  Summer  (18"J6)  the  Expedition  in  two  Boats  or  Canoes 
attended  by  such  others  as  might  be  lu'cessary  either  for  protection  or  to 
assist  in  Transport  as  fur  as  the  mouth  of  the  River  should  be  prepared 
immediately  to  follow  it  to  the  Sea  and  to  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of 
proceeding  to  the  Westward  receiving  on  boaril  at  the  la.st  moment  all  the 
supplies  they  could  carry. 

It  might  perhaps  be  even  possible  to  provide  deposits  of  provisions  along 
a  part  of  the  C'last  so  as  still  to  delay  any  encroachment  on  their  store.  It 
may  be  here  well  to  notice  that  the  boats  proposed  to  be  used  should  be  sent 
out  from  England  by  the  next  Hud.oon's  Bay  Ship  to  York  Factory  and  for- 
warded by  the  Company's  servants  to  Fort  Chipawyim  in  readiness  ;  Canoes 
should  likewise  l)e  provided  in  case  of  accident  to  the  Boats  and  as  a  further 
resource  a  means  of  building  a  lioat  fnmi  the  wood  on  the  banks  of  the 
McKenzies  River  should  be  also  sent.  Should  the  Season  be  ordinarily 
favorable  the  shore  not  very  much  indented  nor  jutting  out  very  far  to  the 
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Nortliwani  (whicli  lai«t  (lo«>8  not  iipf>eiir  probiil>le)  it  in  plain  thnt  the  Kxpe- 
(lition  would  ttHHily  reiicli  ley  Cii|>«  \t\  tli«  counte  of  tlie  hkhip  Hummer,  in  the 
Autuniii  of  wliieh  a  Sliip  mit(ht  \w  ilirccltMl  to  nwvX,  it  iit  Kot/.ebues  Sound 
or  any  known  piirt  on  \\w  mninliind  of  AniHrim  mirthwiird  of  it,  to  hring 
\\w  I'lirty  lioniH,  or  furniHli  it  witli  supplicH  for  tlii>ir  n-turn  by  I^nd.  It 
may  Im*  nuittrr  of  conHidtTiition  wlu'tlwr  it  would  not  Im-  \vt>il  in  (■o-'j|)eration 
with  ihn  Kx|><>dition  to  i'aus<»  a  survey  to  Im'  niudc  of  the  Const  between  the 
McKeii/ieN  and  Copper  Mine  Hivers  aa  well  a«4  fioiu  KepuUe  Bay  to  I'oint 
Turn  a^tiin. 

Tlie  objects  to  be  attained  liy  th«^  proposed  ICxpedition  aix>  evidently  the 
deterniinaiion  of  the  Northern  shores  of  America  in  a  clearer  and  more 
decisive  manner  than  may  piobably  evei'  be  accomplished  in  those  hititudes 
by  vessels,  owinji  'o  the  nunibfrof  Islands  and  the  difhcully  of  diHtinguish- 
ing  between  a  Strait  and  an  Inlet. 

i'he  Commercial  and  Political  iidvaniHges  to  be  ensured  is  the  preserva- 
tion of  that  portion  of  the  Count  ly  which  is  most  rich  in  animals  from  the 
encroachments  of  Kussia  and  the  {uevuntin;^  tlie  KHtablishnient  of  anotlier 
at  some  peritwl  perhaps  a  hostile  INnver  on  any  part  of  the  Nortl'^'^n  Con- 
tinent of  America.  I  may  perhaps  l)e  pemiitlcd  to  add  my  opinion  that  it 
belniijjs  to  the  hi;;!)  charactei- which  ( iieat  Ibil.i'',  '  as  idways  maintained 
not  to  allow  h(>rself  to  b<t  antici|)aied  l>y  anv  other  ^  ion  in  an  object  for 
which  she  ha.*  thou^'ht  it  worth  her  while  to  contend. 

Should  it  be  objected  that  llie  ICxpeditioii  intends  d  to  sail  in  the  Spring 
under  the  f)rder  of  t'aptn.  I'aiiy  will  if  suci  ■  -ful  "'nder  the  proposed 
Land  .Journey  uniiece.ssaiy,  I  would  ol)serve  tl.  -  even  supp'  in;;  him  to  be 
favour  'I  with  a  Season  as  auspiciiais  a>  that  undei  i.liich  he  explored 
r*iJi  ■>  .er  Sound  it  is  scarcely  to  b<  expected  thn  h  •  t;in  attain  a  much 
;;reater  <le;;ree  of  N\'cstern  Lon;;itude  than  the  mouth  of  McKenzie.s  lliver, 
bofoie  the  closo  of  the  second  Summer  in  which  case  the  Party  intended  'j 
track  the  shore  would  be  able  to  stirt  a  month  or  six  weeks  sooner  than 
the  Sim  would  be  navigable  for  largiu-  vessels,  while  fiom  the  couf-.'*  sug- 
gested to  be  pursued  by  Captn.  Parry  it  is  possible  that  the  passage  if 
ac<-omplislie(l  may  be  made  in  a  hii^her  latitude  so  as  still  to  leave  the  Coast 
open  to  the  Investigation  of   liuvsia. 

With  regard  to  Captn.  Kotzebue  I  have  little  fear  that  he  would  be  able 
to  forestal  an  I'lxpeditiun  .sent  out  in  the  numner  and  at  the  time  which  I 
have  suggested. 

The  previous  voyage  to  Behring's  Straits  will  occupy  one  year.  He  is 
then  directed  (if  his  iiistructioiis  correspond  with  as  has  been  reported)  in 
the  tirst  instance  to  re-survey  a  part  of  his  former  discoseries  and  should  he 
succeed  during  the  suimner  of  1H"25  in  doubling  ley  Cape,  it  is  not  likely 
that  he  can  afterwards  in  tiie  same  season  make  nmch  jirogress  to  the  East- 
ward. In  182()  the  observation  made  with  regard  to  Captn.  Parry  applies 
with  e(|ual  foice  to  him. 

The  land  paity  would  be  able  to  set  out  at  least  a  month  or  six  weeks 
before  his  ship  could  be  clear  of  the  Ice,  and  should  it  only  succeed  in  reach- 
ing the  Longitude  where  the  Rocky  Mountains  approach  the  Sea  before  it 
is  met  by  the  Russians  of  which  1  think  little  doubt  can  be  entertained  a 
consid(!rable  Track,  and  that  the  most  valuable  would  still  be  .secured  to  the 
British  Government  and  its  Fur  Trading  Comjjany. 

It  is  plain  from  the  letters  from  Admiral  Ivrusenstern  addressed  to  you 
which  Captn.  Parry  has  shewn  me,  that  the  exertions  of  Russia  are  directed 
to  the  increa.se  of  the  Fur  Trade  and  *\\c  extension  of  her  Dominions  in  the 
Northern  part  of  America,  but  I  am  gratified  to  perceive  that  with  great 
liberality  of  sentiment  he  recommends  to  you  Mie  course  which  I  have  pro- 
posed. 
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I  have  only  to  add  that  if  any  Expedition  should  be  decided  on,  I  beg  to 
offer  myself  for  euiployment  on  that  service. 

I  have, 

(Signed)         JOHN  FRANKLIN. 


Journal, 
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DowxiNfi  Street, 

21st  October,  1824. 

J.  H.  Pellt,  Esqr. 

Sib, — I  am  directed  by  Lord  Bathurst  to  transmit  to  you  the  Copy  of  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Comm.ssioncr  Barclay  on  the  subject  of  the  probable  course 
of  the  Boundary  Line  under  the  7th  Article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent  and 
suggesting  with  the  view  of  obviating  the  difficulties  which  present  them- 
selves that  the  Boundary  directed  by  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  to  be  established 
should  not  be  surveyed  beyond  the  point  where,  it  shall  intersect  the  49th 
parallel,  and  that  from  such  point  of  intersection  the  said  parallel,  shall 
form  the  Boundary  Line  according  to  ihe  Treaty  of  1818  and  T  am  to  re- 
quest that  you  will  favor  me  with  any  observations  which  the  Hudsons  Bay 
Company  may  be  desirous  of  offering  on  the  suggestions  proposed  by  Mr, 
Barclay. 

I  am. 
Sir, 
Yonr  most  obedient, 

humble  servant, 

(Signed)         R.  WILMOT  HORTON. 


Journal  731, 
p.  240. 


Hld.son's  Bay  House, 

LOXDOX, 

the  30th  October  1824. 


To 


The  Right  honble 

Earl  Bathuhst. 


Mv  Lord, — T  have  the  hontir  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  Mr.  Horton's 
letter  of  the  21st  Instant  addressed  to  Mr.  Pelly  tranainitting  copy  of  a 
dispatch  from  Mr.  Commissioner  Barclay  on  the  subject  of  the  probable 
Boundary  Line  with  the  United  States  of  America  under  the  Treaty  of 
Ghent,  and  requesting  such  observations  as  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
may  be  desirous  of  offering  on  the  suggestion  made  by  Mr.  Barclay  — 

In  compliance  with  this  request  I  have  to  observe  that  if  the  Boundary 
Line  which  Mr.  Barclay  supposes  will  be  claimed  by  the  American  Com- 
missioner were  to  be  acceded  to,  the  Communication  between  one  consider- 
able portion  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  Territories  and  the  remainder, 
and  the  conmiunication  of  the  greater  portion  of  these  Territories  and  of 
the  whole  of  His  Majesty's  other  Indian  Territory  with  Canada  would  be 
entirely  cut  off — 

This  Communication  is  necessary  for  the  conveyance  of  Merchandize  and 
intelligence  to  and  from  the  Company's  tnvding  Stations  and  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  increasing  Settlement  at  the  Red  river,  and  if  this  supposed 
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Boundary  Line  was  to  be  fixed,  the  American  Government  would  possess 
the  Power  of  establishing  Custom  houscH  and  levying  duties  on  the  British 
Trade  which  would  have  to  cross  their  Territory.  It  is  therefore  of  the 
most  essential  importance  to  tlie  Trade  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  and 
to  British  interests,  that  this  claim,  if  made,  should  not  be  acceded  to  on 
the  part  of  Great  Britain. 

W  iih  reference  to  the  great  bfjdy  of  the  Waters  of  the  J^ake  of  the 
Woods,  or  to  the  middle  of  the  Luke  ascertained  by  the  intersection  of 
Lines  drawn  through  its  extreme  length  and  breadth,  the  Hat-portage  is 
rather  the  N.E.  than  the  N.W.  point ;  but  I  may  be  permitted  to  observe 
that  wherever  the  N.VV^.  point  of  the  Lake  may  be  the  Line  directed  by 
the  Convention  of  1818  to  be  drawn  from  that  point  South  to  the  49th 
parallel  of  North  Latitude  is  inconsistent  and  irreconcileiil)le  with  the 
niidille  of  the  Water  Communication,  being  the  Boundary  Line  fixed  by 
the  Treaties  of  1783  and  1814,  the  question  ought  therefore  to  be  deter- 
mined with  reference  to  the  Spirit  of  these  Treaties  and  to  the  practical 
and  legitimate  interests  of  the  two  Nations. — The  spirit  of  these  Treaties 
is  evident,  that  the  Water  Conmiunication  to  the  Lake  of  the  WcmxIs  should 
be  the  boundary  and  be  common  to  both  Nations  and  the  Convention  of 
1818  having  fixed  the  49th  parallel  of  Northern  latitude'  to  be  the  Northern 
Boundary  of  the  United  States  to  the  Westward  of  that  Lake  the  American 
Government  can  have  no  object  in  making  the  claim  supposed  by  Mr. 
Barclay,  but  that  of  obtaining  the  power  of  interrupting  or  oppressing  the 
Trade  of  British  subjects  between  different  pai  ts  of  the  British  Dominions 
1  have  therefore  respectfully  to  submit  on  the  part  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  that  this  claim  ought  not  under  any  Circumstance."  to  be  admitted 
by  His  Majesty's  Government  and  I  have  only  to  add,  that  the  Interest 
and  Convenience  of  the  Company  would  be  duly  provided  for  by  the 
adoption  of  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Barclay  that  the  Boundary  line  nhould 
not  be  surveyed  beyond  the  point  where  it  shall  intersect  the  49th  Parallel 
of  Northern  Latitude,  and  that  from  such  point  of  Intersection  the  said 
Parallel  shall  form  the  Boundary  Line  according  to  the  Treaty  of  1818.  I 
take  this  opportunity  of  calling  Your  Lordship's  attenti<m  to  a  part  of  this 
subject  which  may  possibly  have  escaped  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners 
but  which  is  of  Mutual  Importance  to  the  subjects  of  lx)th  Nations. 

Though  the  route  in  question  along  the  boundary  Line  is  merely  a  Water 
Communication,  yet  svherever  there  are  Rapids  or  Falls  or  other  interrup- 
tions to  the  Navigation  and  in  Places  where  a  considerable  detour  of  a 
River  or  long  Promontory  in  a  Lake  can  be  cut  off  by  making  a  portage  or 
transmit  across  the  land,  the  boats  and  Canoes  and  their  Cargoes  are 
transported  across  the  Land  and  again  launched.  These  portages  from 
natural  causes  can  in  many  instances  be  made  on  one  shore  only,  it  would 
therefore  be  extremely  desirable  to  stipulate  for  the  mutual  free  passages 
of  such  portages,  otherwise  either  Government,  as  the  case  may  be  will 
have  the  power  of  interrupting  the  Communication  and  of  oppressing  the 
Tratle  of  che  subjects  of  the  other  Nation.  I  return  enclosed  the  copy  of 
the  DispRtch  and  the  plan  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  and 

I  have  the  honour  to  l)e,  my  Ix^rd, 

Your  Lordships  obedient  humble  Servt. 

N.  G.,  Dept.  Govr. 
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Hudson's  Bay  House, 

London,  24th  Novr. 


1824. 


To  the  Rt.  Honble.  George  Canning, 
tH'c,  &c.,  dec. 


Sir, — On  the  2l8t  October,  Mr.  Horton  by  direction  of  Lord  Bathurst 
transmitted  to  me  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Commissioner  Barclay  to  you 
on  the  subject  of  the  probable  course  of  the  Boundary  line  under  the  7th 
Article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  and  requesting  that  I  would  favour  him 
with  any  observations  which  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  may  be  desirous 
of  offering  on  the  suggestion  proposed  to  Mr.  Barclay. 

In  my  absence  from  town  Mr.  Garry  replied  thereto  on  the  30th  October. 
On  the  5th  Instant  I  had  an  interview  with  Mr.  Horton  from  whom  I 
understo  d  that  the  consideration  of  the  subject  would  be  referred  lo  you 
with  a  recommendation  that  you  should  have  a  conference  with  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  thereon. 

I  have  since  given  it  much  consideration  and  it  appears  to  me  that  the 
2nd  Article  of  the  Treaty  of  1818  is  clear  as  to  the  Boundary.  It  states 
that  if  the  North  We.stern  point  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  is  not  in  the 
49th  Parallel  of  Northern  Latitude,  which  it  is  not,  then  that  a  line  drawn 
from  the  said  point  due  North  or  Souih,  as  the  case  may  be  until  the  said 
Line  shall  intersect  the  said  Parallel  of  North  Latitude  and  from  the 
point  of  8iich  intersection  due  West  along  and  with  the  said  Parallel  shall  be 
tlie  lint  of  Demarcation  hetivcen  the  territories  of  the  United  States  and  those 
of  His  Majesty,  "and  that  the  said  Line  shall  form  the  Northern  Boundary 
of  the  said  Territory  of  the  United  States  and  the  southern  boundary  of 
the  Territories  of  '  His  Britannic  Majesty '  from  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  to 
the  Stony  Mountains",  conisequently  that  the  Americans  cannot  lay  claim  to 
any  territory  to  the  North  of  the  line  of  49°  from  the  point  of  intersection, 
I  have  to  observe  that  the  part  marked  "  "  is  not  iii  Mr.  Barclay's 

letter  but  is  in  a  printed  copy  in  my  possession. 

It  therefore  appears  if  I  am  right  in  my  conclusions  that  the  North 
Western  point  contended  for  by  the  American  Commissioners  would  l)e  the 
most  desirable  one  as  it  would  give  Great  Britain  the  Islands  on  the  Lake 
and  Territory  :  the  two  lines  which  Mr.  Barclay  supposes  will  be  claimed 
by  them  for  America.  The  7th  Article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent  to  which 
he  alludes  does  not  fix  any  line  but  only  authorizes  the  Commissioners  to 
fix  and  determine  according  to  the  true  Intent  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  of 
1783,  that  part  of  the  Boundary  which  extends  from  the  Water  Communi- 
cation between  Lake  Huron  and  Lake  Superior  to  the  most  North  Western 
point  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods. 

Reference  must  therefore  lie  had  to  the  Treaty  of  1783,  the  2nd  Article 
of  which  states,  that  from  the  most  North  Western  point  of  the  Lake  of 
Woods  on  a  due  West  course  to  the  river  Mississippi  thence  by  a  line  to  be 
drawn  along  the  middle  of  the  said  River  Mississippi,  until  it  shall  intersect 
the  Northermost  part  of  the  31°  of  Northern  Latitude  shall  be  the  Boundary. 
This  Line  being  very  different  from  that  of  1808,  the  latter  Treaty  of  course 
supersedes  it,  and  is  the  one  on  which  I  presume  the  Commissioners  must 
decide. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Sir, 
Your  Most  obedient 

humble  servant, 

J.  H  P.,  Govt. 
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Rt.  Honble.  Gko:  CANNiy'^ 
&c.,  &c.,  &c. 

Mr.  Pelly  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  .Secretary  Canning,  and  in 
reference  to  two  letters  of  the  24th  and  2.5th  Novemlmr  hust  wliich  he,  Mr. 
P.  wrote  him,  will  feel  obliged  if  he  will  inform  him  whether  the  Boundary 
line  at  the  Lake  of  the  Wods  has  been  settled  or  whether  any  arrange- 
ment has  been  made  or  whethtsr  any  arrangement  has  l)een  made  with  the 
American  Minister  respecting  the  Furs.  .Mr.  Pelly'.s  reason  for  troubling 
Mr.  Secretary  Canning  at  this  time  is  that  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's 
ships  for  the  Season  will  ije  despatched  next  week. 

Hudson's  Bay  House, 

May  25th,  1825. 


FouEKi.v  Office, 

May  27th,  1825. 

Sir, — T  am  directed  by  Mr.  Secretary  Canning  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  ycur  letter  of  the  25th  Instant,  retjuesting  to  be  informed  whether 
the  iMJundary  line  at  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  has  been  settlerl,  and  whether 
any  arrangement  has  been  made  with  the  American  Minister  respecting 
the  furs  taken  from  an  American  Party  by  the  Indians  on  tiie  Missouri. 

With  regard  to  the  first  part  I  am  to  acquaint  you  that  Dr.  Tjarks  has 
proceeded  to  America  for  the  purpose  of  making  previous  to  any  deci.sion 
on  the  part  of  the  Commissioners,  a  more  minuie  and  scientific  Survey  of 
the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  which  service  it  is  expected  he  will  complete  by 
the  end  of  the  present  Season.  With  regtrd  to  the  "econd  point  I  am  to 
inform  j'ou  :  that  your  letter  of  the  2ath  November  was  referred  to  Mr. 
Addington,  His  Majesty's  Charge  dAflaires  at  Washington  on  the  11th 
December  last,  but  no  answer  has  yet  lieen  received  from  that  Gentleman 
as  to  the  eflFect  of  the  explanation  he  was  instruott-d  to  make  to  the 
American  Oovernment  on  the  subjoct. 

I  am,  sir, 

Youi'  most  obedient  servant 

(Signed)     JOSEPH  PL  ANT  A. 
John  H.  Pellv,  Es(|r., 
&c.,  itc,  &c. 


To 


Hudson's  Bay  House, 

London,  9th  Deceinber,  1825. 


The  Right  Honble. 

George  Canning, 

ikc,  ifcc,  &c. 

Sir, — With  reference  to  the  several  communications  which  I  have  had 
the  lionor  of  iiaving  with  \'ou  on  the  su'oject  of  the  Country  .situated  on  the 
North  We.>-t  Coast  of  America  and  to  the  West  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  I 
have  now  the  honor  of  requesting  your  attention  to  the  following  circum- 
stances, which  it  may  be  of  importance  to  consider  in  any  negotiation  for 
.settling  the  Boundaries  witli  the  United  States  to  the  West  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains. 
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I  need  not  remind  you  that  Captn.  Cook  in  1778  explored  the  Coast 
from  Cape  Gregory  in  I^t :  43-J  to  Lat  70"  and  that  Spain  by  the  Conven- 
tion '28th  October  1790  aoandoned  all  particular  claim  beyond  what  she  at 
that  time  hold  in  actual  settlement  and  that  consequeutly  the  United 
States  cannot  have  any  claim  under  their  purchase  of  Lousiatia  from  Spain. 

In  1778  Captains  Gray  and  Kendrick  (in  command  of  the  Columbia  and 
Washington)  were  titled  out  at  Boston  for  a  tradin;^  voyage  on  that  Coast, 
and  are  supposed  to  have  been  the  first  Americans  who  engaged  in  that 
Tmde  but  they  did  not  enter  the  River  Columbia,  and  it  is  well  known 
that  British  Subjects  have  ueen  carrying  on  a  Trade  on  that  Coast  previous 
to  the  voyages  of  Captains  Gray  and  Kendrick.  The  River  Columbia  was 
not  explored  until  1792  when  Lt.  Broughton  entered  it  in  the  Chatham 
and  anchored  at  Red  Patch,  about  12  miles  inland  from  Cape  Disappoint- 
ment, he  then  proceede. I  with  the  Cutter  and  Launch  up  the  River  as  far 
as  far  as  Vancouver's  Point.  Vancouver  in  Vol  :  2,  page  66  says 
"previously  to  his  (.Mr.  Bronghton's)  departure  however  he  formally 
took  possession  of  the  Rivi  r  and  the  Country  in  its  vicinity  in  His 
Britannic  Majesty's  name  having  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  subjects 
of  no  other  civilized  Nation  or  State  had  ever  entered  this  lUver  before  ; 
in  this  opinion  he  was  cuntirmed  by  Mr.  Gray's  sketch  in  which  it  does  not 
appear  that  Mr.  Gray  either  .saw  or  was  within  five  Leagues  of  its 
entrance." 

According  to  Lt.  Broughlon's  observations  Vancouver's  Point  is  situated 
in  Lat :  45°  27'  and  Long  :  237°  50  computed  to  be  about  100  miles  from 
the  mouth  of  the  River. 

In  1793  Sir  Alexr.  McKenzie  crossed  the  Rocky  Mountains  and  reached 
the  coast  about  Lat :  52^  and  soon  after  that  time  the  North  West  Compy 
of  Montreal  established  trading  Posts  in  the  Country  West  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains  on  the  head  waters  of  the  North  Branch  of  the  Columbia 
among  the  Flathead  and  Coutonais  Tribes,  and  continued  gradually  to 
explore  the  country  and  extend  their  Trade  towards  the  Coast  down  the 
Columbia  as  well  as  to  the  Northward. 

Capts.  Lewis  and  Clarke  in  tiie  command  of  an  expedition  fitted  out  by 
the  American  Government,  ascended  the  Missouri  crossed  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  descended  the  South  branch  of  the  Columbia  called  in  "Arrow- 
smith's  map  '  "  Lewis's  River  "  and  which  falls  into  the  main  or  North 
Branch  in  Lat :  46°  15' :  they  proceeded  to  the  mouth  of  the  River  and 
passed  the  winter  180.")-6  at  Young's  Bay,  on  the  South  side  of  the  River, 
at  this  period,  the  British  fur  traders  had  pushed  their  trading  post  nearer 
to  the  junction  of  the  Lewis's  River  with  the  North  Branch  of  the 
Columbia  River.  In  1809  an  Association  composed  of  British  and 
American  subjects  was  formed  in  New  York  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on 
the  fur  Trade  on  the  North  West  Coast  under  the  Firm  of  the  Pacific  Fur 
Company.  They  fitted  out  two  expeditions  one  by  land  and  the  other  by 
Sea  for  the  Columbia  where  they  arrived  in  1810  and  established  them- 
selves on  the  South  side  of  the  River,  naming  their  Settlement  "Astoria" 
after  their  principal  partner  Mr.  Astor  of  New  York.  The  North  West 
Compy.  of  Montreal  however  continued  to  extend  their  Trade  with  the 
Natives  and  in  1813  established  themselves  on  the  Coa.st  within  a  few  yards 
of  the  American  settlement  of  Astoria. 

The  Americans  had  remained  at  Astoria  and  from  time  to  time  sent 
parties  into  the  Interior,  but  had  not  made  much  progress  in  establishing 
themselves  in  tne  Country,  when  in  1813  they  sold  their  buildings  at 
Astoria  (which  was  afterwards  named  "  Fort  George  ")  with  the  whole  of 
their  stock  in  Trade  in  the  Country  to  the  North  West  Company  as  per 
Bill  of  Sale  (Copy  of  which  is  ;\nnexed)  and  abandoned  the  Country. 
Since  that  time  no  American  Trader  has  appeared  nor  has  any  settlement 
been  formed  by  any  others  than  the  British  Fur  Traders. 
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Upuu  reference  to  the  above  circumstances  and  to  the  dates  of  the 
transaction  it  does  net  appear  that  the  Americans  can  establish  any  just 
claim  to  the  Country  on  the  Columbia  or  to  the  Northward  of  it,  and  that 
on  ohe  grounds  of  tirst  discovery,  priority  and  continued  occupation  and 
actual  pr>5>8e8sion  Great  Britain  alone  can  establish  a  legitimate  Title  In 
1818,  Captain  Hickey  of  H.M.8.  IMossom  accompanied  by  Mr.  J.  P.  Pre- 
vost,  Agent  for  the  United  States  (Jovernment  arrived  at  the  Columbia 
and  delivered  to  iMr.  James  Keith  of  the  North  West  Company  then  in 
charge  of  Fort  (teorge  a  letter  from  Earl  Bathurst  dated  27th  January, 
1818,  Captain  Hickey  also  produced  instructions  from  Captain  Sherroff  of 
H.M.S.  Andromache,  and  in  consequence  Mr.  Prevosttouk  formal  possession 
of  the  Settlement  as  his  acknowledgement.  Copies  cf  the.se  documents  are 
ann«;xed  but  I  think  it  right  to  observe  that  the  Settlement  and  whatever 
had  been  previously  occupied  in  that  Country  by  American  subjects  had 
been  acijuired  by  the  North  \Ves*t  Company  by  purchase  for  a  valuable  con- 
sideration and  not  by  Capture. 

By  the  Convention  'JOth  October  1818  between  Great  Britain  and 
America  the  Trade  of  the  Country  to  the  West  of  the  Itocky  Mountains  is 
left  open  to  the  Subjects  of  Iwth  Nations  for  ten  years  without  prejudice  to 
the  claim  of  either  Nation  ;  but  no  American  subjects  have  iis  yet  availed 
themselves  of  this  ,)rivilege.  The  British  Fur  Tnulcrs  however  have  never 
withdrawn  from  the  Country,  since  they  Hist  entered  it,  on  tiie  contrary 
they  have  gradually  and  at  much  risk  and  expense  increased  their  Settle- 
ments which  now  amount  to  thirteen  in  number  (besides  temporary  Stations 
which  are  occasionally  changed)  and  extend  over  a  Country  exceeding 
fifteen  degrees  of  Latitude  say  fryni  Lat :  45  to  North  of  Lat  :  60. 

In  the  year  1821  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  made  an  arrangement 
with  tiie  North  West  Company  of  Montreal  by  which  they  accjuired  pos- 
session of  all  the  trading  Posts  and  Stock  of  that  association  and  now 
under  their  Koyal  Charter  and  His  Majesty's  License  the  whole  Indian 
Trade  of  British  America  to  the  North  West  of  Canada  is  carried  on  by 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company.  In  order  to  acquire  more  correct  information 
respecting  the  Country  on  the  West  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  and  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  some  measures  connected  with  extending  our 
Trade  on  the  North  West  Coast,  Governor  Simpson  was  directed  to  pro- 
ceed thither  last  season  and  after  an  arduous  and  fatiguing  journey  he  accom- 
plished an  extensive  survey  of  the  Company's  Trading  establishments  and 
is  now  in  Ixmdon.  He  will  remain  liere  until  the  beginning  of  Fel>ruary, 
and  will  attend  any  appointment  that  you  may  be  pleaded  to  make  should 
you  wish  to  be  possessed  of  any  further  inforrna'ion  respecting  that 
Country.  Whilst  at  Fort  George,  (Jovernor  Simpson  fitted  out  an  Expedi- 
ticm  under  the  direction  ui  an  intelligent  otlicer  Mr.  Chief  Trader  Mc- 
Millan for  the  purpos"  of  exploring  the  Coast  to  the  Northward. 

In  the  course  of  his  survey  he  discovered  the  entrance  of  Fraser's  River 
between  Capes  Roberts  and  Gray  in  about  Lat:  49    1.")'. 

The  mouth  of  this  River  was  not  discovered  by  V^ancouver  nor  by  the 
Subjects  of  any  civilized  Nation  until  Mr*.  McMillian  visited  it  last  Winter, 
but  the  upper  part  of  the  River  and  down  to  within  20  mil  .-a  of  the  Sea 
was  explored  by  Messrs.  Fraser  and  Stewart,  pnitners  of  the  North  West 
Company  in  Mie  year  1808.  I  annex  extracts  fnun  Mr.  McMillan's  report 
and  as  this  Country  appears  to  be  rich  in  Fur  l)ear.ng  Animals  we  have  it 
in  contemplation  to  form  permane  '<^  Establishments  therein  next  Summer, 
to  push  our  discoveries  to  the  Norinward  both  in  Land  and  on  the  Coast, 
and  to  embark  a  considerable  Capital  in  endeavouring  to  secure  to  Great 
Britain  the  benefits  arising  from  an  exchange  of  British  Manufactures  for 
the  produce  of  that  Country  with  its  numerous  inhabitants. 

In  compliance  with  a  wish  expressed  by  you  at  our  last  interview 
Governor  Simpson  when  at  Columbia  abandoned  Fort  George  on  the  South 
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Ride  of  the  River  and  {ormed  a  new  Estahliahment  on  the  Morth  side  about 
75  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  Hiver  at  a  place  called  by  Lt.  Broughton 
Belle  vue  point.  Governor  Simpson  named  the  new  Establishment  '*  Fort 
Vancouver  "  in  order  to  identify  our  Claim  to  the  Soil  and  trade  with  Lt. 
Brou5»hton's  discovery  and  Survey. 

He  considers  the  soil  and  Climate  of  this  Place  to  be  so  well  adapted  for 
Agricultural  pursuits,  that  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  yeara  it  may  be 
made  to  produce  sufficient  Grain  and  Animal  Provisions  to  meet  not  only 
the  demands  of  our  own  Trade  but  to  almost  to  any  extent  that  may  be 
required  for  other  purposes,  and  he  considers  the  Possession  of  this  Place 
and  a  right  iothe  navigation  of  the  River  Columbia  to  be  quite  necessary 
to  our  tarrying  on  to  advantage  not  only  the  Tnide  of  the  upper  parts  of 
the  Columbia  Hiver  but  also  that  of  the  Country  interior  from  the  mouth 
of  Fraser's  Uiver  and  the  Coasting  Trade  all  of  which  can  be  provisioned 
from  this  Place.  Under  existing  t'^'cumstances  I  respectfully  submit  to 
your  coiisiderntion  whether  it  might  not  be  advi'sable  to  endeavour  to 
arrange  a  Boundary  line  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  in 
that  country  to  the  West  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  more  especially  as  the 
attention  of  Congress  has  been  called  to  the  Subject,  and  in  an  American 
map  lately  published  the  liine  of  Lat :  45)  is  continued  from  the  Rocky 
Mountains  to  the  Sea  Coast,  and  the  Country  to  the  South  of  that  Line  is 
described  to  be  United  States  Territory,  which  at  some  future  period  might 
be  miide  use  of  by  tlie  American  Governmeno.  This  Line  would  deprive 
Great  Britain  of  a  valuable  Country  now  occupied  and  traded  by  the  Hud- 
sons  Bay  Company,  and  would  occasion  many  practical  inconxeniences  in 
carrying  on  the  Trade  of  the  Country  which  would  be  left  to  us. 

But  as  J  have  already  stated  it  does  not  appear  that  the  Americans  can 
establish  a  just  claim  to  any  part  of  the  country  either  to  the  South  or 
North  of  the  Columbia  Hiver,  and  as  the  free  navigation  of  that  River  is 
necessary  to  our  carrying  on  the  Trade  I  have  endeavoured  to  fix  on  a 
Boundary  which  would  answer  the  views  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company, 
without  pushing  the  claims  of  Great  Britain  to  their  full  extent. 

I  iiave  therefore  to  suggest  that  starting  from  Lat :  49  at  the  Rocky 
Mountains  the  Line  ought  to  be  continued  Southward  along  the  height  of 
Land  to  the  Pace,  where  Lewis  and  Clarke  crossed  the  Mountains,  said  to 
be  in  Lat :  4G°  42"  thence  Westerly  along  tlie  Lewis's  River  until  it  falls 
into  the  Columbia  and  thence  to  the  Sea,  leaving  the  navigation  of  l>oth 
tlie<e  rivers  free  to  the  Subjects  of  both  Nations.  This  line  would  leave  to 
America  th.-  Trade  and  Possession  of  n  extensive  and  valuable  Country 
and  would  furnish  fewer  opportunities  of  collision  betwem  the  Traders  of 
the  two  Nations,  than  any  other  Line  that  could  be  sijggested. 

I  send  herewith  a  map  on  which  the  Line  which  I  have  taken  the  liberty 
of  suggesting  is  colored  and  on  which  the  trading  Posts  now  occupied  by 
tlie  Hudson's  Bay  Company  are  marked. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect,  sir. 

Your  most  obt.  humb.  Serv. 

J.  H.  P..  Govt. 


LIST    OF    PAPERS    INCLOSED. 

L  Bill  ()f  Sale,  Pacific  Fur  Company  to  North-west  Company. 

2.  Letter  from  Earl  Bathurst  dated  27th  Jmary,  1818.  Instructions 
from  Captn.  Shep'fof  H.M.S.  Andromache.  Mr.  I.  P.  Prevost  acknow- 
ledgement of  Posser^sion. 

3.  Ex  ract  from  Mr.  McMillans  Report  of  Voyage  and  Survey  from 
Columella  to  Erasers  River  1826. 

4.  Map  of  North  America. 
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Britihii  MUSEI'M, 

17th  February,   1842. 

Dear  Sir, — The  very  great  attention  and  kindness  you  have  shown  to 
our  institution  have  induced  me  to  be  lx)ld  and  to  ask  you  to  add  to  your 
former  favors  by  enquiring  if  you  could  kindly  procure  for  the  British 
y'useum  a  collection  of  skins  of  any  of  the  following  animals  which  are  fit 
for  stuffing.  We  are  now  rearranging  the  collection  of  Mammalia  and 
»hall  in  a  very  short  time  have  more  space  for  their  exhibition  than  any 
other  Museum  in  Europe  and  therefore  shall  be  enabled  to  exhibit  to  the 
best  advantage  any  specimen  we  may  be  so  fortunate  to  procure. 
I  am,  dear  sir,  your  Obedt.  servant, 

(Signed)    J.  EDWARJ)  GRAY, 

Keeper  of  the  Zoological  Collection 


Sir  J.  H.  Pellv,  Bart. 

itc.  ikc,  ifec. 

The  Reindeer  or  Caribou  from  the  Factory  a  Male  Female  and  young 
would  be  desirable. 

The  smaller  Northern  Reindeer  from  the  Great  Slave  Lake  a  male, 
female  and  young. 

The  woodland  Caribou  from  Lake  Superior  and  Cumberland  House. 

Any  of  the  species  of  deer  from  the  VVest  side  of  the  Columbian  River. 
It  is  very  desirable  the  horns  should  be  preserved  with  the  skins — 

The  prong  horned  Antelope  or  Carbreo  from  Charlton  Island  male, 
feniale  and  young. 

The  Rocky  Mountain  Goat  from  the  Columbian  River. 

The  American  Black  Bear  and  the  cinamon  coloured  variety. 

The  barren  ground  Bear  from  Post  Enterprise  called  also — 

The  White  Bear  of  the  Barren  Lands. 

The  Grisly  Bear. 

The  American  Badger. 

The  American  Wolverine. 

The  Canadian  Otter. 

The  Canadian  Lynx. 

The  Bay  Lynx  from  the  Columbia  River. 

The  Prairie  Hare  of  the  Fui  Traders. 

The  American  Bison. 

It  is  desirable  that  a  specimen  of  th»^  old  and  young  animals  should  be 
procured  of  each  of  the  kind  and  if  there  is  any  difl'erence  in  their  colour 
or  appearance  during  the  Summer  and  Winter  a  specimen  exhibiting  these 
particulars. 

DIRECTIONS    FOR    SKINNINO    QUADRUPEDS,    cfec. 

The  Animals  should  be  carefully  skinned  the  skin  should  then  be 
rubbed  with  burnt  alum  or  wood-ashes.  The  skull  and  bones  of  the  legs 
and  feet  should  be  left  in  the  skin,  the  flesh  that  may  be  about 
them  being  taken  oif  and  the  bones  rubbed  with  a  little  burnt  alum  or 
wood  ashes  »»"d  then  surrounded  with  a  small  quantity  of  tow  or  dry  moss 
before  they  are  returned  into  the  skin.  The  skins  should  be  well  dried 
before  they  are  packed,  and  it  is  desirable  that  they  should  be  surrounded 
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with  moss,  paper  or  some  articles  to  prevent  the  part  of  the  skin  or  the 
diflerent  skins  rubbing  af^ainst  each  other,  and  injuring  the  hair,  the  horns, 
feet  and  other  hnrd  parts  should  be  wrapped  around  with  moss  or  paper  to 
prevent  their  chopping  the  skin. 

When  the  animal  has  horns  it  is  better  to  leave  them  attached  to  the 
skull,  but  then  to  remove  the  fle-ih  from  the  head  it  is  necessary  that  a  cut 
should  be  made  below  the  chin,  but  if  more  convenient  the  horns  may  be 
sawed  from  the  skull  below  the  skull  leaving  them  attached  to  the  skin 
and  when  the  flosh  has  l)een  removed  the  skull  may  be  replaced  in  the  skin. 

The  fleshy  parts  as  the  nose  or  feet  are  sometimes  attacked  by  insects 
they  then  should  be  washed  with  spirits  of  turpentine.  Some  persons  employ 
arsenic  or  arsenical  soap  to  rub  the  inside  of  the  skins,  especially  the  parts 
about  the  heads,  but  wood  ashes  and  burnt  alum  do  very  well,  especially  in 
cold  climUes  and  the  danger  of  using  arsenic  is  avoided. 

The  use  of  corrosive  sublimate  should  always  be  avoided  as  it  rots  the 
skin  and  makes  it  come  to  pieces  when  the  specimens  are  damped  to  set 
them  up. 

I  may  observe  that  in  addition  to  the  specimens  asked  for  any  mice  rats, 
shrew  mice,  moles,  lizards,  snakes  or  any  small  quadrupeds  or  reptiles  would 
be  acceptable  they  may  either  \yQ  skinned  or  placed  in  rum  or  strong  spirits 
of  any  kind  a  cut  being  first  made  in  the  side  of  the  body  to  admit  the 
spirits  to  the  intestines.  It  is  supposed  that  there  are  many  kinds  that  have 
not  hitherto  been  brought  to  Europe  though  they  are  common  when  found 
and  are  confounded  with  the  common  European  kinds  ;  but  upon  comparison 
and  minute  inspection  they  prove  distinct. 


(Signed) 


JOHN  EDWARD  GRAY. 

Keeper  of  the  Zoolof/ical  Collection 
British  Museum. 


.50th  March,  1842. 


Hudson's  Bat  House, 

London,  31st  March,  1842. 


Duncan  Finlavson,  Esqr. 
&c.  «ikc.  A'c. 

Red  River  Settlement. 


Sib, — The  Governor  &  Committee  being  desirous  to  render  every  assist- 
ance to  Science  have  directed  me  to  forward  the  annexed  copy  of  a  letter 
dated  17th  February  from  S.  E.  Gray,  Keeper  of  the  Zoological  collection 
of  the  British  Museum  with  a  copy  of  directions  for  skinning  quadrupeds  tk 
I  am  to  request  that  you  will  issue  instructions  to  the  gentlemen  in  charge 
of  the  various  districts  to  comply  with  the  desire  of  Mr.  Gray  as  far  as  lies 
in  their  power. 

I  am,  sir. 

Your  very  Obedt. 

(Signed)     WILL'M.  SMITH. 

Secy. 
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Peel's  Riveh. 

June  22nd,  1842. 

John  Lee  Lewes,  Esq., 

Deak  Sir, — I  have  much  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your 
favor  of  the  Ist  inst.  from  Fort  Good  Hope  likewise  copy  of  your  letter 
under  date  1 7th  February  last  from  Ft.  Simpson.  The  Beavers  of  the 
Wint(M'  Express  I  am  truly  grieved  to  say  have  not  reached  this  Establish- 
ment &.  no  doubt  have  perished  on  their  route  either  from  starvation  or 
having  lost  themselves.  The  Beavers  of  the  spring  letters  Mr.  McKen/ie  »k 
Walls  having  failed  in  their  endeavours  to  get  up  to  F'ort  Go<xl  Hope  I 
immediately  on  their  return  despatched  Frances  Boucher  with  an  Indian  to 
acquaint  you  with  the  state  of  ati'airs  at  this  place.  The  season  being  so  far 
advanced  wlien  Boucher  left  here  7th  May  that  he  cxperienecd  a  great  deal 
of  difficulty  liefore  he  reached  Fort  Good  Hope  2iid  June  the  very  day  you 
took  your  departure  from  it  &  altho  he  followed  the  Boat  as  far  aw  Blue 
Fish  lliver  without  success  he  was  obliged  to  return  to  the  Fort  where  he 
left  the  letters  Inventory,  it  Men's  Winter  advances  in  charge  of  St.  Amand 
who  will  no  doubt  forward  them  to  you  by  tiie  Summer  conveyance  Boucher 
and  the  Indian  arrived  here  in  safety  on  the  lOtli  Inst,  having  to  hunt  for 
his  support  all  the  way  down.  In  my  conununications  of  the  24th  A[)ril  & 
7th  May  I  had  stated  our  scarceity  of  Provisions  at  that  season  and  the 
privations  whicii  generally  prevailed  among  the  natives  during  the  latter 
end  of  the  Winter  it:  Spring'  which  prevented  them  from  giving  any  assist- 
ance consequently  we  are  without  any  provisions  for  tlie  en.suing  Winter 
except  about  ."jOO  lb  dry  meat  collected  since  theopiming  of  the  navigation. 
Any  quantity  however  small  of  provisions  including  dry  meat  &  pemecan 
you  can  spare  us  will  be  most  acceptable.  Tiie  Rut  Iniiians  who  went  to  the 
Beaver  Country  last  Winter  did  not  succeed  in  their  enterprise  principally 
from  having  suffered  incredible  hardships  A'  privations  some  of  the  party 
died  from  want  ik  the  others  were  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  eating  most 
of  the  Beaver  skins  to  keep  them  alive,  this  unforeeen  circumstance  has 
entirely  blighted  my  tine  prospects  of  good  Returns  which  will  fall  greatly 
short  of  last  year  both  in  number  &  value  of  Packs.  Having  detained  the 
leader  of  the  Rat  Indians  here  since  the  beginning  of  May  in  expectations 
of  learning  your  decision  respecting  the  expedition  across  the  Western 
Rocky  Mountains  The  determination  of  Mr.  McKenzie  to  go  out  and  the 
unfortunate  fate  of  the  two  men  in  March  would  of  itself  prove  a  sufficient 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  prosecuting  this  desirable  object. 

Nevertheless  I  have  resolved  on  accompanying  the  Indian  to-morrow 
with  only  two  men  A'  a  kind  of  Interpreter.  I  have  every  hope  of  success  at 
least  of  reaching  the  rendezvous  of  the  strange  tribe  from  whom  the  Rat 
Indians  procure  the  Beaver,  Should  all  go  well  I  expect  to  be  back  in  suffi- 
cient time  to  acoDmpanj'  the  Returns  to  Good  Hope  in  August.  Mr.  Mc- 
Kenzie will  leavtj  this  about  the  5th  of  next  month  for  the  upper  posts  «k 
will  deliver  you  the  Requisition  for  Outfit  43  as  also  the  private  orders  of 
Inland  men.     Having  nothing  else  to  add  worthy  your  notice, 

I  remain,  dear  sir, 

Your  obedt.  servant, 

(Signed)    JOHN  BELL. 
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Copy  9th  Paragraph  of  t/ie  Governor  aiid  Committee'H  Despatch  of  //*«  30th 
March  1S4~  to  Duncan  Finlayson  Esqre  (k  the  Council  of  the  Northern 
Dt'jHirfment. 

It  gives  us  satisfaction  to  learn  that  an  accession  of  trade  may  he  ex- 
pected in  the  McKenzie's  River  District  by  the  Establisliinents  of  Posts  in 
the  country  recently  explored  by  Mr.  Campbell  which  is  represented  as 
being  rich  in  t'ur  bearing  animals  and  with  abundant  means  of  living.  The 
loss  of  life  in  this  District  has  iieen  very  great,  which  we  much  deplore  and 
we  must  impress  upon  you  the  necessity  of  instructions  being  issued  to 
guard  as  much  as  po<<Hible  against  similar  accidents. 

Applic:.ition  has  been  made  by  the  relatives  of  William  Mowat  &,  three 
of  the  men  that  perish*"!  with  'vm  v^iz.  James  Loutett,  William  Merriman, 
&  William  ^'^Iwrtson  —natives  of  Orkney,  respecting  the  balances  left  by 
chese  persons  in  the  Company's  hands  which  however  caniaot  be  settled 
until  information  is  r'iceived  whether  the  parties  have  made  Testamentary 
dispositions  uf  their  p-opcrtv  or  left  families  in  the  Bay. 

In  Older  to  enable  us  to  close  the  Aces  of  deceased  Servants  as  soon  as 
possible  we  desire  that  search  bo  always  made  immediately  after  their  death 
to  ascertain  if  a  will  has  been  left,  which  should  be  sent  to  England  without 
delay  information  shor.id  at  the  same  time  be  transmitted,  if  the  parties 
have  left  a  family  stating  their  names  and  ages. 


Fort  Simpson, 

24th  June,  1842. 


John  Lej 


Lewes  Eiqr., 
■he.         ifec. 


ic. 


Dear  Sir, — Immediately  aft«r  your  departure  on  the  2l8t  I  began  to 
collect  the  various  supplies  you  left  me  for  Frances  Lake  after  you  told  me 
that  you  had  delivered  all  the  voyage  to  the  Guide  who  also  himself 

told  me  that  the  Main  Lines,  Lodges  and  oil  cloths  were  secure  in  the  house 
garret.  I  was  perfectly  at  ease  on  that  subject,  but  when  in  the  course  of 
the  evening  you  left  us,  but  one  of  the  Main  Lines  could  be  found  after  a 
diligent  search  all  over  the  .Fort  you  may  easily  guess  my  perplexity,  this 
was  a  most  vexatious  disappointment  the  more  so  that  I  could  only  supply 
the  deficiency  of  such  an  absolutely  necessary  article  but  by  splicing  the 
Bow  c'i;  Stem  lines  &  replacing  them  with  such  pieces  of  old  halyards  &c  as 
I  could  find.  I  cannot  comprehend  what  has  become  of  the  original  line 
which  Frances  alBrms  was  lying  in  the  garret,  its  fate  is  a  mystery  I  cannot 
unravel.  The  same  day  Isbister  had  the  misfortune  to  have  his  foot  run  up 
by  an  old  rusty  nail  in  the  pit-saw  wliich  had  laid  him  perfectly  useless  & 
on  but  one  leg  for  GckI  knows  how  long  ;  but  being  a  good  man  which  the 
duty  I  have  to  perform  much  requires,  I  will  take  him  on  in  the  hopes  of 
his  recovery  in  every  other  respect  I  could  not  wish  to  be  better  equipped 
and  provided  than  by  your  kindness  I  am,  &  nothing  but  the  high  water  in 
this  unnatural  river  will  prevent  our  making  a  prosperous  campaigne  of  it. 

Agreeably  to  your  request  I  herewith  beg  to  hand  you  an  Indent  for 
additional  supplies  in  Fall  on  account  of  Frances  Lake  of  which  you  are 
aware  I  cannot  at  present  form  but  a  very  imperfect  estimation  of  what 
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may  or  may  not  be  required  to  meet  the  demand  of  Trade  k  I  beg  therefore 
that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  forward  such  supplies  as  you  may  your- 
self consider  expedient  dc  please  also  forward  a  Moose  Hkin  with  each  Win- 
ters private  order  in  case  what  trade  we  can  effect  in  that  Article. 

The  water  having  fallen  a  little  I  expect  to  leave  here  to-morrow  morning 
Meantime  having  nothing  further  worthy  your  notice — I  have  the  honor 
to  be  with  the  greatest  respect 

Dear  Sir, 
Your  most  obedt.  Humble  Servt., 

(signed)     ROBERT  CAMPBELL. 


P.S. — Having  dogs  but  for  two  sleighs  only  to  take  up  with  me  at  pre- 
sent &  as  we  shall  at  a  new  Establishment  have  to  get  everything  home  on 
sleighs,  exclusive  of  this  we  have  to  open  a  road  ik  forward  various  supplies 
on  snow  to  the  banks  of  the  river  discovered  on  the  West  side  of  the 
Alountains,  for  the  operation  in  contemplation  ensuing  season  which  of 
course  must  be  all  done  by  dogs  k  from  the  importance  of  this  duty  «fe  the 
absolute  necessity  there  is  to  have  good  sleighs  of  Dogs  for  carrying  on 
plans  of  operation  into  effect  &  that  I  am  fully  convinced  you  are  most 
desirous  to  give  me  every  aid  in  your  power  in  everything  that  can  facili- 
tate the  desirable  end  that  I  am  certain  that  I  have  only  to  remind  you 
that  I  want  Dogs  &  hope  it  will  meet  your  convenience  to  forward  with 
the  Outfit  in  August  at  least  two  good  trains  of  dogs,  as  for  procuring  dogs 
in  that  quarter  is  out  of  the  question  there  is  no  such  thing  to  be  expected. 


(signed)     ROBERT  CAMPBELL. 


une,  1842. 
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FOKT   SiMPSOX, 

2Cth  June,  1842. 


John  Lee  Lewes,  Esq., 
ifcc,  ifcc,  ike. 


1—2 


My  Dsar  8ir, — I  was  to  have  taken  my  departure  from  hence  yesterday 
morning  but  heavy  rain  all  day  together  with  the  yet  then  high  state  of 
the  water  detained  me.  The  Water  has  now  sufficiently  subsided  for  com- 
mencing my  Voyage  and  G.  W.  I'll  be  on  the  water  betimes  tomorrow. 

I  have  nothing  at  present  to  communicate,  were  I  richer  in  paper  than  I 
am  nor  have  I  any  other  apology  for  troubling  you  this  season,  but  merely 
that  I  cannot  think  of  leaving  this  quarter  witliout  indulging  in  the  plea- 
sure it  affords  me  to  address  you  a  few  lines  &  unburden  my  bosom  of  the 
deep  obligation  under  which  you  have  laid  me  for  the  innumerable  n  arks 
of  condescending  kindness  by  whi?h  you  have  been  pleased  to  notice  me 
together  with  the  zeal  and  willingness  with  which  you  have  entered  into 
the  spirit  of  my  present  Enterprise  ik  the  \ery  liberal  manner  in  which  you 
have  equipped  me  for  carrying  it  in  all  its  parts  into  execution.  As  regards 
what  depended  upon  you  I  could  not  wish  to  be  better  provided  for  that 
purpose  nor  did  I  indeed  expect  wd  be  half  so  well  and  amply  outfitter!, 
this  I  know  I  owe  altogether  to  your  kindness  of  which  though  extremely 
sensible  I  am  inadequate  to  express  the  sense  of  the  obligation  of  which  T 
shall  however  cherish  a  grateful  remembrance  to  my  latest  day  I  am  aware 
that  you  feel  a  deep  interest  in  the  success  &  prosperity  of  the  undertaking 
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uiul  a.BO  of  thnt  underUki'n  wliich  stimulnttM  me  the  inorfl  to  exert  to  the 
utmost  to  meet  your  views  A'  rest  Hssurcd  I  will  uhh  my  ^'''^t  irmofur  iin  my 
humlile  aWilities  will  ctury  me  througli  fi  nothing;  will  \wi  moret^ratifying  to 
my  feelingH  than  that  my  HUcceHi^  lie  hucIi  tw  meet  ycjur  approbation.  And 
with  nincere  wishes  iVr  hoport  that  )ou  will  ai^ain  return  from  tin-  Portage  *o 
prenidfl  over  us,  a  Hituation  you  have  filled  with  so  much  credit  to  yourself, 
interest  to  the  general  concern  k  so  entirely  to  our  satisfuction  particularly 
to  your  humble  servant.  And  permit  me  to  assure  you  that  wiierevor  you 
iroay  go  you  will  over  carry  with  you  my  sincerest  k  affect  ionato  best  wiHlies 
for  your  health,  prosperity  k  happiness.  Uod  grant  they  may  with  his 
blessing  ever  follow  you. 

Please  have  the  goodness  to  tender  my  bctst  re.spects  to  Mrs.  Lewes  Jc  the 
rest  of  your  family  Meantime  I  am  pruud  to  have  the  honor  to  \m 
With  the  greatest  respect, 
My  Dear  Sir, 

Your  mo  :  obedt.  Humble  Servt, 

(signed)         IIOUERT  CAMPBELL. 

P.S. — Please  if  it  bo  possible  .send  mo  a  Map  in  Fall,  the  nature  of  the 
service  I  have  to  perform  in  discoveries,  in  that  Unknown  Wild.-*  will  ren- 
der such  an  article  very  valuable  to  me  from  which  I  would  be  enabled  to 
make  with  some  precision  upon  it  my  route  courses  of  the  rivers  kc. 

(signed)         ROBERT  CAMPBELL 


Fort  de  Liard, 

3rd  July,  1842. 

John  Lek  Lewes,  Esquire, 
itc,  tic.  kc. 

Dear  Sir, — We  reached  here  yesterday  forenoon  in  5^  days  from  Fort 
Simpson,  but  I  am  Forry  I  cannot  add  that  we  did  so  .safe  and  sound,  un- 
fortunately on  the  third  morning  as  the  men  were  embarking  Paul  Boucher 
(without  exception  my  best  man)  fell  from  a  high  bank  across  the  boat's 
(jiunwale  his  breast  coming  with  all  his  weight  upon  the  tracking  pin  which 
so  disabled  &  hurt  him  that  he  can  neither  embark  or  debark  alone  or  with- 
out help  that  1  seriously  apprehend  he  will  ever  recover  of  it  and  in  this 
helpless  state  I  could  not  think  of  taking  him  further  on  through  such  a  coun- 
try as  I  have  to  pass  that  I  have  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  Mr.  Fisher 
resolved  to  leave  him  under  that  Gentleman's  care  at  this  place,  who  to 
supply  this  deficiency  in  my  crew  has  been  pleased  to  engage  two  Indian 
lads  who  are  to  accompany  me  to  Fort  Halkett  &  return  in  fall.  If  Boucher 
recovers  I  beg  to  request  that  he  be  forwarded  in  fall  to  winter  at  Frances 
Lake. 

James  Isbister  has  been  from  his  sore  foot  unable  to  perform  his  duty  all 
the  way  up  and  notwithstanding  he  is  now  getting  worse  that  I  have  late 
this  evening  requested  Mr.  Fisher  to  exchange  Morrison  for  him  to  which 
he  has  consented  and  I  beg  to  assure  that  it  is  the  greatest  repugnance  I 
have  taken  this  step  or  I  would  any  other  without  your  full  consent  ife  ap- 
probation but  was  impossible  either  to  foresee  or  guard  against  such  casu- 
alties and  misfortunes  from  which  I  humbly  trust  you  will  see  the  propriety 
of  my  having  adopted  the  measure  in  a  case  of  necessity  to  enable  me  to  j 
perform  such  a  long  k  tedious  journey   before  me  and  after  reaching  my 
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destination  which  must  be  now  at  a  late  period  an  establishment  to  erect 
out  of  the  wild  forest  to  shield  ourselves  k  our  all  from  the  Winter  storms 
for  which  I  And  myself  now  at  best  mure  lame  than  I  could  have  wished, 
hoped  or  expected.  Morrison  I  will  return  in  Fall  &  as  I  would  wish  to 
have  goofl  and  sturdy  fellows  for  Winterers  1  wish  it  would  meet  your  con- 
venience to  forward  to  the  portage  2  or  3  good  men  equippe«i  for  wintering 
in  caHe  they  may  \)c  re(]uire<l  in  exchange.  Donald  Murray  gives  me  but 
little  or  no  satisfaction  nor  do  I  think  he  ever  will  and  I  intend  to  send  him 
down  with  Mormon  in  hopes  of  exchange  and  if  I  may  use  the  liberty  to 
suggest  that  you  would  be  pleased  to  send  the  above  compliment  out  of 
the  following  list  viz  Haliistan  Liard  Lange  Huligs  or  Kipling  or  in  fact  any 
you  may  consider  more  ade<{uate  or  tit  for  that  place.  liUpierre  k  Des- 
riviere's  Contracts  expire  next  June  and  both  I  lielieve  lient  to  come  down 
if  they  do  I  shall  be  without  a  Canoe  steersman  for  my  next  years  excursion 
k  in  that  event  be  so  g(x)d  let  me  know  in  your  next  who  is  to  act  in  that 
capacity  T  wish  you  could  supply  me  on  public  or  even  private  Acct  with 
a  good  Tlierinumeter  a.H  well  as  a  map  both  which  I  want  more  for  public 
service  than  private  gratification.  Having  nothing  further  to  communicate 
at  present  (and  would  to  (lod  I  had  nothing  at  all) 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respoct. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  Obedient 

Humble  servant, 

(signed)         ROBE  {IT  CAMPBELL. 


't 


ily,  1842. 


s  from  Fort 
1  sound,  un- 
aul  Boucher 
s  the  boat's 
y;  pin  which 
one  or  with- 
and  in  this 
such  a  coun- 
Mr.  Fisher 
ace,  who  to 
two  Indian 
If  Boucher 
at  Frances 

his  duty  all 
I  have  late 
im  to  which 
pugnauce  I 
tnsent  k  ap- 
t  such  casu- 
e  propriety 
able  me  to  I 
'caching  my 


Norway  House,  9th  July,  1842. 

John  Lee  Lewes,  Esq., 
McKenzies  River, 

Deak  Sir, — I  herewith  enclose  a  copy  of  the  9th  paragraph  of  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Committee's  Despatch  of  the  30th  March  last  to  which  I  beg  to 
draw  your  attention  and  I  have  to  request  that  the  required  information 
relative  to  whether  the  deceased  William  Mowat,  James  Loutett,  William 
Merriman  and  William  Robertson  have  made  Testamentary  dispositions  of 
their  property  ;  or  left  families  in  your  District  to  Mr.  Secretary  Smith  in 
order  to  enable  him  to  close  as  early  as  possible  the  Accounts  of  the  above 
unfortunate  men. 

The  Governor  and  Committee  as  well  as  the  Council  hope  that  you  will  with 
your  accustomed  activity  push  the  trade  of  McKenzies  River  into  those 
sections  of  that  L.^^trict  which  have  hitherto  been  little  known  to  us  and 
which  have  been  represented  to  be  rich  in  Beaver  and  other  fur  bearing 
animals.  From  the  nieane  placed  at  your  disposal  we  confidently  hope 
Frances  Luke  will  be  established  this  Summer,  that  Mr.  Campbell  has 
descended  the  stream  which  he  discovered  two  years  ago  since  to  a  con- 
siderable distance  and  ascertained  the  nature  of  the  country  through 
which  it  passes  and  if  any  accession  of  trade  can  be  expected  from  it.  In- 
deed we  are  sure  that  nothing  will  be  wanting  on  your  part  to  realize  the 
expectations  of  all  interested  k  that  by  your  wonted  diligence  you  will 
turn  the  means  placed  at  your  disposal  to  the  best  account. 

We  are  sorry   to  learn  that  Mr.   Campbell  has  sufifered  much  from 
the  scarcity  of  food  at  Fort  Halkett  but  we  hope  that  better  fare  is  ia 
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store  for  him  in  the  new    country  to  which  his  activity  &  enterprise  gave 
him  access  <fe  in  which  we  trust  he  will  gain  a  permanent  footing. 

On  the  recommendation  of  Governor  Simpson  ik  as  a  mark  of  appro- 
bation of  the  zeal  &  perseverance  he  hai^  shown  in  tiie  trying  k  critical 
situations  in  which  he  had  been  sometimes  placed  the  Council  has  increased 
his  salary  from  £75  to  £100  per  annum  from  and  after  the  1st  June,  1841 
which  you  will  be  pleased  to  communicate  to  him. 

Begging  reference  to  the  Minutes  of  Council  herewith  forwarded— 

I  am, — Dear  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Humble  servant, 

(signed)         DUNCAN  FINLAYSON,  C.F. 


John  Lee  Lewes,  Esquire 

Dear  Sir, — I  beg  leave  to  hand  you  the  enclosed  correspondence  to- 
gether with  the  list  of  mammalia  required  for  the  Zoological  collection  in 
the  British  Museum  and  have  to  request  the  favor  of  your  taking  the 
necessary  steps  to  procure  &  prepare  in  the  manner  prescribed  the  skins  of 
such  of  these  animals  as  can  be  conveniently  got  within  your  District. 

I  am. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  Obedt.  servant, 

(signed)     DUNCAN  FINLAYSON.  C.F. 


Fort  Norman, 

25tli  July,  1842. 
John  Lee  Lewes,  Esqr. 

ttc.  ikc.  ifec. 

Fort  Simpson. 

Sir, — I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you  that  the  afl'airs  of  this  place  still  wear 
a  favourable  aspect.  The  Indians  expected  daily  in  last  Spring  only  made 
their  appeaiance  during  the  latter  end  of  the  past  and  present  month  and 
considering  ihe  ditiiculties  they  had  they  mude  pretty  fair  hunts  in  Furs 
but  none  whatever  in  provisions. 

I  have  according  to  your  instructions  gone  in  search,  if  an  eligible  situa- 
tion could  be  found  for  an  Establishment  it  I  have  found  several  places 
secure  from  the  intrusion  of  water  but  scarce  of  fuel. 

Our  buildings  are  in  a  progres.sive  state,  still  do  not  come  on  too  rapidly 
for  want  of  more  hands.  I  beg  however  you  will  send  us  a  few  necessary 
tools  to  finish  the  inside  wc'k  with. 

The  only  Cow  we  have  had  very  unfortunately  died  all  of  a  sudden  a  few- 
days  ago  tt  I  sincerely  hope  you  will  send  us  another  along  with  the  Outfit. 
The  frequent  heavy  heavy  rains  this  sen.son  has  kept  the  river  in  a  con- 
tinual state  of  excitement  and  caused  our  fishery  to  be  very  unproductive. 
Our  crops  likewise  are  but  slow  in  growth  &  I  think  will  be  nothing  at  all. 

I  herewith  enclose  you  a  list  of  Furs,  Indent,  Inventoiy  and  private 
Orders. 

I  remain, 
Sir, 

Your  most  Obedt.  Servant, 

(signed)         ADAM  McBEATH. 
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Portage  la  Loche, 

July  29th,  1842. 
To  the  Governor, 

Chief  Factors  and  Chief  Traders  : — 

Gentlemen, — After  experiencing  the  usual  delays  of  a  summer  voyage 
in  this  Country  from  strong  head  winds  and  heavy  rains  on  the  21st  inst. 
I  arrived  safely  with  the  McKenzies  River  Brigade  of  four  Boats  at  this 
Portage;  and  the  Brigade  from  Norway  House  arrived  here  only  to-day,  the 
cargoes  brought  Ijy  these  Boats  to  outward  appearances  seem  to  be  in  any- 
thing but  good  order.  Having  intimated  per  Winter  Express  my  wish  of 
availing  myself  of  my  right  oi  Furlough  this  summer  to  Mr.  C.  F. 
Fitdayson  and  reijuestiug  of  that  gi-iitleman  to  otlicially  nominate  ray  suc- 
cessor to  the  charge  of  McKenzies  River  District  tinding  that  this  could  not 
be  complied  with  I  shall  moat  cheerfully  return  from  hence  to  assume  the 
duties  entrusted  tf)  me  for  the  last  two  ()utfits.  Such  being  the  case  I  shall 
lay  before  you  a  detailed  statement  of  facts  <.V  information  as  connected 
with  the  state  and  results  of  affairs  of  my  im[)ortant  charge  for  the  last 
Outtit  and  which  I  sincerly  trust  will  gi\e  you  satisf.iction  and  prove  altho' 
sorely  and  hardly  pressed  throughout  a  long  and  dreary  Winter  the  utmost 
has  been  dune  for  the  interest  of  the  CA)mpany  in  the  way  of  coUectiiig 
Furs  the  total  amount  of  the  Outgoing  Returns  for  41  amounts  to 
£1 1,161.4.8. — Remaining  inland  at  Peel's  River  £()ll.r2.8  making  a  total  of 
£11,77/5.  17.4,  which  by  comparativt-  statement  of  the  preceding  year  shews 
an  amelioration  of  better  than  £1,200  in  addition  to  tlie  Outlying  Returns 
for  41  also  18  Packs  valued  at  £1,672,10  belonging  to  Outfit  40  which 
remained  inland  last  year.  When  I  addressed  you  in  March  last  I  antici- 
pated far  handsomer  Returns  than  this,  disasters  of  a  severe  nature  after 
that  date  occuried  to  prevent  my  hopes  being  realized  which  the  following 
statement  will  unfold. 

On  the  26th  !May  last  with  the  boats  I  proceeded  to  the  lower  Posts,  on 
my  f  rival  at  Fort  Norman  T  found  that  Post  nearly  in  ruins,  caused  by 
the  breaking  \\y  of  the  River  Ice  which  had  nearly  carried  it  away,  the 
water  of  the  l-iiver  rose  up  to  the  Arches  of  the  Chimneys  in  the  houses. 
Stockading  levelled  v.  ith  the  ground  and  heavy  masses  of  ice  blockading  the 
inside  of  the  Fore,  no  serious  loss  however  either  to  person  or  property  was 
sustained  ^Ir.  .McBeiith  had  very  judiciously  taken  his  precautions  in 
time  by  having  his  old  boat  in  tlu;  woods  laden  with  his  tiacks  tand  the 
remainder  of  the  {)r(iperty  he  had  in  charge  his  live  stock  and  families  were 
on  an  eminence  .some  two  or  three  miles  distant  from  the  Establishment. 
Tiie  wa'.ers  ha\ing  subsided  he  returned  to  his  post  and  found  everything 
in  the  way  ol'  'uiil  lirigs  in  a  most  distr<>ssing  state.  Chimnies  down,  floor- 
ing all  torn  from  thrir  restevs  and  th«;  shells  of  the  houses  tottering  on 
their  foundiitions,  this  is  now  the  fourth  time  that  that  post  has  suffered 
from  the  breaking  up  of  the  River.  I  therefore  beg  to  suggest  the  pro- 
priety of  its  remo\al  to  a  more  secui-e  site.  The  safest  it  most  advan- 
tageous spot  after  a  two  days  examination  which  I  made  is  near  the  Forks 
of  the  Bears  River  where  if  the  peruiission  is  granted  I  should  propose  the 
establishing  a  new  post  in  lieu  of  the  present  dangerous  one.  Your  com- 
mands on  this  head  I  shall  most  anxiously  await,  in  the  meantime  I  hove 
to  inform  you  that  in  consideration  of  the  ruinous  state  of  the  buildings  I 
have  left  a  mi  n  more  with  Mr.  McBeath  this  summer  than  the  Minutes  of 
Council  authorizes,  so  as  to  enable  him  to  carry  on  the  ncessury  repairs 
required  to  make  the  old  buildings  halitable  before  the  setting  in  of  the 
Winter.     The  result  of  the  Trade  at  tluv  t  post  for  the  past  Outtit  is  equal 
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to  the  returns  of  the  proceeding  year,  and  would  if  the  state  of  the  season 
which  was  a  very  cold  &  late  one  in  the  lower  McKenzio  ha<l  not  prevented 
his  best  hunters  from  coming  in  with  their  spring  hunts  far  exceeded  it. 
The  management  of  the  post  of  Fort  JSorman  under  Mr.  McBeath  for  the 
last  two  years  has  given  me  entire  satisfaction  A  I  beg  leave  to  recommend 
him  to  your  notice  as  a  careful  good  servant  who  has  the  interest  of  his 
employers  much  at  heart. 

On  leaving  Fort  Norman  I  proceedeil  to  Fort  Gooil  Hope  whore  I  found 
Mr.  C.  T.  Fisher  in  a  fort  as  silent  as  the  many  recent,  graves  that  surround 
it,  the  usual  joyous  .sound  of  many  native  voices  that  'iseii  to  welcome  the 
arrival  of  the  upper  Craft  were  heard  no  longer,  faniin^^  the  most  dire  had 
assailed  them  after  Mr.  Fisher  left  his  charge  to  seek  help  ai  Fort  Norman 
— enclosed  is  a  copy  of  Mr.  Fisher's  Report  on  tlie  melancholy  circumstance 
to  me  which  in  his  own  words  will  explain  the  sad  state  of  that  post  such 
misery  and  want  having  prevailed  sweeping  off  I  may  say  all  the  best  Fur 
Hunters  of  the  Establishment,  nothing  was  or  could  be  done  after 
December  last  at  that  place  in  the  way  of  making  Packs  and  our  prospects 
for  the  future  from  there  is  l)lighted, — A  post  without  Indians  for  such  it 
is  at  present  will  never  pay  the  expense  of  keeping  it  up,  you  will  therefore 
please  transmit  your  orders  regartling  it  for  Outfit  /42  it  will  be  kept  up 
but  on  a  very  reduced  scale  both  in  men  and  goods.  I  am  sorry  and  most 
uneasy  that  I  cannot  give  you  any  Spring  intelligence  from  Mr.  Bell  at 
Peel's  River.  From  Fort  .Simpson  in  February  last  I  sent  off  Despatches 
to  Mr.  Bell  as  I  did  tlie  preceding  year  desiring  him  to  forward  to  Fort 
Good  Hope  upon  the  last  Ice  his  latest  news.  Inventory,  Men's  Winter 
Advances,  &c.  ifec.  the  two  men  sent  left  Fort  Good  Hope  of  the  18th 
March,  having  48  lbs.  provisionH  between  them  whicVi  at  2  lbs.  per  day 
each  wouuld  take  them  twelve  days  ample  time  if  well  employed  to  perform 
the  trip,  whether  the^e  two  men  have  perished  "  En  Route  "  and  thus 
deprived  Mr.  Rell  of  the  Despatches  forwarded  timi-  alone  can  tell.  Mr. 
Hector  McKenzie  was  to  have  been  out  from  Peel's  River  in  the  last  ice 
for  tlie  purpose  of  taking  his  passage  to  Norway  House  by  the  Summer 
Crafts,  he  ha\ing  intimated  his  intention  of  (juitting  the  service  at  the 
close  of  last  Outfit  ;  during  the  course  of  the  ensuing  season  measures  will 
be  taken  to  afford  him  a  passage  next  spring. 

Oiibbuck  the  Es(|uimeaux  Interpreter  last  summer  according  to  my 
instructions  was  taken  from  Peel's  River  to  be  in  readiness  at  Slave  Lake 
to  accompany  new  expeditions  that  might  have  been  in  contemplation,  he 
was  the  last  winter  at  a  reduced  sala.'y  from  £25  to  19.  and  as  I  have  not 
learnt  from  Mr.  C  T.  Bell  whether  he  re(|uires  him  again  or  not  I  have 
de.;ained  him  till  I  hear  from  that  Gentleman. 

On  the  day  of  my  return  to  Foft  Simpson  with  the  n'turns  of  the  Lower 
Posts  Messrs.  Brisbois  k  Campbell  arrived  from  their  respective  charges  of 
Fort  de  T.iai'd  k  Fort  Halkett.  The  returns  of  the  former  post  is  some- 
what better  than  last  year  i^'  that  of  the  latter  post  much  about  the  same  ; 
at  Fort  de  Liard  our  returns  were  greatly  injured  by  the  ever  prevailing 
misfortune  of  Mclvenzie's  River  "  Starvation  "  no  less  than  thirty-tive  men 
(first  rate  Hunters)  women  k  children  perishing  miserably  from  famine 
Mr.  Brisbois  k  family  are  here  thus  far  En  Route  towards  Canada  as  he  is 
quitting  the  service  in  conformity  to  the  information  he  gave  of  so  doing 
last  sunmier  &  I  beg  leave  to  note  that  during  the  two  years  he  has  served 
under  me  I  have  every  cause  to  be  satisfied  with  his  able  management  of 
Fort  de  Liard.  Returns  it  is  true  have  not  come  up  to  some  former  years 
this  originated  "  im  cau^ies  which  he  had  no  control  over.  Indians  annually 
perishing  fror:.  vant  of  food  unpropitious  seasons  for  hunting  are  the  sole 
cause  of  the  falling  off  of  that  post.  Mr.  Campb'ill  at  Fort  Halkett  got 
over  the  close  of  the  past  season  without  suffering  material  privation,  and  I 
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have  now  to  report  for  information  that  I  left  that  Gentleman  at  Fort 
Simpson  waitint,'  the  falling  ort  of  the  heavy  Summer  flush  of  w^ter  of  the 
River  de  Liard  to  proceed  to  establish  a  new  Post  at  Frances  Lake,  he  is 
to  proceed  in  two  small  boats  made  expressly  for  the  purpose  manned  by 
10  of  our  very  best  men  I'i:  four  Indians  and  as  amply  found  in  all  necessaries, 
particularly  so  in  proMsions  it  tishiag  tackles — My  instructions  to  Mr. 
Campbell  for  his  future  guidance  you  will  learn  by  the  enclo-icd  letter  to 
that  Gentleman  which  will  explain  ami  point  out  the  cause  of  my  deviating 
from  the  number  of  men  as  appointed  by  Council  &  I  fcmdly  trust  that 
from  the  known  activity  of  Mr.  Campbell  both  f(jr  perseverance  and  steady 
pursuing  the  object  in  view  that  he  will  successfully  establish  this  new  post 
it  that  by  his  next  summcis  trip  of  Discovery  he  will  open  a  further  Held 
for  our  enterprise  &  profit. 

Closing  the  Returns  of  Fort  Simpson  for  the  past  Outfit  shews  an  increase 
on  that  of  last  year  but  not  so  satisfactory  as  I  would  have  wished  towards 
sprin;,^  &  the  best  time  for  Marten  hunting  the  P'ort  Simpson  Indians  had 
their  shaie  of  the  general  scaiceity  it  want  of  food  tho' none  died  of  famine, 
scarceily  of  Reindeer  from  one  end  lo  the  other  of  McKenzie's  River  has 
been  the  cause  of  so  much  distress,  caused  the  Indians  stati'  by  the  uncom- 
mon mildness  of  the  past  winter  which  always,  when  such  happens  ketips  the 
deer  far  iiorth  &  in  the  o])en  barren  grounds — having  now  closet!  the  state- 
ment of  affairs  of  tlie  several  Posts  up  to  the  time  of  my  departure  for  Fort 
Simpson,  the  next  point  to  draw  your  attention  is  the  Summer  arrange- 
ments of  the  same. 

To  wit — Peels  River  as  last  accounts  allowing  the  two  Express  men  to  be 
living — 

Mr.  C.  T.  Bell,  Hector  McKenzie  A.  p  M  it  9  men 

Fort  Good  Hope.     No  nfanager  2  men 

Fort  Norman  Mr.  AFcBoath  &  2  men 

Fort  Simpson — Mr.  Alcxr  Christie  junr  it  3  men  including  Oub 
buck  the  P]s(|uimeaux. 

Fort  de  Liard  — Mr.  C.  T.  Fisher  it  2  men 

Fort  Halkett,  Jilr.  Pambran  it  1  man 

Post  of  Frances   Lake  and   trip  of  Discovery  to  the  Westward 
summer    43  Mr.  R.  Campbell  it  10  men. 

The  winter  managf^rs  of  the  .several  posts  will  be  unless  any  unforeseen 
circumstance  has  transpired  to  alter  my  present  plans  as  they  stand  stated 
above.  Mr.  Alex.  Christie  Junr.  I  propose  placing  at  Fort  <Jood  Hope 
for  the  Winter,  this  young  Gentleman  past  the  last  Wii\ter  with  me  it  gave 
perfect  satisfaction,  he  is  a  smart,  actiie,  powerful  young  man  &  will  I  feel 
Hssured  do  justice  to  a  more  important  charge  that  Good  Hope  is  likely  to 
be  for  the  future.  He  has  intimated  his  intention  of  retiring  from  the  ser- 
vice next  summer — I  also  l)ej>  leave  while  on  the  topic  of  retiring  officers  to 
state  that  Mr.  C.  F.  Fislier  has  intimated  his  intention  of  retiring  from  the 
Fur  Trade  at  the  cftise  of  Outfit  42,  his  written  resignation  I  have  for- 
warded under  cover  to  Governor  Simpson.  Hector  McKenzie  also  goes  one 
showing  a  withdrawal  of  no  less  than  3  officers  from  the  District,  if  these 
annual  chopping  *  f>hnn(;ing  of  officers  is  bfiiiefiLial  to  my  charge  I  leave 
you  Gentlemen  to  judge,  as  it  would  ill  become  me  individually  to  give  my 
opinion  on  such  a  delicate  subject  and  to  all  your  better  judgments  I  must 
leave  the  decision  of  the  number  of  officers  kind  of  officers  to  be  sent  in 
next  summer  for  filling  up  the  vacancies  that  will  take  place. 

Either  Mr.  Hardisty  or  young  Pruden  will  be  sent  to  join  Mr.  C.  T.  Bell 
at  Peels  River  ensuing  Autumn  as  our  assistance  to  that  Gentleman  ife  to  be 
sent  out  next  Spring  with  a  small  party  on  a  trip  of  Discovery  across  the 
Mountains  to  the  westward  from  whence  the  Peels  River  Beaver  come. 
Mr.  Campbell  at  Frances  Lake  is  still  without  an  assistant  &  must  remain 
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BO  until  your  pleasures  are  further  made  known  to  me  on  that  subject. 
Of  the  6  recruits  sent  pr  Portage  la  Loche  Boats  I  have  detained  4  to 
replace  the  same  number  going  out, — only  one  of  these  four  has  his  time 
out  »fe  is  quitting  the  service  vizt  McDonald  our  Boat  builder  «fe  it  is  more 
than  passing  strange  that  after  the  early  notice  I  gave  of  this  mans  deter- 
mination of  quitting  the  service  at  the  end  of  his  time,  that  another  in  his 
capacity  has  not  been  sent  on.  Boats  we  must  have  for  the  business  of  the 
District  and  no  one  to  make  tliem.  Bruce  the  Guide  it  is  true  is  a  Boat 
Builder,  but  he  is  not  so  engaged  it  to  induce  him  to  add  this  to  his  other 
duties  a  consideration  in  the  way  of  Gratuities  would  be  expected,  but  as  I 
have  not  your  sanction  for  making  him  the  offer,  I  shall  not  do  it. 

Two  of  the  men  going  out  are  Invalids  unfit  for  service  viz  Norman 
JVIcPhail  severely  afflicted  with  the  gravel  it  James  Spence  native  from  Red 
River  last  season,  a  stiffness  in  his  knee  joint  with  a  leg  of  incurable  ulcer- 
ous running  sores  has  rendered  him  untit  for  duty  ever  since  last  January. 

The  fourth  man  going  out  is  Murdoch  Marten  a  recruit  of  the  last  seasons 
importation  quite  unfit  to  perform  a  man's  duty  from  sheer  bodily  weakness 
and  should  be  sent  back  from  whence  he  came  as  a  useless  burden  on  the 
Compatiy. 

31st.  The  Cargoes  brought  here  tiy  Lesperance  have  this  evening  nearly 
all  reached  the  half  way  stage  of  the  Portage  it  I  beg  leave  to  inform  you, 
Cargoes  in  such  a  bad  condition  I  never  saw  delivered  anywhere.  Cases 
smashed,  kettles  loose  it  scattered  with  holes  knocked  in  their  bottoms. 
Powder  kegs  without  ends,  many  wanting  a  great  part  of  their  original  con- 
tents Indeed  want  of  care  en  route  by  the  crews  is  matnfest  almost  upon 
every  piece  of  property  the  bad  quality  of  the  powder  kegs  is  certainly 
most  disgraceful  &  a  day  will  arrive  when  some  sad  accident  will  occur  to 
prove  that  better  must  l)e  had  ;  the  loss  we  annually  sustain  ere  such  frail 
<fe  flimsy  keys  can  reach  their  destination  is  of  a  most  serious  nature  to  us 
by  lessenini;  our  quantum  of  the  most  valuable  and  essential  article  that  is 
sent  to  the  McKenzie,  not  a  time  are  the  boats  unloaded  but  loose  powder 
is  lo  be  seen  all  over  the  flo'iring,  an  accidental  spark  among  which  would 
be  instant  destruction  to  Boats  and  Crews.  Independent  of  the  careless 
and  bad  state  that  the  cargoes  have  been  delivered  to  me.  I  have  further  to 
complain  of  dishonesty  among  the  crews.  A  bale  of  Irish  twist  tobacco 
was  opened  En  Route  and  the  greater  proportion  of  it  stolen  honest  and 
caieful  men  in  future  would  be  preferable  to  such  a  set  of  scamps,  and  I 
have  also  further  to  draw  you  attention  to  a  circumstance  which  calls  again 
for  your  interference.  Some  few  years  ago  strict  orders  were  if  I  mistake 
not  issued  preventing  the  crews  of  the  Portage  la  Loche  Brigade,  embar- 
rassing the  boats  with  Flour  ct  Butter  from  Red  River  to  sell  at  this  Port- 
age the  two  preceding  summers  nothing  of  the  kind  to  my  knowledge  took 
place  ;  this  summer  the  custom  has  again  been  renewed  it  quantities  both 
of  Flour  it  Butter  have  as  a  matter  of  course'  met  with  a  ready  and  high 
priced  market  from  the  men  of  McKenzieV  River.  The  number  of  recruits 
to  be  sent  in  next  summer  to  relieve  those  leaving  the  District  I  must  leave 
to  your  decision,  fourteen  of  them  have  their  times  up  at  the  close  of  Out- 
fit 42,  part  of  these  I  make  no  doubt  may  he  induced  to  renew  their  con- 
tracts but  the  number  I  cannot  at  pre.sent  take  upon  myself  to  say. 

Our  Blacksmith  for  certain  is  fully  hent  upon  going  next  season  it  will 
therefore  be  absolutely  necessar\'  to  have  one  to  replace  him  for  the  District 
cannot  be  without  one — and  I  beg  leave  to  request  of  Mr.  C.  F.  Finlayson  to 
provide  us  one  by  engaging  a  young  man  of  the  name  of  LaCate  he  is  one 
of  the  crew  of  the  Pcrtage  Boats  this  summer  I  have  .sounded  him  on  the 
subject  ife  he  will  I  think  consent  to  enter  the  service  at  Inland  Black- 
smiths wages  £24  per  annum  on  a  three  years  contract.  Again  I  beg  leave 
to  draw  your  attention  to  the  circumstance  of  our  having  no  Boat  Carpenter 
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in  the  District  «fe  I  most  anxiously  beg  that  an  efficient  one  may  be  sent  us 
for  our  business  absolutely  re(|uires  a  man  of  that  trade. 

I  have  to  report  for  youi-  information  that  not  a  native  of  the  Chipewy 
tribe  who  are  here  collected  this  summer  (their  numbers  are  very  few)  have 
carried  a  piece  of  property  for  an)' man  bploiiging  to  McKenzies  River  ;  old 
Cardinal  with  his  family  are  here  it  have  34  pack  hoises  niuong  them  these 
have  assisted  the  people  without  any  hindrance  on  my  part. 

August  2nd.  The  outgoing  Returns  for  McKenzies  River  have  been 
delivered  to  Lesperance  ik  he  will  be  "  En  Route ''  to-morrow  for  F  A'  I 
beg  leave  to  state  that  the  packs  have  been  delivered  to  him  in  the  best 
possible  condition  dry  sound  &  well  packed  it  and  in  like  manner  I  trust 
they  will  be  handed  at  Factory.  Lesperanct-  has  been  well  warned  to  be 
careful  of  his  valuable  cargoes  "  En  Route  "  he  has  promised  to  be  so  Jl:  I 
hope  he  will  keep  his  promise. 

The  day  after  tomorrow  I  expect  also  to  be  once  more  En  Route  for  Fort 
Simpson  it  having  nothing  further  worthy  of  drawing  your  attention — I 
beg  leave  to  remain. 

Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedt.  Servant, 


(Signed) 


JOHN  LEE  LEWES. 

C.  F. 
H.  //.  B.  Comiiany. 


Fort  Simpson, 

November  17th,  1842. 


To  the 


Governor,  Chief  Factors 

i  Chief  Traders. 


Gentlkmex, — I  feel  deeply  grieved  that  the  opening  paragi-aph  of  my  pres- 
ent communication  must  be  to  lay  liefore  you  a  statement  of  tlie  melancholy 
fate  of  two  of  the  Company's  servants  attached  to  tiiis  District  last  year 
"John  Spence  A  Murdoch  Morrison.  '  My  letter  to  you  from  Portage  La 
Loche  last  July  would  have  int'orinod  you  that  those  two  men  were 
dispatchetl  to  Peel's  River  with  our  Winter  Express  from  Fort  Good  Hope 
on  the  18th  March  last  and  up  to  the  date  of  my  departure  from  that  Post 
1st  June  last  no  intelligence  had  been  h(M.rd  fiom  them.  Despatches  received 
from  Good  Hope  last  Septr.  has  at  last  unfolded  the  fate  of  these  poor  men, 
and  a  more  frightful  one  I  believe  not  to  be  on  record  in  all  our  dealings 
and  intercourse  with  the  North  .Vmerican  ti-ibes.  Whites  have  often  been 
sacrificed  by  the  Natives  throughout  the  country  from  a  spirit  of  revenge, 
retaliation  or  wantonness  but  never  did  a  white  man  receive  his  death-blow 
from  the  hands  of  Indian  Murderers  purposely  to  afford  such  murderers  a 
horrid  meal  on  the  bodies  of  their  fallen  Victims  as  was  the  case  in  the 
present  instance.  By  what  has  come  to  our  knowledge  of  this  melancholy 
circumstance  it  appears  that  during  the  second  night  after  the  two  men 
had  left  Good  Hope  that  they  were  while  asleep  in  their  encampments 
knocked  on  the  head  by  a  party  of  starving  Cannibal  Indiana,  innnediately 
cut  to  pieces  and  devoured,  report  stated  that  four  women  were  the  perpe- 
trators of  this  dreadful  deed,  they  are  still  living  and  at  large  in  the  vicinity 
of  Good  Hope,  it  is  further  reported  of  these  four  women  that  previous  to 
the  murder  of  our  two  men  they  had  killed  and  eaten  all  their  husbands 
and  children  except  one  of  the  latter  a  little  boy  who  was  last  Sept  in  life 
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with  its  mother.  Are  these  women,  Gentlemen  to  be  punished  if  I  can  get 
a  hold  on  them  ?  Your  instructions  regarding  them  T  shall  expect  to  receive 
pr  first  opportunity  till  then  restraint  of  their  persons  only  will  be  put 
in  force  against  them,  that  is  if  any  of  tliera  should  fall  into  our  hands 
befori!  I  receive  your  detitiito  o'  lers  of  what  is  to  be  (Iduo  with  them.  I 
beg  that  what  orders  you  may  ueem  it  advisable  to  issue  regarding  them 
may  be  full  and  explicit,  in  the  meautim  •  I  shall  refrain  from  entering 
further  on  this  unpleasant  cirLUinstance  and  draw  your  attention  to  the 
general  state  of  the  Company's  affairs  in  this  District  up  to  th<'  last  dates. 
It  was  n(jt  till  the  L'Sth  August  last  that  I  reached  this  in  perfect  safety 
with  the  Brigade  from  Portage  La  Loche  and  which  was  fourteen  days 
later  than  each  of  the  two  preceding  years,  my  long  detention  at  Portage 
La  Loche  waiting  t'le  aiTival  of  Lesperance  and  a  seiies  of  strong  head 
winds  were  the  cause  of  my  late  arrival  here  which  if  the  autumn  had 
proved  as  unpropitious  as  those  of  "40  and  '41  were,  our  business  for  the  far 
off  Posts  would  have  been  attended  with  much  ditlicuity,  and  to  that  of 
Frances  Lake  in  particular  in  all  probability  the  Boat  talring  supplies  there 
would  have  been  set  fast  in  the  drifting  ice  in  the  river.  The  weather  I  am 
happy  to  say  throughout  the  Fall  has  been  fine  and  mild  in  tlio  extreme  no 
Ice  to  be  seen  drifting  down  stream  till  the  21st  Oct  which  fortunate  cir- 
cumstance I  am  happy  to  say  enabled  our  distant  voyages  to  be  performed 
in  perfect  safety  that  is,  those  to  the  old  established  posts.  Whether  the 
one  to  Frances  Lake  terminated  undei-  Frances  Whitford's  guidance  as 
successfully  as  all  the  others  I  have  yet  to  learn,  but  more  of  that  quarter 
in  its  proper  place.  Each  year  that  I  have  accomf  .i<'d  the  Brigade  to 
Portage  La  Locho  I  have  found  myself  there  before  Lesperance  and  owing 
uO  the  long  detention  there  lasi.  year  we  suffered  some  privations — our  stock 
of  provisions  i-unning  short,  to  guard  against  similar  detentions  in  future  I 
beg  to  recommend  that  the  Brigade  fmm  Norway  House  leave  that  depot 
not  later  than  the  10th  June  for  if  either  have  to  wait  at  the  Portage  for 
the  other,  better  them  tlmn  us,  they  are  always  well  provisioned  and  have 
nets  to  fish  in  Lac  La  Loche  and  without  inconvenience  to  themselves  can 
nflbrd  to  wait  a  few  days,  not  so  with  us,  our  provisions  from  Athabasca  is 
on  a  scale  for  making  our  trip  promptly  to  and  from  the  Portage — conse- 
(juently  if  we  meet  with  detentions  "  En  Route"  our  men  suffer  the  pangs 
of  hunger    which  to  a  hard  working  voyager  is  anything  but  agreeable. 

Immediately  after  my  arrival  here  no  time  was  lost  in  making  up  the 
several  outfits  for  the  different  posts  and  giving  the  servants  their  annual 
tidvnnces,  s'(  .soon  as  this  part  of  my  duty  was  performed  the  crafts  left  for 
their  several  destinations,  the  last  of  them  on  the  morning  of  the  iird 
September.  The  Winter  arrangements  for  the  several  posts  then  had  taken 
place  viz. :  — 

Frances  J^ake  : — Mr.  Robert  Campbell  and  ten  men,  including  Guide  and 
Interpreter. 

Fort  Halkett : — Mr.  Pambran  and  three  men. 

Fort  de  Liard  : — Mr.  C.  T.  Fisher  and  six  men. 

Peel's  River  : — Mr.  C.  T.  Bell,  James  Prudens,  seven  men  and  an  appren 
tice  boy  a  son  of  Frances  Hoole  engaged  last  Spring  on  a  seven  years  Con- 
tract and  sent  to  Peel's  River  from  whence  I  have  desired  Mr.  C.  T.  Bell  to 
send  him  witii  the  Louoheux  Chief  for  two  or  three  years  so  as  to  perfect 
himself  in  the  language  of  that  tribe  that  he  may  hereafter  act  as  Interpre- 
ter for  the  Post  of  Peel's  River. 

Fort  Good  Hope  : — Mr.  Alex.  Christie  and  three  men. 

Fort  Norman  : — Mr.  Adam  McBeath  and  four  men. 

Fort  Simpson  : — Mr.  C.  F.  Lewes,  Mr.  William  Hardesty  and  nineteen 
men,  part  of  these  men  wintered  at  the  Big  Island  Fishery  after  having 
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performed  the  trip  to  the  Ix)ng  Portage  west  branch  river,  our  provision 
store  being  too  low  to  admit  of  keeping  them  all  here 

Mr.  Hector  McKenzie  apprentice  Pt.  Master  I  found  at  this  place  on  my 
arrival,  he  had  arrived  but  a  few  days  before  me  from  Peel's  River,  and  as 
it  was  then  too  late  for  forwarding  him  to  Red  River  in  the  regular  Sum- 
mer crafts  he  passes  the  present  Winter  at  the  Big  Island  Fishery  in  charge 
of  that  station,  his  salary  for  the  current  year  must  be  left  to  your  decision. 

On  the  30th  September  last  I  received  despatches  from  the  lower  posts, 
Mr.  C.  T.  Bell  was  at  Good  Hope  when  Mr.  Christie,  junr,  reached  that 
post  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  information  received  from  Mr.  Bell 
regarding  his  charge  and  future  prospects  is  not  of  so  high  and  satisfactory 
a  nature  as  would  be  wished.  The  Natives  of  his  post  were  partakers  of 
the  (general  scarcity  of  food  last  season  the  consequence  of  which  has  been 
a  great  falling  off  in  the  article  of  Beaver,  the  total  returns  last  year  were 
1200  odd,  this  year  of  what  is  at  present  stored  at  (Jood  Hope  only  600,  a 
few  more  may  be  added  to  this  ere  Spring  but  not  in  sufficient  numbers  I 
suspect  to  make  it  tally  with  the  past  outfit  the  total  number  of  packs 
brought  by  Mr.  Bell  to  Good  Hope  are  51.  Eleven  of  these  belong  to 
outfit  41  and  the  other  40  to  the  current  season  In  addition  to  the 
decrease  in  the  Beaver  returns  from  that  post  a  general  scarcity  of  pro- 
visions nt  it  is  likewise  to  be  much  regretted,  by  Mr.  Hector  McKenzie. 
Mr.  Bell  wrote  to  me  stating  the  picture  of  his  future  prospects  for  passing 
the  long  and  dreary  Winter  and  that  unless  he  received  assistance  in  the 
way  of  provisions  he  dreaded  fatal  results  towards  himself  and  those  under 
his  command  before  ensuing  spring.  To  aid  him  as  I  would  have  wished 
was  out  of  my  power.  The  total  failure  I  may  siiy  throughout  the  District 
both  last  Spring  and  Summer  in  the  provision  trade  rendered  such 
impossible  not  two  thousand  had  been  collected  during  Summer  among  all 
the  posts  and  what  was  nifide  in  this  «'ssential  commodity  was  only  at  Forts 
Simpson  and  Xornian,  not  an  ounce  was  available  from  any  of  the  other 
posts  towards  our  general  disl)ursemeiits,  nevertheless  low  as  I  found  my- 
self for  meetiig  all  the  heavy  demands  from  this  place;  Mr.  Bell,  couie 
what  may  had  to  be  assisted,  and  he  was  so  to  the  utmost  of  my  power, 
from  this  he  received  1400  lb.  of  dry  meat  and  Pen^ecan  and  from  Fort 
Norman  cOO  11).  of  the  former  making  iti  all  1!)00  lb.,  on  receiving  this  at 
Good  Hope  he  writes  that  with  that  supply  sent  he  thinks  he  will  be  able 
to  pass  the  ensuing  winter  if  not  ir'  absolute  pientj'  at  least  so  as  to  keep 
body  and  soul  together. 

Mr.  Bell  during  last  summer  lad  undertaken  a  trip  of  discovery  to  the 
West  side  of  the  Mountains  but  owing  to  the  desertion  of  his  Indian  guide 
it  was  a  failure.  The  following  paragraph  of  his  letter  will  put  you  in 
possession  of  all  that  is  interesting  to  learn  on  ihat  head. 

In  my  communication  of  22nd  last  June  previous  to  my  departure  on  a 
voyage  accross  the  Western  Mountains  I  entertained  sanguine  hopes  of 
being  able  to  reach  the  large  River  mentioned  by  the  Mu-cjuash  Indians 
whicli  flows  through  the  country  iidiabited  by  a  tribe  of  the  Musquash 
Indians  more  remote  than  themselves.  The  desertion  of  my  guides  k  the 
difiiculty  of  procuring  provisions  defeated  my  expectations,  the  distance 
from  the  Peel  to  cross  a  long  chain  of  mountains  will  I  fear  be  an  insur- 
mountable barrier  in  the  way  of  extending  the  trade  to  that  part  of  the 
country.  We  took  4  days  of  ditficult  travelling  to  reach  a  ."mall  river 
which  descends  between  the  Mountains  in  a  S.  W.  course,  this  stream  is 
fordable  where  I  fell  upon  it  but  like  all  the  Rivers  which  rise  in  the 
Mountains,  it  is  fed  by  innumerable  rivulets  which  greatly  contribute  to 
augment  its  waters  and  renders  it  of  sufficient  depth  for  small  boats.  I 
attempted  to  carry  a  small  canoe  accross  the  Mountains  but  owing  to  the 
badness  of  the  road  the  men  were  obliged  to  abandon  it,  on  arriving  at  the 
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river  I  felt  tlie  want  of  a  canoe  to  navigate  it  ik  the  two  menik  two  Indians 
that  accompanied  me  soon  made  a  raft  with  which  we  decended  three  days 
tlie  current  being  hardly  perceptible,  our  progress  was  consequently  slow, 
in  the  evening  of  the  third  day  we  happened  to  find  three  small  Indian 
canoes  on  the  Beach  two  of  these  we  tied  together  with  cords  <&  embarking 
two  men  in  each,  the  third  with  one  man  in  it  preceded  us  for  the  purpose 
of  killing  '-^me  for  our  daily  wants.  We  now  proceeded  more  expeditiously 
with  our  fidil  vessels  which  the  least  wind  and  ripple  threatened  to  over- 
whelm ;  after  having  travelled  4  days  we  arrived  at,  a  Cninp  of  Kat  Indians 
which  they  apparently  abandoned  a  few  days  before.  My  guide  whose  re- 
lations they  were  proposed  to  go  and  se?'  them  at  a  short  distance  in  land 
for  the  purpose  of  obtuining  some  dry  fish  for  our  vc)yaj;e,  promising  to 
come  back  early  next  morning  which  he  never  intended  to  fulfil ;  but  i.^ok 
the  precaution  of  sending  another  in  his  place,  at  first  I  was  highly  pleased 
with  this  substitute  being  an  experienced  man  and  seemed  well  ac^^uainted 
with  the  river  to  which  we  were  bound.  The  second  day  after  we  set  out 
with  this  new  guide  I  was  much  surprised  on  'learing  him  declare  that  he 
would  proceed  no  further  with  us  alleging  the  distance  to  reach  the  large 
river,  1  so  anxiously  wished  to  see,  to  be  so  great  that  we  should  be  over- 
taken by  the  cold  bi'fore  we  could  be  able  to  come  tmck  in  the  I' all  and 
thai  for  want  of  clothing  he  was  not  piepared  for  such  a  long  journey.  I 
remonstrated  with  him  in  vain  on  the  impropriety  of  his  conduct  but  no 
persuasion  could  induce  him  to  change  his  mind  I  then  had  no  alterna- 
tive but  to  return,  being  apprehensive  had  I  persevered  in  reaching  the 
object  of  my  wish  without  a  guide  I  might  probably  return  too  late  to 
forward  the  Returns  to  Fort  Good  Hope  &  having  left  nol)ody  at  the  Fort 
to  do  it  in  my  absence.  The  route  to  return  by  the  river  being  long  and 
winding  the  Indian  guided  us  home  across  the  country  of  the  Musquash 
Indians  and  we  arrived  at  the  Fort  on  the  24th  July  after  an  absence  of 
32  days.  In  my  voyage  down  the  River  I  observed  the  scarcity  of  wood 
and  have  not  seen  one  place  where  large  timber  fit  for  building  could  be 
found.  From  this  imperfect  sketch  you  will  be  better  able  to  judge  of  the 
practicability  of  establishing  a  post  beyond  the  Western  Mountains.  From 
Good  Hope  11th  Sept.  he  wiites  :  "By  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Christie  here 
yestt-rday  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favor  under  date  the 
31st  ulto  accompanying  the  outfit  for  Peel's  River  a  few  pieces  of  which 
got  wet  on  the  passage  down  in  consequence  of  the  leaking  of  the  boat.  I 
am  truly  pleased  to  see  the  quantity  of  Pemecan  and  dry  meat  _,  ou  have 
forwarded  by  this  conveyance  which  will  render  us  great  service  k  I  sin- 
cerely trust  will  be  the  means  of  enabling  me  to  pass  the  approaching  long 
winter  without  want.  I  arrived  at  this  place  on  the  30th  ulto  after  a 
favourable  and  expeditious  passage  of  7  days.  The  returns  amounting  to 
51  packs  were  stored  here  in  perfect  good  order,  I  am  truly  distressed  to 
actjuaint  you  with  the  unfortunate  fate  of  the  two  Express  men  who  were 
cruelly  murdered  by  the  Indians  of  this  Post  three  days  journey  below  the 
Establishment  and  their  bodies  have  no  doubt  been  eaten  by  their  mur- 
derers. It  is  reported  that  a  widow  with  her  family  who  committed  this 
horrid  crime  and  when  the  fact  of  her  being  the  murderer  is  clearly  ascer- 
tained and  proved  against  her  an  exemplary  punishment  ought  to  be 
inflicted  on  the  cannibals. 

Next  Summer  either  Mr.  Bell  or  Mr.  J.  S.  Pruden  will  again  make  the 
attempt  to  penetrate  to  the  Westward  for  the  purpose  of  exploring  that 
unknown  part  of  the  country. 

The  Post  of  Good  Hope  was  under  the  charge  last  Summer  of  one  of  the 
common  men  Buonaventure  St.  Amand  the  dreadful  misfortune  of  last 
season  has  left  so  few  Indians  that  but  little  could  be  expected  from  the 
few  that  do  survive.     Mr.  Christie,  junior,  writes  that  a  few  furs  were  in 
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store  when  he  arrived  but  not  a  mouthful  of  dry  Provisions  but  notwith- 
standing his  then  scarcity  his  hopes  for  the  future  were  somewhat  sanguine 
of  procuring  some  for  a  few  Indians  had  been  in  and  report  that  the  Rein 
Deer  were  flocking  from  the  Coiust  to  the  Interior. 

The  Summer  report  from  Fort  Norman  is  as  satisfactory  as  can  be 
wished  for  the  provisirn  trade  excepted  which  only  yielded  800  pounds,  500 
of  which  was  sent  to  Mr.  Bell,  but  I  am  not  apprehensive  that  any  scarcity 
of  food  for  Winter  Consumption  will  take  place  at  fhat  Post.  Mr.  A. 
McHe.ith  has  tiie  Bear's  Lake  at  hand  for  yielding  a  supply  of  fish,  the  able 
manner  in  which  he  last  year  iivailed  himself  of  this  reserve  proved  of  the 
greatest  benefit  not  only  to  those  immediately  undoi-  him  hut  to  his 
neighl)ours  likewise  this  year  he  has  followed  the  same  plan  b}-  boating  liis 
fis>h  home  and  will  I  trust  procure  plenty  for  passing  the  present  winter. 
In  another  part  of  this  letter  I  stated  that  the  last  Cruft  left  this  with 
outfits  on  the  3rd  September  these  were  two  boats  for  the  long  Portage 
West  Branch  Biver  having  on  board  the  Outfits  of  Forts  Halkett  and  de 
Liard  and  additional  supplied  for  Frances  Lake  on  account  of  the  current 
year,  and  likewise  an  outfit  for  Frances  Lake  for  Outfit  /43  to  lay  in  depot 
at  Fort  Halkett  till  next  Summer  where  Mr.  Campbell  if  he  requires  it 
early  can  send  for  it  on  the  20th  September,  liapte.  Bruce  who  was  guide 
and  had  charge  of  these  two  boat.s  arrived  safe  at  the  Portage  and  there  he 
found  Mr.  Pambran  &  Whitford  the  latter  from  Frs.  Lake  with  one  small 
boat  sent  according  to  my  instructions  by  Mr.  Campbell  to  take  up  the 
additional  Outfit  and  servants  advances.  Whitford  left  the  Portage  on  the 
following  morning  after  Bruces  arrival  for  Frances  Lake  since  then  T  have 
received  no  tidings  from  that  place.  Bruce  returned  from  the  Portage  on 
the  25th  September  when  I  received  letters  from  Messrs.  Campbell  and 
Pambran.  The  following  paragraphs  from  that  of  Mr.  Campbells  will  put 
you  in  possession  of  all  that  that  gentleman  reports  regaiding  the  new 
establishment  forming  under  his  management.  Agreeably  to  your  instruc- 
tions Whitford  with  a  boat  and  slender  crew  will  leave  here  Monday  next 
(5th)  to  meet  those  sent  from  Fort  Simpson  with  the  Outfit  at  "Portage  de 
Diable  "  which  with  such  velocity  of  current  in  their  favour  I  hope  they 
will  reach  by  the  tenth. 

I  would  willingly  transmit  to  you  by  the  same  conveyance  the  various 
informations  you  requested  regarding  the  natives,  itc,  but  I  had  not  the 
pleasure  yet  of  seeing  any  exclu.sive  of  those  composing  my  own  party,  one 
family  and  of  my  old  acquaintance  is  all  that  I  saw  since  I  left  Fort  de 
Liard  and  in  lieu  of  any  other  news  I  will  give  you  the  outline  of  our 
voyage  up  which  was  the  most  toilsome  that  can  possibly  be  conceived 
rendered  particularly  so  from  the  unusual  circumstance  of  the  water  having 
kept  uncommonly  high  the  whole  summer,  till  indeed  after  our  arrival  herfe, 
the  current  everywhere  strong  and  in  many  places  one  continuation  of 
rapids  and  but  little  beach  to  afford  tracking  that  the  people  were  com- 
pletely exhausted  especially  the  Indian  part  of  the  crew, which  were  so 
much  overcome  with  fatigue  that  they  were  not  worth  being  named  as 
such. 

From  Fort  de  Liard  (which  we  left  on  the  4th  July)  we  were  till  the 
18th  reaching  the  Portage  being  some  days  water  bound  other  whole  days 
half  of  the  crew  were  a  head  with  the  Oxes  while  the  re^it  were  towing  on 
the  boats.  At  the  Portage  we  could  not  attempt  to  pass  the  Boats  by 
Water  consequently  we  had  to  make  a  road  acioss  that  Mountain  of  three 
miles  long  and  launch  the  Boats  and  Cargoes  across  which  with  our  mutual 
and  collected  strength  put  forth  took  us  till  the  close  of  the  23rd  to 
accomplish  it  by  which  time  we  were  all  as  fatigued  as  fatigue  could 
possibly  make  us. 
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We  reached  Fort  Halkett  on  the  25th  where  we  found  Hoole  well  and 
the  reBult  of  hia  summer  management  as  satisfactory  as  could  be  expected. 
Susseaume  I  gave  in  exchange  for  Hoole  and  made  <<ver  the  charge  of  the 
place  to  Mr.  Porabran  and  left  it  early  on  the  27th  anrl  iifter  toiling  in  the 
U8ual  way  against  strong  current  and  without  any  delay  except  a  few 
hours  with  Indians  at  the  Forks  of  the  Deases  and  West  Branch  we 
roachetl  here  at  last  on  the  13th  August,  a  voyage  of  49  days  including 
delays  and  of  a  continuation  of  toils  and  difficulties  which  I  hope  now  no 
future  successor  will  have  to  experience.  i 

The  little  house  we  built  here  in  ,40  we  fitted  up  and  it  serves  at  present 
as  a  temporary  store  for  our  goods,  the  other  l)uil(ling8  were  immediately 
commenced  but  from  the  circumstance  of  building  wood  being  so  scarce  and 
far  to  carry  on  men's  shoulders,  so  few  good  axemcra  among  the  party, 
with  this,  the  attending  to  Fisheries  and  getting  of  the  various  materials 
for  and  making  of  small  canoes  &c  that  we  are  getting  on  but  rather 
tardy,  however  a  house  of  42  feet  inside  by  17  ti*  9  Ft.  Posts  a  store  of  30 
by  20  and  10  ft  posts  is  up  and  logged  except  the  roofing  and  the  frame  of 
Men's  House  of  30  by  16  ft  is  rendered  on  the  spot  ready  to  be  erected. 
The  site  is  a  very  fine  one  on  the  Forks  of  the  Lake  directly  opposite  the 
mouth  of  the  River  about  3  miles  distant  ou  a  Ix  tutiful  "Cottian  "  at  the 
Foot  of  Simpson's  To«er.  But  upon  the  whole  when  so  many  nece.ssary 
things  are  done  &  a  doing  T  cannot  complain  of  the  progress  we  have  made 
in  so  short  a  time  but  now  that  our  party  must  break  up  some  for  the 
Portage  others  soon  to  attend  regularly  to  the  Fisheries  the  building  will 
as  a  matter  of  course  go  on  but  at  a  small  pace  and  what  has  also  retarded 
us  greatly  is  that  the  only  good  builder  I  have  here  Old  Lapierre  has  been 
for  half  the  time  1  have  been  here  laid  up  so  very  ill  that  his  life  was 
despared  of  but  he  has  now  so  far  recovered  that  he  is  at  his  work  again, 
that  you  may  see  that  vrith  every  expedition  we  can  use  Winter  will  be 
upon  us  before  we  can  possibly  have  any  shelter  ready  to  protect  us  from 
its  severity  but  if  we  have  provisions  I  do  not  despare  of  our  being  snugly 
housed  before  Christmas.  Our  Fishery  with  9  Nets  constantly  in  the 
water  is  not  sufficiently  productive  to  support  the  Establishment,  with  their 
whole  produce  the  meat  of  2  Reindeer  we  have  also  .spent  2 '  bags  of 
Pemecan  since  our  arrival  here.  The  day  we  arrived  we  got  6  nets  set 
without  delay  and  almost  immediately  after  they  produced  49  tine  fish  and 
the  next  morning  61  this  promising  well  for  the  beginning  but  we  did  not 
get  so  many  in  any  day  since  (fe  what  is  singular  they  regularly  diminish 
after  the  first  night  a  net  is  set  till  none  at  all  is  got  till  changed  to  some 
other  place  but  as  yet  we  had  but  little  time  to  look  about  us  there  being  so 
much  to  do  and  so  little  time  for  it.  Rennie  our  Fisherman  at  least  the 
intended  one  will  I  am  afraid  be  of  little  stsrvice  this  season.  He  cannot 
go  yet  into  a  fishing  canoe  &  this  lake  is  a  terrible  place  for  wind  that  had 
we  boats  for  that  purpose  it  would  be  a  god-send  to  us,  as  indeed  some- 
thing of  that  kind  we  must  soon  have  there  being  no  bark  in  this  quarter 
tit  for  Canoe  making.  Regarding  our  hunters  they  went  off  in  different 
directions  as  soon  after  our  arrival  as  tliey  got  canoes  made  (a  no  easy  task 
here)  &  since  then  I  have  not  beard  of  them.  I  have  also  sent  off  my 
former  Guide  in  que.st  of  Indians  but  I  have  but  little  hopes  of  seeing  any 
or  but  tV  vv  this  season  &  for  zhe  rca^o;.  I  mentioned  to  you  in  June  viz  their 
disa,»roiuttnen{.  last  year  which  no  aoubt  has  caused  the  death  of  some  by 
privations  fc  want  o*  4ie  supplies  in  aD.munition  «fec  they  expected  ;  others 
again  h^ve  drawn  off  to  barter  for  supnives  with  the  different  tribes  they 
are  accustomed  to  meet  for  that  purpose  and  with  this  the  shocking 
massacre  committed  by  them  of  this  quarter  on  a  Tribe  residing  on  the 
River  I  was  on  across  the  Mountains  has  made  them  move  for  fear  of 
retaliation,  retreated  from  their  own  lands,  this  is  the  Indian  Report  &,  how 
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far  it  niivy  be  true  time  only  can  tell.  It  was  also  said  many  caches  of  furs 
were  umdo  in  this  vicinity  two  of  those  shown  nie  coming  up  by  the  above 
mentioned  Lac  we  found  with  the  contents  all  taken  ott".  We  however  got 
one  accidently  near  the  House  when  7  parcels  were  found  containing  in  all 
81  largt' Heaver,  14smill,  6'J  Martens  23  Kats  1  Otter  2  Cross  Foxes  1 
kid  2  Wolvereens  1  lb  Castorum  and  6  excellent  Mooseskins  all  in  perfect 
condition  and  which  is  now  in  store  waiting  the  claimant  call  to  be  paid 
the  above  with  30  Beaver  skins  more  is  all  that  I  have  yet." 

N»'xt  summer's  campaign  of  Mr.  Campbell  I  trust  will  open  to  us  a 
further  and  wide  field  for  our  enterprise  to  work  upon  as  I  do  not  expect 
to  hear  from  Mr.  Campbell  befor  next  June,  no  further  information  regard- 
ing the  new  post  of  the  ct)untry  he  is  in  can  reach  you  before  next  Summer 
pr  return  of  the  Portage  Brigade  to  Norway  House. 

The  first  information  received  frfim  Mr.  Pambran  was  anything  but  of  a 
pleasing  nature.  He  had  passed  a  miserable  summer  at  Fort  Ilalkett  for 
want  of  food  and  no  prospect  when  he  wrote  unless  the  Fall  Fishery 
proved  successful  of  bettering  his  situation.  No  dry  provisions  was  made 
in  the  summer  indeed  there  ar(>  no  natives  now  attached  to  that  miserable 
post  but  a  single  one  with  his  family  who  cannot  be  expected  to  give  much 
assistance  in  such  a  poor  part  of  the  country  for  large  aiiimals,  the  few 
Indians  that  were  there  last  year  have  followed  Mr.  Campbell  to  Frances 
Lake  consequently  a  post  witliout  the  means  of  hunting  the  country  can  be 
of  no  profit  to  us.  I  should  therefore  propose  its  abandonment  next  season 
provided  however  that  it  can  bo  .so  with  perfect  .'safety  to  the  party  of 
Frances  Lake  &  any  others  that  may  hereafter  have  to  be  established  still 
further  to  the  westward  and  this  point  can  only  be  determined  after 
intelligence  reaches  this  from  Mr.  Campbell  next  Autumn.  Your  instruc- 
tions next  season  as  a  matter  of  course  will  be  attended  to  whether  for  its 
abandonment  or  otherwise.  On  the  12th  ult.  two  of  the  three  men 
appointed  to  Winter  at  Fort  Halkett  very  unexpectedly  made  their  appear- 
ance at  this  place.  The  Fall  Fishery  has  proved  unproductive  and  Mr. 
Pambran  has  sent  these  two  men  down,  remaining  with  him  only  one  man 
and  with  this  reduced  establishment  he  writes  he  does  not  think  he  will  be 
able  to  remain  long  after  them,  want  of  food  will  make  him  and  the  man 
with  him  desert  the  place  to  seek  the  needful  either  here  or  at  Fort  de 
Liard.  The  Post  of  Fort  de  Liard  last  Summer  produced  little  or  nothing 
either  in  the  way  of  furs  or  provisions.  Mr.  C.  T.  Fisher  states  that  of  the 
latter  the  Indians  had  made  some  quantities,  but  that  the  se\  ere  lessons  of 
former  years  had  taught  them  to  provide  for  the  future  by  hording  the 
principal  part  of  what  they  procured  to  meet  their  own  wants  during  the 
present  Winter  the  consequence  of  their  having  carried  this  plan  into 
execi'tion  is  an  empty  provision  store  at  Fort  de  Liard  by  last  news  from 
there  the  6th  Inst  I  learn  that  the  fisheries  have  yielded  about  12000  Fish 
with  this  supply  and  some  meat  which  may  be  exj)ected  from  the  Fort 
Hunters  will  kill  during  the  season  I  do  not  expect  to  hear  of  any  priva- 
tions at  that  post  this  season. 

The  business  of  this  post  la.st  summer  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  A.  Christie 
junr.  was  entirely  to  my  satisfaction  about  15  Packs  of  Furs  were  collected 
and  but  a  small  (|uantity  of  provi.sons,  the  various  duties  of  the  Establish- 
ment had  been  ab'y  conducted  it  on  my  return  I  found  everything  in  a 
thriving  and  prosperous  state  ;  our  farm  which  is  now  of  7J  acres  extent 
yielded  360  Bushells  of  potatoes  &  Barley  I  think  when  it  is  threshed  out 
will  yield  60  or  70  bushels,  the  Wheat  sown  did  not  come  to  maturity  the 
season  here  is  too  short  for  its  doing  so.  Next  summer  I  expect  to  have 
under  the  plough  12  acres  and  I  request  of  Mr.  C.  F.  Dun  :  Finlayson  by 
the  portage  boats  of  next  season  to  forwaid  two  Casks  of  the  best  seed 
peas  from  R.  R.  Settlement  for  the  purpose  of  cultivation  here  and  at  Fort 
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de  Linrd.  I  think  they  will  have  a  succesaful  crop,  if  they  do  they  will 
with  iMvrley  meal  tend  much  to  assist  in  our  summer  voyages  at  a  future 
periotl. 

Our  Fall  Fishery  I  am  happy  to  Hay  has  proved  more  fortunate  than 
either  of  the  two  preceding  years  ll{,400  havn  been  stored  here  without 
accident  to  man  or  craft  the  Autumn  was  so  uncounnonly  fine  and  mild 
that  the  last  trip  from  the  Big  Island  readied  this  so  late  as  the  22nd  Octo- 
ber withijut  a  particle  of  lee  to  be  seen  all  along  the  McKenzie  from  Slave 
Lake.  This  stock  of  Fish  with  our  potatoes  will  put  us  over  the  Winter 
months  without  any  privations. 

I  beg  leave  to  note  for  the  information  of  Mr.  C.  T.  Campbell  of  Atha- 
basca that  the  usual  i|uiintity  of  provisions  annually  supplied  from  that 
District  for  provisioning  our  lirigade  will  be  expected  to  be  forthcoming  next 
summer  ir.  the  same  jiroportinn  as  formerly  at  Forts  Chipewyan  li  llosolu- 
tion  and  any  additional  supplies  as  the  above  either  of  dry  meat  or  Pemecan 
that  Mr.  C.  T.  Campbell  can  supply  us  with  will  be  most  acceptable,  the 
larger  the  (juantities  of  each  the  more  acceptable  it  will  prove  in  the  pre- 
sent dearth  of  provisions  within  this  District  at  present  there  is  nothing 
on  our  hands  Uy  meet  the  great  disbursements  next  summer  nor  can  I  .say 
that  my  hopes  are  very  sanguine  of  procuring  in  largo  (juantities  among 
ouraelves  consequently  any  assistance  that  the  Oentleman  in  charge  of 
Athabasca  District  can  render  us  will  be  of  the  greatest  importance.  Five 
or  six  Kegs  of  butter  will  also  be  required  for  the  use  of  this  District  from 
Athabasca  next  summer. 

In  reply  to  a  paragraph  of  Mr.  C.  F.  Finlayson's  letttr  to  me  bearing 
date  9ih  July  last  on  the  subject  of  Testamentary  Documents  being  left  by 
the  late  Willm.  Mowat.  J.  Loutit  \Vm.  Merriinan  and  Willm.  Robertson  I 
beg  leave  to  state  that  nothing  of  the  kind  was  found  among  the  personal 
property  left  by  each  individual  nor  am  I  aware  that  any  "  will  "  was  ever 
made  by  any  of  the  unfortunates,  none  to  my  knowledgi'  or  belief  is  extant 
withing  this  District  it  for  your  further  imformation  I  beg  to  state  that 
none  of  these  men  left  any  family  ties  or  connections  within  the  M.K.R. 
District. 

I  beg  leave  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  circumstance  of  Mr.  C.  T. 
Fisher  and  Mr.  H.  McKenzie  Ap.  Poll,  leaving  the  District  next  summer, 
Mr.  A.  Christie  junr.  previous  to  his  leaving  this  to  take  charge  of  the  Post 
of  Good  Hope  consented  to  remain  for  another  year  consequently  his  ser- 
vices will  be  available  till  /44  when  it  is  his  wish  of  leaving  the  service  ik 
proceeding  to  Norway  House  by  the  Summer  Craft  of  that  season  two  gen- 
tlemen will  be  required  by  the  portage  "boats  next  summer  to  fill  up  the 
vacancies  occasioned  by  the  retirements  of  vlessrs.  Fisher  &  Mckenzie  and 
I  beg  leave  to  request  that  they  may  be  geatleuien  of  some  experience  ife 
who  can  take  charge  of  a  post  immedia  '>li  on  arrival,  of  young  gentlemen 
seconds  we  have  at  present  sufficient — 4nd  I  beg  leave  further  to  draw 
your  attention  to  the  number  of  our  servants  whose  times  expire  with  the 
current  Outfit,  seventeen  of  them  are  so  situated  more  than  6  of  these  are 
fully  bent  upon  leaving  the  service  next  summer  &  as  there  are  but  6 
young  hands  wintering  at  Norway  House  intended  to  relieve  retiring  ser- 
vants from  this  District  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  that  the  number  be 
made  to  8  by  the  addition  of  two  .smart  active  young  halfbreeds  from  Red 
River  (single  men). 
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T  bpg  leave  to  state  for  your  infonnrttiock  that  unless  any  unforseen  occur- 
rences sliDuUl  take  plaic  ht-tween  thisi  mui  Juno  ni'Xt  niiiking  it  expedient 
to  alter  my  present  plans,  the  Summi'i  Arranvjoiuents  of  the  oHiucrs  for  13 
will  \wi  as  fullows  : — 

I'.-t'ls  Hiver  Mr.  C.  T.  \W\\  .V  Mr.  .Is.  Prudun  Ap.  m. 

I'ort  (Jdod  Kope  —  a  coiiimon  man 

"     Nonnan        Mr.  A  McUfuth  P.  M. 

"     Simps(m  Willin.  Manlisiy  Ap.  M. 

Fort  (If  l.iard       iMr.  Alex  C'liristic  Jim.  Clerk 

"      lliilkett  "    P.  I'linibran  A. P.M. 

"     Frances  Lake"    Kobt  CiimplR'll  Clerk. 

I  have  no  as.si.Mtance  to  send  thfre  next  Hummer,  the  number  of  summer 
men  will  ho  in  conformity  to  thu  .Mituitcs  of  Council,  Friincfs  Ijike  excepted 
it  the  numliur  riM|uired  tor  there  I  cannot  determine  till  I  hear  from  Mr. 
Campbell  next  June. 

Novemljer  2.")th  1842 

Since  writing  the  fore  part  of  this  letter  the  17th  Inst.  1  was  much  sur- 
prised and  aniiiiyrd  liy  the  Hrri\fil  Iutc  of  three  of  the  I'^rances  hake  men 
'i  hearing  that  a  fourt';  Fiances  VVIiitford,  (iuido  was  at  Fort  llalkett,  it 
appears  Mr.  Campb;!!  has  been  under  the  necessity  of  breaking  up  his 
establislini(!nt  for  want  of  food  the  Fisheries  have  all  |)roved  unproductive, 
1  shall  not  here  ntteiiipt  to  picture  to  you  my  fetilings  at  this  untoward 
commencement  of  our  aflairs  in  the  Westward,  nor  comment  thereon  further 
than  to  .say  that  it  is  now  pretty  manifest  that  none  of  these  Mountain 
Ijakes  tho'  of  a  large  size  can  be  depended  upon  for  yielding  tish  in  sufHcient 
quantities  throu<;hout  the  year  so  as  to  prevent  privations,  the  following 
extracts,  from  Mr.  Campbells  letter  will  lay  before  you  all  the  information 
that  gentleman  has  transmitted  to  me  rei^arding  the  new  post  under  his 
charge  "  I'^rances  made  a  very  expeditious  voyage  to  Ik,  from  the  Portage, 
but  then  long  delay  there  has  brought  with  it  an  endless  .series  of  evils  in  its 
train  which  has  disorganized  my  plans  of  operation  &  kept  our  buildings 
altogether  in  the  rear. 

I  cannot  commence  my  letter  with  the  usual  phase  of  that  it  atlbrds  me 
pleasure  the  very  contrary  is  the  case  nothing  but  adverse  and  untoward 
circumstances  makes  me  trouble  you  at  this  early  period,  which  in  one  word 
is  tiiis,  that  my  prospects  of  procuring  food  for  the  support  of  the  Establish- 
ment over  Winter  is  none  of  the  most  favourable.  The  fishery  has  hitherto 
continued  ver}'  unproductive,  no  imi>rovement  since  }'ou  heard  from  me,  first 
nights  trial  has  been  the  best  yet  though  the  Lake  bus  been  tried  all  over 
with  plenty  of  good  nets,  then  produce  falls  short  of  tlu!  daily  consumption 
at  this  time  which  is  generally  the  mo.st  favourable  for  fishing  &  what  may 
we  expect  in  the  dead  of  winter. 

Kennie  who  was  stationed  at  the  furthest  end  of  the  Lake  to  Tttle  pur- 
purpose,  I  sent  otl'  at  the  close  of  Sept.  with  Indians  carrying  canoe  and 
fishing  agres  across  land  to  Finlayson's  Lake.  The  report  we  heard  of  that 
and  several  other  lakes  in  the  vicinity  was  truly  flattering  and  since  the 
arrival  of  the  boat  and  more  hands  I  have  been  anxioush"  waiting  (not  in 
id'.ene.ss)  for  the  arrival  of  an  Indian  with  news,  and  Uuide  Frances  with  a 
man  or  two  there  for  attending  the  fishery  and  other  operations  I  had  in 
contemplation,  and  it  was  only  late  last  niyht  that  the  Indian  cast  up,  &  I 
am  sorry  to  say  with  the  sad  news  that  no  tish  was  taken  in  either  fishing 
lake  or  any  other  lake  that  was  tried,  thus  my  brilliant  hopes  failed  before 
they  were  bloomed.  The  Hunters  likewise  have  done  but  little  good.  That 
from  the  little  knowledge  and  experience  we  have  of  the  country  &  its 
resources  it  would  be  risking  too  much  to  keep  such  a  large  Establishment 
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of  men  for  Winter,  with  such  gloomy  prospects  before,  especially  that  once 
the  River  sets  fast  I  can  have  no  retreat  should  matters  come  to  the  worsst. 
But  had  you  followed  up  the  plan  upon  which  we  parted  (viz)  to  send  a 
sufficiency  of  provisions  for  rendering  the  Outfit  here  ("Here  I  beg  leave  to 
note  that  Mr.  Campbell  is  labouring  under  a  very  great  error,  our  plans 
alluded  to  I  more  than  followed  up,  provisions  were  sent  from  here  450  lb 
pemican  or  5  Bags  to  the  Portage  de  Diable  as  cargo  expressly  for  victual- 
ling the  crew  of  the  Boat  sent  by  Mr.  Campbell  to  take  up  the  remnant  of 
his  Outfit  &c  the  crew  consisted  of  7  men  at  3  lbs  per  day  each  man  I  had 
sent  for  21  days  full  rations  and  they  were  only  16  en  route  so  that  I  had 
sent  a  bag  of  pemecan  more  than  was  necessary  to  take  them  back  to 
Frances  Lake  but  it  would  appear  that  out  of  the  5  bags  sent  only  3  were 
delivered  to  Whitford  the  Guide  of  the  Boat  at  the  Portage.  Mr.  Camp- 
bell consequently  must  have  been  misinformed,  otherwise  he  would  not  have 
stated  what  he  has  done  in  this  last  sentence  :)  "  and  could  you  spare  it  some 
for  next  seasons  operation,  in  case  how  matters  would  turn  out — by  this 
having  a  little  Depot  say  2  or  3  bags  pemecan  at  Fort  Halkett,  I  would 
have  a  safe  retreat  at  any  season,  a  bag  of  pemecan  would  be  sufficient  for 
every  two  men  from  here  to  Fort  Halkett  and  from  thence  to  Fort  de 
Liard,  a  bag  for  every  three  men,  were  this  the  case  I  would  stan  it  out  to 
the  last  extremity  rather  than  break  through  our  first  arrangement,  an 
expedient  which  I  have  adopted  with  the  greatest  reluctance  &  which  pains 
me  to  the  soul  as  it  not  only  puts  a  stop  to  our  present  operations  (vvhich 
were  getting  on  nicely)  but  also  deranges  my  intended  plans  for  next  season, 
and  it  grieves  me  most  of  all,  that  any  news  but  favourable  would  go  from 
Frances  Lake  to  Head  q'larters — But  from  the  aspect  circumstances  wear 
with  the  unfavorable  result  of  our  personal  experience  here  I  would  not  be 
justified  in  committing  myself  without  the  possibility  of  retreat  to  the 
danger  of  our  lives  and  Company's  Interest.  Fort  Halkett  without  any  pro- 
visions there  is  the  same  as  if  it  did  not  exist  at  all.  Regarding  our  build- 
ings for  the  time  we  have  been  at  them,  we  have  advanced  remarkably  well ; 
I  have  now  got  an  excellent  set  of  men  who  are  daily  improving,  and  sorry 
I  am  on  that  same  account  to  break  them  up  &  I  can  assure  you  that  since 
the  day  of  our  ariival  here  that  none  of  them  have  eaten  their  fish  in  idle- 
ness, to-day  they  have  all  been  at  work  among  snow  luud  and  stones  making 
chimnies  till  about  1  P.M.  after  which  our  fur  parcels  were  tied  up  and  I 
suppose  soon  after  midnight  they  will  be  off.  Did  you  not  expressly  tell  me 
that  you  wanted  Frances  next  Spring  I  would  not  have  sent  him  I  am 
apprehensive  how  the  party  without  him  would  get  on  now  or  secure  the 
Boat  at  "  Portage  Brule."  You  know  that  he  is  the  only  confidential  man 
I  have  got  &  that  no  officer  has  been  sent  I  know  not  how  I  can  risk  the 
Fort  into  the  hands  of  any  other  I  have  next  season  during  my  absence 
as  ]  am  quite  willing,  determined  to  go  on  with  my  di-scovery  voyage  next 
season,  but  you  are  not  to  expect  any  furs  or  perhaps  news  next  Spring, 
a  circumstance  to  which  I  am  glad  you  were  plea.sed  not  to  restrict  me  & 
which  if  you  did  it  would  be  impossible  for  me  as  will  easily  see  from  i'l?. 
arrival  of  the  beavers  to  carry  it  into  execution,  I  have  however  foi- 
warded  the  few  furs  I  have  to  be  readj'  for  exportation  and  I  have  to  beg 
you  will  be  pleased  to  excuse  the  hurried  manner  in  which  they  are  tied  up. 
I  do  not  wish  to  detain  them  longer  for  ieai'  of  the  cold  setting  in  sud- 
denly. I  will  request  Mr.  Pambran  to  forward  what  few  furs  he  may  have 
also  &  if  from  the  state  of  the  weather  and  other  circumstances  Frances  will 
not  venture  to  take  the  canoe  from  Fort  Halkett,  there  will  be  no  other 
alternative  t';»n  that  they  take  the  boat  from  lower  end  of  "  Portage  do 
Diaule"  to  Fort  de  Liard,  then  Mr.  C.  T.  Fisher  will  forward  them  by  some 
other  craft.  Be  assured  that  it  galls  me  sufficiently  to  have  to  give  rise  to 
such  complicated  troubles,  but  I  have  no  other  alternative  with  any  possible 
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safety  that  I  could  follow  and  after  all  God  only  knows  how  we  are  to  get 
over  the  Winter  few  as  we  are,  but  I  am  not  discouraged  yet  and  with  the 
help  of  a  kind  and  gracious  Providence  I  hope  to  ^  t  through  with  life  & 
safety  &  have  some  furs  into  the  bargain ;  My  prospects  in  that  way  are 
better  than  on  the  provision  line.  We  have  however  seen  but  few  Indians, 
but  is  now  known  here  &  report  says  we  shall  see  plenty  by  &  bye.  Our 
old  enemies  che  Haharnies  are  said  to  be  resolved  to  banish  us  the  country. 
I  fear  not  their  threats  if  I  have  provisions  the  only  thing  that  has  ever 
given  me  trouble  to  be  without. 

The  River  I  was  on  is  said  to  be  a  very  large  river  from  the  number  of 
Tributaries  which  swell  it  in  its  course  to  the  Coast  A  also  trading  parties 
are  along  the  Coast  wi  ether  Russians  or  Siberians  crossing  'he  Straits  from 
Asia  I  know  not  or  what  part  of  the  Report  can  at  all  be  relied  upon,  one 
thing  certain  is  that  some  goods  are  brought  up  from  that  quarter  &  it 
would  almost  appear  as  if  an  opposition  of  some  description  did  already 
exist  between  the  Coast  trafficers,  but  T  am  going  astray  from  my  subject 
on  this  supposition  which  I  hope  with  the  help  of  God  to  know  personally 
the  particuiais  of  by  k  bye. 

I  have  to  beg  of  you  the  favor  that  you  will  please  have  the  goodness  to 
transmit  to  the  Governor  &  Council  mj'  Uiost  sincere  thanks  &  gratitude  for 
the  advance  that  has  been  so  unexpectedly  added  to  my  salary  I  cannot  hope 
to  have  merited  such  high  marks  of  their  approbation.  I  am  exceedingly 
proud  of  the  confidence  they  i-epo.se  in  me  tt  the  important  trust  they  are 
pleased  to  commit  to  my  charge  from  which  I  hope  I  need  not  say  that  I 
am  most  desirous  of  giving  satisfaction." 

The  furs  sent  by  Mr.  Campbell  &  now  in  store  at  Fort  Halkett  amount 
£389  16  2. 

If  we  are  fortunate  between  this  it  June  next  to  collect  some  (juantity 
of  provisions  in  all  probability  I  shall  when  I  start  for  Portage  la  Loche 
despatch  a  small  Boat  to  Frances  Lake  with  supplies  and  any  provisions 
that  can  be  spared.  By  one  of  the  extracts  of  Mr.  Campbells  letter,  neither 
information  or  packs  from  him  are  to  be  expected  next  spring  consequently 
the  first  news  you  will  receive  of  him  after  this  date  will  be  by  the  Winter 
express  43/44. 

I  am  happy  to  state  that  the  last  information  from  Mr.  Pambran  notes  a 
favorable  change  had  taken  place  with  him  in  the  living  way — after  he  had 
sent  ofi  his  two  men  as  I  before  stated  the  fitieness  of  the  Autumn  enabled 
the  only  man  with  him  <>  prosecute  the  fishing  business  to  a  very  late 
perioil,  the  consequence  was  that  1100  fine  fish  were  taken,  these  with 
rabbits,  which  are  again  becoming  rather  plentiful  in  that  quarter  will  now 
prevent  the  once  threatened  desertion  of  tl.at  post.  By  the  last  arrivals 
nothing  new  or  import:int  had  occurred  at  Fort  de  Liard  of  note  Health 
prevailed  A  they  had  abundance  of  Fish  for  passing  the  Winter. 

Having  pr.  Winter  Express  of  last  yepr  intimated  my  wish  of  availing 
myself  of  my  rotation  of  Furlough  for  I'l  k  this  not  being  complied  with 
by  Council  ;  I  beg  leave  again  to  draw  our  attention  to  my  being  granted 
leave  of  absence  next  Summer  for  one  yt  ir — the  plead  of  the  3rd  Minute 
of  last  Summer's  Council  I  trust  can  no  louder  be  set  forth  as  a  preventive 
to  this  favor  be  granted  me  iov  the  7  years  as  "tated  by  the  4th  Minute  of 
Council  /41  will  then  in  my  case  be  ex})ired  since  T  was  in  England  hwt. 

At  this  early  period  of  the  season  nothing  like  a  just  estimate  can  be 
f  lund  as  to  w'nat  the  results  of  our  Returns  may  be  for  the  present  Outfit. 
]\larten  I  am  sorry  to  say  do  no  appear  to  be  so  plentiful  as  last  season  ; 
Beaver  we  are  restricted  to  a  certain  number  k  of  Musquash  tho'  the  best 
in  the  country,  thousands  of  them  form  but  a  vesy  small  sum  in  £>  S.  D., 
when  tney  get  to  market,  so  that  I  will  not  venture  in  case  of  disappoint- 
ment to  say  I  expect  even  equal  to  last.     Nevertheless  for  your  information. 
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I  may  here  state  the  furs  on  hand  at  the  Outposts  up  to  the  last  dates  July 
&  Sept.  k  what  is  here  at  the  present  moment  shows  an  amelioration  of  two 
or  three  Hundred  pounds  compared  with  the  same  period  last  year. 
Collectively  we  have  rather  better  than  80  packs  valued  at  nearly  £4000, 
on  account  of  the  present  Outfit  /41  valued  at  £613  4.  4. 

As  it  may  be  pleasing  for  you  to  learn  of  the  healthiness  of  all  within 
this  District  &  it  is  as  pleasing  to  me  to  be  able  to  state  tor  your  informa- 
tion that  general  health  prevails  both  among  the  Company's  servants  &, 
natives  tfe  if  all  can  but  procure  the  needful  in  the  way  of  food  throughout 
the  Winter  it  will  be  a  blessing  equal  to  health  itself  &  which  has  not  been 
vhe  case  for  the  last  2  years  among  us. 

In  conformity  to  thi  Minutes  of  Council  I  shall  accompany  the  Brigade 
to  Portage  la  Loche  nei  t  Summer  when  I  trust  I  shall  have  the  pleasure 
of  receiving  your  comma.xds  in  reply  to  the  many  subjects  herein  laid  before 
you  for  consideration,  &  ii.  the  meantime  I  beg  leave  to  subscribe  myself, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  obedt.  servant, 

(Signed.)    JOHN  LEE  LEWES, 

C.  F.,  H.  H.  B.  Compy. 
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261. 


Mr.  Henry  Addington  presents  bis  compliments  to  Mr.  Simpson,  and 
having  received  Mr.  Secretary  Canning's  directions  to  communicate  with 
Mr.  Simpson  on  the  subject  of  the  Columbia  River  and  North  West 
Boundaries  with  a  view  to  the  final  adjustment  of  those  important  questions 
with  the  Government  of  the  United  States  he  is  desirous  of  arranging  an 
interview  with  Mr.  Simpson  and  in  so  doing  wishes  to  consult  Mr.  Simpson's 
convenience  equally  with  his  own. 

He  therefore  requests  that  Mr.   Simpson  will  have   the  goodness  to  let 
him  know  at  what  hour  aud  day,  and  where  it  would  be  most  convenient 
to  him  to  favour  Mr.  Addington  with  an  interview. 
191  Regents  Street, 

28th  Decemb  :  182... 


Mr.  Simpson  presents  respectful  compliments  to  Mr.  Addington  will  liave 
much  pleasure  in  communicating  with  and  giving  him  all  the  information 
he  possesses  in  regard  to  the  Columbia  River  and  North  West  Boundary ; 
for  which  purpose  Mr.  Simpson  will  do  himself  the  honour  of  waiting  on 
Mr.  Addington  when  and  where  he  may  be  pleased  to  appoint,  Mr.  Simp- 
son's time  being  quite  at  Mr.  Addingtons  disposal. 

Hudson's  Bay  House,  29th  Deer.  1825. 


Mr.  Addington  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Simpson,  and  requests 
the  favor  of  a  visit  from  him  agreeably  to  his  proposal  at  one  o'clock  p.m. 
to-morrow,  if  perfectly  convenient  to  Mr.  Simpson. 

Thursday  29th  December  1825. 


191  Regent  Street, 

30th  December,  1825. 

Sir, — I  inclose  herewith  the  set  of  queries  on  which  I  wish  for  more 
particular  information. 

The  answers  to  them  may  be  as  concise  as  is  consistent  with  perfect 
perspicuity.  The  more  matter  of  fact  they  are,  the  better.  That  to  query 
IX.  I  wish  to  be  as  strictly  conformable  to  fact  and  history  as  possible. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  very  obedt.  humb :  servt., 

H.  W.  ADDINGTON. 

P.S. — Be  so  good  as  to  send  your  ancT„»'  whenever  it  may  be  ready 
addressed  to  me  at  the  Foreign  Office. 


Mr.  Henry  Addington  requests  that  Mr.  Simpson  will  have  the  goodness 
to  send  in  the  answers  to  Mr.  A's  queries  (whenever  they  shall  have  been 
finished  at  Mr.  Simpson's  entire  leisure)  addreesed   to  him  at  his  own 
lodging  which  he  has  changed,  instead  of  to  the  Foreign  Office. 
194  Regent  Street,  Jany  4th,  1826. 
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Mr.  Simpson  presents  respectful  Compliments  to  Mr.  Addington,  begs  to 
hand  him  answers  to  his  list  of  Queries  likewise  a  corrected  chart  of  the 
Country  on  both  sides  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  ;  should  Mr.  Addington 
require  further  information  on  this  important  subject  Mr.  Simpson  will  do 
himself  the  honor  to  wait  upon  him  at  any  time  he  may  appoint. 

Hudson's  Bay  House,  5th  Janry,  1826. 


Queries. 

1.  What  is  the  nature  of  the  soil,  its  capa- 
bility of  i^)roduction,  and  general  character 
in  the  Vicniity  of  the  Columbia  and  Lewis's 
Rivers  ?    What  the  climate  ? 


2.  Are  the  natives  on  the  Northern  bank 
of  the  Columbia  warlike  or  pacific,  inclined 
or  averse  to  intercourse  with  the  whites  ?  Is 
the  Country  between  the  Rocky  Mountains 
and  the  Columbia  densely  or  thinly  in- 
habited ? 


3.  Is  there  stood  hunting  ground  immedi- 
ately on  the  northern  bank  of  the  Columbia  ? 


4.  What,  on  a  rough  calculation  are  the 
annual  profits  of  Trade  in  the  district  of 
Columbia  and  do  they  arise  from  the  North- 
ern or  Southern  portion  of  that  district 
principally  ? 


Answers. 

The  banks  of  the  Columbia  on  both  sides 
the  River  from  Cajies  Disapixjintment  and 
Adams  to  the  Cascade  Portage  a  distance  of 
frt)m  150  to  180  miles  are  covered  with  a 
great  variety  of  fine  large  timber  consisting 
of  Pine  of  different  kinds,  of  Cedar,  Hem- 
lock, Oak,  Ash,  Alder,  Maple  and  Poplar 
with  many  other  kinds  unknown  to  me.  The 
soil  of  the  low  groiuids  is  alluvial  and  found 
very  productive,  that  of  tiie  high  grounds  a 
rich  black  mould,  chiefly  con)]H)sed  of  de- 
cayed vegetables.  Some  of  the  pcjints  forii'cd 
by  the  windings  of  the  river  are  extensive 
and  beautiful  with  sufficient  Timber  for  use 
and  oniament,  and  where  the  i)lough  may  be 
used  immediately  and  the  point  on  which 
the  Company's  EstaVilishments  of  Fort  Van- 
couver is  situated  is  from  its  extent  and  from 
the  fertility  of  its  soil  capable  of  producing 
large  quantities  of  grain  of  every  kuid  of  pas- 
t\iring  numerous  herds  of  cattle  and  nutri- 
tious roots  are  so  abundant  tliat  almost  any 
number  of  Hogs  may  be  reared. 

The  climate  delightfully  temiierate  from 
the  month  of  Ajirii  until  the  month-of  Octo- 
ber, and  from  November  until  March  rainy 
with  little  or  no  Frost  or  Snow. 

From  the  Cascade  Portage  to  th(!  entrance 
of  Lewis's  River,  the  bunks  are  stc^rile,  tlie 
Soil  very  Sandy  producing  Stinted  (Irass 
and  willows  and  little  or  710  timber.  The 
Country  in  the  vicinity  of  Lewis's  River  I 
imderstand  is  level  antl  generally  fertile  but 
I  cannot  speak  with  certainty  on  this  point 
not  having  had  an  oi)])ortunity  of  visiting  it 
personallv  except  at  its  junction  with  the 
River  Columbia. 

The  different  Tribes  on  the  banks  of  the 
Columbia  are  generally  bold  and  warlike  as 
regards  each  other  and  extremely  jealous  of 
any  encroachments  on  each  others  Territory 
or  pri\ileges  but  i)eaceable  and  well  disiwsed 
towards  the  whites  with  whom  they  are  very 
anxious  to  maintain  a  friendly  intercourse. 
Occasional  differences  I  understand  took 
place  when  we  first  entered  the  Country  in 
which  some  li  ves  were  lost  on  both  .sides  but 
at  present  the  best  understanding  exists  be- 
tween us  and  them.  Tiie  Country  is  densely 
inhabitated,  on  account  of  the  great  abun- 
dance of  its  resources  in  the  way  of  living. 

The  hunting  grounds  immediately  on  the 
Northern  banks  of  the  Columbia  are  nearly 
exhausted  in  respect  to  fur-bearing  animals 
but  the  back  Country  is  still  productive  and 
Reaver  are  found  in  all  the  small  Rivers  and 
Lakes. 

The  Trade  of  the  Columbia  district  is  yet 
in  its  infancy  and  the  Countries  to  the  North- 
ward and  Southward  produce  about  an  eqiial 
quantity  of  Furs  amounting  together  in  value 
to  between  30  and  £40,C00  pr.  annum. 
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Queries. 

0.  Hivvo  the  AmtricariH  any  PoHt  or  trap- 
|>incr  parties  on  the  Columbia  or  to  the  West 
of  tlio  Rocky  Mountains  in  that  direction? 


(i.  Is  tliH  Country  Nortliward  of  the  Col- 
umbia favo\irabl»'  for  Land  and  Water  com- 
munication V 


7.  For  what  extent  of  Country  does  the 
Columbia  River  fuvnish  an  outlet  for  Trade. 
Specify  this  exactly  and  according  to  the 
latest  ancl  most  accurate  accounts? 


8.  What  time  is  required  for  communica- 
tion between  Hudson's  Bay  (York  Fort)  and 
Fort  Vancouver? 


9.  Ui)on  what  foundation  does  the  asser- 
tion rest  that  "Jiritinh  Kubjccta  had  hccn 
tradiivi  on  the  Count  hi  the  vicinity  of  the 
Cohimbiu,  jirior  to  dray's  voywjc  thither  in 

N.  B.  Consult  every  authoiity  within  reach 
on  this  iKjint  and  state  the  fact  if  anywhere 
jionitircly  ascertained,  accompanied  by  date, 
and  specification  of  the  point  whore  such 
persons  opened  an  intercourse  with  the 
Natives. 


Answers. 

The  Americans  have  not  hafl  a  Post  on  the 
West  side  of  the  Rocky  Moimtains  since  the 
year  181.S  and  I  am  not  aware  that  they  ever 
Iiad  any  Trapping  parties  on  the  West  side 
of  the  Mountains  until  last  year  when  the 
Hudson's  IJay  Company's  Snake  Country 
Kxiiedition  fell  in  with  five  Americans  who 
had  straggled  across  the  sources  of  the 
Missouri. 

The  Comitry  to  the  Northward  of  the 
Columbia  is  not  favourable  for  water  com- 
munication with  the  Coast  on  account  of  the 
imiM'tuosity  of  the  current  at  particular 
Seasons  in  the  different  rivers  and  frequent 
chains  of  rapids  and  dangerous  falls,  and  the 
CoTMinunication  witii  the  Coast  by  Land  is 
quite  impracticable  on  account  of  the  moun- 
tainous eiianicter  of  the  Country  which  is 
covered  with  almost  impenetrable  forests. 

The  Columbi  I  is  the  only  navigable  River 
to  the  interior  from  the  Co!i.st  wt!  are  ac- 
([uainted  with,  it  is  therefore  the  otdy  cer- 
tain outlet  for  the  Company's  Trade  west  of 
the  Mountains  comprehending  that  of  thir- 
teen Establishments  now  oteupie<l  :- 


1. 

Ft.  Vancouver. 

7. 

Kilmany. 

*) 

Nez  I'erce. 

H. 

Fraser's  Jjake. 

H. 

( )kaiiaK'an. 

it. 

Ft.  St.  .lames. 

4. 

Colville  House. 

10. 

McLeotl's  Fort. 

.5. 

J''lat  Head. 

11. 

Chilcotin      n 

(i. 

Kootenais. 

12. 

Thcmipson's  Fort. 

13.   Alexandria  Fort. 

1  was  last  year  occupied  S4  days  travelling 
from  York  Injrt,  Hudson's  Hav  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Columl)ia  but  1  think  the  journey  can 
be  i)erforiiied  in  tlii^  height  of  the  Season  :  in 
a  light  canoe  ;  uniiieumlwred  with  liaggage, 
for  the  water  coniniunication  and  with  good 
horses  for  the  journey  by  Land  wiiich  may 
be  about  iiith  of  the  whole  distance  in  2 
months  or  (if)  days  bj'  a  different  route  to 
that  wliicli  1  ti«)k. 

Ijotli  .Meares'  and  Vancouver's  Voyages 
confirm  the  assertion  that  "  British  sul)jects 
hiul  been  trading  on  the  coast  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  Columbia  [irior  to  (Jray's  voyage 
thitlier  in  1788  Vi/.t.  In  Mearss' observa- 
tions on  the  probable  existence  of  a  North 
West  poss.'ige  [lage  55  it  is  stated  "  that  the 
"  Imperial  KagleCaptn.  liarclay  sailed  from 
"  Europe  beginning  1787  and  not  only  arrived 
"at  Noolka  Souncl  in  August  but  explored 
"the  Coast  from  N(H)tka to  Wacananesh and 
"  so  on  to  a  Somul  to  which  he  gave  his  own 
"name.  The  boat's  crew  was  dispatched 
"  and  discovered  the  extraordinary  Straits  of 
"  tJohn  de  Fuca,  and  also  the  coast  as  far  as 
"  Queenhythe  "  within  30  to  40  miles  of  the 
Columbia  River  "  when  after  the  fatal  catas- 
tro])he  which  hapjjened  to  some  of  them,  the 
Ship  (initted  the  Coast  and  proceeded  to 
China  having  performed  the  whole  voyage  in 
twelve  months. "  The  foUowingnote  appears 
in  Meares'  Journal  page  124  "The  Imperial 
"  Eagle  was  a  Ship  employed  to  collect  Furs 
"  on  the  Coast  of  America,  in  1787,  in  the 
"  courae  of  this  business  the  Captain  dis- 
"  patched  his  long  boat  from  King  George's 
"  Sound  on  a  trading  ex  jiedition  as  far  as  47° 
"  North.  She  then  anchored  abreast  of  a 
"  river,  the  shallowneBs  at  whose  entrance 
"  prevented  the  long  boat  from  getting  into 
"it."  A  small  boat  however,  which  was 
"  attached  to  the  other  was  sent  up  the 
"  River  with  Mr.  Millar  an  officer  of  the  Im- 
"pnrial  Eagle,  another  young  Gentleman 
"  ai.d  four  Seamen.    They  continued  rowing 
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"  till  they  came  to  a  villuge  where  they  were 
"  gupiwswl  to  have  been  Heizert  and  trmrdered 
"  by  the  Natives,  an  theirclotheH  were  found 
"afterwardH  Htained  with  blood." 

By  Meares' Journal  pageH  1(i.S  to  168  it  ap- 
peatH  that  on  the  "ith  .Inly  1788  he  traded 
with  Natives  of  Cai*  f^hoalwater  in  about 
Lat :  4(i,  47  N.  and  on  the  (Jth  he  named 
"Cajte  Disai)i)ointinent  "  calling  the  mouth 
of  the  Colum\)ia  Deception  IJay  making  it 
by  an  indifferent  obKervation  in  Lat  46.  10 
Lon  :  235  34.  In  page  21!)  Hanie  Journal 
J17th  Heptr.  1788)  it  is  stated  that  Mr.  Ixray 
in  the  Washington  joined  him  at  Nootka 
Sound,  that  vessel  had  saiU^i  in  company 
wit!)  the  ColinnV)ia  from  l^>gton  in  August 
1787,  they  separated  in  a  gale  of  wind  in  Lat 
5!)  South  and  had  not  seen  each  other  up  to 
that  time.  Mr.  tiray  informed  Meares  that 
he  had  put  into  a  tlarlxjtir  on  the  coast  of 
New  Albion  where  lie  got  on  shore,  and  was 
in  danger  of  being  lost  on  the  liar,  was  at- 
tacked by  the  Natives  and  had  one  man 
killed  and  one  of  his  officers  wounded.  The 
harbour  could  only  admit  vessels  (jf  a  very 
small  size  and  nmst  lie  somewhere  near  Cape 
Looko\it ;  Meares  in  I'age  220  furtiier  says 
that  he  (the  Master  of  the  Washington) 
"  apiHjared  to  be  very  sanguine  in  the  super- 
"  ior  advantages  which  iiis  Country  .Men 
"from  New  Kngland  nnght  reap  from  this 
"track  of  Trade,  and  was  big  with  mighty 
"  Projects  in  wliich  we  understand  he  was 
"protected  by  the  American  Congress."  It 
therefore  a|)i)ears  evident  that  up  to  this 
period,  (iray  knew  nothing  of  the  Columbia 
and  tliat  the  Americans  were  total  strangers 
to  the  Country  and  Trade  of  the  North  West 
Coast  altogether. 

Vancouver's  Voyages  Volume  2  wage  53 
Ajjril  17i)2  states  that  tin;  River  Mr.  (iray 
mentioned  should  from  the  situation  he  as- 
signed to  it,  have  e.\isted  in  the  Bay,  South 
of  Cape  Disapixjiiitment.  Mr.  (iray  stated 
that  he  had  been  several  days  attempting  to 
enter  it  and  at  leangth  he  was  unable  to 
effect  it  in  consecpience  of  a  strong  outset. 

Page  388  same  Work  October  1792  Van- 
couver prepares  to  examine  the  Coast  of 
New  Albion  and  ))articulaily  a  River  and 
Harl)our  discovered  by  Mr.  Gray  in  the  (Ship) 
Columbia  between  the  46th  and  47th  degrees 
of  North  latitude  of  which  Senr.  Quadra  had 
given  him  a  Sketch, 

Vol:  3i)age  124  Decbr.  1792  "Tlie  Dis- 
covery of  thi.s  River  we  are  given  to  under- 
stand is  claimed  V>y  the  Snanjards  who  call 
it  Entrada  de  Ceta  after  the  Commander  of 
the  Vessel  who  is  said  to  be  its  first  discov- 
erer, but  who  never  entered  it,  he  jilaces  it 
in  46"  North  Latitude  :  it  is  the  same  oi>en- 
ing  that  Mr.  Gray  stated  to  us  in  the  Spring 
(1792)  h.^  had  lieen  nine  days  off  the  former 
year  (17'.U)  but  could  not  get  in  in  conse- 
quence of  ihe  out  setting  current.  That  in 
tne  course  of  the  late  Sunimer  (1792)  he  had 
however  entered  the  River,  or  rather  the 
Sound  and  had  named  it  after  the  Ship,  he 
then  commanded  (Columbia). 

The  extent,  Mr,  (Jra.v  became  acquainted 
with  on  that  occasion,  is  no  further  than  I 
have  called  Gray's  Bay  (15  miles  from  the 
mouth  of  the  River)  not  more  than  15  miles 
from  Cape  Disappointment,  though  accord- 
ng  to  Grray's  sketch  it  measures  36  miles. 
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10.  What  comiMiriBon  does  Fraser's  River 
bear  in  magnitune  and  capacity  for  the  jiur- 
iioses  of  Trade  with  the  Columbia.  Is  the 
Native  ix>|>ulation  on  its  banks  denue  or  not 
— well  dispoBed,  or  not — warlike  or  pacific  ? 


11.  Could  the  Fur  produce  to  the  North 
of  Fraser's  river  and  West  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains  be  conveniently  transported  by 
means  of  this  river  for  shipment  to  other 
Countries  ? 


Antiveri. 

])y  his  calculation  its  ontraiic*'  lit's  in  Lat: 
40'  10,  Lon:  237'  18  ditfcrintf  inatfrinllj-  in 
thi'sf  reHiK-cts  from  our  (ibHcrvntionM".  iTom 
these  t.xtracts  it  will  a|i|Miar  that  Lieut: 
Meare.s  of  tiio  R.N.  wastlie  first  wh(idi8«;ov- 
ered  the  entrance  of  thf  Columbia  in  .July 
1788  naminf?  the  head  Land  of  the  Northern 
entrance  of  the  River  Cafx-  DiHap|)ointment 
which  it  still  IxMvrH,  and  thatCaptn.  liarclay 
of  the  ]m|H>rial  Ka^ii-  tiad  previously  traded 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  River  and  at  alM)Ut  half 
a  deffree  to  the  North  ward  lost  a  Ujat's  crew 
in  the  year  1787. 

Gray's  Bay  is  nituatwl  on  tli'.i  North  «ido 
of  the  Hound  alK)Ut  half  way  l)etwf«n  Ca|ie 
Disal>|xiintiiient  and  the  mouth  of  the  River 
whicli  he  apjM'ars  never  to  have  entered  as 
Vancouver  8  Voyages  Vol  H  paffe  KM!  snvH 
"Previously  to  his  departure  however  n» 
"  formally  tcjok  pOHsession  of  the  River  and 
"the  Country  in  its  vicinity  in  His  IJritan- 
"  nic  Majesty's  name  having;  every  reason 
"to  l)elieve  tliat  the  Subjects  of  no  other 
"  civilized  Nation  or  State  had  ever  entered 
"  this  River  iH'fore;  in  tliis  npinion  he  was 
"confirmed  by  .Mr.  liray's  sketch  in  which 
"  it  does  not  api>ear  that  Mr.  (iray  either 
"saw  or  was  within  five  leiuigueH  of  its 
"entrance." 

These  extracts  and  n^marks  will  I  trust 
satisfactorily  answer  query  1). 

Fraser's  river  is  not  so  larjje  as  the  Colum- 
bia and  not  to  be  compared  with  it  for  the 
I)ur|ioses  of  Trade,  the  de]>th  of  water  found 
at  its  entrance  was  about  3  fathoms  :  and 
banks  are  generally  hijfh  and  steep,  covered 
with  Tit'ilxfr  and  such  places  as  are  sutficient- 
ly  low  and  clear  tor  the  .nite  of  an  Estab- 
lishment l)ear  marks  of  having  In^en  over 
Hown  in  the  Seasons  of  IiIkIi  water. 

AlKnit  70  miles  from  its  entrance  the  navi- 
gation is  interrupted  by  Rapids  and  Falls  bo 
as  to  render  it  nearly  iinjK)ssible,  and  accord- 
ing to  the  V)est  information,  [  have  iM'enable 
to  collect,  the  banks  of  the  river  about  150 
miles  up  form  precipices  where  the  towing 
line  cannot  be  used,  and  the  Current  so  im- 
[)etnous  at  certain  Seasons  as  to  render  it 
impossible  to  use  either  the  settin).?  Pole  or 
Paddle,  Canoes  Iwing  the  only  craft  that  can 
attempt  to  stem  the  current  at  any  Season. 

The  Natives  treated  our  party  with  civility 
and  seemed  anxious  that  we  should  settle 
.among  them.  They  assemble  fnmi  the  back 
Country  to  the  banks  of  the  River  in  great 
nunil)er8  during  the  fishing  season  (From 
April  until  Ottoljer)  when  the  iwpulatioii  is 
very  great,  and  at  all  Seasons  the  Country 
may  be  said  to  be  densely  |)eopled,  and  their 
character  much  the  same  as  that  of  those  in- 
habiting the  banks  of  the  Columbia,  I  should 
not  howeverconsider  it  safe  to  form  an  Slstal)- 
lishment  there,  with  a  smaller  force  than  CO 
to  70  men  and  officers,  until  we  are  better 
acquainted  with  them. 

i  rom  all  the  information  I  have  been  able 
to  collect  resis'cting  I'raser's  River,  it  is  not 
my  opinion  that  it  affords  a  communication 
by  which  the  inttfrior  Country  can  \:m'  sup- 
jilied  from  the  Coast  or  that  it  can  be 
depended  on  as  an  outlet  for  the  returns  of 
the  interior.  I  will  further  altho'  unasked 
take  the  liberty  of  giving  it  as  my  ojiinion, 
that  if  the  navigation  of  the  Columbia  is  not 
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free  to  tlii'  Hml«.  h'h  Bay  Company,  and  that 
th«  ttirritory  to  (!,••  Northward  in  not  Buoiiretl 
to  them,  tlufy  imi,-tal)iincloii  and  curtail  their 
Trade  in  hohii'  imrtn  and  probably  be  con- 
8traine<l  to  rclinriiiish  it  on  tlio  West  side  of 
the  Rocky  MountainH  altoKfther. 
(Siifjied)        (iKO.  81MH8ON 

London,  3Ut  December,  1825, 


Hudson's  Bay  House, 

London,  25th  July,  1826. 


Journal  722      To  the  Right  Honourable, 
P'  ^'  Wm.  Huskisson. 


as  the  re- 
proof that 


Deau  Sir, — I  have  annexed  to  your  queries  such  answers 
cords  to  which  T  refer  afford  :  I  think  that  tliero  is  sufHcient 
the  Traders  of  the  N.  W.  Company  had  established  Posts  on  the  Columbia 
long  before  the  establishment  at  Astoria  in  1811.  Harmon  distinctly  states 
that  they  were  established  in  1806,  the  American  Fur  Company  was  only 
formed  in  1810  and  were  erecting  their  Fort  in  August  1811  when  Thomson 
went  there  from  one  of  the  North  West  Company's  posts  in  tlie  Interior. 

Lewis  and  Clarke  had  been  down  the  Columbia  in  1805  and  returned  in 
1806  the  natives  on  their  route  had  many  European  articles  but  McKenzie 
had  crossed  the  mountains  and  proceeded  to  the  sea  in  1793  and  Thompson 
further  south  in  1802  at  which  time  he  was  I  understand  on  one  of  the 
tributary  streams  of  the  Columbia.  From  Meares'  Memorial  it  appears 
that  certain  merchants  under  the  immediate  protection  of  the  East  India 
Company  fitted  out  ships  in  the  year  1786,  and  traded  with  the  natives  be- 
tween the  Lat.  of  60  and  45.  30,  and  obtained  from  the  Chief  of  the  District 
surrounding  Port  Cox  and  Port  Effingham  in  Lat.  45  and  49,  promiseof  free 
and  exclusive  trade  with  leave  to  build  on  the  land,  and  purchased  from 
anotlier  a  tract  of  land. 

I  likewise  inclose  for  your  information  copy  of  a  statement  relative  to  the 
Columbia  River  and  Territories  connected  therewith  drawn  up  in  1815  at 
the  request  of  Sir  Gordon  Drummond.  It  was  sent  me  in  1822  by  Mr. 
Simon  McCillivray  ;  if  there  is  any  other  information  that  you  require  I  shall 
be  happy  to  furnish  it  as  far  as  I  am  able  and  shall  feel  obliged  if  yo\i  will 
allow  me  an  audience  any  morning  either  this  or  the  following  week  except 
Thursday. 

I  am,  Dear  sir, 

Your  faithful  &,  obedt.  servt. 

(signed)    J.  H.  PELLY. 
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State  tlie  date  (the  year  if  i(OHsil)ln)  wlicii 
any  Piirty  or  iiidivirhiulH  Ix'loiiKiii^  to  the 
Nortticrii  or  HudHon'.i  Bay  (Ji)iiii>aiiy  tlrst 
ha<l  a  Htatiuii  in  or  near  to  th<>  Columbia  or 
to  any  of  itn  Tributary  MtreaniH  and  the 
proof  on  which  Much  Htutt-nu-nt  reatH. 


Aniteers. 

Thi'  tirwt  year  that  any  |«irty  Ixilon^iii);  to 
the  Nortli  Went  (Join] lany  liad  a  utatiun  on 
or  near  torhcCohnnbia  wnsiii  1H()(!.  Karnion 
an  American  by  birth  who  was  a  elerk  in  the 
North  WeHt  Conipaiiy'a  Hervice  and  after- 
wardM  a  ((artner  |)ul)liHhed  a  .lounial  of  voy- 
ages and  travels  c.'iniuenein);  April  18(H)  and 
ending  Aujfust  IHl'.t  Hayn  in  iiajfe  2H2  "Thot 
the  country  We«t  of  thi^  Rocky  Moiintainii 
with  which  I  am  ac(|Uaiiited  haH  ever  since 
the  Nortli  West  Coni|iany  first  made  an 
KstubliHliment  there,  wliieh  mm  in  18(M)({one 
by  the  name  of  New  Calidonia  "  and  in  pa(je 
2i'0  he  states  "Monday  April  (1th.  Hix 
Indians  havi'  arrived  froui  l^'raserV  Luke 
who  <lelivere(l  to  me  a  letter  written  by  Mr. 
David  'riiompMiii  whieli  is  dated  August 
28th  1811  at  Vekki>y-o|M'  Tails  en  the 
Cohniibia  Uiver.  It  informs  nie  that  this 
(lentleuian  a(  eoinpanied  by  seven  Canadians 
descended  the  Cohnnliia  River  to  tile  jilaco 
where  it  entered  the  Pacific  Oei'an  where 
they  arrived  on  tin;  Kith  .Inly.  There  they 
found  a  iniiuberof  people  employed  inlmihl- 
\ug  a  Kort  for  a  company  of  .Vmericans  who 
deiuiminate  themselves  the  Pacific  Fur  Com- 
pany :  he  also  writes  that  Mr.  Ale.\an(l(!r 
McKay*  and  others  have  proceeded  North- 
ward in  the  vessel  that  bro\i^,'ht  tlii'in  there 
<in  a  coasting  trade.  .Mr.  'riioiiipsun  after 
haviim  remained  seven  (lavs  with  the  Amer- 
ican people  set  out  on  his  return  to  hi» 
establishnieiits  which  arc  near  the  .source  of 
theColumbia  Hivcr."  l''rom  this  it  would  aj)- 
pearthat  .Mr.  Tliompson  heaiin^rat  his  Ksta- 
blisluicent  higher  up  the  Columbia  of  the 
unex|iected  arrival  of  the  Americans  at  the 
niuuth  of  the  River  weiicdown  to  reconnoitre 
their  iirocecdiii),'s,  was  with  them  when  tliev 
were  erecting  their  Fort  and  then  returned 
to  his  own  I'osts  which  had  been  estalilished 
after  his  first  visit  to  the  Country  from  the 
East  of  the  .Mountains  in  18o;<,  herewith  is 
sent  a  copy  of  Harmon's  work  and  in  pages 
1!(1,  1!H1,  lilS,  '.'24,  2-J^,  237,  SM).  2l(i,  242,  245, 
24(i.  will  lie  found  remarks  relating  to  the 
establishments. 


*Mr.  Alexander  McKay  has  been  in  the  service  of  the  North  Wcct  Company  for  several 
years,  wa.s  a  British  subject  and  wna  engaged  by  the  Pacific  Fur  Company  from  the  knowledge 
which  he  hnd  acquired  of  the  trade  while  in  the  service  of  the  North  West  Company.  There  were 
also  Duncan  MoDougall,  Donald  MoKenzie,  Havid  Stuart  and  several  other  Uritish  subjects  who 

'jarty 
iver. 


had  ad  been  previously  in  the  service  of  the  North  West  Company  attached  to  the  crew  and  pa 
sent  out  in  the  Tonquin  and  who  built  the  American  Fort  on  the  South  bank  of  the  Columbia  Riv 


2.  When  was  the  name  of  McCillivray 
given  to  the  River  now  bearing  that  name? 
vVas  its  course  or  any  considerable  part  of  it 
e.xplored  by  any  iierson  of  that  name  being  a 
subject  of  His  Alajesty  in  the  service  of  tiie 
Company  and  was  there  any  settlement  or 
station  formed  by  him  or  others  acting  with 
him  on  that  River  and  about  what  time  ? 


3.  Did  McKenzie  explore  and  what  p.irts 
of  the  Columbia  or  its  Tributary  Branches: 
in  what  year  and  was  he  then  in  the  service 
of  the  Company  ? 


In  180.'}  when  Mr.  Duncan  MctJillivray 
who  died  in  1807  .set  out  on  an  K\\"  "''on 
with  David  Tliompson  from  the  No'  i  W  'st 
Co's  ])ost  in  Saskatchewan  River  to  ■  :  che 
Kocky  .MouutaiiiH  to  explore  the  country  and 
with  a  view  to  establish  Trading  jxists,  Mr. 
McGillivray  was  taken  ill  and  obliged  to  re- 
main behind.  Mr.  Thompson  proceeded 
with  the  Expedititm  crossed  the  upjHjr  part 
of  the  Columbia  and  called  the  first  River  he 
reached  McGillivray  the  next  after  himself. 
Mcfiillivray  and  Thompson  were  both  part- 
ners in  the  North  West  Company.  They 
traded  with  the  Natives  but  formed  no 
Establishment  at  that  time, 

Sir  Alexander  McKenzie  did  not  explore 
any  part-  of  the  Columbia  or  its  tributary 
branches  he  proceeded  from  the  Atha(>e8cow 
district  by  Peace  river  crossed  the  Mountains 
and  travelled  to  the  Pacific  far  to  the  North- 
ward both  of  the  Columbia  a.id  Thompson 
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4.  In  what  year  wan  the  firnt  KngliHli  Hhii) 
dent  to  the  C'oliiiuhiii  (or  thu  puriMmt!  of  col- 
hfCtiriK  Fiirn  and  carrying  Hupplitw  to  th« 
Gompaiiy'M  ARfiiitB  and  trading  witli  \\w 
NativftH  on  the  Columbia  (liver?  Han  a  ship 
been  sent  every  year  since  the  first'.' 


Antyoerl, 

Rlvent,  thin  wan  in  the  year  1703  at  which 
time  he  wan  a  partner  in  the  North  West 
Company. 

The  Isaac To<l(l  which  Hailedfrom  Kneland 
in  1818  and  arrived  at  the  CoUnnbia  liiver 
in  April  1H14 ;  wa«  the  first  ship  that  UkjU 
liny  Produce  of  the  North  West  ComiNiny'M 
trade  collected  on  the  West  Bide  of  the 
Kocky  Mountainn  and  carried  it  to  China 
from  whence  nhe  brought  a  cargoe  of  tea  to 
Kngland  for  account  of  the  Kant  India  Com- 
pany :  all  that  had  Ix'en  collected  in  former 
yearH  having  been  Hent  by  the  Interior  to 
Canada  but  ub  early  as  178*!  the  KaBt  India 
Conipv  had  venHelH  on  the  CoaHt  and  uur- 
chaHed  Land  of  the  NativeH  aH  related  by 
Meures  in  IiIh  .Memorial  Hoe  Htaten  pai>ertt 
annual  Iteginter  17!tO  page  287.  The  Inaac 
Todd  tiK)k  at  the  Hanie  time  all  that  had  ever 
lieen  collected  by  the  American  Kur  Com- 
pany nt  the  EstubliHhment  of  AMtoria.  The 
Americ.inH  arrived  in  the  Columbia  an  l)efore 
observed  Summer  1811,  the  FurM  that  were 
collected  the  following  Winter,  they  were 
m)t  able  to  Hend  away  the  ship  that  was  to 
have  cimveyed  them  having  been  deittroyed 
by  the  Natives  on  the  coast  and  the  whole 
of  the  Crew  niaHHOcred.  No  ship  arrived  in 
1812  and  in  the  fall  of  1813  it  was  that  the 
North  West  Company  (lurchasefl  of  the 
American  Tr.iderH  all  tliey  had  collected  the 
preceeding  two  years  therefore  no  American 
ship  ever  took  away,  or  have  the  Americans 
ever  taken  any  produce  of  their  Trade  from 
the  Co\iiitry  and  when  they  established 
themselves  in  1811  on  the  South  side  of  the 
Iliver,  they  had  no  Establishment  on  the 
North  side,  and  from  the  terms  of  tlie  Treaty 
for  the  purcliase  it  apix-iirs  that  they  had 
(mo  subseciuently  on  Thompson  River  b>it 
aVmndoned  it  when  they  left  the  Country 
and  they  have  never  been  there  since. 

In  1814  the  Schooner  Colun)bia  was  sent 
out  which  arrived  at  Fort  (ieorge  in  the 
Spring  of  1815  and  having  delivered  her 
supplies  proceeded  with  skins  to  Canton  from 
whence  she  returned  to  the  Sandwich  Islands 
and  to  the  Columbia  river  in  order  to  carry 
the  skin.s  of  the  following  season  to  Caiton. 

The  s\ipi)lie8  sent  from  Kngland  ir.  1815 
and  which  reached  Fort  George  in  the 
Spring  of  181(i  were  sent  in  the  Brig  Colonel 
Allen  which  vessel  returned  from  the  Colum- 
bia to  England. 

All  these  were  British  vessels  belonging  to 
and  fitted  out  by  the  Agents  of  the  North 
West  Company  with  supplies  fo:  their 
Traders  at  the  Oolimibia  River. 

The  outfits  of  these  vessels  havii.g  been 
f(jund  exi»en8ive  and  unproductive  ,n  con- 
sequence of  the  restriction  of  British  svbjects 
from  trading  in  China  except  under  License 
from  the  East  India  Company  whic'i  Com- 
pany refused  to  i)eruut  the  Agents  of  the 
North  West  Company  to  carry  awi  y  tea  in 
return  for  the  skins  sold  by  them  aC  Canton 
whilst  American  ships  and  Traders  not  U-lng 
under  similar  restrictions  had  the  benefit  of 
freight  fo'*  the  whole  voyage  to  China  and 
back.  L ;  der  these  circumstances  in  the 
year  1815  an  arrangement  was  made  with  a 
nouae  at  Boston  under  which  the  supplies  of 
British  manufactures  rtiquired  for  the  estab- 
lishments at  the  Columbia  were  sent  from 
England  to  Boston  from  whence  a  ship  was 
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(intrici. 


B.  How  many  PcwtH  nnd  HpttloinHiitH  haM 
the  Comiuiiiy  now  on  or  near  the  BiwiWh  of 
the  Cohinilila  or  itn  Tributary  liranclitw ; 
when  as  nearly  a»  can  be  aHcertuined  wi^re 
they  firHt  formed  and  how  many  are  North 
anfi  liow  many  are  Soutli  of  the  RiverH  or  of 
its  BranoheH  ? 

0.  When  the  Companv  wan  formed  of 
which  Mr.  AHtor  wao  the  iiead,  of  how  many 
partnerrt  did  it  consist,  how  man]^  of  that 
Company  were  oitizenK  of  Great  Britain  and 
how  many  oiti/.uns  of  tho  LTniU'd  StateM  V 

7.  Ha<f  the  Comi)any  any  charter  of  in- 
corjxjration  or  other  instrument  of  special 
recoKnition  from  the  State  of  New  York  or 
any  otiier  authority  in  the  United  States  'i 


Anmrrt, 

diiipatched  to  convey  them  to  the  Columbia 
to  take  the  skins  from  the  Columbia  to  Can- 
ton and  to  carry  thi  proceeds  of  their  sale  in 
'I'eas  and  other  onKMice  of  China  tnnu  Can- 
ton to  Boston  where  the  Atrierican  house  re- 
taintnl  a  certain  pro|K)rtion  of  the  net  pro- 
ceeds liN  a  coiu|ivnHatioii  for  the  freight. 

In  this  manner  annual  supplies  were  sent 
to  tho  Columbia  Hiver  in  each  year  from 
1H1)>  to  \H-2i)  and  in  IK21  the  Kstablishmeutit 
were  transferred  to  the  U\idson's  Bay  Com- 
pany since  which  time  the  procee<ls  have 
been  brought  by  British  shi|is  to  Knffland. 

The  Company  liave  now  six  settlemi^nls 
on  tho  Cohnnbiu  and  its  Tributary  Branc^hes 
exclusive  of  Kort  (Jeorge  and  thirte«<n  settle- 
hients  in  the  whole  on  the  North  si<Ie  ( f  the 
River  in  New  Caledonia.  The  Comiwny 
have  none  on  the  south  side  Lut  parties  have 
l)een  fitted  out  from  Kort  (Jeorge  to  hunt  the 
Country  on  that  side. 

Formed  in  1810  after  Lewis  and  Clarke's 
return,  do  not  know  their  numlier  but  several 
of  them  were  British  subjects  and  had  been 
in  the  service  of  the  North  West  Company. 

Can  not  say  if  they  had  a  charter  of  incor- 
ixjratitin,  but  Iwlieve  they  were  recogni7.(Hl 
by  the  State  of  Niw  York. 
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To 


The  Right  Honble. 

Viscount  Palmeijston. 


My  Lord, — I  have  tlie  honor  to  acquaint  Your  Lordship  for  the  infor- 
mation of  His  Majesty's  Government,  that  by  advices  just  received  from 
Chief  Factor  McLoughlin  the  officer  in  charge  of  all  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company's  affairs  on  the  North  West  Coast  of  America,  an  expedition  was 
fitted  out  and  despatched  in  the  month  of  May  1834,  agreeably  to  instruc- 
tions previously  issued  by  the  Board  of  Direction  at  which  I  preside  as 
Governor  of  the  Company,  to  form  a  trading  establishment  within  the 
British  Territories,  at  a  distance  from  the  Ocean  extending  ten  Marine 
leagues  up  the  Stikine  River  in  about  Latitude  56°  40'.  Your  Lordship  is 
aware  that  a  Convention  was  entered  into  between  His  Late  Majesty  George 
4th  and  the  Emperor  of  Russia  signed  at  St.  Petersburg  28th  Febry.  1825 
which  determined  the  line  of  demarcation  between  the  British  and  Russian 
Territories  on  the  North  West  Coast  of  America  and  I  have  now  to  com- 
plain of  an  infraction  of  the  terms  of  that  Convention,  to  the  very  serious 
injury  of  the  Commerce  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  by  Baron  Wrangell, 
Post  Captain  in  the  Emperors  Navy  and  principal  superintendent  of  the 
Russian  American  Fur  Company's  affairs  on  the  North  West  Coast,  who 
opposed  an  armed  force  to  our  expedition,  and  thereby  prevented  the 
objects  for  which  it  was  outfitted  being  carried  into  effect. 

In  so  doing  the  Russian  Fur  Company  have  violated  the  6th  Article  of 
the  Convention,  which  provides  that  the  Subjects  of  His  Britannic  Majesty, 
from  whatever  quarter  they  may  arrive,  shall  forever  enjoy  the  right  of 
navigating,  freely,  and  without  any  hinderance  whatever,  all  the  Rivers  and 
Streams,  which  in  their  cou^e  towards  the  Pacific  Ocean  may  cross  the  line 
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of  demarcHtion,  upon  the  line  of  Coast  descrihed  in  Article  3rd  of  that 
Convention.  They  have  thereby  moreover  violated  the  7  th  Article  of  the 
Raid  Convention,  which  provides  that  for  the  space  of  ten  years  from  the 
signature  of  that  Convention  the  vessels  of  the  two  Powers,  or  those 
belonging  to  their  respective  subjects  shall  mutually  be  at  liberty  to  frequent, 
without  any  hinderatice  whatever,  ali  the  inland  seas,  gulphs  havens  and 
creeks  on  tlie  coast,  mentioned  in  Article  3rd  for  the  purpose  of  fishing  and 
trading  with  the  Natives,  in  as  much  as  the  ten  years  had  not  expired  when 
Baron  Wiangell  prevented  our  entering  the  Stikine  River,  And  I  have 
further  to  complain  of  a  violation  of  the  1 1  th  Article  of  the  said  Conven- 
tion, inasmuch  as  the  officers  of  the  Russian  Fur  Company,  under  the 
authority  of  Baron  Wrangeil  did  oppose  an  armed  force  to  our  expedition, 
and  thereby  forcibly  prevented  our  entering  the  River  and  carrying  the 
objects  of  which  it  was  outfitted  into  effect,  thereby  subjecting  the  Hudson's 
B  ly  Company  to  a  considerable  pecuniary  loss  (expenses  incurred  in  out- 
fitting the  expedition)  indcpendant  of  the  injury  which  our  commerce  in 
that  ([uarter  has  sustained,  by  being  thus  lowered  in  t!ie  estimation  of  the 
Natives,  who  have,  ever  since  our  distinguished  navigators.  Cook,  and 
Vancouver  visited  that  coast,  identified  our  interests  as  British  subjects 
witli  those  of  the  Government  by  whom  they  were  employed. 

Herewith,  I  hr  e  the  honor  to  transmit  for  Your  Lordsiiip's  information 
in  confirmation  of  the  foregoing  statements. 

No.  1.  Extract  from  Chief  Factor  McLoughlin's  Dispatch  (dated)  Fort 
Vancouver,  Cola.  River  Itth  March,  1835. 

No.  2.  Extract  froin  Chief  Trader  Ogden's  Jou"nal  of  the  proceedings  ot 
the  expedition  under  his  command  for  the  purpose  of  ascending  the  Stikine 
River. 

No.  3.  Copy  of  correspondence  between  Chief  Trader  Ogden  and  Baron 
Wrant;ell  and  other  officers  of  the  Russ  :  Amrn.  Fur  Coy  : 

No.  4.  Estimate  of  expenses  incurred  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  in 
an  attem{)t  to  erect  an  establishment  at  Stikine,  amounting  to  £22,150 
10  11  Stg, 

T  have  now  to  request  your  Lordship  will  be  pleased  to  afford  me  an 
early  personal  interview,  in  order  to  lay  the  Case  more  fully  before  you, 
with  a  view  to  obtaining  indemnification  for  the  very  serious  injury,  we 
have  sustained  by  the  recent  violation  of  the  Convention,  and  protection, 
in  the  intended  prosecution  of  our  valuable  trade  in  that  quarter  for  the 
future. 

I  ha\  e  the  honour  to  be. 
My  Lord, 
Your  Lordship's  most  obedient 

humble  servant, 
J.  H.  PELLY.  GOVR. 


Vol.  722, 
p.  30. 


FouEiGS  Office, 

13th  Novr. 


1835. 


To  J.  H.  Pelly,  Esq., 

&c.       &c.       kc. 

Sib, — I  am  directed  by  Viscount  Palmerston  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  the  24th  ulto.  complaining  of  the  interference  of  the  Russian 
Authorities  on  the  North  West  Coast  of  America  with  an  Expedition  fitted 
out  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  with  a  view  of  forming  a  settlement  ten 
leagues  up  the  "  Stikine  River"  and  I  am  to  acquaint  you  that  copies  of 
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the  papers  transmitted  by  you  will  be  forwarded  to  His  Majesty's  Ambas- 
sador at  St.  Petersburg  who  M'ill  receive  suitable  instructions  upon  the 
subject. 

I  am, 

Sir, 

Your  most  obedt.  humble  servt., 

(signed)         W.  FOX  STRANGWAYS. 


•«) 
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Foreign  Office, 

Jany  6th,  1836. 


J.  H.  Pelly,   Esqr. 

itc.       &c.       etc. 


Sir, — With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  24th  October  of  last  year 
complaining  of  the  interference  of  the  Russian  Authorities  with  the  Expe- 
dition of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  to  the  Stikino  River  on  the  North 
West  Coast  of  America  I  am  directed  by  Viscount  Palmcrston  to  acquaint 
you  that  His  Majesty's  Ambassador  at  St.  Petersburgh  upon  receiving  in- 
structions from  this  Department  lost  no  time  in  bringing  thequestion  under 
the  consideration  of  the  Russian  Government. 

In  reply  to  Lord  Durham's  representations  Count  Nesselrode  has  stated 
that  he  had  received  no  official  information  upon  the  subject  but  declared 
that  he  would  institute  an  immediate  in([uiry  adding  at  the  same  time  that 
any  violation  of  the  Treaty  would  be  a  matter  of  great  regret  to  the  Em- 
peror and  should  be  redressed  if  it  had  occurred. 

Lord  Durham  expresses  his  confidence  that  should  the  representations  of 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  prove  uncontradicted  the  acts  of  the  Russian 
Authorities  in  North  America  will  not  only  be  disavowed  but  censured. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedt.  humble  servt., 

(signed)        J.  BACKHOUSE. 


.Tou.nal  722, 


Hudson's  Bay  House, 

London,  14th  Janrj'.,  1836. 


The  Right  Honble. 

Viscount  Palmekston, 
itc.       »kc.       <tc. 


My  Loud, — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  Mr.  Backhouse's  letter  of 
the  6th  inst :  acquainting  me  by  Your  Lordship's  direction  that  His 
Majesty's  Ambassador  at  St.  Petersburgh,  upon  receiving  instructions  from 
the  Foreign  Office  lost  no  time  in  bringing  the  question  "  of  the  interfer- 
ence of  the  Russian  Authorities  with  the  expedition  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  to  the  Stikine  River  on  the  North  West  Coast  of  America  "  un- 
der the  consideration  of  the  Russian  Government.  Finding  there  was 
little  probability  of  Your  Lordship  receiving  a  reply  to  your  t  ..omunica- 
tion  to  His  Majestys  Ambassador  at  St.  Petersburgh,  conveying  my  com- 
plaint, on  behalf  of  the  Hudson's  Bpy  Company,  in  sufficient  time  to 
forward  instructions  to  bo  founded  thereon  to  the  Company's  officers  on 
the  North  West  Coast,  by  the  overland  express,  which  I  acquainted  your 
Lordship  would  leave  this  Country  via  New  York,  by  the  Packet  Ship  of 
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tlin  1  Ith  vlto.  iti  WHS  doteriniiUHl  timt  one  of  the  Oompiitiy'N  nliipH  uliould  be 
fittod  out  for  tho  North  Wowt  CoiiHt,  ho  hh  to  sail  from  honoo  nbout  tlio 
hittor  ond  of  the  present  niontli  in  order  to  convey  definite  irmtruotions  on 
the  subject,  as  it  is  of  tl»e  utmost  importiinoo  to  tlie  interests  of  the  (Join- 
pitny  that  Mieir  ollicers  sbouhl  i^now  lus  eiirly  its  possible  how  to  act,  in  the 
event  of  the  llussiai\  l<'ur  Comjiany  continuiii)i(  to  obstruct  them  in  tiie 
oxerciwo  of  u  trade,  wi-oured  to  tboni,  us  Mritisii  subjects  by  a  solonm 
TrtNity. 

I  can  iot  therefore  conoea'  my  disappointment  tliat  the  sentiments  of  the 
Uussian  (Jovernniert.,  on  tliis  ipiestioii,  iiavo  not  \\vm\  conveyed  in  a  more 
formal  shape,  acccmpanied  by  specific  instructions  tio  Haron  Wrangell  to 
refrain  from  hostile  proceedings  or  any  infraction  of  the  Treaty,  as  in  the 
absence  of  such  instructions  I  am  appnlxcmsive,  some  serious  collision  may 
take  place  betw(<en  the  people  of  the  ITudson's  Hay  (Company  and  those  of 
thti  liussian  l"'iir  Company  if  the  latter  shall  continue  the  aggressioiiH 
alreaily  con\plained  of. 

The  early  de|)arture  of  the  Company's  Ship  for  the  North  West  (^»ast, 
which  cannot  be  ilelayed,  renders  it  impossible  to  hear  from  Russia  in  reply 
to  any  further  represcMitation,  Your  Lordship  might  think  projter  to  luake 
on  this  subject  in  suiliciont  time  to  ho  forwarded  by  that  (M)nveyanie  but  in 
the  absence  thereof,  a  communication  from  the  llussian  And>aHsador  at.  this 
Court  addressed  to  Haron  Wriiiigell.  conveying  the  sentiments  of  his  (Jov 
ernment.  on  this  subject,  might  be  the  means  of  preventing  the  ( Ulicers  of 
the  Uussian  fur  Company  from  further  t>bstru(!tion  antl  Jif  interference  with 
the  rightful  trade  of  the  lluHsim's  Hay  C«mipany  as  Hritish  subjects,  which 
if  persisted  in  must,  inevitably  lead  to  serious  diU'ereiu'cs.  T  have  therefore 
to  rcvjuest  Your  lA)rdsliip,  will  bo  pleased  to  inform  \\w,  whetlun-  you  can 
furnish  nie  witli  any  document,  shewing  the  feeling  of  l.lie  llussian  (Jovern- 
nient  on  this  subject  to  be  forwarded  by  the  Company  s  ship  to  the  liussian 
Authorities,  on  the  North  West  C(»ast  of  America. 

The  Hudson's  Hay  Company's  ollicers  will  bo  instructed  to  endeavour  to 
avoid  any  collision  with  the  Hussian  Fur  Company—but  as  the  aggression 
of  the  latter  hius  been  so  far  successful  for  the  time,  it  is  to  be  ajiprohonded 
they  may  be  induced  to  interfere  still  further  with  our  right  of  trade  unless 
res^trained  by  some  intimation  from  their  own  (lovernnient.  With  refer- 
ence to  that  part  of  Mr.  Hackhouae's  letter  in  which  he  says  :    - 

"Lord  Durham  expresses  his  coulidence  that  shouhl  the  re|  resentati(mn 
"of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  prove  uncontradicted,  the  acts  of  the 
"  llussian  authorities  in  North  America  will  not  only  be  diKavowcd  but 
"censure(J."  T  beg  to  observe  that  acciunpauying  the  letter,  I  had  the 
hont)r  of  addressing  your  Lordship  under  date  21th  October  18."55  I  fur- 
nished you  \i'i*''.  copies  of  the  proclamation  and  letters  of  Haron  W^rangel, 
which  if  admitted  to  be  true  copies  unquestionably  confirm  the  representa- 
tions made  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  and  that  T  have  the  original 
proclamation  and  correspomience  of  Baron  Wrangell,  to  protluce  to  your 
Lordship  if  requii-ed,  which  certainly  cannot  pxlmit  of  contradiction  I  avail 
myself  of  this  opportunity  to  remind  your  lordship,  that  the  conditions  of 
the  7th  and  8th  Articles  of  the  Convention  between  His  Lato  Majesty  and 
the  Emperor  of  Russia  respecting  the  free  navigation  for  the  purposes  of 
fishing,  and  trading  with  the  Natives  in  all  the  inland  Seas,  Gulphs,  havens 
and  Creeks  ou  the  Coast  mentioned  in  Article  3rd,  and  of  Commerce  at  the 
Port  of  Sitka  and  New  Archangel  being  for  a  term  of  ten  years  only 
expired  (but  subsequently  to  the  hostile  obstruction  by  Baron  Wrangell) 
early  in  the  year  1835,  and  that  by  the  last  Message  of  th<i  President  of 
the  United  States,  of  America,  it  appea.rs  instructions  have  been  given  to 
their  Minister  at  St.  Petersburgh,  to  negotiate  a  renewal  of  it  on  behalf  of 
the  United  States. 
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I  trust  that  in  tlio  event  <if  nn  extonHion  of  the  term  of  ton  yoatH  Iming 
gnmtnd  t,o  \\w  IJnitod  HtiiioH  of  Ariioritsa  or  to  any  other  Power,  Your 
LordHliip  will  insJHf  on  a  liko  (ixtenHion  or  Ixihalf  of  (Ireat  Britain,  ft«  pro- 
vided by  the  J^th  Article  of  the  Treaty. 

I  liavi)  the  honor  Ut  l)o. 
My  l^iord. 
Your  liOrdrthip'H  most  ol«?dient  liuniMe  servant, 

J.  J  I.  I'Ef.LY,  (jovr. 


Ilndmiii  Hay 
.(oiiiiial,  Vol. 


./any.  28th  183G. 


J.  H.  Pkm.v,  Ksiji. 
tfrc.  A'o.  (ko. 


ISiH,  —  r  am  dircctiid  I13  ViHcount  I'ahnerston  to  acfjuaint  you  tJiat  His 
lionJsliip  hud  ah'i'iidy  |)rfpan',(l  inHtnictions  to  hn  sent  to  His  MajdHty's 
AinbaH.sador  at  St.  I'titcrHburi^h  founded  upon  your  letter  of  tiie  lUh  inst. 
reKpectinf^  the  c(itidu<-t  of  tin-  iiuHsiari  AuthoritieH  on  the  North  WoHt 
C'oa.st  of  America  when  \\\h  LordHhip  r.-cciived  a  de,s()atcli  froiri  Ix)rd 
Durham  enclowin^  the  aoHWCM'  or  the  liusHian  (ioverninent  to  the  rfiproHen- 
tation  which  His  ['iXcellency  iiiwl  already  made  to  them  in  consequence  of 
your  letter  to  thiH  Oeparti'ient  datetl  2  Ith  of  laat  Oct<jl)er.  'I'lie  lluHHian 
(jlovi^rnment  diHavow  the  conHtruction  which  their  autliorities  have  put 
upon  the  stipiilal-ioiiH  of  the  Treaty  of  1825  and  they  promiHo  to  convey  to 
l,hoHO  authorilicH  without  delay  Hin  ImpfM-ial  MajeHty's  diHapprohation  of 
their  proceed in;j,H  toj^other  with  such  further  iiiHtructions  as  Hhall  be 
necewsary  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  a  Himilar  cauHe  of  coin[)laint.  With 
reHj)ect  to  the  charge  that  oU'enaive  lan/^ua^e  had  'leen  ii"e/l  hy  the  UnsHian 
Authoriticis  in  their  oomniuni(!ation  with  the  O  iim  of  the  Hud'on'.H  JJay 
Company  the  Kussian  (Government  allege  it  to  Ije  unfounded,  and  they 
ftHcrilio  the  mlHafipn^h^msion  on  this  point  to  the  incompetency  "f  the  perHOns 
en»ploy<!d  an  interpreterH  between  the  [tartie.s.  They  deny  the  fact  of  a 
tnenace  having  been  us(;d  by  the  Ru.sHian  (Jtlicers  in  warning  oil  the  Ex- 
pedition fiom  the  Ifiver  Stikine  and  allege  that  all  that  was  int«;nriefJ  on 
th(!  occasion  was  to  acquaint  the  persons  in  charge  of  the  lOxper'ition,  that 
if  thr-y  persisted  on  entfsring  the  River  they  would  be  acting  witliout  the 
consent  and  permission  of  the  Russian  Authorities. 

Lord  J'almerstcjn  desires  me  to  call  your  particular  attention  to  this  part 
of  the  Russian  answer  as  the  Russian  Government  appear  di8[)Osed  to  rely 
upon  it  as  their  justification  for  declining  to  accede  to  the  demand  of  com- 
p'jnsation  mad*!  by  His  Majesty's  Ambassador.  They  declare  that  the 
IJritish  Expedition  was  not  prevented  from  proceeding  by  any  unaur- 
mountable  obstacle  or  by  any  actual  danger  but  rather  by  an  excess  of  cau 
tiou  on  the  part  o:  the  persons  in  charge  of  it  and  they  accordingly  main- 
tain that  those  persons  and  not  the  Russian  Authorities  are  responsible  to 
the  Company  for  any  losses  which  may  have  been  sustained  on  the  occasion. 

I  am,  sir, 
Your  most  obed  hunable  servt., 

(signed)    J.  BACKHOUSE. 
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Hudson's  Bay  House, 

London,  4th  Feby,  1S36. 

The  Right  Honble. 

Viscount  Palmerston 
ckc.  tkc.  &c. 

My  Lord, — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  Mr.  Backhouse's  letter  of 

the  28th  ulto  ;  intimating  that  in  reply  to  a  representation  made  by  Lord 

Durham  to  the  Russian  Government  in  consequence  of  my  letter  to  Your 

Lordahip'of  24th  October  the  Russian  Government  "disavow  the  construc- 

'  tion  which  their  authorities  (on  the  North  West  Coast  of  America)  have 

'  put  upon  the  stipulations  of  the  Treaty  of  1825  "  and  that  "  they  promise 

'  to  convey  to  those  authorities  without  delay   His   Imperial  Majesty's 

*  disapprobation  of  their  proceedings  together  with  such  further  instruc- 
'  tions  as  shall  be  necessary  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  a  similar  cause  of 
'  complaint "  which  is  highly  satisfactory. 

Mr.  Backhouse's  letter  further  says  "  with  respect  to  the  charge  that 
'  offensive  language  had  been  used  by  the  Russian  Authorities  in  their 
'  communications  with  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  the  Russian  Govern- 
'  ment  allege  it  to  be  unfounded  and  they  ascribe  the  misapprehension  on 
'  this  point  to  the  incompetency  of  the  persons  employed  as  interpreters 
'  l)etweon  the  parties      They  deny  the  fact  of  a  menace  having  been  used 

*  by  the  Russian  Officers  in  warning  off  the  Expedition  from  the  Stikine 
'  River  and  allege  that  all  that  was  intended  on  the  occasion  was  to 
'  acquaint  the  persons  in  charge  of  tiie  expedition  that  if  they  persisted  on 
'  entering  the  River  they  would  be  acting  witliout  the  consent  and  per- 
'  mission  of  the  Russian  Authorities  and  they  declare  that  the  British 
'  Expedition  was  not  prevented  by  any  insurmountable  obstacle  or  by  any 
'  actual  danger  but  rather  by  an  exceos  of  caution  on  the  part  of  the 
'  persons  in  charge  of  it,  and  they  accordingly  maintain  that  those  persons, 
'  and  not  the  Russian  Authorities  are  nisponsible  to  the  Company  for  any 
'  losses  which  may  have  been  sustained  on  the  occasion" 

With  reference  to  those  allegations  I  have  only  to  observe  that  the  docu- 
ments vizt.  Extracts  from  the  report  of  Mr.  Ogden  the  Gentn.  in  charge  of 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  expedition ;  the  Proclamation  of  Baron 
Wrangell  dated  15/27th  May  1834 — the  letters  from  Mr.  Ogden  to  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Russian  establishment  of  the  18th  June  1834  and 
to  Baron  Wrangell  of  the  20th  June  and  ."^Oth  Septr;  the  letter  from  A. 
Etoling  to  Mr.  Ogden  14/26  June,  the  translations  of  the  Papers  No,  4  &6 
signed  by  captn.  Zarembo  and  letter  from  Baron  Wrangell  dated  19th 
Septr.  1834,  copies  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  Your  Lord- 
ship herewith,  bear  ample  evidence  on  the  face  of  hem  that  threatening 
langu.age  and  menaces  were  used  by  the  Russian  Authorities  towards  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  and  the  fact  that  two  Russian  Armed  Vessels  as 
stated  in  Bar*  .i  VVrang^iU's  Proclamation,  were  stationed  in  the  Straits 
together  witn  the  intimation  of  Captn.  Zarembo,  the  Commandant  con- 
tained in  Pi.per  No.  6  "  I  neither  allow  to  enter  the  Jiiver  Stikine  in  con- 
sequence of  bhe  instructions  received  from  the  Chief  Director  Baron  Wran- 
gell "  shew  that  hostile  and  forcible  measures  were  resorted  to  by  the 
Russian  Authorities  to  prevent  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  from  availing 
themselves  of  the  Rights  secured  to  them  by  the  Convention.  On  an  atten- 
tive perusal  of  those  documents  I  think  Your  Lordship  cannot  fail  to  observe 
that  they  confirm  all  I  have  advanced  on  hehalf  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany in  regard  to  the  conduct  of  Baron  Wrangell  and  the  Russian  Author- 
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ities  on  the  North  West  Coas*;  and  that  if  Mr.  Ofi;clen  had  resorted  to 
forcible  measures  in  the  fact  ov  tliese  hostile  demonstrations  in  conductmg 
the  expedition  under  his  comiLand  to  their  destination  he  would  have 
been  acting  in  disobedience  to  and  in  Contravention  of  the  11th  Article  of 
the  Treaty.  I  have  ti.^rcfore  on  behalf  of  the  Hudson's  Eay  Company 
respectfully  to  submit  to  Your  Lordship  that  as  the  Russian  Go\ernment 
disavow  the  con.stt  uction  which  their  authorities  have  put  on  the  stipulal 
tions  of  the  Treaty  calling  forth  the  disapprobation  of  his  Imperia- 
Majesty  and  that  as  the  loss  which  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  has  su.s- 
tained  was  occa.sioned  by  that  misconstruction  and  the  hostile  attitude 
assumed  bj'  the  Russian  Authorities  arising  from  such  misconstruction  it  is 
fitting  that  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  should  be  indemnitied  by  those 
authin-ities  and  I  trust  Your  Lordship  will  take  the  necessaiy  steps  to 
obtain  indemnification  for  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  accordingly. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
My  Lord, 

Y^our  most  obedient  humble.servt., 

J.  H.  PELLY,  Govr. 


Papers  forwarded. 


Copy  of  P.  S.  Ogden's  report  of  transactions  at  titikine  hS34-  — 

No.  1.  Copy  of  Proclamation  of  Baron  Wrangell   dated   New  Archangel 
May  15/27  1834 

2.  "      of  P.  S.  Ogden's    letter    to   Superintendent   of   the    Russian 

Establishments  June  18th  18;i4. 

3.  "      of  P.  S.  Ogdon's  letter  to  Baron  Wrangell  20th  1824. 

4.  "      of  Translation  (by  A  Fles)  of  Declaration  of  Captn.  Sarembo 

&G  June  18th  1834. 

5.  "      of  Letter  from  A  Etoling  to  P.  .S.  Ogden  Jui?e  14/26th  1834. 

6.  "      of  Translation  (by  A  Fles)  of  Declaration  of  Capt.  Harembo 

June  10th  1834. 

7.  "      of  Letter  from  liaron  Wrangell  to  P.  S.  Ogden  Sept  IDth  1834. 

8.  "      of  Do         P.    S.    CJgden   (in  reply)    to    Baron   Wrangell 

Sept.  30th  1834. 

Copy  Draft  Dedaratn.  of  Captn.  Ale.rr.  Duncan  as  to  the  proceedings  and 
opposition  of  the  Russian  Government  to  the  Govr.  and  Coy.  of 
Hudson's  Bay  erectliuj  an  Establishment  at  iStikine  River  on  the 
N.    \V.  Coast  of  America. 

T.  Crossk. 


City  of  London  (to  wit)  I  Alexander  Duncan  of  Salmon  Lane  in  the 
parish  of  Limehouse — in  the  Coy.  of  Midd'x,  a  Captn.  in  tiie  Service  of  the 
honble.  the  Govr.  k  Company  of  Adventurers  of  England  trading  into 
Hudson's  Bay  Do  solemnly  and  sincerely  Declare  that  in  the  month  of 
August  1833  I  was  Master  and  Commander  of  the  Vancouver  Schof)ner 
belongg.  to  the  sd.  Govr  ik  Coy.  the  crew  of  w'ch  consisted  of  myseif  and  3 
oflBcers  ik  12  men  »k  wch  aii.  Schooner  was  then  lying  in  the  Harl)()ui-  of 
Nasse  on  the  North  West  Coast  of  America  And  I  further  Declare  that  in 
the  month  of  August  1833  T  sailed  with  the  sd.  Schooner  with  the  ^^d.  olK- 
cers  (fe  crew  on  board  from  Nasse  af'sd  in  company  with  the  Brig  Lama  of 
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145  tons  also  belonging  to  the  sd.  Govr.  &i  Coiupy.  it  commanded  by  Captu. 
McNeil    it   w'ch  sd.    Brig  had   then  on  board  Mr.  Peter  iSkeene  Ogden  a 
Chief  Trader  &.  a  party  of  Canadian  Servants  then  in  the  Service  k  Employ 
of  the   sd.   Governor   &  Compy.  to  Stikine  Suund  on  the  N.  W.  Coist  of 
America  for  the  purpose  of  going  up  that  River  and  ascertaining  if  there 
was  a  proper  Situation  there  to  erect  a  trading  Establishment  on  behalf  of 
the  sd.  Govr.  &  Compy.  and   I  do  further   Declare  that  having  arrived  at 
the  Entrance  of  the  sd.  River  Stikine  I  quitted  the  said  Schoonei-  N'ancou- 
ver  &  proceeded  with  the  sd.  Peter  Skeene  Ogden  &  part  of  the  Crew  in  2 
Boats  up  the  couise  of  the  sd.  River  k  having  found  a  spot  which  appear'd 
proper  for  the  purpose  of  a  tiading  Establishment  we  landed  &  took  poss'on 
(k  shaved  the  Bark  oiF  the  side  of  a  Spruce  Fir  Tree  on  w'ch  by  the  orders 
of  myself  and   the  sd.  Peter  S.  Ogden   was  mark'd  with  a  knife  the  Lrs. 
"  H.  H.  B.  C."  cut  on  the  side  of  the  sd.    Tree  after  which,  ife  takg.  some 
refreshment,  we  return'd  to  the  Boat  &  dropp'd  about  7  miles  down  the  dd. 
River  where  he  this  Declarant  and  the  sd.  P.  S.  Ogden  it  the  crew  of  the 
«d.  Boat  landed  it  encamped  for  the  night.      And  I  do  further  also  solemnly 
it  sincerely  Declare  that  at  about  4  o'clock  ou  the  following  morning  I  this 
Declarant  and  the  sd.  P.   S.  Ogden  and  the  sd.  Crew  reimbark'd  &  came 
down  about  8  miles  further  to  a   Village  on  the  Bank  of  the  sd.  River 
Stikine  v^here  one  "  Seix  "  the  principal  Chief  of  the  Stikine  Tribe  resided 
tt  who  having  given  invitation  to  us  to  land  this  Declarant  it  the  sd.  P.  S. 
Ogden  went  ashore  and  stated   to  the  sd.   Chief  that  we  had  selected  a 
trading  Estahlishmt.  for  the  sd.  Govr.  it  Compy.  of  Hudson's  Bay  with  wch 
informatn.  the  sd.  Chief  appear'd  so  pleas'd   that  he  thereupon  presented 
me,  this  Declarant  it  the  sd.  Peter  Skeene  Ogden  each  with  a  Beaver  Robe 
And  I  do  further  Declare  that  myself  and  thesd.  P.  S.  Ogden  then  returned 
to  the  sd.  Schooner  &  Brig  follow'd  by  the  sd.  Chief  Sei.x  it  his  people  who 
brought  with  them  a  number  of  Beaver  it  other  skins  wch  they  traded  for 
Powder  Blankets  it  or.  goods  and   T  also  furt.  Declare  that  afr.  completing 
the  trade  at  Stikine  Sound  as  afsd  both  vessels  proceeded  to  Henega  and 
other  Trading  Stations  on  that  Coast  &  returned  to  Nasse  afsd  in  the  month 
of  Octr.  follg.     And  I   further  Declare  that  the  sd.  P.  S.  Ogden  remd.  at 
Nasse  afsd  a  few  days  only,  during  wch  he  was  engaged  in  arranging  the 
business  of  that  Establishment  after   which  he  embark'd  on  board  the  sd. 
Brig  Lama  also  belonging  to  the  fd.  Govr.  &  Coy.  for  Columbia  River  on 
the  sd.  N.  W.  Coast  of  America  leaving   Mr.  James  Birnie  a  Clerk  in  the 
service  of  the  said   Govr.  &  Coy.   &  also  the  said   Canadian  Servants  who 
had  accompanied  the  said  P.  S.  Ogden  on  board  the  Brig  Lama  as  aforesd. 
at  that  place.     And   I   also  fur'^her  Declare  that  I  .afterwards  proceeded 
with  the  sd.  Schooner  Vancouver  to  various  places  on  thesd.  Western  Coast 
of  North  America  &  on  the  21st  of  the  sd.  month  of  Octr.  1833  I  put  into 
Tumgasse  Harbour  to  Winter  &  continued  there  until  the  month  of  Febru- 
ary 1834  during  which  time  the  sd.  "Seix  "  the  Chief  of  the  Stikine  Tribe 
as    before   mentd.  came   to  the  said  last  nd.  Harbour  &  informed  me  this 
declarant  that  since  I  had  seen  the  sd.  Chief  up  the  Stikine  River  the  pre- 
ceding summer  the  Russians  had  during  the  winter  come  down  from  Sitka 
with   a   Body  of  about  80   men  &  had  erected  an  Establishment  at  Point 
Highfield  a   little  to  the  S.E.  of  Stikine   Sound   aforesaid  which  informn. 
I    immediately     thereupon     communicated    to      the    sd.     P.    S.     Ogden 
who    was     then    at  port    Vancouver    by    means    of  the     sd.    Govr.    k 
Coys.  Schooner  Cadboro  which   had  brot.  up  supplies  for  the  sd.  Govr  & 
Coys,  different  establishments  on  that  coast.     And  I  also  further  declare 
that  a  few  days  afterwards  the  sd.  Sciiooner  Vancouver  put  to  sea  for  the 
purpose  of  returning  to  Nasse  aforesd.  but  she  was  unfortunately  wrecked 
about  100  miles  from  that  place  &  the  sd.  Schooner  it  her  Cargo  <t   Stores 
wholly  lost  &  on  the  4th  day  of  March  1834  with  great  difficulty  T  reached 
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the  Shore  »fe  proceeded  along  the  Coast  to  Nasse  aforesd.  where  I  continued 
with  the  sd.  officers  ife  Crew  of  the  sd.  Schooner  until  the  15th  day  of  Juno 
then  next  following.  And  I  also  further  declare  that  on  the  9th  day  of  the  sd. 
month  of  June  1834  the  sd.  Govr.  tfe  Coys.  Brig  Dryad  commanded  by  Chas. 
Kipling  master  &  which  sd.  Brig  this  declarant  says  he  understood  had  been 
fitted  out  at  Fort  Vancouver  afsd  for  the  purpose  of  proceeding  to  Stikine 
River  to  erect  a  trading  Establishment  up  that  river  on  behalf  of  the  said 
Govr.  &  Coy.  arrived  at  Nasse  aforesd.  with  a  complement  of  3  officers  <fe  16 
men  k  having  also  on  board  the  sd.  Chief  Trader  P.  S.  Ogden  tk  a  party  of 
2  officers  &  27  men  under  his  command  &  who  were  as  this  declarn.  then 
understood  proceeding  to  the  Stikine  River  aforesaid  for  the  purpose  of 
erecting  a  trading  establishment  there  on  behalf  of  the  sd.  Govr.  k  Coy  :  as 
before  mentd.  And  I  also  further  declare  that  it  having  to  my  knowledge 
been  previously  arranged  that  the  sd.  Schooner  Vancouver  had  she  not  been 
lost  was  to  have  accompanied  the  said  Brig  Dryad  on  the  sd.  Expedition 
to  the  Stikine  River  as  aforesd.  he  this  declart.  with  two  of  his  officers  and 
Crew  embarked  on  board  the  sd.  Brig  Dryad  together  with  the  said  James 
Birnie  the  Clerk  and  1 1  men  whom  the  sd.  P.  S.  Ogden  had  left  at  Nass  as 
before  stated  and  I  R.iso  further  solemly  declare  that  the  persons  then  on 
board  the  sd.  Brig  Dryad  consisted  of  4  officers  Viz  :  the  sd.  P.  S.  Ogden 
Chief  Trader  Alexr  Caulfield  Anderson  &  James  Birnie  Clerks,  Wm.  Eraser 
Tolmie  Surgeon  k  38  men  belonging  to  the  sd.  Govr.  &  Compy.  Land  Ser- 
vice k  4  officers  vizt.  the  sd.  Chas  Kipling  Mr.,  this  declart.  Geo.  Langley 
(k  Wm.  Heath  k  26  men  belongg.  to  the  said  Govr.  &  Coys.  Shipping  & 
comprising  in  the  whole  a  party  of  8  officers  &  62  men  whose  names  are 
respectively  as  this  Declarant  believes  respectively  k  correctly  stated  in  the 
Schedule  or  list  hereunto  anexed  &  also  having  on  board  a  considerable 
quantity  of  Stores  &  provision  &  also  a  consble.  quantity  of  trading  goods 
intended  for  the  purpose  of  the  said  intended  settlement  up  Stikine  River 
aforesd.  And  I  do  further  solemnly  declare  that  the  sd.  Brig  Dryad  then 
under  the  command  of  the  said  Chas,  Kipling  as  afsd.  sailed  fronr  Nass  afsd. 
on  the  loth  day  of  June  1834  then  having  on  board  the  sd  Clm^  Kipling 
this  Declart.  &  the  sJ.  Geo.  Langley  &  Wm.  Heath  &  the  sd.  cic'W  of  26 
Seamen  as  before  mentd.  &  also  having  on  board  the  said  Brig  the  sd.  P.  S. 
0<;den  Chief  Trader  the  sd.  Alexr  Cauldfied  Anderson  k  Jas.  Birnie  Clerks 
&  Wm.  Eraser  Tolmie  the  Surgeon  togr  with  the  sd.  38  men  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  sd.  P.  S.  Ogden  as  before  mentd.  &  also  havg.  on  boad  the  said 
Stores  &  provisions  &  also  the  sd.  Goods  intended  for  the  purposes  of  the 
sd.  Settlement.  And  I  do  further  declare  that  the  sd.  Brig  Dryad  with  the 
sd.  sevl.  persons  &  Stores  &  Goods  as  aforesd.  on  board  as  before  mentd 
came  in  sight  of  Point  Highfield  a  little  to  the  South  Eastward  of  Stikine 
Sound  on  the  N.  W.  Coast  of  America  on  the  18th  day  of  June  1834  when 
it  was  found  that  the  Russians  bad  erected  an  Establishment  there  in  the 
course  ot  'he  preceding  Winter  as  commund.  to  this  Declart.  by  the  sd. 
Seix  the  Chef  of  tlie  Stikine  Tribe  as  before  mentd.  And  I  further  declare 
that  shortly  after  the  sd.  Brig  came  in  sight  of  Point  Highfield  as  afore.sd. 
the  sd.  Brig  was  boarded  by  a  Russian  officer  who  handed  to  the  said  P.  S. 
Ogden  a  paper  purporting  to  be  a  Proclamation  signed  by  Baron  Wrangell 
&  also  a  papc^r  in  English  containing  several  enquiries  as  to  the  name  and 
tonnage  ife  No.  of  (iuns  in  the  Brig  &  the  object  of  her  voyage  to  which  the 
sd.  Chas.  Kipling  wrote  replies  which  were  handed  to  the  said  Russian 
officer  who  soon  afterwards  departed.  And  I  further  declare  that  shortly 
afterwards  &  when  about  to  bring  the  sd.  Brig  too  she  she  was  boarded  by 
a  second  Boat  in  which  was  a  Russian  officer  who  with  the  assistance  of  an 
Indian  Interpreter  stated  that  the  Dryad  must  not  cas*;  anchor  but  depart 
forthwith  &  that  the  Russians  would  use  force  if  the  Dryad  attempted  to 
proceed  up  the  River  in  consequence  of  which  a  Note  was  addressed  by  the 
ii— 2J 
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said  P.  S.  Ogden  to  the  Russian  Commandg.  Officer  &  forwarded  by  the  sJ. 
Boat  And  I  also  further  declare  that  on  the  followg.  day  the  19th  day  of 
June  I  thiH  declart.  &  the  above  named  Win.  F.  Tolniie  by  the  desire  of  the 
sd.  P.  >S.  Ogden  proceeded  to  the  sd.  Russian  Establishment  on  the  Stikine 
River  &  went  on  board  the  sd.  Russian  Brig  which  was  lyitig  alongside  of 
it  and  apparently  armed  with  about  14  guns  &  full  of  men  &  on  being  intro- 
duced to  Captn.  Zareinho  who  command  the  said  Russian  iirig  he  gave  me 
to  understand  that  his  instr'ons  were  not  to  allow  any  strangers  to  go  up 
Stikine  River  for  the  purposes  of  Trade  &  that  he  would  not  permit  the 
Dryad  to  do  so  without  an  order  from  Baron  Wrangell  the  Commandant  of 
all  the  Russian  Establishments  in  the  Pacific.  And  I  also  further  declare 
that  al)uut  the  middle  of  the  sd.  lastmd.  day  the  sd.  Captain 
Zarembo  dispiitched  a  Boat  to  Sitka  and  by  that  conveyce.  the  sd' 
P.  8.  Ogden  also  wrote  and  addressed  a  letter  to  the  sd.  Baron  Wrangell  ik 
on  the  "JOth  day  of  the  .sd.  Month  of  June  the  Boat  returned  from  Sitka 
with  a  reply  to  the  .sd.  P.  S.  Ogden's  letter  which  reply  was  from  Lieut. 
Etoling  of  the  Russian  Navj'  who  was  stated  to  be  the  officer  in  charge  of 
Sitka  during  tlie  absence  of  Baron  Wrangell  in  which  said  reply  the  said 
Lieut.  Etoling  declined  to  countermd.  the  orders  issued  to  the  sd.  Captn. 
Zareinl)o  as  aforesd.  And  this  declart  furr.  declares  that  in  conse(]uence 
thereof  "a  consultn.  was  held  with  the  Officers  of  the  Land  Service  &  the 
officers  of  the  sd.  Brig  Dryad  as  to  the  course  to  be  adopted  when  in  con- 
seqce.  of  the  threats  of  the  sd.  Russian  officers  ik  also  of  the  Indians  under 
their  Influence  it  was  unanimosly  resolved  not  to  attempt  to  proceed  up 
the  sd.  River  Stikine  but  to  abandon  the  Expedition  altogether.  And  I 
further  declare  that  in  the  afternoon  of  the  sd.  lastmd.  day  the  said  Brig 
Dryad  weighed  Anchor  ife  quitted  the  said  River  Stikine  &  returned  to  the 
Southward  thereby  abandoning  the  sd.  intended  expedition  which  was 
attended  with  very  consble.  loss  to  the  sd.  (lovr.  &  Coy.  not  only  with 
reference  to  the  expense  which  tliis  declt.  knows  the  sd.  Gf)vr.  ck  Coy.  had 
incurred  in  fitting  out  ik  providing  the  said  expedn.  but  also  by  the  loss  of 
the  prnfits  and  advantages  which  this  Declarant  says  he  verily  believes  the 
sd.  Govr.  ik  Coy.  would  have  made  had  they  not  bei^n  prevented  by  the 
hostile  inteiferenoe  and  threats  of  the  sd.  Russian  Officers  from  proceeding 
up  the  said  Stikine  River  ik  erecting  a  trading  establishment  there  as 
intended  by  them  as  before  mentd.  And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration 
con.scientiou.'-ly  believing  the  same  to  be  true  ik  by  virtue  of  the  provisions 
of  an  act  made  and  passed  in  the  6th  year  of  the  reign  of  Hia  present 
Majesty  intituled  an  act  to  repeal  an  act  of  the  Present  Session  of  Parlia- 
ment intituled  an  Act  for  the  more  effectual  Abolition  of  oaths  &  affirma- 
tions taken  and  made  in  various  departments  of  the  State  &  to  substitute 
Declarations  in  lieu  thereof  ik  for  the  more  entire  suppression  of  voluntary 
ik  extra  judicial  oaths  and  Affidavits  &  to  make  other  provision  for  the 
abolition  of  unnecessary  oaths. 

This  Declaration  was  made  at  the  Mansion  House,  London,  this  seven- 
teenth day  of  November,  1 836. 


Before  me, 


C.  MARSHALL, 

Aldn. 


11 


HUDSON'S  BAY  CO.VPAXY  COliKESPOXDKNCE. 


Iluilnon  Bay 
Vol.  722, 
11.68. 


Copy  of  Letter  Jrom  Georgn  Simpson  Esqr.  to  J.  II.  I'elly  Esqr. 

London,  29tli  Nov.,  1836. 

Sir, — Agreeably  to  your  verbal  instructions  when  I  had  the  honor  of 
attending  the  Board  of  l)irt)eti(jn  at  the  Iludsons  Bay  Hous(^  on  my  arrival 
from  North  America  a  few  days  ago  to  report  further  on  the  claims  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  in  reference  to  the  obstructions  presented  by  the 
liussian  .tutliorities  on  the  North  West  Coast  of  America  to  the  Expedition 
fitted  out  by  the  Company  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  trading  establish- 
ment on  the  banks  of  the  Stikine  ilivcr  in  tiu^  j-car  If^."!  1  :  1  have  with 
nnich  attention  examined  the  accounts  of  expimsos  on  which  those  claims 
are  founded. 

The  ditl'erent  items  of  expense  charged  \\\  those  accounts  were  incurred 
by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  in  the  object  <jf  attempting  to  estali)lish  a 
settlement  on  the  Stikine  Uiver  and  1  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the 
pecuniary  loss  sustained  by  the  Company  in  consei|uenceof  lunng  prevented 
by  the  Russian  Authoritita  from  carrying  that  object  into  etlect  far  exceeds 
th(!  ,un(.iint  claimed  ;  as  thci-eby  th"  Company  h;i\e  been  deprived  of  the 
benefit  of  a  valualiie  braiuii  of  trade  which  they  would  otherwise  have 
enjoyed  l)ut  of  which  the  liussian  Fur  Company  ha\e  had  the  undisturbed 
possession  and  advantages  ever  since  that  period,  ^^'ilh  reference  to  the 
accounts  themseUesit  is  (|uite  impossii)le  at  this  distance  of  timi'  and  place 
and  .without  access  to  the  Book-;  and  opportunity  of  communicating  per- 
sonally with  Mr.  McIiOughlin  the  Centieman  in  charge  of  the  Company's 
affairs  on  the  North  West  Coast,  the  Accountants  and  other  persons  that 
were  employed  on  that  expedition  to  go  into  a  close  investigation  of  the 
difl'eront  items  or  to  give  fiiither  information  than  is  contained  in  the 
artid.i.vits  of  .Mr.  Smith  tne  Secretary  to  the  Company  Capis.  Kijiling  and 
Duncati  and  of  Mr.  Joseph  Arnold,  Ship  Broker  of  this  city. 

As  Principal  r.  presentati\e  hf)wever  of  the  Company  in  North  America 
and  Pr'esid(  lit  of  the  Councils  in  the  country  from  whom  all  general  instruc- 
tions emanate,  in  reference  to  the  views  and  wishes  of  ilu?  Board  "of  Direc- 
tion "  in  England  at  which  you  jireside  :  I  beg  to  state  for  the  information 
of  whom  it  may  (;oiicern  that  "  shipping  othctu-s,  servants,  goods  and  pro- 
visions, wore  provided  for  the  express  jmrpost  of  extending  the  Company's 
Trade  on  the  North  West  Coast  by  establishing  Posts  on  the  Stikine  Biver; 
the  expenses  connected  with  which,  amounted  I  firmly  believe  to  a  sum 
exceeding  that  charged  in  those  accls.  and  which  would  not  have  been 
incurred  had  not  su.'h  extension  of  trade  been  conteiiijilaled  and  attempted. 

But  as  it  might  be  a  dithcult  matter  to  establish  these  facts  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  Russian  tTovernment,  without  the  production  of  detailed  and 
formerly  authenticated  accounts  and  oral  evidence  of  many  persons  now 
resident  in  various  parts  of  North  America  and  in  order  to  terminate  this 
long  disputed  claim  and  to  save  the  time  and  trouble  that  would  be 
occasioned  by  a  close  investigation  of  the  accounts  I  beg  leave  on  behalf  of 
the  Compys  Council  Boards  and  Chief  Factors  and  Chief  Traders  in  North 
America  whose  services  are  paid  by  sharing  in  the  profits  of  the  business  to 
suggest  tliat  a  compromise  of  the  claim  be  proposed  thro'  His  Majesty's 
Government :  but  should  the  Russian  Government  object  to  this  adjust- 
ment of  the  claim  I  have  to  recommend  th^t  Chief  Factor  McLoughlin  and 
the  principal  accountant  at  Fort  Vancouver  Columbia  River  from  whence 
the    Expedition  was  outfitted  be  summoned  to  England   without  delay 
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in   order   to   substa  -.tiate    .hj  'vhole  account  as  it   stands   altho'   it  will 
necessaiily  be  attended  with  much  expenHe,  inconvenience  and  loss  of  time. 

With  much  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  very  obedt.  servt., 

(Signed)  GEO.  SIMPSON. 


/r^., 


Pa^/<^rg  Jvrrvarded. 

No.  1  Copy  Letter  fron;  Goo.  Simpson  to  J.  H.  Pelly,*Esqr.,  29th  Nov.,  1836. 

No.  2  Deolarat'on  of  Wm.  Smith,  Secy,  to  the  H.  B.  C.  17th  Nov.,  1836. 

No.  3  "  Capt.  Charles  Kipling  in  service  of  " 

No.  4  "  Capt.  Alex.  Duncan  "  " 

No.  5  "  Joseph   Arnold  of  Clements  I^ane,  Ship  Owner,  18th 

Novr.,  1836. 
'  And  list  of  Otlicers  &c.  and  Statement  of  Expenses  (No.  3  and  4)  of  Papers 

sent  2nd  March  and  returned  20th  July. 


Vol.  722,  Hudson's  Bay  House, 

pp.  B'l.  LoNiJON,  10th  Deer.,  1836. 

The  Rt.  Honble.  Viscount  Palmerstou, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 

My  Lord, — I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  Mr.  Backhouse's  letter  of 
the  26th  March  conveying  Your  Lordship's  instiuctions  to  acquaint  me 
that  the  stateiuent  eoclosed  in  my  lettter  of  the  2nd  March  in  reference  to 
the  claims  of  the  Hud.son's  Bay  Company  on  the  Itussian  Government  for 
damages  sustained  by  the  former  in  consequence  of  the  obstructions  pre- 
sented by  the  Russian  authorities  on  the  North  West  Coast  to  the  forma- 
tion of  a  trading  establishment  within  the  British  Territories  on  the  banks 
of  the  Stikine  River  in  the  year  1834  "does  not  appear  sulhciently  authen- 
"  ticated  or  in  proper  form  to  be  communicated  to  the  Russian  Government 
"  and  further  conveying  Your  Lordship's  opinion  that  the  proper  and 
"  necessary  vouchers  should  be  produced  together  with  the  best  evidence 
"  which  the  nature  of  the  case  will  admit  of  to  prove  the  actual  and  bona 
"  fide  loss  sustained  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  in  consequence  of  the 
"  unjust  interference  of  the  Russian  authorities  and  that  explanation  should 
"  be  afforded  whether  the  individuals  who  are  stated  to  have  lieen  engaged 
"  for  the  period  of  three  years  have  not  or  could  not  have  been  employed 
"  upon  other  services  by  the  Hud.son's  Bay  Company  during  a  part  at 
"  least  of  that  period." 

I  have  deferred  replying  to  that  communication  until  the  return  of  Mr. 
Simpson  the  Company's  Principal  representative  in  North  America,  from 
Hudson's  Bay  in  expectation  that  that  Gentleman  might  be  able  to  furnish 
further  information  required  by  Your  Lordship. 

On  Mr.  Simpson's  return  to  this  country  the  whole  of  the  papers  were 
accordingly  laid  before  him  for  his  further  report  which  will  appear  in  the 
ascompanying  letter  of  the  29th  ult.  addres.sed  to  me  as  Governor  of  the 
Company.  By  that  report  Your  Lordship  will  observe  that  Mr.  Simpson 
distinctly  avers  that  the  different  items  of  expense  charged  in  those  ac- 
counts  were   incurred  by    the  Hudson's   Bay  Company   in  the  object  of 
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attempting  to  establish  a  Settlement  on  the  Stikine  River  <vnd  that  the 
pecuniary  loss  sustained  by  the  Company  in  consoquence  of  being  pre- 
vented by  the  Hussian  Authorities  from  carrying  that  object  into  eflect, 
far  exceeds  th?  amount  claimed  as  thereby  the  Compiiny  have  l)een  de- 
prived of  the  benefit  of  a  valuable  branch  of  tnido  which  they  would  otherwise 
have  enjoyed  but  of  which  the  iluHsian  Fur  Compiiny  have  had  the  undis- 
turbed possession  and  advantages  ever  since  tliat  period.  With  refer ence 
to  the  accounts  themselves  Mr.  Simpson  says  "it  it<iuite  impossible  tit  this 
"  distance  of  time  and  place  and  without  access  to  the  Books  and  opportu- 
"  nity  of  communicating  personally  with  Mr.  McLoughliti  the  Oentl<Mnan 
"  in  charge  of  the  Compiiny's  affairs  on  the  North  West  Coast,  the  account- 
"  ants  and  other  persons,  that  were  employed  on  the  expedition,  to  go  into 
"  a  close  investigation  of  the  difterent  items  nor  to  give  further  information 
"than  is  contained  in  the  accompanying  aflidavits  of  Mr.  Hniith  the  Secre- 
"  tary  to  the  Company  Capts.  Kipling  and  Duncan  and  Mr.  Joseph 
"  Arnold,  Ship  Broker  of  this  City.'  But  he  further  avers  that  shipping 
officers,  servants,  goods  and  provisions  were  provided  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  extending  the  Compys.  trade  on  the  North  West  Coast  l)y  estab- 
lishing Posts  on  the  Stikine  River ;  the  expenses  connected  with  which 
amounted  he  firmly  believes  tf)  a  sum  I'xceeding  that  charged  in  those 
accts.  and  which  would  not  have  been  incuried  had  such  extension  of  trade 
not  been  contemplated  and  attempted.  But  as  it  might  be  a  diflicult 
matter  to  establish  the.se  facts  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Russian  Govern- 
ment without  the  pioduction  of  detailed  and  formally  authenticated  ac- 
counts and  oral  evidences  of  many  persons  now  lesident  in  various  p.irts  of 
North  America,  and  in  order  to  terminate  this  long  disputed  claim,  and  to 
save  the  time  and  trouble  that  would  be  occupied  by  a  close  investigation 
of  the  accts.  Mr.  Simpson  on  behalf  of  the  Company's  Council  Boards  in 
North  America,  at  which  he  presides  and  on  hehalt  of  the  chief 
Factors,  and  chief  'i'raders  who  have  an  interest  in  the  Concern  and 
whose  services  are  remunerated  by  a  portion  of  the  profits  of  the  busi- 
ness suggests  that  a  compi-onnse  of  tlie  clidm  be  pioposed  thro'  His 
Majesty's  Government  :  but  should  the  Russian  Government  object  to  this 
mode  of  adjustment,  he  recommends  that  Chief  Factor  McLoughiin,  the 
Gentleman  superintending  the  Company's  afl'airs  on  the  North  West  Coast, 
and  the  principal  accountant  at  Fort  Vantrouvcr,  Columbia  T{iver,  from 
whence  the  expedition  was  outfitted  Ije  summoned  to  England  in  order  to 
sui)stantiate  the  whole  account  as  it  stands  altliough  it  would  necessarily 
ba  attended  with  much  expense,  incon^•onienco  and  loss  of  time. 

These  suggestions  having  hct-n  duly  considered  and  approved  I  beg  leave 
to  request  that  Your  Lonlsliiji  will  be  pleased  to  propose  such  an  adjust- 
ment of  tho  claim  to  the  Russian  G(jvernment  and  if  that  Government 
shew  a  disposition  to  entertain  it  in  a  fair  and  equitable  j)rinciple  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  will  consider  what  offer  of  liberal  compromise 
they  can  make  so  as  to  bring  this  long  pending  (juestinn  to  a  close  ;  Imfc 
should  the  Russian  Government  decline  this  mode  of  adjustme^  i,  I  shall 
take  measures  as  suggested  by  Mr.  Simpson,  to  substantiate  tiie  whole 
account  as  it  stands.  Meantime  the  accounts,  which  were  sent  back  to 
me  for  further  explanation  are  herewith  returned,  accompanied  by  affida- 
vits in  support  of  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  My  Lord, 

Your  very  obdt.  humble  servt. 

J.  H.  FELLY,  Govt. 
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Hudson'h  Bay  IIousk, 

London,  10th  Feby.,  1837. 


Tlie  Right,  Honble. 

Lord  (jlenelo,  »fec.,  Ac,  etc. 


"  Before  the  union  of  the  rival  Compiinit's  in  18*1,  the  trade  on  the  North 
WcHt  Coast  of  America  from  the  Mexican  frontier  to  Bcihring  Straits  was 
nearly  or  wliolly  enjoyed  by  American  and  Russian  subjects.  Some  eflbrts 
had  been  made  at  enormous  cost  and  sacrifices  by  the  North  West  Com- 
pany to  compete  with  tlie  Americans  the  liistory  of  wliicli  is  recorded  in  a 
popuhir  wori<  lately  publisli(>d  by  Air.  W'asiiington  Irving  under  the  title  of 
Astoria  ;  but  these  efforts  were  both  costly  and  unsuccessful,  and  the  North 
West  Company  were  on  the  point  of  being  cumpellcul  to  abandon  the  trade. 

Tlie  Russian  Establishments  at  Norfolk  Sound,  and  at  other  places  on 
the  Coast  even  so  far  South  as  the  Coast,  of  California,  and  American 
e.xpeditions,  subse(]uent  to  the  peace,  from  l^oston  Now  York  and  other 
parts  of  the  United  States,  had  obtained  a  monopoly  of  ihe  Coast  trade. 

In  the  face  of  these  disadvantages  the  Hudson's  Buy  Company  telt  it  their 
duty  to  attempt  to  regain  the  trade,  and  to  re-estnbiisli  British  influtiuce  in 
the  countries  adjoining  the  Coant  and  to  the  mouth  of  the  River  Columbia 
within  the  limits  of  the  last  Convention  entered  into  with  the  Court  of 
Russia,  and  tliey  liave  succeeded  after  a  sevi-re  and  expensive  competitioti 
in  establishing  their  settlements  and  obtaining  a  decided  superiority  if 
not  an  exclusive  enjoyment  of  the  trade  the  Americ.ins  having  almost 
withdrawn  from  the  Coast. 

In  the  course  of  the  last  year  they  had  occasim  to  appeal  to  His  .Majesty's 
(Joverimient  for  protection  and  indemnity  for  a  serious  act  of  aggression 
and  violence  on  the  part  of  an  armed  Russian  force  on  the  Coast,  v  hich 
impeded  their  operations  and  occasioned  them  a  loss  to  the  extent 
of  upwards  of  Twenty  Thousand  Pounds.  The  Russian  Government  has 
hitherto  only  consented  to  disavow  the  act  of  its  officer  and  to  give  instruc- 
tions prohibiting  further  obstruction  to  the  expeditions  of  the  Company 
within  the  trading  limits  agreed  upon  in  the  convention  ;  and  the  Company 
now  wait  with  the  firmest  reliance  on  the  further  efforts  of  the  Government 
for  an  indemnity  for  their  great  loss. 

Beyond  the  difficulties  arising  from  an  active  competition  with  the 
Americans,  and  the  violent  and  oppressive  proceedings  on  the  part  of  the 
Russian.s,  the  Company  had  have  to  contend  with  other  serious  obstacles 
both  on  the  Coast  and  in  the  interior  from  a  savage  and  formidable  native 
population  whose  habits  of  intoxication  and  other  vices  encouraged  by  the 
competition  have  been  to  a  great  degree  restrained  by  the  temperate  and 
vigorous  conduct  of  their  traders.  Great  loss  of  property  and  in  some 
cases  loss  of  life  have  been  incurred  by  savage  and  murderous  attacks  on 
their  hunting  parties  and  estay)lishments,  and  order  has  only  been  restored 
and  peace  maintained  by  the  employment  at  ureat  expense  of  considerable 
force  and  by  the  exercise  on  the  part  of  their  servants  of  the  utmost  tem- 
per, patience  and  persevei'ance. 

The  Company  now  occupy  the  Country  between  the  R<icky  Mountains 
and  the  Pacific  by  six  permanent  establishments  on  the  Coast,  sixteen  in 
the  interior  country  besides  several  migratory  and  hunting  parties,  and  they 
maintain  a  marine  of  six  armed  vessels  one  of  them  a  steam  vessel  on  the 
Coast.  Their  principal  establishment  and  depot  for  the  trade  of  the 
Coast  and  Interior  is  situated  ninety  miles  from  the  Pacific  on  the  Northern 
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banks  of  tho  Columbia  Uiver  and  oallwl  Vancouver  in  honour  of  that  cele- 
brated navijjator :  in  tln^  luMLflibourhoud  tlit'v  havo  laru'e  pasturo  and  ^rain 
farms,  aHurdiiif;  most  ahuiitiantly  i^vcry  NpcoieH  of  auricultiinil  prmluccs  and 
maintaining^  lar^o  herds  of  Mtoeit  of  OM-ty  dt'scriptimi :  tht'so  havo  bo«n  gradu- 
ally PHtaliliHluMJ,  and  it  in  tho  intenti  u.  of  the  Company  still  further  not  only 
to  auxmont  and  increase!  them,  to  establish  and  exp<jrt  trade  in  wool  — 
tallow,  hides  an(l  other  agriiniltuial  proiliici'  but  to  eiii'our.i^e  the  settlement 
of  their  retired  servants  and  other  emi;;rar.'s  under  their  protection.  The 
soil,  climate  and  other  circumstances  of  the  Country  are  as  much,  if  not 
more  adapted  to  ngricultural  pursuits,  than  any  other  spot  ir^  America,  and 
with  care  and  protection  the  Ihilish  domirion  may  not  only  bo  preserved  in 
this  country  which  it  has  been  so  mucii  the  wish  of  Hussia  and  Ameriea  to 
occupy  to  the  exclusion  of  British  subjects ;  but  iiritish  interests  and  Bri- 
tish intlucnco  may  bo  n\ainlained  ks  paramout  in  tliis  inlerestin;^  part  of  the 
Coast  of  tho  Pacific.  Croat  ex(Mtions  h.ive  also  been  ni  ide,  and  much  ex- 
pen.se  incurred  by  the  Company  in  exiiloring  and  taidnj^  |)ossession  of  tlie 
interior  country  between  tho  llussian  mariiiino  limits  and  the  Frozen  (.)cean 
altho'  little  has  yet  been  done  in  foiiiiin;;  pcrmaiii'iit  establishments  in  con- 
se(pj(;nceot  theol)structionof  the  lati'expciiition  by  tiie  Uussians.  They  have 
also  at  considerable  cost  aixl  some  incunveiiiencc  not  only  alI'of(Jed  every 
assistance  to  the  (!xpeditions  fitti'd  ^ut  l.>y  th  ■  Covcrnment  for  exploring  the 
Coast  of  the  Polar  sea  but  in  the  last  seas  )n  tho  Council  in  the  Interior  under 
tho  sanction  and  by  the  advice  of  the  I'.oard  over  which  I  preside  to  antici- 
pate the  intention-i  of  Russia  and  the  I 'oiled  States  have  undertalvcm  to  tit  out 
an  expcflition  composed  of  their  own  othcers  and  servants,  at  tlie  sole  expcuise 
of  the  Company  to  complete  the  surveys  h'ft  unfinished  by  Sir  tfohn  Frank- 
lin, Captn.  Beechy  and  Captn.  Jiack.  The  Company  ttitertain  the  most 
sanguine  expectations  that  the  result  of  this  expedition  will  be  the  complete 
survey  of  the  coasts  of  the  Polai'  Sea,  iiot  hitherto  visited  by  Europeaa 
Navigators  and  that  they  will  secure  for  England  the  reputation  of  having 
effected  this  work  and  the  other  advantages  anticip.'ited  from  previous 
expeditions  undertaken  at  such  expen.'-e  and  ri-k  uf  life  to  the  nation." 


I  ha\e  the  li<;nor  lo  be, 
My  Lord,  Your  Lord.ship's  obcnlt.  humble  servt., 
J.  II.  PELLY,  Govr. 
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Copy  of  letter  from   tlie  Earl   of  Diir/innt   to   Count   Xesnelrode,  dated  St, 

Petcrslniryh. 

5/1 7th  February  1837. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  Your  Excellency  an  official  Note, 
with  several  enclosures  on  the  subject  of  the  claim  of  tlie  Hudson's  Bay 
Company — I  beg  Youi'  Excellency's  attention  to  the  statement  of  Captain 
Duncan  by  which  it  appears  that  tlie  Company  had  already  in  the  previous 
year  (183;i)  gone  up  the  Stikine,  had  marked  out  a  ])roper  spot  for  an  estab- 
lishment it  entere  I  into  arrangements  with  tht;  Indians  for  the  further 
prosecution  of  the  Enterprise.  On  this  Occasion  tlu;  Expedition  encoun- 
tered no  opposition  or  hindrance  whatever — in  fact  no  Russian  Establisht- 
then  existt  il  so  that  the  Company  had  no  reason  to  expect  the  slightest  im- 
pediment to  their  sub>e(|uent  proceeilings. 

I  have  the  honou-  to  be,  with  the  highe.st  consideration, — 

Sir, 
Your  Excellency's  most  obedt  hum:  st., 

(signed)     DURHAM. 


•,;!i,i| 
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Count  yesselrode  to  Lord  Durham. 

(Covfidentielle) 

My  Lord, — En  repondant  aujourdhui  a  la  note  officiellri  que  V.  E.  a  bien 
voulu  m'addresser  le  4/16  Fevrier  je  me  i'ais  un  devoir  de  lui  restituer  apres 
ainsi  qu'elle  m'en  a  temoigne  le  desir,  les  Papiers  originaux  que  s'y  trou- 
vaient  joints.  Si  I'exauien  de  ces  pieces  a  pu  exeroei-  quelqu'  influence  sur 
I'opinion  que  le  Gouvr.  Imperial  s'etait  formee  d'abord  relativement  a  I'af- 
faire  dont  il  s'agit,  cette  opinion  a  du  se  modifier  plutot  au  prejudice  qu'en 
faveur  de  la  reclamation  que  poursuit  la  Conipagnie  de  la  Bale  de  Hudson. 
II  ne  reviendra  point  sur  les  argumens  que  j'ai  developpes  a  cet'  egard  dans 
ma  note  officielle  de  ce  jour  si  ce  n'est  pas  pour  vous  exprimer  ici,  My 
Lord  le  juste  espoir  (jue  votre  Gouvr,  voudra  les  prendre  en  consideration 
et  les  juger  avec  t?quite.  Mais  il  est  un  fait  que  je  ne  saurais  passer  sous 
silence  et  dont  j'ai  prefere  vous  entretenir  My  Lord,  dans  cette  lettre  confi- 
dentielle. 

Plus  d'une  fois  deja  les  ^utorites  de  nos  etablisseniens  sur  la  C6te  Nord 
Ouest  avaient  porte  plainte  aupres  du  Gouvr.  Imperial  de  ce  que  les  etran- 
gers  qui  viennent  traffiquer  dans  ces  parages  fournissent  des  armes  et  des 
munitions  aux  indigenes  en  contravention  aux  stipulations  expresses  qui 
interdisent  ce  genre  de  commerce.  Tant  que  ces  plaintes  ii'etaient  appuyees 
d'aucune  donnee  qui  const  atat  un  fait  special  le  cabinet  de  I'Empereur  a  du 
s'ab.^tenir  d'en  faire  I'objet  d'une  demaiche  formelle  aupres  du  Gouvr. 
Brit'que.  Qaelques  reellea,  quekjues  graves  que  fussent  d'ailleurs  pour  la 
surete  de  nus  etablisisemens  les  consequences  d'un  trafic  cjui  fournit  aux 
indigenes  jes  mo;,-"  s  d'exercer  contre  eux  de  veritables  actes  d'hostilite. 
Aujourd'luii  to.  a»fois  il  resulte  des  pieces  que  V.  E.  a  bien  voulu  me  com- 
rauniquer  que  les  plaintes  de  nos  autorites  ne  sont  pas  dcnueesde  fondemeut 
puisque  le  tSieur  Alexandre  Duncan  convient  sans  detour  que,  lors  de  la 
premiere  visite  qu'il  a  faite  en  1833  avec  le  Sieur  Ogden  sur  les  bords  du 
Stikine,  ils  ont  ecliangtj  avec  les  Indigenes  entre  autres  marchandises  de  la 
poudre  a  canon  contre  lies  peaux  de  loutre.  La  franchise  avec  laquelle  ce 
fait  est  racoiite  dans  la  deposition  du  Sieur  Duncan,  ne  prouve-t-elle  pas  que 
la  vente  de  la  poudre  a  canon  n'est  point  consideree  dans  ces  contrees  comme 
une  chose  illicite  et,  n'est-il  pas  permis  d'en  deduire  la  preuve  de  ce  que  les 
Autorites  llusses  ont  avance  plus  d'une  fois,  savoir  que  ce  commerce  >se 
poursuit  sur  une  echelle  intiniment  prejudiciable  a  la  tranquillite  de  nos 
etablisseniens. 

Je  crois  devoir  signalei"  a  V.  E.  un  etat  de  chores  qui  est  si  evidemment 
conti'aire  a  la  lettre  comme  a  I'esprit  de  la  Convention  du  16/28  F«5vrier 
1825  et  la  prier  de  vouloir  bien  appeler  I'attention  de  son  Gouvt.  sur  la 
necessite  de  reprimer  efficacement  les  abus  qui  ne  justifient  point  sans  doute 
mais  qui  expliquent  le  refus  de  nos  autorites  de  laisser  le  Sieur  Ogden  re- 
tourner  dans  ces  contrees  ou  une  ann^e  auparavant  lui  et  ses  compagnons 
avaient  fait  les  operations  que  le  Traite  interdit  expressument. 

Recevez,  Arc,  itc. 

(signe)         NESSELRODE. 

St.  Petershuri;,  ce  10/22  Mars  1837. 
S.  E.  Le  Comte  de  Durham. 
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20th  December,  1837, 

Memo,    left  with    Lord  Melbourne    and  tlie   Right    Uonhle.    Charles    P. 

Thompson, 

The  Russian  Fur  Corapiiny's  principal  establishment  on  the  North  Wes' 
Coast  is  named  "  New  Archangel  "  formerly  "  Sitka  "  and  situated  in  Nor- 
folk 'SounJ  in  North  Latitude  57°  West  Longitude  135"  20'  it  is  maintained 
as  a  regular  MiHtary  establishment  garrisoned  by  about  300  otBcers  and 
men  with  good  natural  defences,  mounting  sixteen  short  18  and  twelve  long 
nine  pounders,  and  is  the  headquarters  of  the  Governor,  Capt.  KaupryanofF 
of  the  Russian  Army.  The  Russians  have  other  Establishments  on  the 
Coast  and  Islands  to  the  Northward  of  New  Archangel  and  one  "  Fort 
Ross "  in  the  Ray  of  Rodega  or  Romanzoff  on  the  Coast  of  California, 
situated  near  the  entrance  of  the  Bay  of  San  Francisco  in  Lat :  37°  25'  in 
all  ten  Establishments  on  the  North  West  Coast  of  America.  They  have 
moreover  twelve  vessels  from  100  up  to  400  tons  burden,  armed  with  ten 
guns  each  of  different  calibre.  All  the  officers  and  most  of  the  people 
employed  in  their  sea  and  land  service  belong  to  the  Russian  Army  and 
Navy,  receive  pay  from  the  Russian  Coverntnent  and  tlieir  services  while 
attached  to  the  Russian  Fur  Company  entitle  them  to  the  advantages  of 
promotion,  pension,  kc,  in  iike  manner  as  if  employed  on  active  service  in 
the  Army  and  Navy.  They  have,  moreover,  attached  to  tlieir  Establish- 
ments a  number  of  Indians  of  the  Kodiak  Tribe  who  are  usually  employed 
in  hunting  and  fishing,  but  are  under  no  fixed  engagement  and  are  looked 
upon  and  considered  as  slaves  ;  their  annual  returns  in  Furs  are  in  value 
from  £80,000  to  £100,000. 

The  Post  of  Bodega  was  established  many  years  ago  by  permission  of  the 
Governor  of  California  to  Count  Uoniiinzofl'  (whose  daughter  he  afterwards 
married)  with  the  avo^ved  object  of  forming  a  large  Agricultural  and 
Past()ral  Establishment  for  the  maintenance  of  their  Posts  to  the  North- 
ward where  the  soil  and  climate  are  unfavourable  to  cultivation.  But  it  is 
evident  they  have  other  objects  in  view  in  maintaining  that  Post  as  they 
pay  little  or  no  attention  to  Agriculture  there,  but  depend  principally  on 
the  Spanish  Missions  of  Sau  Francisco  and  Montery  for  their  supplier. 
The  Russians  hunt  the  sea  Otter  in  the  Bay  of  San  Francisco  and  on  other 
parts  of  the  Coast  of  California  and  have  always  three  or  four  of  their 
arm'd  vessels  stationed  there."  They  at  one  time  attempted  to  form  a 
garrison  at  the  Sandwicli  Islands,  in  opposition  to  the  wish  nf  the  Nativ'es, 
who  assembled  in  large  bodies  and  compelled  them  to  abandon  it  and  from 
the  surveys  they  have  made  of  the  Bay  of  San  Francisco  and  other  circum- 
stances it  is  supposed  the}'  have  it  in  view  to  take  possession  of  that 
Harbour. 

There  is  no  safe  Harbour  at  Bodega  which  is  an  open  roadsted  with  no 
other  protection  seaward  than  a  Bar  formed  by  a  ]{iver  falling  in  at  that 
point  on  which  1  understand  there  is  not  more  than  15  to  18  feet  water 
when  the  tide  is  out.  A  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Slacut  i  belonging  to 
the  United  States  Navy  visited  Fort  Vancouver,  Colun.oia  River  last 
winter  in  a  vessel  he  chartered  at  the  Sandwich  I^^lands  and  proceeded 
from  the  Columbia  to  Bodega,  San  Francisco  and  Montery,  returning 
thro'  Mexico  to  the  United  States  and  arrived  at  Washington  in  August 
last.  While  at.  Fort  Vancouver  he  said  the  object  of  his  visit  was  merely 
a  pleasure  excursion,  but  as  he  did  not  direct  his  attention  either  to  com- 
mercial or  scientific  pursuits  and  as  his  enquiries  were  confined  principally 
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to  the  strength  of  our  own  and  tlie  Russian  establlshmeMts  on  the  North 
West  Coast  and  to  the  nature  of  the  Russian  claims  to  tlie  possession  of 
Bodega  and  the  right  of  fishing  and  trading  on  the  Coasts  of  California 
likewise  from  remarks  that  fell  from  him  at  unguarded  moments  v  hile  at 
Vancouver  it  appeared  to  our  people  there  that  he  was  employed  on  a 
secret  mission  of  inspection  on  that  coast  by  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment. The  principal  Estahlishuient  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  on  the 
North  West  Coast  is  Fort  Vancouver  situated  on  the  North  bank  of  the 
Columbia  River  aV)out  70  miles  from  the  Ocean  in  Lat ;  ^H-A  Long;  122" 
30',  tliey  have  likewise  a  post  on  the  South  Side  at  the  mouth  of  the  River 
named  Fort  George  (formerly  Astoria) :  they  have,  mureovcr,  the  Post  of 
N.isfjually,  Puget's  Sound  in  Lat:  47'  the  Post  of  Fort  Langley  at  the 
Outlet  of  Fraser's  River  in  Lat :  49"  25',  the  Post  of  the  Fort  McLoughlin 
in  J\Iill  l'>ank  Sound  in  Lat :  52",  the  Post  of  Fort  Sinifison  on  Dundas 
Island  in  Lat :  54-i  and  were  fortibly  prevented  by  the  liussians  in  1834 
from  establishing  a  Post  on  the  Stikine  River  in  Lat  :  56A  West  Long  : 
131.10:  and  Inland  on  Wrst  side  the  ^lountains  thev  have  15 
establishments,  viz.  :  Fra.«er's  Lake  :  McLeod's  Lake 
Alexandria  ;  Chilcotines  ;  Eabine ;  and  Bears  Lake,  in 
The  post  of  Thompson's  River,  50'  10',  falling  into 
th(!  posts  of  Nez  Perces,  Okanagan  and  Colville  on 
the  Flat  Head  and  Kootanie  Posts  between  the  North  and  South 
branches  of  the  Columbia  River  near  the  Mountains  ;  the  Post  of  Fi<rt  Hall 
on  the  Southern  branch  of  the  Columbia  and  the  L^niqua  Post  on  tb«  river 
of  the  same  name  in  Lat :  43°  30' :  Long  ;  124  South  of  the  Columbia.  The 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  have  moreover  two  niigratoiy  tiading  and  trapping 
Expeditions  of  about  50  men  each,  the  one  hunting  in  the  country  situated 
between  the  Columbia  and  the  Bay  of  San  Francisco  towards  the  Coast  and 
the  other  hunting  the  Int'.'rior  Country  between  the  Columbia  and  thi' 
Head  Waters  of  tlie  Rivers  falling  into  the  Bay  of  San  Francisco.  They 
likewise  have  a  steam  vessel  and  Hve  sailing  vessels  of  from  100  to  300  tons 
burden  all  armed. 

Hudson's  Bay  House, 
20th  Dec,  1837. 


Fort  George ; 
New  Caledonia. 
Fraser's  Uiver ; 
the    Columbia  : 
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Jouriiiil 
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"22,  Hudson's  Bay  House, 

London,  9th  March,  1838. 
The  Right  Honble. 

Viscount  Palmkhston, 
itc,  (fee,  ifec. 

Mv  Loud,  — I  have  the  honour  on  bcshalf  of  ..lie  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
to  solicit  your  Lordship's  attention  to  the  accompanying  extract  from  the 
Morning  Chronicle  of  the  3rd  Instant  :  which  states  that  on  the  7tli  ulto. 
"A  Bill  was  passed  to  committee  at  Washington  authorizing  the  Piesident 
"of  the  United  States  to  occupy  with  a  military  force  and  build  a  suitable 
"  Fort  in  all  that  portion  of  the  Territory  lying  on  the  Pacitic  Ocean  North 
"of  Lat.  43  and  west  of  the  iiocky  Mountains.,  and  to  which  the  name  was 
"to  be  given  of  '  ierritory  of  Oregon.'  The  Fort  is  to  bi;  erected  on  the 
"  region  of  th(^  tide  water  of  the  River  Oregon  and  5U,000  Dollars  were 
"  voted  to  conmience  the  said  work."  The  country  referred  to  in  this 
extract,  is  that  situated  between  the  Rocky  Mountains  and  the  Pacific 
Ocean,  watered  by  the  Columbia  and  other  streams  tk  the  point  wh**re  it  is 
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proposed  to  erect  the  Fort  is  T  am  informed  at  the  Outlet  of  the  Oregon 
called  aliio  the  Wilharnet  River  falling  in  from  the  Southward  a  few  miles 
below  tin-  Hudwon's  B  ly  Company's  Establishment  (if  Fort  Vancouver.  By 
the  3rd  Article  of  Convention  of  the  iiOth  Oi;tulnT  1818  it  w;is  a;j;r«:'ed  that 
the  country  above  alluded  to  was  to  Ije  (jpen  to  the  subjects  of  both  Nations 
for  a  period  of  10  years  without  prejudice  to  the  claims  of  either  of  the 
liigl'  contr.icting  parlies  :  and  by  the  ^nd  Article  of  the  Convention  of  Gth 
Augt.  18'27  it  was  agreed  that  it  should  be  competent  for  either  party  at 
any  tiiiu;  after  the  20th  October  182S  to  annul  or  abrogate  the  Convention 
on  giving  twelve  months'  notice. 

In  enleitaining  tliis  Bdl  the  United  S:ates  Covernment,  seems  to  have 
altugetht.'r  lost  sight  of  the  claims  of  Great  Britidn  to  that  valuable  district 
of  Country,  as  I  am  not  aware  that  they  have  l)een  discussed,  or  that  the 
question  of  sovei'eignty  has  been  as  yet  determined  :  the  Act  of  Congress 
in  question,  therefore  to  s;iy  the  least  of  it  appears  to  be  piemature.  Tliose 
claims  w(>re  fully  set  f(jrth  in  a  letter  I  had  the  iionour  of  addressing  Mr. 
Canrdng  on  the  Dtli  Deer.  18l!5  :  in  Governor  ^Simpson's  answers  to  a  series 
of  qucrivs  by  Mr.  Addinglon  under  date  31st  Deceud)er  of  the  same  year : 
and  in  my  letter  to  Mr.  Jiuskisson  and  answers  to  queries  by  that  (Gentle- 
man under  date  'lbi\\  July  1."  2G. 

By  reference  to  those  papers,  Your  Lordship  cannot  fail  to  observe 
that  the  claims  of  Great  Britain  to  that  Country  are  unanswerable,  being 
f(junded  on  the  first  discovery  of  the  Coast  Ity  C<iplain  Cook  in  1778  :  By 
the  fact  that  a  liritish  ship  the  Imperial  Eagle,  ('aptain  Barclay  explored 
and  traded  on  the  coast  between  Nootka  and  Queenhithe  within  30  tu  40 
miles  of  the  Columbia  River  in  1787  wlien  a  boat  belonging  to  the  Imperial 
Eagle  was  sent  up  the  lliver,  the  crew  of  which  consisting  of  Mr.  ilillar 
one  of  the  Ollicers  another  young  Gentleman  and  4  seamen  were  killed  by 
the  natives  :  likewise  by  the  fact  that  on  the  oih  July  1788.  Capt.  Meares 
a  British  Naval  Otlicer  engaged  in  the  Fur  Trade  traded  with  tlie  natives 
of  Cape  Shoal  Water  in  ab(>o;t  Lat  :  40.  47  and  on  the  Gth  named  the  head- 
land on  the  North  side  of  -he  outlet  of  the  Columbia  River  "Capo  Dis- 
appointment "  calling  the  mouth  of  the  Columb.a  River  "  Deceptive  Bay" 
making  it  by  an  indiHerent  observation  in  Lat :  46°  10',  East  Longitude 
235'  ;)4',  ;ind  by  the  fact  that  in  1792  Lieutenant  afterwards  Coinmodore 
Broughton  entered  the  Columbia  and  asceniled  it  beyond  Bellvue  Point  the 
site  of  the  Hudson's  Wnj  Company's  present  Establishment  of  Fort  Van- 
couver taking  possession  of  the  country  on  behalf  of  lli.s  Britannic  Majesty: 
whereas  the  only  claims  which  the  Uidted  States  (Tovei'nment  can  set  up 
to  tlu!  country  are  founded  on  Captain  Grays  having  entered  the  River 
1792  ha\ing  been  unai)!e  to  etl'ect  an  entrance  when  he  attempted  it  in 
1791  and  then  he  only  penetrated  to  Gray's  Bay,  not  more  than  ten  to 
fi' teen  miles  from  Ciipe  Disappointt.  whereas  Lieut.  Broughton  penetrated 
eighty  t<j  ninety  milci,  ami  on  the  discovery  of  Lewis  it  Clarke  in  the  year 
1805.  Yet  in  the  face  of  Lieutt.  liroiighton's  Discovery  &  the  fact  of  his 
having  taken  formal  po^sessi^)n  of  th(>  country  on  behalf  of  Great  Britain  in 
tiie  year  1792,  thirteen  years  previous  to  its  being  CKjilored  by  Lewis  and 
Clarke,  the  United  .States  (Government  pass  a  Bill  in  Cfingress  authorizing 
the  occupation  of  the  Country  by  a  Military  Establishment. 

Her  Majesty's  Government  must  be  .so  much  alive  to  the  honor  of  tlie 
nation,  and  the  interests  of  her  subjects,  that  little  remains  for  me  now  to  say 
on  this  sumniiiry  proceeding  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  ( Jovernment, 
beyond  reminding  your  lordship  that  the  country  in  question  is  exceedingly 
valuable  presenting  a  line  tield  for  Colonization  and  trade  from  the  fertility 
of  its  soil  and  the  salubrity  of  its  clii.'iate  :  the  possession  of  winch  to  Great 
Britain  might  become  a  matter  of  great  national  importance  and  that  as 
regards  the  interests  of  the  Hudsons  Bay  Company,  who  have  a  number  of 
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Trading  Establishments  throughout  that  District  of  Country,  the  cession  or 
the  permitting  the  military  occupation  thereof,  by  a  rival  power  would  be 
attended  with  most  serious  injury. 

Should  your  Lordship  require  any  further  information  in  regard  to  the 
country  its  resources  or  capabilities  I  shall  be  ready  to  furnish  it  as  Mr. 
Simpson  the  Governor  of  the  Company's  Territories  and  Mr.  Finlayson 
who  are  now  in  England  have  travelled  through  it  repeatedly  and  can 
speak  on  those  points. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

My  Lord,  (fee,  (fee,  (fee, 

(Signed.)     J.  H.  PELLY,  Govt. 


§ 


Hudson's  Kay 
Co.,  Journal 
1434a,  Jan\e8 
Douglaii  to 
Geo.  Simpson, 
18th  March, 
1838,  Fort, 
Vancouver. 


1.. 2 

3 , The   Coast    was   likewise   full  of  opposition   a 

course  from  which  we  have  this  year  entirely  escaped,  so  that  our  opera- 
tions were  unfettered,  and  the  trade  flciwed  in  one  unbroken  stream  into 
our  hands.  Repeated  visits  from  the  inhabitants  of  Kyarney,  Tomgass, 
Port  Stewart,  Stikine  and  other  Russian  Possessions  contributed  greatly  to 
swell  the  amount  of  Returns.  The  Port  Stewart  and  Tomgass  Indians,  would 
probably  have  brought  a  greater  number  of  skins,  had  they  retaained  at 
peace  with  each  other,  but  a  fierce  war,  which  raged  between  them,  kept 
both  in  a  state  of  constant  alarm  and  diverted  their  attention  from  soberer 
and  more  profitable  pursuits,  to  the  indispensable  duty  of  guarding  against 

the  secret  attacks  of  their  vindictive  enemies .... 

4 5 6 7 a 9   iO 11 

12 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  Dear  Sir, 

Your  very  obt.  st., 

JAMES  DOUGLAS. 


Journal  1434a  James  Doitylas  to  the   Governor,   Deputy  Governor  and  Committee  Hon. 


Fort  Vancou- 
ver, Oct.  18th, 
1838. 


l:.M. 


Hudson's  Bay  Compy. 


1 2 3 

6 7 8 

11 12 

enjoyed  for  the  past  and  present 
friends  are   withdrawing  entirely 


4 5 

9 10 

The  re.spite  from  opposition  we  have 
year  induces  a  hope  that  our  American 
from   the  business,  a  result  which,  the 


vigorous  measures  of  the  Russian  Company,  have,  undesignedly  on  their 
part,  aided  our  own  efforts,  in  advancing.  Their  exclusive  measures  by 
virtually  closing  the  Ports  within  their  Territory  against  the  vessels  of  other 
nations,  severely  injured  the  Americans,  who  were  thereby,  thrown  entirely 
upon  our  contracted  and  well  guarded  line  of  Coast,  to  be  exposed  to  a 
regular  system  of  watching  and  harassing,  that  defeated  every  chance  of 
-success  ;  while  the  intercourse  of  Fort  Simpson  with  the  Russian  Indians 
was  never  altogether  interrupted.  They,  last  year  furnished,  1560  Beaver 
&  Otter  skins,  the  better  moity  of  Port  Simpson  returns  and  I  believe  an 
equal  number  has  been  obtained  from  them  'his  year.  The  real  effect  of 
the  Russian  blockade  upon  o>:r  affairs  seems  to  have  diminished  the  chances 
of  opposition,  without  having  greatly  lessened  the  profits  we  formerly 
derived  from  their  territory.  A  rumour  is  current  among  the  Natives,  that 
the  Russian  Settlement  at  Stikine,  is  to  be  abandoned,  but  1  fear  It  cannot 
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be  relied  on.  Our  neighbours  may  have  held  out  the  menace,  merely  with 
the  view  of  deterring  the  Stikiue  men,  through  the  fear  of  its  realization, 
from  carrying  their  furs  into  the  British  Territory. 


13 


,27. 


I  remain,  honorable  Sirs, 

Your  vr  ry  obdt.  servant, 

JAMES  DOUGLAS. 


Hudson's  Bay 
Co.,  Journal 
No.  14.W, 
Fort  Simpson. 


In  a  30  page  report  to  James  Douglas  Esij  by  John  Work  dated  20th 
Oct  1838  (no  place)  is  found  the  following : — 

Dear  Sir — For  the  information  of  the  Governor  and  Council  and  your- 
self I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  observations  relative  to  the  business 
of  the  Coast 

1 

2 

3   

4.  Both  last  year  and  this  a  Russian  vessel,  as  usual,  frequented  Tonga-^s 
and  Kygamey  watching  their  lines  that  they  might  not  be  encroached  upon. 
I  have  no  means  of  ascertaining  whether  they  got  many  furs  at  those  places, 
but  judging  from  the  quantity  which  we  received  from  the  Tongass  and 
Kygamey  people  1  dnnt  think  it  likely  they  did. 

5 

6 

7 These  are  still  very  high  prices  but,  so  long  as  we 

are  open  to  opposition,  it  is  doubtful  whether  it  would  be  prudent  to  reduce 
it  much  lower,  particularly  at  Fort  Simpson,  where  from  the  vicinity  of  the 
Russians  in  our  prices  we  must  be  guided  by  circumstances. 

8 9 10    

11 12    13...    

14 

15.  I  dont  think  the  trade  on  the  Coast  is  likely  to  increase  to  any  extent 
so  long  as  we  are  excluded  from  the  Northward  as  at  present 

16.  There  are  no  means  of  extending  the  trade  on  the  Coast  to  advant- 
age further  than  I  have  already  suggested,  so  long  as  our  affairs  pending 
with  the  Russians  are  unsettled,  were  these  affairs  arranged  so  that  we 
would  have  access  to  the  northward,  and  it  be  determined  upon  to  form 
establishments  in  that  quarter,  I  would  beg  leave  to  repeat  what  I  have 
formerly  suggested  tliat  besides  Stikine  which  had  been  already  selected, 
the  most  eligible  situation  for  an  Establishment  would  be  as  near  the  Rus- 
sian northern  line  of  demarcation  near  Mount  St.  Elias  as  a  suitable  water 
communication  passing  through  the  Russian  strip  ot  territory  on  the  Coast 
could  be  found.  By  having  an  Establishment  in  that  quarter  it  would  be 
frequented  by  the  Natives  from  the  Russian  side  of  the  line  as  well  as  those 

on  our  side  of  it 

The  number  of  furs  we  get  out  of  the  Russian  territory  or  rather  that  reach 
us  through  it,  is  considerable  but  a  considerable  number  are  brought  by  the 
Kygamey  Indians  (who  have  only  fre(iuented  Fort  Simpson  the  last  two 
years)  from  a  place  called  Taqua  between  Stikine  and  Sitka.  What  we  re- 
ceive from  the  Stikine  men  from  Stikine  River  are  falling  off  greatly.  I 
only  wonder  that  so  many  of  them  find  their  way  past  the  Russian  Establish- 
ment our  length.  All  this  time  while  we  are  excluded  from  that  country 
it  is  being  exhausted  and  every  year  becoming  of  less  value. 

17.  On  the  7th  of  August  tlie  Stikine  Chief  Siex  and  a  party  of  his  people 
arrived  at  Fort  Simpson  and  had  notes  written  iu  pencil  from  Mr.   Robt. 
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Campbell  dated  Felly's  River  July  22  stating  he  was  c  i  discovery.  The 
Indians  informed  us  that  it  was  on  the  tStikine  lliver  where  they  met  Mr. 
Campbell  and  party  consisting  of  five  men  ;  that  they  (the  Indians)  slept 
ten  nights  ascoiiding  the  river  in  their  canoes  to  that  place  ;  but  that  they 
slept  only  one  nigiit  in  descending  it  to  the  Russian  Establishment  at  its 
entrance,  sd  tliiit  the  distance  cannot  be  great.  Should  it  be  found  practi- 
cable to  torm  Establi.sliments  in  that  quarter  trora  the  Interior,  will  not  the 
great  distance,  diflieulty  and  expense  of  transporting  goods  render  them  un- 
able to  compete  wii,li  the  Indian  Trader.s  from  the  Coast?  Mr.  Campbell's 
report  will  tiiruw  lij^ht  on  the  subject.  Were  our  aflairs  with  the  Russians 
.settled  s(j  that  it  would  be  found  more  advaiitageous  to  establish  from  the 
Coast,  it  will  be  indespensably  necessary  to  have  it  examined  and  eligible 
sites  sele.  ted  befi-rehiind.  The  Indians  represent  a  river  larger  than  Stikine, 
that  fails  into  Admiralty  or  Behring's  Bay  wliere  the  natives  liave  plenty 
of  furs.  Were  it  found  navigable  for  the  Steamer  or  a  sailing  to  beyond  the 
Ru.ssiari  line  it  would  likely  be  found  a  veiy  eligible  situation  for  an  Estab- 
lishment, if  the  part  of  the  Coast  from  Cross  Sound  would  not  be  dangerou.s 
for  the  Steamer  to  navigate. 

IS 

19 Were  the  afTairs  with  the  Russians  .settled  so 

that  the  Steamer  could  be  employed  to  the  Northward  it  might  be  of  advant- 
age to  remove  Fort  Mcloughlin  to  Queen  Charlotte's  Sound. 

20 

I  am,  Dear  Sir, 

Yours  truly, 

JOHN  WORK. 


Vol.  1434b.  Fort  Vancouvek,  21  Oct.,  1838. 

To  the  Governor,  Deputy  Governor  and  Committee  Hon :  Hudson's  Bay  Co. 


His  Excellency  Kau pry anoff  informed  Mr.  ."McLeod,  that  he  had  received 
orders  from  his  Oovernment  to  open  the  navigation  of  the  Stikine  River, 
to  British  Vessels  and  that  we  were  consequently  at  liberty  to  pursue  our 
plans  of  settlement  in  that  quarter,  but  owing  to  the  natural  difficulties  of 
the  River  he  was  assured  we  would  not  succeed,  as  it  ceases  to  be  navigable 
for  any  vessels  larger  than  common  Boats,  at  an  inconsiderable  distance 
above  its  discharge  into  the  sea.  We  of  course  cannot  implicitly  rely  on 
such  statements  from  doubtful  authority  ;  but  they  acquire  some  claim  to 
credit,  from  the  striking  coincidence,  they  evince  in  many  points,  respecting 
the  general  character  of  the  River  with  reports  received  from  the  Natives, 
His  Excelhmcy  exhibited  some  displeasure  when  told  of  the  successful 
achievements  of  our  land  arctic  Expedition,  having  both  a  stout  vessel  and 
a  land  force  of  forty  men,  at  present,  specially  engaged  in  that  attempt; 
and  he  thinks  not  without  reason,  that  the  Company  have  robbed  him  of 
his  anticipated  triumph  over  British  enterprise. 

The  "  Nereide "  has  also  just  arrived  with  the  Fort  Langley  returns. 
The  Affairs  of  that  place  are  not  improved  since  last  year,  Vjut  Mr.  Yalu 
reports  that  the  activity  formerly  displayed  by  the  Pedlars  from  the  Coast 
has  of  late  considei'ably  abated  and  he  hopes  that  the  preventive  measures 
alluded  to  in  reporting  on  the  business  of  Fort  Simpson  will  altogether 
arrest  their  interference.  The  Salmon  fishery  has  been  productive  and  the 
Crops  fair. 
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The  "  Nereide  "  will  be  sent  to  the  Sandwich  Islands,  as  soon  as  we  have 
a  cargo  of  Boards  ready  for  shipment,  which  will,  I  hope  be  in  the  course 
of  next  month.  As  several  of  the  seamen  who  served  under  the  late  Cap- 
tain Home,  are  now  proceeding  to  England  p  the  "Columbia"  I  forward 
see  No.  32.  a  statement  of  occurrences  on  Board  the  Steamer  Beaver  May 
6th,  1836  which  forms  a  useful  exposition  to  William  Burriss'  letter  and 
will  enable  you  to  decide  upon  the  justice  of  any  future  complaint  prefer- 
red on  the  same  grounds.  There  are  also  forwarded  2  Charts  of  the 
Columbia  Bar  and  a  drawing  of  the  land,  which  may  be  useful  to  officers 
unacquainted  with  the  River. 

Having  already  greatly  trespassed  on  your  time  and  completed  the  review 
of  every  branch  of  the  busines-t  I  have  now  only  to  hope  that  the  "Columbia" 
will  reach  England  with  her  valuable  cargo  in  safety. 

I  remain, 

Honourable  Sirs, 

Your  very  Obt.  Servant, 

JAMES  DOUGLAS, 

C.F.H.B.  Coy. 


H'^^'l 


Journal  1490, 
Nov.  27,  1838. 


Geo.  Simpson  to  Baron  Wrangell. 


A.  That  for  a  term  of  twenty  years  the  Russ.  American  Company  should 
evacuate  or  abandon  all  their  Forts  or  trading  stations  on  the  coast  ik 
islands  to  the  Southward  of  Mount  St.  Elias  and  cede  the  same  and  the 
trade  thereof  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  the  Russ  American  Company 
having  no  dealings  either  directly  or  indirectly  with  the  Natives  and  con- 
fining themselves  to  the  country  situated  to  the  westward  of  the  longitudi- 
nal line  of  demarkation  prescribed  by  the  treaty  of  1825  from  Cape  k 
Mount  St.  Elias  in  a  north  direction  until  it  strikes  the  coast  at  demarca- 
tion point  as  laid  down  in  the  accompanying  sketch.  The  Russ  i^  merican 
Company  not  to  send  their  vessels  for  trade  or  any  other  purpose  to  the 
coast  or  islands,  and  the  Russian  Government  to  guarantee  the  protection 
of  the  coast  &  Islands  from  trade  or  encroachments  by  other  subjects  of 
Russia,  subjects  of  the  United  States  and  all  other  foreigners  or  strangers 
whatsoever  ;  in  short  that  the  Russian  (lovernment  should  protect  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  in  the  undi.sturbed  possession  of  the  trade  in  like 
manner  as  the  Russ  American  Company  are  now  protected. 

B.  That  in  consideration  of  such  cession  the  Hudson's  Bay  CoDii)any 
should  pay  to  the  Russian  American  Company  an  annual  rent  of  i^  1000 
stg. 

C.  That  3000  land  Otter  skins  be  furnished  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany to  the  Russ  American  compy.  as  strited  under  No.  2.  The  Russ 
American  compy.  may  be  furnished  by  the  Hudson's  iJay  Company  w  ith 
any  additional  land  Otter  skins  or  Beaver  they  may  require  on  reasonable 
terms  that  may  be  agreed  on. 

D.  That  Goods,  Grain  ifec.  be  furnished  by  the  H.  B.  company  to  the 
Russ  American  Company  as  stated  under  No.  1. 

E.  That  a  compromise  or  accomodation  of  the  Stikine  affair  be  (iHected 
by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  paying  no  rent  for  the  first  three  years  they 
shall  be  in  possession  of  the  country  and  trade  to  be  coded. 

N.B. — Unless  this  condition  be  complied  with  all  negotiations  in  regard 
to  the  renting  of  the  Russian  Territory  to  be  broken  off. 
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With  reference  to  the  foregoing  proposition  marked  A.  I  shall  make  one 
or  two  observatioas. —  I  do  not  by  any  means  consider  the  trade  of  the 
coa»t  and  islands  proposed  to  be  ceded  to  be  worth  £1000  p.  annum  as  I 
know  that  nearly  idl  the  skLns  the  Rums  American  Company  collect  there, 
are  drawn  from  Britiuh  Territory,  and  that  a  little  activity  on  our  part 
would  only  be  necessary  to  obtain  possession  of  a  very  large  proportion  of 
the  skins  hunted  in  that  quarter  by  establishing  posts  from  seaward  in  the 
British  Territory  situated  10  marine  leagues  inland  from  the  coast  whith 
we  have  both  the  right  and  the  means  of  doing  ;  and  perhaps  you  are  not 
aware  of  the  fact  that  that  Interior  Country  is  likewise  accessible  to  us 
from  the  East  side  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and  that  at  this  moment  we 
are  in  the  act  of  establishing;  posts  in  that  country  by  descending  from  the 
sources  instead  of  ascending  from  the  outlets  of  the  Stikine  and  other 
rivers  falling  into  the  Northern  Pacific.  I  merely  mention  this  to  show 
that  under  any  circumstances  your  tenure  of  the  trade  of  that  country  is 
very  uncertain  and  promises  to  be  but  short  lived.  More  over  the  abandon- 
ment of  Sitka  or  Norfolk  Hound  I  consider  to  be  no  sacrifice  to  the  Russ 
American  Compy.  as  I  have  reason  to  believe  it  was  contemplated  before 
we  made  our  appearance  at  Stikine  in  183t  and  that  it  w.is  our  proximity 
alone  that  induced  you  to  remain  there  of  late  years. 

With  regard  to  the  Stikine  aflfair  I. shall  only  siy  that  we  are  quite  pre- 
pared to  answer  in  a  satisfactory  manner  any  complaints  that  may  be  made 
by  the  Russ  American  Company  against  the  Hud.son's  fJay  Company  and 
to  substantiate  the  claims  we  made  on  the  Russ  American  Company.  The 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  however  are  unwilling  to  press  their  claim  to  the 
uttermost  and  if  the  Russ  American  Company  can  get  clear  of  this  painful 
and  irritating  subject  on  the  ter'ms  I  have  suggested  I  am  quite  sur'e  you 
will  agree  with  me  in  opinion  that  they  will  have  made  a  most  .advantageous 
bargain  as  between  the  years  1834  &  1839,  the  undisturbed  possession  of 
the  trade  of  the  country  from  which  we  have  been  forcibly  excluded  by 
them  has  more  than  repaid  them  twice  over  for  the  cession  in  the  shape  of 
damages  or  indemnity  they  are  now  called  upon  to  make  to  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company.  On  looking  at  the  subject  in  every  point  of  viesv  I  am 
certain  that  the  arrangement  now  sugg<^sted  would  l)e  the  most  beneficial 
to  the  Russ  American  Company,  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  that  could  be 
entered  into  ;  inasmuch  as  it  would  enable  both  parties  to  adopt  measures 
of  economy  that  would  of  themselves  amount  to  important  gains  or  profits, 
besides  removing  all  sources  of  rivalship  and  jealousy  &  competition  in 
trade,  and  instead  thereof  establishing  a  lasting  feeling  of  good  will  and 
friendship  that  would  not  only  be  exceedingly  agreeable  to  both  concerns 
but  greatly  to  their  advant.age.  If  you  think  favourably  of  either  of  the 
foregoing  propositions  and  that  you  conceive  there  is  a  probability  of  their 
being  entertained  it  is  desirable  that  they  should  be  brought  under  the  con- 
sideration of  your  Board  as  early  as  possible,  in  order  that  the  agreemnnt 
may  be  concluded  previous  to  my  departure  for  the  Interior  of  North 
America,  via  the  United  States  and  Canada  in  the  month  of  February  from  | 
whence  I  do  not  expect  to  return  before  the  montli  of  November,  and  as 
much  loss  of  time  would  arise  from  bringing  the  subject  to  issue  Ijy  corn's- 
pondence  I  beg  to  suggest  that  you  should  .orthwith  come  to  London  duly 
authorized  to  settle  the  details  and  conclude  the  ari'angement  or  if  that  be 
impracticable  (although  it  would  l)o  exceedingly  inconvenient  for  nie  to 
leave  England)  that  you  &  I  should  meet  in  the  eai-ly  part  of  January  a\  \ 
Berlin,  or  some  other  given  point  about  equidistant  from  London  and  St. 
Petersburg  duly  authorized  by  our  respective  boards  to  close  the  barijain, 
If  the  arrangement  be  not  concluded  before  my  departure  for  Hudson's  I 
Bay  I  am  apprehensive  the  negotiation  must  fall   to  the  ground,  as  after  f 
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wards it  could  not  be  done  without  diaturbing  sevtral  important  arrange- 
ments which  I  shall  have  to  determine  during  my  visit  to  America  con- 
sequent on  the  decision  of  your  Board. 

With  much  esteem, 

I  have  the  honour, 
&c.,  iScc,  kc. 

(Signed)    GEO.  SIMPSON. 

P.S. — We  are  at  a  loss  how  to  forward  the  skins  so  as  to  ensure  their 
safety  but  shall  endeavour  to  forward  them  either  by  the  mail  conveyance 
on  the  30th  instant,  or  by  the  foreign  office  courier  for  St.  Petersburg* 


*0n  the  4th  prox.  they  will  be  made  up  in  a  parcel. 

addressed  to  the  Principal  Minister  of  Finance,  St.  Petersburg."  You  need 
not  defer  replying  to  this  letter  until  the  skins  get  to  hand  as  that  part  of 
the  arrangement  can  easily  be  adjusted  afterwards. — G.  S. 


"  Cliiirtm  " 
Book,  pp.  384. 


AGREEMENT 

between  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  and  the  Russian  American  Company 
respecting  certain  commercial  arrangements  hereinafter  noticed 

signed  at  Hamburg,  sixth  day  of  February,  1839. 

The  Governor  Deputy  Governor  and  committee  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  of  London,  and  the  directors  of  the  Russian  American  Company 
at  St.  Petersburg  being  desirous  of  drawing  still  closer  the  ties  of  good 
understanding  and  friendship  which  unite  them,  by  means  of  an  Mgreement 
which  may  settle  upon  the  basis  of  reciprocal  convenience  and  advantage, 
different  points  connected  with  the  commerce  of  the  said  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  and  the  Russian  American  Company  have  named  agents  to  con- 
clude an  A<;reement  for  this  purpose  ;  that  is  to  say  :  The  Hudson's  Bay 
Cun»piny  of  London  have  appointed  Mr.  (xeorge  Simpson,  Governor  of  their 
Territories  of  Ruperts  Land  to  act  in  their  behalf,  and  the  Russian  Ameri- 
can Company  have  appointed  His  Excellency  Baron  Wrangell,  Rear  Admi- 
ral in  the  Service  of  Hia  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Russia  to  act  in  their 
behalf,  who  after  having  communicated  to  each  other  their  respective  fidl 
powers  found  in  good  and  due  form  have  agreed  upon  and  signed  the  fol- 
lowing Articles. — 

Arfic/e  1. — It  is  agreed  that  the  Russian  American  Company  having  the 
sanction  of  the  Russian  Government  to  that  effect  shall  cede  or  lease  to  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  for  a  term  of  Ten  years  commencing  from  the  1st  of 
Juno  One  Thousand  eight  Hundred  and  forty,  for  commercial  purposes,  the 
Coast,  exclusive  of  the  Islands,  and  the  Interior  country  belonging  to  His 
Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  situated  between  ('ape  Spencer  forming 
the  North  West  Headland  of  the  entrance  of  Cross  Sound  and  Latitude 
54°  40'  or  thereabouts,  say  the  whole  mainland  coast  and  Interior  country 
belonging  to  Russia  together  with  the  free  navigation  and  trade  of  the 
Waters  of  that  Coast,  and  Interior  Country  situated  to  the  Southward  and 
Eastward  of  a  supposed  line  to  be  drawn  from  the  said  Ciipe  Spencer  to 
Mount  Fair  Weather  with  the  sole  and  entire  trade  or  commerce  thereof. 
And  that  the  Russian  American  Company  shall  abandon  all  and  every 
station  and  trading  establishment  they  now  occupy  on  that  Coast  and  in 
the  Interior  Country  already  described,  and  shall  not  form  any  station  or 
trading  Establishment  during  the  said  term  of  ten  years  nor  send  their 
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officers,  servants,  vessels,  or  Craft  of  any  description  for  the  purpose  of 
trade  into  any  of  the  Bays,  Inlets,  Estuaries,  rivers  or  lakes  in  that  line  of 
Coast  and  in  that  Interior  country.  And  shall  not  have  any  communica 
tion  for  the  purposes  of  trade  with  any  of  tlie  tribes  of  Indians  occupying 
or  inhabiting  that  Coast  or  Interior  Country.  And  shall  not  receive  in 
trade,  barter  or  otherwise  any  of  the  Furs  Peltries  or  produce  whatsoever 
of  the  Mainland  Coast  or  Interior  Country  already  described.  And  .shall 
in  good  faith,  and  in  spirit  and  to  the  letter  relinquisli  in  favor  of  and  cede 
and  assign  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  the  entire  trade  and  commerce 
of  the  said  Coast  and  Country  and  by  e\ery  means  in  their  power  protect 
the  Hudson's  Hay  Company,  from  all  interference  encroachment  or  compe- 
tition in  trade  on  the  part  of  other  Russian  subjects,  strangers  and  foreign- 
ers whatsoever,  during  the  said  term  of  ten  years,  as  efl'ectually  as  if  tiie 
said  Coast  and  Interior  Country  had  not  been  ceded  and  luvd  been  virtually 
occupied  by  themselves.  And  that  the  Russian  American  Company  shall 
permit  and  afford  facilities  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  to  lake  and  retain 
possession  of  the  Russian  Establishment  of  Point  Higlifield  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Stikine  River  and  to  occupy  by  the  formation  of  other  stations 
Establishments  or  otherwise  for  the  purposes  of  tiade  such  other  parts  of 
the  said  Coast  and  Interior  Country  as  they  may  consider  it  desiral)le  so  to 
occupy.  And  in  the  event  of  this  agreement  not  being  renewed  after  the 
expiration  of  the  said  term  of  Ten  years  it  is  agreed  that  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Coinpany,  shall  relincjuish  in  favour  of  the  Russian  American  Company  t.lie 
said  Establishment  situated  at  Point  Highlield,  and  any  other  stations  or 
Posts  they  may  in  the  meantime  form  on  the  Russian  Territory  already 
described.  And  in  consideration  of  such  cession  i>nd  protection  and  of  the 
commercial  and  other  advantages  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  may  derive 
from  such  cession  and  protection  it  is  agreed  that  the  Hud.son's  Bay  Com- 
pany shall  pay  or  deliver  to  the  Russian  American  Com[) my  an  annnal 
rent  of  Two  Thousand  seasoned  Land  Otter  Skins  (excluding  cub  and 
damaged  skins)  taken  o!'  hunted  on  the  West  side  of  the  Rocky  Mountains 
during  the  sai^I  .,eim  i-f  T-n  Years  ;  the  first  payment  of  said  rent  to  he  by 
the  deliv  -ry  of  the  said  Two  Thousand  Otter  Skins  on  or  before  the  1st  of 
June  Eighteen  Hundreu  itnd  forty  one  to  the  Agents  of  the  Russian  Ameri- 
can Company  on  the  North  Wt  s^.  '^^oast. 

Article  Jnd. — It  is  r'aither  agreed  that  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  shall 
not  tradt.  witli  the  Indians  nor  receive  in  trade  or  barter  nor  hunt  any  Furs 
or  Peltries  on  ;.  y  other  part  of  the  Russian  Territory  on  the  North  West 
Coast  or  Islando  thui  ^lat  ceded  to  them  under  the  provisions  of  the  fore- 
going Article  : — 

Ar'icle  Srd. — T-  is  further  agreed  that  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  do 
sell  t'-  ilie  Russian  American  Company  all  the  seasoned  land  Otter  skins 
they  may  collect  on  ;,he  West  side  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  not  exceeding 
two  Thousand  skin."<  o..n'  and  .';''>ove  the  two  thousand  skins  agreed  to  be 
paid  as  rept  under  the  provisions  or  the  first  arti-le  for  the  said  term  of  ten 
years  at  the  price  I  f  tv,  entv  thro.'  shillings  sterling  per  skin  deliverable 
annii.iliy  to  their  Agent  on  the  North  ^^'est  Coast,  ;ind  that  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company  do  further  sell  to  the  Russian  American  Company  Three 
Thousand  seasoned  Land  Otter  t.kins  taken  or  hunted  on  the  east  side  of 
the  Rooky  Mountains  for  the  said  term  of  Ten  years  at  the  price  of  thirty 
two  shillings  sterling  per  skin  deliverable  annually  in  like  manner  to  the 
Agent  of  the  Russian  American  Company  on  the  North  West  Coast :  the 
first  deli\eiy  of  skins  under  this  article  likewise  to  be  on  or  before  the  Hrst 
of  June  Eighteen  Hundre  I  and  forty  one,  and  the  following  delivery  of 
skins  to  be  on  or  before  the  first  of  June  in  every  year. 

Artich  Mh. — It  is  further  agreed  that   the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  shall 
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with  wheat  t«  tlio  fsxtent  of  two  thousand  Fenas;os  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  six  pounds  pr-.  fena^o  in  eij,dite(in  hunched  and  forty  and  to  tho 
extent  of  four  tliousand  fenagos  pr.  annum  aft»>rwards  at  the  price  of  ten 
shilhnjjs  and  nine  pence  sterling  pr,  fenago  and  the  wliolc  or  as  much  of 
the  undermentioned  articles  as  convenient  in  Kighteen  Hundred  and  forty, 
and  tho  full  ((uantities  annually  for  a  term  of  nine  years  afterwards  at  the 
prices  alHxed  to  these  ai   icles  respectively  viz  : — 

1()0    wt.  wheat  flour ...  at  18  /  5  p,  cwt, 

130  jwt.  Peas at  13  /         do 

130  cwt.  Grits  and  hulled  Pot  15arley  if 

it  can  he  annually  provided    at  13  /  do 

300  cwt.  salted  Beef at  20  /         do 

160  cwt.  salted   Butter at  06  /         do 

30  cwt.  Pork  Hams    at  6  d.  p.  lb. 

Provided  nevertheless  that  if  through  any  unforeseen  vjiuse  it  may  not  he 
ptjssible  for  the  Hudson's  liiy  Compiny  to  fulfil  this  part  of  the  ajjreenient 
then  and  in  that  case  it  is  agreed  tiiat  the  Russian  American  Company 
shall  send  one  of  their  vessels  to  the  Southern  Coast  for  the  purpose  of 
receiving  the  like  supplies  thro'  tho  Agency  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  ; 
any  extra  char:j;e  that  m.ay  be  incurred  thro'  such  contingency  to  be  defi'ayed 
by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

Article  5'h. — It  beintr  desirable  for  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  to 
increase  their  shipping  or  tonii;iL;e  from  England  to  the  North  West  Coast 
as  a  means  (jf  facilitating  the  ti'anspiil  nf  the  wheat  and  other  supplies 
they  have  under  the  forei^oing  article  of  this  agreement  iintlertakcn  to 
deliver  to  the  Russian  American  Company  :  It  is  further  igreed  that 
whenever  the  Russian  American  Company  may  have  ocrasion  to  forward  to 
their  settlcmerits  on  the  North  West  Coast,  British  Manufactured  goods 
and  other  supplies  of  the  like  descriptiim  as  they  have  been  usually  in  the 
ha!)it  of  receiving  from  England  and  the  United  States  of  America  tliey  will 
forward  the  same  on  freight  by  lh(i  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  annual  Ships 
from  England  at  a  freight  of  Thirteen  Pounds  Sterling  pr.  ton  the  freight 
to  be  computed  either  by  weight  or  measuri  inent  according  to  custom.  It 
being  provided  nevertheless  that  when  the  Russian  American  Company 
may  have  occasion  to  send  any  of  their  own  ships  from  St.  Petersburg  to 
the  North  West  Coast,  they  will  in  such  case  forwai'd  their  supplies  by 
their  own  ships  in>tead  of  the  Hudson's  I'^ay  Company's  Ships. 

Artlde  Hth. — It  is  further-  agreed  that  the  purchase  money  for  Otter 
Skins  under  the  3rd  article  (the  purchase  money  of  wheat  and  other  Agri- 
cultural produce  under  the  fourth  article  :)  the  freight  for  goods  under  the 
fifth  article  of  this  agreement  and  the  purchase  money  for  any  other 
articles  that  may  be  supplied  to  the  Russian  American  Compy.  by  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Compan)'  from  time  to  time  shall  Ijo  paiil  from  time  to  time 
on  the  dehvery  respectively  of  the  .said  skins,  wheat  and  other  Agricultural 
produce,  goods  or  freight  and  oIIiot-  articles  to  the  Agent  of  the  Russian 
American  Company  at  Fort  Simpson,  Sitka  or  any  othei'  |M)int  more  con- 
venient to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  on  the  North  West  Coast  North  of 
the  Latitude  of  Fort  Simpson,  by  Bills  of  Exchange  in  triplicate,  to  be 
drawn  by  the  said  Agent  of  the  Russian  American  Company  on  tlie  Direc- 
tors of  tlie  Russian  American  Company  at  St.  Petersl)urg  in  tavor  of  the 
Governor,  Deputy  Governor  and  Committee  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
or  order  at  sixty  days  after  sight  which  the  said  Directors  of  tlie  Russian 
American  Company  shall  duly  honor  by  acceptance  and  payment. 

Article  7th. — It  is  further  agreed  that  should  a  Declaration  of  War  or 
Hostilities  unfortunately  break  out  between  Great   Britain  and   Russia 
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hereafter  during,'  the  existence  of  tliiH  agreement  then  and  in  that  case  such 
national  hoHtilities  shall  not  become  a  pretext  for  tin-  non  payment  on  the 
part  of  tiie  HuHsian  American  Company  of  the  drafts  of  their  Agent  on 
the  North  West  Coast  of  America  in  fnvourof  the  Iltidsou's  Bav  Company, 
hut  that  all  j)ecutiiary  matters  of  account  between  I  lie  contracting  parties 
shall  be  liquidated  and  discharged  honourably  and  in  good  faitii  as  if  tiieir 
respective  nations  were  in  the  most  perfect  amity. 

Article  Sth. — It  is  further  agreed  that  should  a  Dei-laration  of  War  or 
Hostilities  unfoitunately  break  out  bet\ve«>n  (treat  Kritaiu  and  lUissia  here- 
after during  the  existence  of  this  Agreement  the  Hussi.in  American  Com 
pany  shall  guarantee  and  hold  harmless  the  Hudson's  Hay  Company  from 
all  loss  and  rlamage  arising  from  such  hostiliticfs  in  so  far  as  to  enable  the 
Hudson's  Hay  (^oinpany  to  evacuate  aiul  aban<ion  their  Posst'ssions  or 
Trading  stations  within  the  Hussi m  T»M-ritory  ([uietly  and  peaceably  and 
to  remove  their  goods,  furs  and  other  property  within  three  months  after 
recciiving  information  of  such  h(jstility  or  Declaration  of  AVar. 

Articlf  !)/h.  —  Ft  is  further  agreed  by  the  Hudson's  May  Company  in  con- 
si(i(iration  of  the  arrangements  entenid  into  under  the  Provisions  of  this 
Agreement,  that  they  shall  reliii(|uish  their  claim  now  pending  on  the 
liussian  (Jovernment,  the  Russian  American  Company  or  wlioever  else  it 
may  concern  for  injury  and  damage  said  to  be  sustained  by  the  Hudson's 
Hay  Comi)any  arising  from  the  obstruction  present*!  1  Ijy  the  Uussian 
Authorities  on  th(!  North  West  Coast  of  America  to  an  expedition  belong- 
ing to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  al  the  (sntrance  of  the  Kivor  Stikine,  on 
the  North  West  Coast  of  America  in  the  \ear  Eighteen  Flundred  and 
thirty-four  outfitted  and  e(iui{)ped  by  the  said  Hudson's  JJay  Company  for 
the  purpose  of  forming  a  Commercial  Station  in  the  Interior  British  Terri- 
tory on  the  banks  of  the  said  Stikine  River. 

In  Witness  whereof  we  the  respective  Agents,  sign,  seal  and  execute  this 
Agreement  at  Haml)urg  this  sixth  day  of  February  in  the  Year  of  our 
Lord,  Eighteen  Hundred  and  'J"hirty-Nine. 

(L.S.)  .Signed  GEO.  SIMPSON, 

(L.S.)       n  BARON  FERDINAND  WRANGELL. 

Attested  by  Thomas  Malis  the  Russian  V^ice  Constd  at  Hamburg. 

2r)th  January, 
6th  February, 


1839 


Hambuhg,  6th  February,  183S). 


George  Simpson,  Esq. 


SiK, — With  reference  to  the  agreement  we  have  this  day  entered  into 
between  the  Russian  and  American  and  the  Hudson's  Bay  Companies  I  do 
hereby  agree  that  during  the  term  of  ten  years  from  the  1st  of  June  1840, 
the  Russian  American  Company  shall  not  encourage  the  visits  to  the  North 
West  Coast  of  strangers  or  foreigners  by  purchasing  from  them  different 
goods  except  such  as  nay  be  required  in  cases  of  great  emergency  or  to 
realize  payment  for  operations  of  the  doi'kyard  of  the  Russif.n  American 
Company  on  the  North  West  Coast,  or  if  it  is  found  necessary  to  buy  a 
whole  ship  or  vessel  for  the  service  of  the  Russian  American  Company. 
But  if  it  is  distinctly  understood  that  in  the  event  of  any  strange  vessel 
happening  to  visit  thro'  severe  weather  or  for  the  purposes  of  illicit  trade, 
the  Russian  Territory  on  the  North  West  Coast,  and  that  the  Russian 
American  Company  have  not  the  power  or  right  of  compelling  the  departure 
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of  such  vessel  such  contingency  Ih  not  to  be  made  n  pretext  by  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company  for  withholding  the  rent  agr(!«d  to  he  paid  to  the  Kusaisn 
American  Company  for  the  lea&e  of  tiie  Coast. 

I  Itave  iIm  honour  to  be, 

*  (Vc       ivO      viC 

(Signed)     BARON  WRANUELL. 


Hamdurs,  6th  Febry,  1839. 

Baron  Wkanokll, 

SiH, —  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledgo  your  letter  of  this  date  in  refer- 
ence to  the  Agreement  we  have  concluded  between  the  Hudscjn's  Bay  Com- 
pany and  the  Russian  American  Company  under  date  Gth  Febry.  1839  and 
in  reply  1  have  to  say  that  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  assurance  you 
have  given  that  the  Russian  American  Company  will  not  during  the  exist- 
ence of  that  Agreement  encourage  the  visits  of  strangers  or  foreigners 
whatsoever  to  the  North  West  Coast  for  the  purpose  of  trade  and  further 
that  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  will  not  withhold  or  evade  payment  of  the 
rent  agieed  to  be  paid  to  the  Russian  American  Company  under  the  cir- 
cumstances or  possible  contingencies  referred  to  in  that  letter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

&ic      itc.     itc. 

signed  GEO.  SIMPSON. 


For  copy  of  Agreement  entered  into  between  the  Russian  American 
Compar.y  &  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  on  the  13th  &  17th  May  1842  in 
reference  to  the  mode  of  carrying  on  the  Trade  on  the  West  Coast  see  page 
424. 
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Hudson's  Bay  House 

London,  15th  Febry.,  1839. 
To  the  Right  Honble. 

Viscount  Palmerston. 

My  Lord, — With  reference  to  a  letter  addressed  to  me  by  Mr,  Back- 
house under  date  17th  nlto.  on  the  subject  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's 
claim  upon  the  Russian  Government,  arusing  from  the  obstruction  presented 
by  the  Russian  authorities  on  the  North  West  Coast  of  America  to  an 
expedition  titted  out  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  Trading  Establishment 
within  the  British  Territory  on  the  River  Stikine  in  the  year  1834  wherein 
Your  Lordship  expressed  a  desire  that  Mr.  Simpson  should  settle  the  mat- 
ter with  Baron  Wrangell  if  he  could  do  so  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  British 
Company,  1  have  now  the  honor  to  acquaint  Your  Lordship  that  in  accord- 
ance with  that  permission  and  desire  Mr.  Simpson  proceeded  to  Hamburg 
where  he  met  Baron  Wrangell  and  from  whence  he airived  yesterday  after 
having  adjusted  in  a  manner  perfectly  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company  that  irritating  and  long  pending  question. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be. 
My  Lord, 
Your  most  obedient 

humble  servant, 
J.  H.  PELLY,  Oow. 
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Journal  1431,    1 

Jainex  9 

Douglas  to        '1 .  ,  „ 

Geo.  Simpson,  3 The   respi'-.e   enjoyed,  for  the  last   two  years,  troni 

I'^oit  Vancou-  American  opposition  greatly  aided  our  views  of  retrenchment,  but  they  can- 
March  1839.  ""^  ^®  fully  carried  out  into  practice,  neither  can  we  safely  calculate  on  any 
further  reduction  of  expenses,  even  in  the  absence  of  other  competitors,  as 
long  as  the  Post  of  Stikine  is  occupied  by  a  Russian  Force,  as  the  Tariff 
of  that  place  must  nece'isariiy  form  the  standard  of  the  Company's  prices 
at  Fort  Sinip=on,  or  a  large  moitie  of  the  furs  procured  there,  will  find  a 
market  in  the  Russian  territory  from  whence  they  are  now  drawn. 

4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain. 

Dear  Sir,  Your  very  obedient  & 
humble  servant 

JAMES  DOUGLAS. 


jGunial  722, 
pp.  328. 
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To  the  Ri^ht  Honble. 

Viscount  Palmerston 
&c  &c  (to 


Hudson's  Bay  House, 

London,  L'6th  Febrj',  1840. 


My  Lord,  — I  have  the  honor  on  behalf  of  the  Hudson's  Iky  Company 
and  of  the  Pugets  Sound  Agricultural  Company  to  solicit  you/  Lordship's 
attention  to  the  accompanying  extract  from  the  St.  Jonn's  Courier  of  the 
4th  January  1840,  containing  a  .series  of  Resolutions  propo.sed  to  if  not 
actually  passed  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  Government  at  Wash- 
ingtrn  on  Wednesday  the  17tli  December  last. 

Cne  of  those  Resolutions  Your  Lordship  will  observe  is  "that  it  is  the 
opinion  of  the  Senate  that  the  title  of  the  United  States  to  the  territory'  of 
v^regon  is  indisputable  and  never  will  be  abandoned "  That  on  that 
opinion  they  found  a  request  that  the  President  of  tlie  United  States,  give 
notice  to  the  British  Government  that  the  conventions  of  1818  and  18l'7 
shall  cease  in  twelve  nioi  ths  after  such  notification.  They  then  proceed  to 
resolve  on  the  expediency  of  extending  portions  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  over  the  Oregon  Territory  of  raising  an  additional  regiment  of  infan- 
try for  the  purpose  of  overawing  and  keeping  in  check  various  Indian  tribes 
or  any  foreign  forces  who  may  be  in  said  Territory  or  its  borders  and  <tf 
granting  portions  of  640  acres  of  land  to  each  white  male  inhabitant 
(citizens  of  the  United  States  no  doubt)  of  said  Territory  of  the  age  of  18 
years  who  shall  cultivate  and  use  the  same  foi'  five  consecutive  years,  and 
to  his  heirs  at  law  in  the  event  of  his  death. 

These  proceedings  without  any  apparent  reference  to  the  claims  of  Great 
Britain  to  the  country  in  cjuestion  apj)ear  to  say  the  least  of  them  strange, 
summary  and  premature;  The  country  in  question  termed  by  the  United 
States  Gove)'nment  the  Oregon  Territory,  we  l)elieve  to  be  that  valuable  and 
extensive  district  watered  by  the  Columbia  River  and  its  tributaries  which 
has  been  occupied  by  British  subjects  in  the  pursuits  of  trade  and  agricul- 
ture for  many  years  :  that  occupation  being  founded  on  tiie  faith  of  the 
claims  of  Great  Britain  to  its  sovereignty  on  its  discovery  by  expeditions 
fitted  out  specially  for  that  object  by  the  nation  and  by  enterprising  British 
subjects  at  a  heavy  outlay  of  capital  in  commercial  pursuits. 
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In  several  communications  I  have  luid  the  honour  of  makiYij;  from  time  to 
time  to  the  Department  over  which  Your  Lordsliip  presides  especially  in  aiy 
letter  to  Mr.  Canning  of  the  Oth  December  1823  in  Governor  Simpson's 
answers  to  a  series  of  (juerie.s  made  by  Mr.  Addington  under  date  -Slst 
December  of  the  same  year  in  my  letter  to  Mr.  Huskisson  and  answers  to 
queries  by  that  Gentleman  under  dato  2.ijth  July  1826  and  in  my  letter  to 
Your  Lordship  of  9th  March  1838  I  have  enumerated  the  claims  of  Great 
Britain  to  the  sovereignty  of  tliiit  country. 

The  Hudson's  Bay  Company  iiave  greatly  extended  their  trade  and  settle- 
ments on  the  Columbia  River  and  its  tributaries  likewise  on  the  North-west 
Coast  and  the  Interior  Country  employing  upwards  of  1,000  British  subjects 
in  their  service  and  under  their  auspices  has  been  lately  formed  an  Agricul- 
tural Settlement  upon  an  extensive  scale  styled  the  Pugets  Sound  Agricul- 
tural Company  with  a  capital  of  £"_*00,Gi''  in  a  di.strict  of  country  admirably 
adapted  for  that  purpose  situateil  Ijetweeii  the  North  Bank  of  the  Columbia 
River  and  Pugets  Sound  with  a  view  of  I'orming  a  large  export  trade,  from 
thence  to  England  in  the  articles  of  wool,  hides  anrl  tallow,  and  to  the 
Sandwich  Islands  other  parts  on  the  Pacific  and  to  the  Russian  Settlements 
in  grain  and  other  agricultural  produce. 

Should  the  United  States  (Jovernment  be  permitted  to  carry  the  measures 
proposed  in  those  resolutions  into  effect,  they  will  prove  ruinous  to  the 
interests  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  in  that  quarter,  likewise  to  those 
of  Pugets  Sound  Agricultural  Company  and  deprive  (rreat  J3ritain  of  the 
only  position  on  the  shores  of  the  Pacitio  iliat  can  be  valuable  to  the  coun- 
try either  for  colonization  or  commercial  pursuits  while  the  only  safe  and 
commodious  harbours  on  that  Coast  will  be  in  possession  of  jealous  rival 
powers,  giving  to  them  the  command  of  the  Northern  Pacific  and  in  a  certain 
degree  that  of  the  China  Seas,  objects  of  the  greatest  commercial  and  politi- 
cal importance  to  Great  Britain. 

Under  those  circumstances  I  heg  respectfully  to  draw  your  Lordship's 
attention  to  the  important  subject  in  (juestion  and  to  entreat  you  will  be 
plea.sed  to  watch  over  the  interests  of  tlie  Hudson's  Bay  Company  and  of 
the  Pugets  Sound  Agricultural  Company  in  any  negotiations  that  may  be 
in  progress  connected  with  the  proceedings  alluded  to. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 
My  Lord, 
Y'^our  Lordships  most  obedt.  humble  servt,, 

J.  H.  PELLY,  GOVR. 


Hudson's  Bay  Housk, 

•22nd  April,  1840. 
The  Rt  Honble. 

Lord  John  Russell, 
(fee     itc     kc 

My  Lord,— With  reference  to  two  letters  under  dates  17th  April  1838 
and  3rd  May  1839,  which  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  to  Lort  Glenelg 
and  the  Martjuis  of  Normandy  as  Secretary  of  Stale  ior  the  Colonia' 
Department  reporting  the  discoveries  of  an  expedition  fitted  out  by  the 
Hud.soid's  Bay  Company  for  the  discovery  of  the  North  West  Passage  undei 
the  command  of  Messrs.  Dease  and  Simpson,  I  have  now  the  honor  of 
handing  Your  Lordship  copy  of  a  Despatch  bearing  date  16  30  October, 
1839  by  which  Your  Lordship  will  observe  that  the  exertions  of  those 
Gentlcimen  have  been  crowned  with  success. 
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The  operations  of  the  expedition  were  coromencefi  in  the  year  1836. 
In  the  Sommer  of  1837  they  traced  the  Coast  fitmi  the  mouth  of  McKen- 
zie'a  River  to  Point  Barrow  (Mr.  Simpson  having  with,>»re.it  toil  performed 
part  of  the  journey  on  foot  where  the  navigation  was  obstructed  by  ice) 
thereby  connecting  tlie  survey  and  discoveries  of  Sir  John  Franklin  from  the 
Eastward  witli  those  of  Capt.  Beechy  from  the  Westward.  In  183^  they 
descended  the  Copper  Mine  River  but  their  bo  its  were  obstructed  by  ice 
to  the  Westward  of  Point  Turnagain  the  extreinti  point  of  8ir  John  Frank- 
lin's discoveries  to  tlie  Westward.  Mr.  Simpson  however  prmeeded  on  foot 
for  five  days  at  considerable  ri-^k  at  that  late  season  and  traced  the  coast 
for  some  distance  to  the  Eistward  of  Point  Turnagain  and  from  thence 
returned  to  their  winter  quarters  on  the  shores  uf  Great  Bear  Lake.  With 
the  breaking  up  of  the  ice  in  1839,  tho-e  gentlemen  resumed  their  harassing 
labours,  and  as  Your  Lordship  will  observe  by  the  narrative  now  inclosed 
they  accomplished  the  survey  to  the  mouth  of  Great  Fish  'Uver  whereby 
they  connected  the  surveys  and  discoveries  of  8ir  John  Franklin  from  the 
Westward  with  those  of  Sir  (Jeorge  Back  from  the  Eastward.  They  also 
extended  the  survey  of  the  Coast  for  about  two  degrees  of  longitude  to 
the  Ka-^tward  of  Cape  Hay  of  Sir  (Jeorge  Back  until  they  saw  open  water 
extending  in  the  direction  of  the  Straits  of  the  F^ury  and  Hecla. 

Tite  discovery  of  a  North  West  Passage  has  been  considered  an  object  of 
much  interest  for  nearly  three  centuries  and  of  sufficient  inportance  to 
induce  Great  Biitain  and  Russia  to  fit  out  several  expeditions  at  a  heavy 
cost  towards  its  accomplishment.  Tiie  British  Govei-imierjt  n!(.reover  by 
the  18th  Geo:  2  Cap  17  oU'ered  a  reward  of  twenty  thousand  pounds  for 
the  discovery  :  this  offer  of  reward  was  cntinued  by  58  Geo  :  3rd  Cap.  20 
but  repealed  by  the  'Jth  Geo  :  4th  Cap  :  66.  Notwithstanding  this  repeal 
however  several  of  the  oliicers  who  commanded  expeditions  subsequently 
fitted  out  by  Government  at  nmch  cost  to  the  Nation,  have  been  rewarded 
for  their  partial  success  :  I  trust  therefore  that  Your  Lordship  will  con- 
sider the  services  and  exertions  of  Messrs.  Dease  and  Simpson  of  suQicient 
interest  and  importance  to  entitle  them  likewise  to  some  reward  at  the 
hands  of  Her  Majesty's  Ministers  more  especially  so  as  the  whole  expense 
connected  wih  their  expedition  has  been  defrayed  by  the  Hudson's  Bay- 
Company.  Tlie  operations  of  the  expedition  are  to  be  continued  nexn/  year 
under  the  command  of  Mr.  Simpson  and  as  it  is  not  proViable  that  we  can 
have  any  conmiunication  with  tliat  Gentleman  foi-  two  or  perhaps  three 
yeers  hence  after  tlie  departure  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  ships 
about  the  latter  end  of  next  month,  I  beg  leave  to  solicit  Your  Lordship's 
early  consderation  of  this  suljject  and  with  mucii  respect 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 
My  Lord 
Your  Lordship's  most 

obedt.  hnmle.  servt. 

J.  H.  PELLY',  Govr. 
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1539,  [Copy.] 


On  hoard  tue  "  Beaver  " 
Stkam  Vessel 
1st  October,  1840. 


To  John  McLouanLiN,  Esq., 

Cliief  Factor, 

&c.,  (fee. 
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Dear  Sir, — Havin<;  cnnimuiucatefl  in  my  foriiu-r  letters  su^h  information 
as  I  conceived  worthy  of  your  attention,  respecting  tlie  state  of  bi'siness  at 
Forts  Nisqually  and  Lp-^.^ley,  I  will  now  further  inform  you  that  we  left 
the  hitter  post  with  the  Steam  V'essel,  early  on  th(^  oth  .^lay,  and  arrived 
successively  on  the  11th  ;ind  1-lth  following  at  Forls  McLoughlin  and 
Simpson. 

The  trade  and  resources  of  these  posts  being  well  known  to  you,  a  special 
notice  of  them  in  this  place  woidd  appear  superfluous,  I  v/iil  therefore  pa.ss 
o\er  the  subject  without  remark  and  take  tlie  liberty  of  calling  your 
attention  to  another  part  of  the  coast,  namely  (.^uei'ii  Charlotte's  Sound, 
with  Johnstone's  Straits,  and  Vancouver's  Island,  the  trade  of  which  is 
now  left  to  the  "  Beaver"  where  useful  changes  may  be  inadi',  in  the  not 
improbable  event  t*  that  vessel  being  disabled  or  unavoidably  called  off 
from  the  present  ran^'e  of  duties  by  the  increase  and  pressure  of  businciss  to 
the  Northward.  In  t  'ther  of  thosa  cases  I  woukl  pi-.)pose  that  a,  pcinanent 
establishment  be  fornii  d  in  a  central  position  conveninnt  for  the  resort  of 
the  Natives  being  a  bi  tter  and  less  expensive  metliod  of  carrying  on  the 
trade,  than  by  leaving  it,  as  we  now  do,  to  the  Ship})ing. 

The  object  lu-re  pr' ^josed,  can  be  eli'ected  at  an  inconsiderable  increase  in 
our  present  outlay,  wnile  the  excess  will  be  largely  repaid,  by  thi^  ultimate 
reduction  in  the  expense  of  management  ;  A  steady  market  will  moreover 
stimulate  the  industry  of  our  n^gular  customers  in  that  quarter  and  furtiier 
serve  as  a  pf)int  of  attraction  to  other  mont  distant  trib(^s,  inhabiting  the 
continental  Canals  and  the  West  Coast  of  Vancouver's  Isl.md,  with  whom 
our  intercourse  has  been  hitherto  limited  to  <:asual  meetings  of  very  rare 
occurrence.  And  shoi.ld  our  \iews  hereafter  extend  beyond  the  mere 
tralHc  of  peltries,  we  will  have  it  in  our  power  to  cultivate  the  iisheries  of 
these  shores  which,  judging  from  the  af)unilance  of  ex(;ellent  Salmon  1  saw 
there,  will  yield  a  large  produce,  and  may  become  a  valuable  auxiliary 
business.  But  adniitiing  even  that,  advantages,  such  as  are  here  de.scribed 
would  not  result  from  this  measure,  it  will  become  a  matter  of  necessity,  to 
provide  in  one  sh.ape  or  other  for  the  security  of  this  valuable  .section  of  the 
coast  trade,  in  either  of  the  cases  T  have  a!)()ve  supposed  and  assuredly  the 
most  certain  and  least  expensive  means  of  attaining  the  object,  is  by  the 
plan  here  submitted  of  maintaining  a  permanent  establishment.  The  place, 
which  i  consider,  in  all  respects  most  suitable  for  this  purpose  is  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Neweete,  near  the  north  end  of  Vancouver's  Island,  where 
there  are  several  good  harbo'ns  accessible  to  shipping  at  every  season,  and 
which  is  almost  direclly  in  the  centre  of  the  Native  populatioti  being  about 
e(jui-distant  from  the  most  Soutlnu'ly  tribes  of  Johnstone's  Straits  and 
those  living  in  the  Vicinity  of  Fort  McLoughlin,  a  Post  that,  if  opposition 
could  be  kept  away  might  then  perhaps  be  dispensed  with  altogether  ;  on 
this  point,  however,  experience  will  be  the  safest  guide  :  but  at  all  ev<>nt3 
while  in  possession  of  this  additional  post  at  Neweete,  Fort  Simpson,  at  the 
opposite  extreme  of  the  British  Territory,  with  Fort  Mcrx)ughlin  in  the 
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centre,  the  trade  of  the  Coast  will  without  any  extraneous  aid  whatever,  be 
as  completely  protected  aj^ainst  every  probable  contingency  as  circumstances 
will  over  permit. 

To  return  to  tlie  narrative  of  our  journey,  we  left  Fort  Simpson  on  the 
19th  May  and  arrived  in  two  days  at  Stikine.  The  officer  in  charge  for 
the  Russian  Company  having  no  orders  to  surrender  the  Post  into  our 
hands,  I  pushed  on  to  Sitka  through  a  line  of  Inland  canuls  in  company 
with  the  Russian  Steam  Vessel  (which  by  the  bye  is  no  ma'ich  in  speed  for 
the  Beaver)  and  arrived  there  on  tiie  2-'')th.  I  immediately  waited  on  Plis 
Excellency  Captain  Kaupreanoff  the  Governor,  and  we  fell  to  business 
without  delay.  We  began  by  fixing  the  precise  extent  of  our  respective 
limits  of  trade,  consistently  with  the  provisions  of  the  agreement  and  having 
settled  that  point,  we  were  led  to  consid(>.r  the  ways  and  means  of  pre- 
serving these  mutually  conceded  rights  without  prejudice  to  the  interests 
respectively  at  stake,  an  important  object  to  both  parties  but  of  very 
difficult  attainment  on  this  coast  on  account  of  the  constant  and  general 
intercourse,  which  exists  betwes^n  the  inhabitants  of  our  own  Territory  and 
the  Islands  belonging  t(j  the  Russian  C(impany.  The  Governor  who  appeared 
keen  and  tenacious  on  the  latter  poinr,  proposed  that  Agents  aliould  be 
mutually  appjinted  to  reside  at  the  respective  Forts  who  might  receive  all 
furs  brought  in  by  Indians  of  their  side,  but  this  plan  appeared  to  me 
in  every  respect  so  unpleasant  and  objictionable  and  otherwise  so  ill  cal- 
culated to  prevent  deception  that  I  woulil  not  consent  to  it  and  suggested 
as  a  more  liberal  as  well  as  a  more  effective  expedient  that  the  cliaracter  of 
the  parties  should  stand  in  pledge  of  their  conduct  and  in  accordance  with 
this  view  of  the  subject,  the  4th  article  of  the  deed  No.  I,  wliich  1  transmit, 
binding  both  parties  to  restore  Furs  received  from  Indians  of  the  other  part 
was  framed  and  adopted.  Gn  the  other  point,  the  settlenn'nt  of  the 
Boundaries  I  had  less  difficulty  and  you  will  perceive  by  ihe  ■2nd  article  of 
the  same  document  that  the  terms  obtained  are  more  liberal  than  we  could 
of  right  insist  upon,  it  was  afterwards  determined  to  introduce  an  equal 
Tariff  over  the  whole  Coast,  whenever  such  ii  step  can  ho  taken  with  safety. 
The  other  points  brought  under  discussion  being  of  minor  importance  I 
need  not  occupy  your  time  with  a  detail  of  them  her;;,  as  the  documer.t 
before  referred  to  will  supply'  any  further  information.  I  must  in  justice 
add  that  I  received  the  most  polite  attention  from  the  Russian  Authorities 
during  my  stay  at  Sitka  ;  they  certainly  appear  anxious  to  cviltivate  our 
friendship,  and  I  firmly  believe  that  they  will  do  us  full  justic?;  our  pro- 
ceedings will  1  trust  be  marked  by  the  same  honourable  spirit,  a  breach  of 
faith  on  either  side  must  banish  confidence  and  prove  in  its  consequences 
injurious  to  both. 

To  your  proposal  of  using  Bodega  as  a  port  of  entrance  for  the  export  of 
Cattle  from  California,  there  exists  no  objection  on  \\w\r  part,  V)ut  they  do 
not  feel  at  liberty  to  enter  into  our  views  without  the  sanction  of  that 
Government,  this  however  is  a  matter  of  very  little  importance  as  they 
intend  to  abandon  their  establishment  at  Bodega,  as  soon  as  they  can  wind 
up  their  affairs.  Tliey  decline  for  the  present  entering  into  any  arrange- 
ment respecting  the  purchase  of  Sugars,  in  consequence  of  their, having  a 
stock  on  hand  etiual  to  t'our  years'  consumption,  besides  an  unfinished  con- 
tract for  a  further  supply. 

I  could  make  no  desirable  arrangement  for  the  manufacture  of  their 
flour,  as  they  have  a  mill  at  Sitka,  that  answers  every  pu."pose  of  grinding 
the  rough  meal  used  by  their  servants. 

As  soon  as  our  business  at  Sitka  was  closed  we  returned  to  S^'ki"^' 
received  possession  of  the  fort  on  the  1st  June,  and  the  following  evening 
reached  Fort  Simpson,  tlie  banjue  Vancouver  arrived  next  day  with  our 
supplies  from  the  Columbia  we  immediately  proceeded  to  land  the  outfits 
of  the  Southern  Posts  and  by  the  10th  of  the  month,  we  were  again  on  the 
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move  the  "  Jieaver  "  having  the  *'  Vancouver  "  in  tow.  On  the  1 7th  following 
both  vessels  anchored  off  the  mouth  of  the  Taco,  amidst  masses  of  floating 
ice.  I  started  with  an  armed  party  the  same  day,  to  explore  the  River,  a 
purpose  that  we  etiected  without  molestation  from  the  Natives,  to  the  dis- 
tance of  35  miles  and  returned  to  the  vessels  late  on  the  20th. 

This  journey  was  not  productive  of  any  very  satisfactory  information  ;  the 
Taco  disembogues  into  a  Gulf  in  Stephens  Passage,  running  interiorally 
from  Point  Salisbury  Lat :  58'  19'  \V  Longe.  1.33°  59'  19"  its  northern 
entrance  ;  it  may  be  classed  with  the  Wallanietto  in  magnitude,  lischarging 
pnibablv  a  greater  body  of  water,  much  more  diffused  at  its  entrance  where 
the  Channel  is  1^  miles  broad  and  "for  J  of  a  mile  so  shallow,  at  the  reflux 
of  the  tide  us  to  be  impassable  by  any  larger  Crafts  than  Canoes,  which 
they  di'ag  through  the  mud  ;  tht^re  is  however  a  rise  at  ordinary  tides,  of 
12  feet  when  a  small  \essel  v  ay  easily  enter  and  pi'oceed  10  miles  upward 
with  safety.  The  current  then  becomes  strong  and  bioken  by  rocky  shoals, 
so  that  this  point  may  be  considered  the  limit  of  Ship  navigation.  The  ships 
boats  being  too  clumsy  for  inland  travelling,  we  found  the  ascent  arduous 
but  perfectly  safe,  iind  the  River  on  the  whole  well  adapted  for  the  descrip- 
tion of  Craft  generally  used  in  the  transport  of  the  Country;  and  the 
Indians  moreover  told  me  that  it  was  equally  good  for  76  miles  beyond, 
making  its  navigable  extent  for  small  Craft  terminate  at  about  111  miles 
from  the  Coast, 

In  the  selection  of  a  site  for  the  establishment  had  circumstances  been 
otherwise  favorable  I  would  have  built  on  some  point  in  the  River  neai-  the 
probable  limits  of  Ship  Navigation,  but  we  discovered  thereat,  as  well  as 
for  many  miles  above,  atid  in  every  part  (if  the  River  below  an  invincible 
obstacle  to  our  wishes  in  the  extreme  poverty  of  Timber  suitable  either  for 
fuel  or  building  purposes  there  being  in  fact  no  wood  in  that  part  of  the 
valley,  except  Willows,  Alders,  poplar  trees  scarcely  largt^r  and  a  very  few 
dwarf  pines.  Othei- objections  of  a  most  serious  kind,  were  moreover  opposed 
to  our  building  there,  the  Winters  are  so  severe  that  the  Rivet-  as  well  as 
the  head  of  the  (tulf  leading  to  it  are  frozen  over  or  become  so  much 
obstructed  by  floating  ice  as  to  cut  off  all  communication  with  the  sea,  so 
that  supposiiig  the  Fort  placed  there,  not  only  wouKI  the  major  part  of 
Taco  Tribe  who  alwa.ys  winter  on  the  Coast  be  kept  from  visiting  it  duiing 
a  great  part  oi  the  year,  but  the  exceedingly  more  valuable  trade  of  the 
district  between  Taco  and  Cross  Hound  would  be  also  completely  beyond 
reach.  Abandoning  therefore  all  thoughts  of  forming  our  Establishment 
at  the  mouth  <>f  the  River,  we  next  had  recourse  to  the  Culf  in  its  vicinity 
in  that  no  suitable  spot  was  to  be  found  on  jts  desolate  shores.  We  were 
consequently  led  to  t^xtend  our  res-larches  to  the  coast  outside  of  the  (tulf, 
and  at  length  by  the  aid  of  a  friendly  Indian  we  discovered  the  site  which 
the  Fort  now  occupies  in  a  safe  harbour  of  easy  access  about  15  miles  South 
of  the  Taco.  The  situation  is  in  eveiy  respect  favourable  being  well  sup- 
plied with  fresh  water  having  aliundance  of  good  limber  while  it  is  directly 
in  the  high-way  of  trade  at  a  conveniens  distance  for  the  people  of  Chilcat 
and  Cross  Sound  and  should  it  hereafter  be  desirable  we  can  push  into  the 
interior  with  (u-^  much  facility  from  it  as  from  any  pi iit\t  nearer  the  River. 

Our  buildiru:  operations  were  commenced  on  the  21th  June  and  by  the 
12th  August  after  seven  weeks  of  unremitted  toil  we  had  several  buildings 
erectptl  and  1  he  defences  of  the  Fort  conipleteti  in  a  manner  sutlicicntly 
formidable  to  resist  anj'  open  violence  of  the  Natives.  I  then  determined 
to  carry  into  effect  a  design  T  had  previously  foinied  of  visiting  the  line  of 
Coast  extendiimg  ft>om  Tako  northward  to  Cross  Sound,  and  for  this  purpose 
I  removed  f~  ^n  the  shore  into  the  Steam  vessel  and  departed  on  our  pro- 
posed iourne- ,  Pr.  Kr'nnedy  being  left  behind  to  carry  on  the  work.  From 
the  w\-  i\ent  of  <iur  enterprise   up  to  that  time,  we  liad  seen  f'.;w  of 
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the  tribes  who  inhabit  the  popi.lous  district  situated  to  the  northward  of 
Tako ;  I  at  first  attributed  tlieir  reserve  to  ignorance  of  our  arrival,  but 
when  week  after  week  had  paased  avray  without  bringing  us  into  more 
familiar  intercourse  with  them,  I  was  forced  to  ascribe  their  absence  to 
other  causes,  and  became  impressed  with  the  opinion  that  they  either  feared 
or  disliked  our  vicinity.  One  of  the  main  objects  therefore  tiiat  I  proposed 
to  gain  by  this  journey  was  the  removal  of  anj'  such  feelings  that  might 
exist  among  the  natives  to  the  prejudice  of  our  interests  while  we  would 
have  an  opportunity  of  conciliating  their  good-will  and  perhaps  succeed  in 
producing  a  warm  and  kindly  feeling  towards  the  Fort. 

On  our  way  northward  we  spoke  the  Russia.i  American  Steam  Vessel, 
returning  from  a  cruise  among  the  harbours  on  their  side  of  Cross  Sound, 
undertaken  as  Mr.  Lindenberg  her  commander  informed  nie  at  the  instance 
of  tlie  inhabitants,  who  repeatedly  sent  messengers  to  Sitka  for  the  purpose 
ot  hastening  their  visit;  he  also  informed  me  that  he  had  traded  about  60 
Sea  Otters  during  the  cruise.  From  the  good  fortune  that  had  attended 
him,  we  were  of  course  led  to  form  Hattering  anticipations  respecting  the 
result  of  our  own  voyage,  and  we  pushed  on  rapidly  to  "  Kucknaoo  "  the 
principal  town  on  the  continental  shore  of  Cross  Sound,  and  anchored  in 
its  vicinity.  Our  hopes  of  trade  were  here  quickly  dispelled,  we  found  to 
our  great  disappointment  the  town  almost  empty  and  the  few  remaining 
inhabitants  without  a  single  skin  of  any  desoription  among  them.  We 
learned  from  these  that  the  greater  part  of  the  Tribe  were  actually  at  that 
time,  and  had  been  since  the  Spring  living  at  Thla-haeek  in  Behn.ng's  Bay, 
several  degrees  north  of  Cape  Spencer,  where  accordinj;  to  custom,  they  go 
every  year  to  fish  and  hunt  furs  ;  from  thence  they  weie  expected  home  in 
the  month  of  August  and  they  moreover  informed  us  that  a  few  of  their 
friends  had  sold  all  tlieii'  furs  at  the  Russian  Steam  Vessel,  that  \^e  had 
just  before  met.  This  report  was,  in  a  manner  corroborated  by  the  M'ant  of 
Furs  among  the  Tndinns  there  present  ;  and  our  consequent  disappointment 
more  than  di-pose.d  me,  at  the  moment,  to  receive  it  as  an  undoubted  fact, 
altho'  I  must  not  ccnceai  that  our  want  of  success  might  be  traced  to  other 
sources  with  as  great  an  amount  of  probaliility  as  to  the  cause  here  assigned  ; 
we  cannot  therefore  in  fairness  entertain  so  grave  a  charge  without  clearer 
proofs  than  the  mere  testimony  of  Indians.  Let  the  tact  be  as  it  may,  I 
thought  the  case  of  so  much  importance  as  affording  a  precedent  which 
might  effect  our  future  relations  with  the  Russian  American  Company  that 
I  pointedly  made  it  the  leading  subject  of  a  letter  which  I  lately  addressed 
to  Captn.  Etoline  the  present  (Jovernor  of  Sitka,  wlio  I  presume  will  see 
justice  done,  if  he  uiseovers  that  our  rights  have  been  invaded.  I  did 
ever)'thing  in  my  power  to  leave  a  favorable  impre-sion  of  the  "  English  ' 
on  the  minds  of  the  Indians  wo  saw  here,  and  I  am  disposal  to  think  they 
will  not  hereafter  so  anxiously  solicit  tlie  Russians  to  visit  them  as  they  are 
reported  to  have  done  this  year.  If  there  be  any  dread  of  such  an  event, 
the  Steam  Vessel  should  be  sent  early  in  August  to  remain  there  until  the 
beginning  of  September  when  the  bulk  of  the  years  trade  would  be  secured, 
and  the  Fort  would  pick  up  the  rest  of  their  Furs.  There  are  no  navigable 
rivers  in  Cross  Sound,  our  side  of  it  lieing  bounded  by  an  unbroken  ".oiige 
of  bleak  mountains,  co\  ered  with  perpetual  snow.  On  leaving  Cross-  Sound 
we  ran  to  the  Chilcat  Village  at  the  north  west  end  of  Lynn  ri.annel.  The 
people  of  Chilcat  are  numerous,  bold  and  enterprising.  At  the  period  of 
Vancouver's  discovery  they  attacked  his  Injats  while  engaged  in  the  survey 
of  Lvnn  Channel,  since  that  time  various  acts  of  aggressions  committed 
upon  trading  vessels,  visiting  their  sluu'e^,  have  served  to  maintain  their 
notoriety  and  eventually  attaches  to  them  the  character  of  being  the  most 
perfidious  and  mischievous  of  the  Coast  Tribes.  In  one  daring  attempt  to 
capture  an  American  Vessel  they  were  moat  severely  punished  and  left  IT' 
of  their  number  slain  on  the  Ships  deck.     The  recollection  of  the  memorable 
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defeat,  which,  as  a  body  they  are  longing  to  revenge  is  still  fresh  in  their 
minds,  and  I  was  told  that  they  had  thoughts  of  exacting  the  penalty  from 
us,  because  we  have  the  misfortune  to  speak  a  language  in  common  with 
the  Atnericans.  Knowing  these  circumstances  and  sensible  of  the  pernicious 
influence  which  a  rupture  with  them  in  the  outset  of  our  career,  would 
have  on  our  affairs  tlie  vessel  was  effectively  arrayed  in  all  the  trappings 
of  defensive  war,  to  damp  the  ardours  that  the  prospect  of  an  easy  conquest 
might  inspire,  anfl  when  we  anchored  among  them,  every  precaution  was 
taken  to  prevent  surprise  in  a  way  that  neither  evinced  nor  excited  alarm. 
Whatever  may  have  been  their  intentions  they  behaved  to  us  in  a  friendly 
and  civil  manner ;  by  the  aid  of  our  interpreter  I  chatted  freely  with  the 
principal  Chiefs  who  were  received  on  board,  and  feasted  on  Bread  and 
Molasses,  seasoned  with  tobaccu.  Without  appearing  acquainted  with  their 
previous  history,  I  made  them  clearly  to  understand  that  we  were  a  per- 
fectly distinct  people  from  the  Americans  and  that  our  vessel  had  never 
before  l)een  in  that  part  of  the  world. 

They  became  evidently  satisfied  of  ';his  and  one  of  the  number  in  a  very 
decent  speech  observed  that  their  people  had  l)een  thinned  by  the  sword 
and  Pestilence  (meaning  the  Small-pox)  but  continued  the  speaker  the 
English  are  now  come  to  I'epiuce  the  friends  we  have  lost  and  we  shall 
esteem  them  as  such.  Tlie>e  flowei's  of  Rhetoric  were  of  value  only  when  con- 
sidered as  indications  of  a  growing  good  feeling,  and  I  add  with  pleasure 
that  their  conduct  to  us  both  on  the  occasion  of  which  I  now  speak  and 
subsequently  when  a  nunil)er  of  them  visited  the  Fort,  was  strictly  in  keep- 
ing with  these  professions.  These  preliminaries  over,  we  proceeded  to  trade 
and  eventually  parted  with  them  on  the  most  amicable  terms  after  leaving 
in  I  heir  hands  a  pre--ent  of  tobacco,  as  a  token  of  frientlship,  for  several  of 
the  Chief  men  whom  we  were  prevented  from  seeing  by  theii'  absence  from 
home,  at  the  time  of  our  visit. 

This  tribe  inkfcbits  seven  villages  extending  at  irregular  distances,  from 
the  mouth  to  %i  miles  up  the  iliver  Chilcat  which  together  with  another 
navigalile  stream  of  lesser  n(n«»  flows  from  the  north  and  eastward  into  the 
head  of  Lynn  Channel.  The  latter  takes  its  i-ise  in  a  considerable  lake  60 
miles  from  the  Coast  that  has  no  other  practical  outlet ;  while  the  course 
of  the  Chilcat,  though  deep  and  of  consideraV)le  Ijieadth,  at  the  entrance 
is  scarcely  so  protracterl  its  navigable  limit,  where  the  river,  is  lost  in  a 
countless  number  of  mountain  torrents  being  reached  in  three  moderate 
days  travelling. 

Distant  excursions  into  the  Interior  are  made  every  summer  by  the  Chil- 
cat people  for  the  purpose  of  trade,  in  thepui-suit  of  this  oljject,  they  follow 
the  course  of  tlu^  Chilcat  river  for  a  time,  leave  their  cano(^s  when  it  ceases 
to  become  navigable  and  perform  the  remainder  of  their  journey  on  foot 
attended   by  a  crowd  of  slaves,   who  carry  their  provisions  and  packs  of 
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days    they  traverse  tiie  mountainous  region   which  bounds  the 
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coast,  «aid  enter  a  level  thin  I  \  wooded  c\>a«try  inhabited  by  the  people  with 
whoflu  they  trafHc.  Fr(«n  the  directioi,  .)f  their  route,  and  the  distance 
oravelled  this  section  of  ttlie  r-mantry  mits3  lie  betvnM.«n  the  marif.imts  chain 
of  Mountiiins,  on  this  cuaHi.  iiid  the  ran^if  which  lt)')rders  the  western  bank 
of  McKerizie's  River  beyonrt  the  GOth  Pai-allel  of  North  latitude. 

I  could  not  discover  if  ::he  people  who  live  there,  have  any  intercourse 
with  our  Ports  on  the  Mrkonzie,  but  as  the  existence  of  these  seem  unknown 
to  the  Cliilcac  traders  ii  is  probable  they  are  not  within  the  ciicle  of  our 
acquaintance.  From  L\  nii  Channel  we  returned  direct  to  the  Fort,  with- 
out stopping  at  any  oth''r  place  there  being  but  one  intermediate  town 
named  "  .\uke"  on  the  way  whose  inhabitants  had  visited  us  several  times 
before  my  departure  up  on  this  circuit. 
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On  our  return  we  ran  close  in  with  the  Continental  Shore  and  could 
observe  that  it  uniformly  presents  an  unvarying  outline  of  lofty  snow 
covered  mountains  to  appearance  compact  and  unbroken  except  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Tako  which  way  we  therefore  considered  as  the  only  outlet 
between  the  b\)rt  and  Chilcat  River.  I  have  already  mentioned  that  we 
ascended  the  Taco,  in  the  ships  boats  to  the  computed  distance  of  35  miles 
and  found  the  ascent  arduous  but  perfectly  safe  and  moreover  that  vessels 
of  light  draught  may  ascend  to  the  distance  of  10  miles  from  the  sea  ;  and 
that  it  is  navigable  for  76  miles  beyond  the  point  of  my  return  I  may  here 
further  cotmnunicate  that  the  Taco  Indians  carry  on  a  regular  traffic  with 
the  people  that  live  at  this  navigable  boundary  that  the  river  is  on  both 
sides  shut  in  by  inaccessible  mountains  which  extend  50  miles  into  the 
interior  and  terminate  in  an  open  level  country,  with  its  peculiar  features 
of  Lakes  and  steams  of  water  abounding  with  Beaver,  and  possessing  great 
natural  Beauty,  on  such  points  we  must  ,"llow  much  for  the  paintings  of 
fancy  but  even  while  keeping  this  indespensable  precaution  in  view  I  see 
no  reason  to  discredit  the  general  fidelity  of  the  Indian  statement  here 
given. 

The  last  excursion  I  made  before  my  final  departure  from  For  Tako 
was  to  Port  Hnettisham  Latitude  57°  54'  35"  West  Long  :  133°  58'  to  visit 
a  river  named  Sitko  which  flows  into  that  harbour  by  a  fine  bold  entrance 
opening  through  the  mountains  as  nearly  as  we  could  estimate  of  a  mile 
broad.  We  carried  soundings  of  15  fm.  for  three  miles  up,  when  the  water 
suddenly  shoaled  to  i,  2,  &  3  feet  for  2- J  miles,  the  depth  afterwards  was 
very  irregular  but  never  exceeded  18  ft.  This  river  is  not  so  large  as  the 
"Tako"  and  merits  notice  merely  from  the  circumstance  of  its  affording  a 
passage  difficult  indeed  but  still  practicable  through  the  otherwise  impene- 
trable barrier  of  mountains  that  girds  the  sea  coast  into  the  hitherto  sealed 
country  East  of  it. 

The  outline  of  this  River  like  the  others  I  have  described  consists  of 
even  loftier  mountains  than  I  saw  elsewhere  sloping  abruptly  into  a  very 
narrow  vallej'  through  which  the  River  winds  its  course  in  a  north  by  east 
direction  as  far  as  I  could  trace  it. 

A  few  of  the  most  enterprising  of  the  Port  Snettisham  Indians  ascend 
Sitko  every  year  in  the  month  of  September  when  the  force  of  the  summer 
flood  has  abated,  and  the  water  is  in  the  most  favorable  sate.  In  these 
journeys  they  travel  in  small  light  canoes,  which  are  carried  over  all  places, 
where  the  passage  by  water  appears  difficult  or  would  expose  them  to 
danger. 

In  the  course  of  10  days  they  reach  the  first  inland  Tribe,  who  live  about 
90  miles  from  the  coast,  with  these  people  they  do  an  inconsiderable  traffic 
in  peltries.  The  mountainous  region  extends  to  an  unknown  distance 
beyond  the  habitation  of  the  inland  Tribe,  and  notwithstanding  the 
unfavorable  character  of  the  country  with  the  small  (juantity  of  furs  now 
drawn  from  it,  we  are  told  that  it  abounds  with  fur  bearing  animals  a  state- 
ment which  looks  rather  contradictory,  altho'  we  might  suppose  the  present 
paucity  of  production  to  arise  from  the  poverty  of  the  traders,  who  have 
not  means  to  make  extensive  purchases  and  consequently  the  hunters  can 
have  no  motive  for  exertion. 

Having  thus  visited  the  only  three  considerable  Rivers  known  to  the 
Natives  between  Stikine  and  Cape  Spencer,  our  business  having  also 
attained  a  certain  degree  of  form  and  stability  while  Fort  Tako  being 
strong  enough  for  defence  and  not.  further  requiring  the  presence  of  a  pro- 
tective force  we  left  it  on  the  25th  August,  on  our  return  to  the  Columbia. 
Mr.  Kennedy  according  to  appointment  was  left  in  charge  at  Fort  Tako, 
with  Mr.  Roderick  Fiiilayson  as  assistant  ard  24  men  including  two  debili- 
tated invalids,  a  reduction  of  four  men  may  be  safely  made  next  year,  but 
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all  further  measures  of  retrenchment  must  of  course  be  regulated  by  the 
temper  and  future  deportment  of  the  Natives  who  are  daring  and  numerous. 
The  Fort  is  built  in  a  convenient  harbour  N.  Late.  oS  6'  10 '  \V.  Longe. 
133"  59'  30"  nearly  midway  tween  the  Tako  and  Sitko  Rivers  being 
about  24  miles  distant  from  each. 

The    following  tabular  view    exhibits  the  estimated  strength  of    the 
tribes  who  resort  to  this  etablishment. 


Place  of  Residence. 
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Their  numerical  force  as  liere  given  is  if  anything  under-rated,  so  per- 
haps may  be  their  estimated  hunts,  which  we  had  no  means  of  ascertaining 
with  greater  accuracy,  in  the  two  months  from  24th  June  to  24th  August, 
we  traded  furs  to  the  value  of  £800  nearly,  and  we  may  reasonably  expect 
that  the  return  will  for  a  time  continue  on  the  increase  as  the  Indians 
from  being  closely  attended  to  and  having  a  market  at  their  door  will  hunt 
better  than  formerly.  In  their  general  intercourse  with  us  we  found  them 
quiet  and  civil  but  whenever  the;  sale  of  a  Beaver  skin  was  talked  of,  they  dis- 
])laypd  a  restless  grasping  avidity  with  and  artful  pertinacity  in  drawing  a 
iiard  bargain  exceeding  anything  of  the  kind  I  ever  saw. 

In  establishing  the  trade  we  were  obliged  to  yield  in  some  measure  to 
the  force  of  advers<^  circumstances,  it  was  my  intention  to  introtluce  a  low 
standard  of  trade  tl.at  is  to  say  to  make  a  2^  pt.  Blanket  the  equivalent  of 
a  full  sized  Beaver  ;  out  I  could  not  succeed  without  hazarding  the  loss  of 
half  our  trade  which  would  have  gone  into  the  hands  of  slave  dealers  from 
the  Rus'^ian  Territory  who  were  hovering  around  watching  a  favourable 
moment  to  dispose  of  their  stuck  ;  we  made  great  exertions  to  beat  them 
from  the  market,  but  despite  our  efforts  they  contrived  to  carry  off  a  few 
lots  of  Jieaver. 

The  Natives  in  this  quarter  hold  a  great  many  Slaves  and  set  so  high  a 
value  on  them  that  they  in  a  manner  constitute  the  measure  of  wealth  and 
rank  in  the  Tribe.  In  consecjuence  of  this  state  of  things  every  attempt 
made  on  our  part  to  raise  the  Tariff  was  unvariably  resisted,  and  the  Furs 
devoted  by  their  owners  to  the  purchase  of  slaves.  This  is  an  evil  from 
which  there  is  no  present  way  of  escape  as  the  detestable  traffic  in  human 
beings  with  its  fearful  train  of  guilt  and  wretchedness  will  exist  in  unmiti- 
gated force  as  long  as  it  proves  a  tempting  source  of  profit  to  those  engaged 
in  it,  and  no  means  short  of  a  total  revolution  in  the  moral  and  social  state 
of  those  Tribes  will  lead  them  to  with-hold  the  temptation.  The  provision 
re.souices  of  Tako  have  been  so  far  unproductive;  we  were  all  sunnner 
almost  entirely  dependent  on  the  skick  of  grain  and  salt  fish  brought  with 
us  from  the  Columbia ;  on  my  departure  a  twelve  months  stock  still 
remained  in  store  which  will  support  the  establishment  until  a  fresh  supply 
can  be  sent  by  the  Ship  of  next  year. 

I  hope  that  circumstances  will  in  this  respect  improve,  and  render  all 
further   aid  beyond    that  supply  unnecessary  as   deer  and  fish  of  various 
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kinds,  ahouiifl  in  the  neijibborliood  of  the  Fort  which  tho  impulso  of  now 
and  growing  wants  will  eventually  teach  tho  Indians  to  pursue  with  more 
ardoui'  than  they  now  feel. 

Havini;  left  'lako,  as  bet'orn  stated  on  tlio  25tli  of  August  we  arrived  on 
the  following  day  at  Htikine.  Wh(!n  this  place  oanie  into  our  possession 
on  the  1st  of  last  June,  Mr.  William  (Jlen  llae  was  left  in  charge  assisted 
l)y  Mr.  John  McLouglilin  with  an  estaljlishinent  of  20  lahouiing  servants 
which  in  the  circumstaiices  of  tiie  place  I  considered  hai-ely  enraigh  for  its 
protection  ;  as  tho  defences  are  not  forniidable  and  the  natives  are  rude  and 
turbu'ent.  Tn  fact  as  soon  as  we  had  left  the  place  on  our  route  to  'iako, 
they  became  insufferalily  saucy  ;  <^h(^v  demanded  an  exorbitant  ])rice  for 
tlu^ii'  Beaver,  and  on  th;s  being  n  sisled,  they  had  recourse;  to  threats  of 
violence,  l)roke  the  dam  of  a  .small  water  mill  near  the  I'\)rt,  cut  off  its 
extei'nal  supply  of  water,  and  did  all  the  mischief  in  their  [)ower. 

Divided  at  other  times  into  partii>s  mutually  jivilou- of  each  othei-,  the 
whole  'I'rilje  were  united  on  this  occasion  by  one  cnrnnon  oliject,  and  acted 
in  concert  largely  with  the  view  of  frightening  us  into  terms  such  as  they 
chose  to  impo.so.  They  pursued  their  object  for  a  time  with  an  astonishing 
degrer  of  unity  a.nd  tenacity  of  purpose  but  Mv.  Hua  who  amid  all  these 
trying  events  had  displayed  great  temper  and  firmness,  at  length  sueceeded 
in  dissolving  the  confederacy,  when  traiKjuility  was  gradually  restored,  and 
ti-.idc  resumed  at  a  very  small  concession  on  the  price^-i  we  first  offered,  after 
it  had  l)i'en  for  ten  days  entirely  suspended.  Since  that  time  several  petty 
disjiutes  have  arisen  from  various  causes,  liut  there  has  l)een  no  general  or 
dangerous  combination  against  the  fort,  on  the  contrary  a  growing  good 
feeling  for  us  is  perceptible  among  the  Natives  generally  while  several  of 
the  powerful  gangs  have  even  gone  to  the  length  of  taking  up  arms  in  our 
behalf. 

The  Native  name  of  this  Tribe  is  Secat-quanay,  they  number  about  000 
able  men  and  are  now  the  only  people  within  our  territorial  limits,  who 
regularly  frequent  Stikine  for  trade.  In  the  three  months  from  June  to 
August  of  the  current  year,  they  traded  i^loOU  worth  of  fur.s,  a  promisinj,' 
beginning  and  I  trust  the  precursor  of  handsome  annual  terms. 

The  provision  resources  of  this  Post  are  now  more  than  equal  to  meet 
the  wants  of  its  Establishment,  in  fact  the  waters  abound  with  Salmon, 
and  the  forests  with  deer  which  the  Natives  sell  clieerfully  at  a  moderate 
price.  On  one  occasion  300  carcase;;  of  Deer  were  traded  in  L")  days  by  the 
late  Russian  Commandant  and  we  found  no  difficulty  in  procuring  any 
number  wanted  for  our  own  use.  If  barrels' could  be  provided  100  tierces 
of  salmon  might  be  cured  annually  at  this  place,  for  exportation  in  addition 
to  the  quantity  required  for  its  own  consumption. 

This  Fort  is  now  fully  supplied  with  provisions  for  the  year,  and  will 
need  no  further  aid,  in  this  shape  from  the  Columbia.  Through  the  kind- 
ness of  the  Governor  of  Sitka,  I  obtained  a  good  chart  of  the  Stikine  River, 
drawn  from  the  Russian  survey  to  the  distance  of  50  miles  from  the  sea. 
There  is  a  continued  channel  broad  and  deep  enough  for  vessels  to  that 
point,  and  we  have  no  reason  to  suppose  it  terminates  there.  An  extensive 
land  stretches  across  the  mouth  of  the  River,  intersected  by  two  narrow 
channels,  that  a  ship  may  safely  run  through,  which  renders  the  entrance 
difficult,  but  beyond  this  shoal  there  is  no  other  known  obstacle,  except  the 
resistance  of  a  powerful  current  to  impede  the  Steam  Vessels  advance  to 
the  limit  of  the  Russian  survey. 

Having  now  communicated  the  leading  particulars  of  our  summers  ope- 
rations together  with  such  heads  of  information  as  I  could  collect  respect- 
ing our  newly  acquired  territory  at  the  coast  and  the  country  interior  from 
it,  I  have  further  to  state  on  that  subject,  that  the  two  existing  Establish- 
ments at  Stikine  and  Tako,  afford  every  accommodation  to  the  Natives  in 
the  way  of  trade ;  consequently  no  additional  post  on  the  dea  coast  north  of 
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Tako  is  required  for  the  prosecution  of  the  l)U9ines8,  or  holds  out  a  prob- 

ahility  nf  defraying  its  own  expenses. 

in  refi'r(!iK'e  to  tiie  fea-<ibilil.y  of  carrying  our  settlement:-!  into  the 
interior,  the  precoeding  pages  siiow  that  so  far  as  regards  nii^re  natural 
obstacles  of  route,  the  object  is  clearl}'  attainable  I)y  making  the  Taco  and 
Htikine  Ilivers  our  lines  of  conununicalion. 

Taking  the  (piestion  lutsveviT  as  a  mere  matter  of  prolit  and  Ins;,  T  think 
in  regard  to  the  last  named  riv(M-  tliat  in  our  ])resent  cireumstaiK^es  hokling 
as  we  actually  do  the  I'^ort  of  Stikino  we  will  gain  nothing  by  the  attempt, 
as  the  country  available  tor  settlement  is  not  extensive  enough  to  support 
another  post  in  adtlition  to  Fort  Stikine. 

Thus  the  disianct)  frcjin  tlie  moutli  of  the  Stikine  Kiver  to  the  liocky 
Mountains  nuai'  its  na\igal)l(!  heail  does  not  exceed  150  miles  ;  Mr.  Camp- 
boll  of  Mclvenzie's  River  disti'ict  mentions  that  the  passage  of  a  mountain- 
ous region  from  tluMice  to  Dease's  Lake  is  performed,  in  three  days  snow- 
shoe  walking,"'  thereby  establisliing  the  proximity  of  the.se  two  points 
namely  tlus  navigatile  head  of  the  Stikine  River  and  Dease's  Lake. 

From  the  fact  it  is  evident  that  if  we  ]>ush  a  post  eastward  from  Stikine 
River  it  will  exercise  .  pernrcions  intluence  on  the  trade  of  i''ort  llalket,  on 
the  other  hand  a  post  formed  at  the  head  of  Stikine  River,  the  grand 
rendezvous  of  the  Coast  Traders  would  sutfer  fi-ora  their  mischievious 
interference,  and  get  furs  very  little  cheaper  than  on  the  Coast  while  it 
would  in  a  great  measure  cut  o(F  the  trade,  and  leave  nothing  to  be  done  at 
Fort  Stikine. 

The  Taco  Riviu'  though  less  accessible  than  the  Stikine  presents 
interiorly  a  wider  field  for  discovery  and  inijirovement,  if  a  way  can  be 
found  of  reaching  it,  but  we  liave  here  to  encounter  the  one  great  difficulty 
incident  to  all  rivers  on  the  North  West  Coas-t,  the  al)sence  of  navigable 
tributaries,  wliile  the  main  branch  extends  in  a  navigable  form  to  the 
distance  of  only  111  miles  from  the  sea  the  point  where  the  Coast  and 
interior  Indians  meet  for  trade. 

If  our  progress  into  the  country  be  arrested  at  that  place,  and  we  cannot 
get  beyond  the  influence  of  the  coast  pi'ices,  an  establishment  there  would 
only  serve  as  in  the  case  at  Stikine  to  multiply  charges  by  purchasing  furs 
in  the  interior  which  can  be  bought  almost  as  chiefly  on  the  coast  without 
the  expense  and  risk  of  sending  for  them.  The  course  of  the  Chilcat  River 
is  unfortunatly  confined  to  the  Maritime  district  and  does  not  even  pene- 
trate beyond  the  mountains.  The  Chilcat  people  pursue  their  trading 
journeys  on  foot  and  enjoy  the  range  of  the  great  valley  north  of  the  60th 
parallel  of  Latitude  extending  on  one  side  to  the  mountainous  region  west 
McKenzie's  River  and  on  the  other  to  the  Mountain''  on  the  Coast.  The 
only  way  to  draw  its  treasures  forth  will  be  to  call  out  the  services  of  the 
natives  and  push  the  trade  by  their  means  ;  the  Russian  Company  have  for 
some  years  past  been  in  the  habit  of  doing  so  l)y  making  considerable 
advances  of  goods  to  the  people  of  Chilcat  and  Stikino  for  the  purpose  of 
trading  in  the  interior  and  were  in  general  punctually  paid.  This  practice 
we  may  continue  and  even  extend  with  advantage  wherever  it  may  be 
found  difficult,  too  expensive  or  from  other  causes  inexpedient  to  establish 
the  interior  that  is  in  all  such  cases  I  would  reconmiend  that  the  natural 
enterprise  of  the  native  population  should  be  turned  to  account  by  trust- 
ing certain  individuals  of  them,  with  small  adventures,  on  the  security  of 
a  suflicient  property  pledge,  left  in  the  Company's  stores  to  insure  punctual 
payment.  The  direct  tendencies  of  this  system  would  go  to  increase  our 
general  influence  and  i*;  may  prove  in  the  end  the  safest  and  least  expensive 
way  of  improving  the  important  territory  in  question. 

Before  closing  this  letter  I  may  further  inform  you  that  the  trade  of  the 
Southern  Coast,  that  is  fort  Simpson,   Fort  McLoughlin  and  the  Steam 
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Vessel,  has  ia  the  aggregate  fallen  short  ia  value  of  last  years  returns,  at 
the  two  pests  solely  in  consequence  of  a  decline  in  the  Marten  Trade  while 
on  the  part  of  the  "  Beaver  "  we  may  to  that  cause  add  hei  absence  during 
a  greater  part  of  the  summer  at  Taco. 

The  number  of  beaver  and  other  skins  at  these  places,  exceeds  the  num- 
ber collected  last  outfit,  but  the  increase  in  these  staple  articles,  is  not  equal 
to  the  defalcation  in  the  marten  trade  arising  simply  from  one  of  these 
fluctuations  to  which  i^  I.cns  always  been  subject. 

Notwithstanding  the  partial  decline  the  Company's  aifairs  generally  wear 
a  prosperous  aspect  and  hold  out  fair  promise  for  the  purpose.  The  Steam 
Vessel  is  in  a  state  of  the  highest  order  looking  aliove  and  below  as  smooth 
and  neat  as  the  day  she  left  the  downs.  The  engines  continue  to  do  their 
work  well,  and  in  no  part  of  the  machinery  can  any  signs  of  wear  or  decay 
be  detected.  The  boilers  are  getting  worse  for  the  wear,  and  need  a  patch 
now  and  then  but  the  Engineers  think  them  strong  enough  to  stand  tiie 
tear  and  wear  of  two  years  further  service. 

I  remain, 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient 
very  humble  Servant, 

(Signed)    JAMES  DOUGLAS. 


Vol.  1561, 
pp.  19-31. 


Tc  th"  Governor,  Depy  Governor 
&  Committee  of  the 

Honble.  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 


FoHT  Vancouver, 

25th  November,  1841. 


Depnrturo 
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McLonglilin. 

AiTivivl  at 
Port  Hiiiii)S()n. 

IndiaiiK  who 
frequent  it. 


Returax. 


We  took  our  departure  from  Fort  McLoughlin  on  the  16th  and  passing 
through  Princess  Royal  and  Grenville  Canals  and  Chatham  Sound  arrived 
at  Fort  Simpson  the  following  day.  This  establishment  which  is  the  must 
important  on  the  Coast,  is  situated  in  about  Lat :  54°  34'  Long  :  130°  38', 
near  Dundas  Island  and  close  upon  the  Southern  Russian  Boundary. 

It  is  visited  by  a  great  many  Indians  occnpying  the  Inlands  and  Contin- 
ental shores  to  a  considerable  distance  among  whom  are  the  inhabitants  of 
five  villages  on  the  mainland  ;  likewise  by  the  natives  of  Queen  Charlotte's 
Island,  by  the  inhabitants  of  Tomgass  and  by  those  of  Kygarni,  one  of  the 
islands  forming  the  Prince  of  Wales  Archipelago  (Russian  territory);  in  all 
a  population  of  about  14000  souls.  From  this  will  be  seen  that  the  range 
of  its  trade  is  very  great  and  if  the  existing  arrangement  with  our  Russian 
neighbours  had  not  been  entered  into,  opposition  prices  would  have  drawn 
to  Fort  Simpson  a  considerable  portion  of  the  furs  now  collected  at  Stikine. 
The  present  returns  are  from  3000  to  4000  Beaver  and  Otter,  about  50  sea 
Otter,  and  a  large  quantity  of  small  furs,  the  gross  amount  being  about 
j£6,000  of  which  about  £3000  forms  the  amount  of  clu.rges,  so  that  the 
nett  Revenue  arising  from  this  Post  may  be  estimated  at  £3000  pr.  annu.u, 
The  establishment  was  in  the  first  instance  placed  at  the  outlet  of  Nass 
River,  but  the  situation  being  found  inconvenient  for  shipping  it  was  re- 
moved to  its  present  site  which  is,  besides  being  a  good  position  for  watching 
our  own  Northern  and  the  Russian  Southern  frontier  well  adapted  for 
opposing  both  the  Russians  and  Americans  should  such  at  any  time  here- 
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after  become  necessary.  There  is  a  c-onipleaient  of  2  officers  and  18  servants 
at  this  post — where  the  means  of  living  nv9  abundant  consisting  principally 
of  Fish,  Venison  and  Potatoes  ;  ar,d  a  i&rgo  body  of  Chiniiseeans  have  seated 
themselves  down  in  the  neighbourhood,  en  the  home  guards  of  the  Fort. 
In  any  point  of  view  this  is  a  valuable  and  important  establishment  and 
ought  by  all  means  to  be  maintained  as  the  (lep6t  of  the  Coast  while  we 
have  anything  to  do  with  its  afTairs. 

Leaving  Fort  Simpson  on  the  18th  we  immediately  entered  within  the 
Ilusoian  Southern  Boundary  and  passing  through  the  Canal  de  Reveilla  and 
Clarence  Straits  arrived  at  Stikine  on  the  20th.  This  establishment  of  which 
we  obtained  pos-session  on  the  Ist  June  last  year  (1840)  under  the  arrange- 
ment of  6th  February  1839  is  situated  on  the  North  end  of  the  Duke  of 
York's  Island  near  Point  Highfield  4,  to  5  miles  South  of  the  outlet 
of  the  Stikine  or  Felly's  River  in  Lat :  56'  33',  Long:  132'  14",  and 
was  in  the  first  instance  formetl  here  by  the  Russian  American  Company  in 
1833  with  the  view  of  protecting  their  trade,  which  they  hafl  every  rea.son 
to  suppose  would  be  endangered  by  the  establishment  which  the  Hon.  Com- 
pany then  contemplated  forming  within  the  Rritish  territory  up  the  Stikine 
River.  The  post  is  frequented  by  the  Secatquonay  who  occupy  the  country 
about  the  mouth  of  the  river  and  the  islands  contiguous  to  and  running 
parallel  to  that  part  of  the  Coast.  It  is  likewise  frequented  by  the  natives 
of  three  villages  situated  on  islands,  to  the  trade  of  which  we  do  not  con- 
sider that  we  have  any  claim  under  the  existing  agreement. 

Nearly  all  the  furs  collected  at  this  post,  which  are  appropriated  by  us 
are  brought  from  the  British  interior  territory  amounting  to  about  l.")00 
Beaver  &  Otter  besides  small  furs  estimated  at  aliout  £3000,  of  which  £ir)00 
forms  an  item  of  charge  so  that  the  nett  profits  of  the  post  are  about  £1500 
pr.  annum.  The  furs  appropriated  by  us  are  principally  traded  by  the 
Secatquonays  from  the  Niharnies  and  other  Indians  of  the  Interior,  .some 
of  whom  have  been  seen  at  the  establishments  in  McKenzies  River.  The 
Secatquonays  meet  those  Indians  for  the  purpose  of  barter  about  150  miles 
distant  from  the  Coast  where  the  Niharnies  who  visited  Uease's  Lake  in 
1838-9  have  a  village  about  60  miles  distant  from  that  Lake.  Nearly  all 
the  furs  collected  at  Stikine  are  obtained  from  the  Niharnies  at  that  village 
which  is  a  great  fishing  rendezvous  and  is  during  the  fishing  season  visited 
by  all  the  Indians  of  the  neighbourhood.  The  complement  of  people  at  this 
establishment  is  two  officers  and  18  men  which  notwithstanding  the  good 
dispo.sition  shown  by  the  Indians  cannot  with  safety  be  reduced.  The  post 
is  maintained  by  Fish  and  Venison  which  are  procured  in  great  abundance 
from  the  natives  at  a  very  cheap  rate. 

We  remained  at  Stikine  but  a  few  hours,  taking  our  departure  thence  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  20th  and  passing  through  Wrangell's  Straits,  and 
Prince  Frederick's  Sound  arrived  at  Tacow  on  the  22nd.  This  establishment 
is  situated  in  about  Lat :  58°,  4\  Long  :  133',  45',  and  wa;)  intended  to  have 
been  placed  at  the  mouth  of  the  Tacow  River  but  no  favorable  situation 
having  been  found  for  an  establishment  there,  it  was  erectefl  on  its  present 
site,  on  the  mainland,  between  two  rivers  the  Sitko  and  Tacow,  alraut  15 
miles  distant  from  each.  It  is  frequented  by  a  great  many  Indians,  occupy- 
ing the  Continental  Shore,  both  to  the  Northward  and  Southward  likewise 
by  some  of  the  Islanders  ;  in  all  from  4000  to  6000  souls  ore  more  or  less 
dependent  upon  this  establishment  for  their  supplies.  The  returns  of  the 
past  outfit  were  about  1400  Beaver  and  Otter,  besides  small  furs,  yielding 
a  profit  of  about  £1000 ;  but  from  the  growing  industry  of  the  Indians  to 
the  Nortiiward,  arising  from  their  being  more  regularly  supplied  with  goods 
than  heretofore,  is  is  expected  that  the  returns  will  next  year  amount  to 
about  1800  to  2000  beaver  &  otter. 
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The  establiHhment  is  surrounded  by  a  village  containing  from  300  to  400 
Indians,  who  have  recently  shown  a  disposition  to  be  troublesome  more 
from  a  jealousy  of  the  encouragement  altbrded  by  us  to  other  triljes  than 
from  any  hostile  feeling  towards  ourselves  ;  on  the  contrary,  they,  likewise 
all  the  Indians  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  different  entabiishments  are 
very  much  pleased  to  have  us  settled  among  them,  as  our  presence  affords 
them  protection  to  a  certain  degree  from  their  enemies,  while  they  Itenetit 
in  many  other  respects  by  our  intercourse  with  them.  The  complement  of 
people  at  this  establi.'<hment  is  2  officerri  and  22  men.  It  is  principally 
n)aintaiued  on  Venison  got  here,  as  at  the  other  estuhli.shments  on  the 
Coast  at  so  cheap  a  rate  from  the  natives,  that  we  ub-sojutely  make  a  proHt 
on  our  consumption  of  provision,  the  skin  of  the  animal  selling  for  much 
more  than  is  paid  fur  the  whole  carcase.  Nearly  all  the  returns  that  are 
collected  at  this  establishment  are  brought  from  tli«  i:iriti8h  territory  inland 
of  the  Russian  line  of  demarcation,  running  parallel  with  the  Coast  iC- 
traded  by  the  Coast  Indians  from  those  inhabiting  the  interior  country  very 
few  being  hunted  by  themselves. 

Both  at  Tacow  and  Stikine  likewise  at  Fort  Simpson  some  sea  otters  and 
land  furs  have  been  collected  which  the  Russian  American  Company  think 
the"  have  a  claim  to  under  the  provisions  of  the  agreement  of  the  6th  Feb. 
1839  and  as  the  article  is  not  quite  distinct  an  wjuitable  adjustment  of  the 
matter  has  been  made  with  Uovr.  Etoline  which  lias  removed  all  ditticulty 
on  the  subject.  \\y  that  arrangement  it  has  been  tt;ireed  that  the  Russian 
American  Company  shall  give  up  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  at  cost 
prices  all  the  continental  furs  taken  by  them  to  the  Southward  of  Cross 
Sound,  an«l  th;it  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  shall  in  like  manner  give  up 
to  the  Russian  American  Company  at  cost  prices  the  furs  brought  by 
Indians  belonging  to  the  Russian  Islands  anr'  there  being  a  question  as  to 
whether  certain  Indians  the  11  oona(|uanayso'  Cross  Sound  reside  principal  y 
on  the  continental  shores  or  the  Islands,  it  has  been  agreed  that  any  s^-a 
Otters  traded  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  from  them  slwll  be  pxchanged 
with  the  Russian  American  Company  for  Beaver,  after  the  rate  of  9^  full 
sized  Beaver  for  one  full  sized  sea  Otter  skin. 

Under  the  strict  letter  of  the  agreement  I  am  not  clear  that  we  could 
claim  these  skins  but  Covi.  Etholine  acceded  to  the  arrangement  already 
mentioned  in  consideration  of  the  Russian  American  Company  benefitting; 
by  the  trade  of  the  Indians  of  the  Alsacho  River,  which  empties  itself  into 
Port  Francois  alx»ut  40  to  50  miles  North  of  Cajie  Spencer  under  tlie 
impression  that  those  Indians  make  their  hunts  to  the  S.E.  of  a  supposed 
lino  drawn  from  Cape  Spencer  to  Mount  Fairweather  whereby  those  hunt- 
would  belong  by  the  agreement  of  Feby  1839,  to  the  Iluflson's  Bay  Company. 

When  the  arrangement  by  which  we  became  possessed  of  the  Russian 
territory  to  the  Northward  of  I^t :  54°  was  tirst  entere<l  into,  it  was  in 
contemplation  t<i  form  a  chain  of  posts  along  the  Coast  up  to  the  outlet  ot 
Cross  Sound  and  from  those  establishments  to  form  outposts  in  the  Interior, 
under  an  impression,  that  the  country  l>etween  the  Coast  and  the  Rocky 
M(nintains  was  of  much  greater  extent,  nufre  numerously  iidiabited,  and 
more  valuable  than  we  have  since  ascertiiined  it  to  l>e.  There  are  only  two 
streams  of  any  magnitude  falling  into  the  ocean  between  the  Russian 
Southern  Boundary  and  Capo  Spencer,  those  are  the  Stikine  and  Tacow 
Rivers,  the  former  l)eing  navigable  in  seasons  of  high  water  for  about  40 
to  50  miles  by  the  steam  vessel  and  afterwards  by  canoe,  and  the  latter  by 
small  craft  only.  There  is  a  range  of  mountains  running  along  the  Coiust, 
extending  inland  aliout  fiO  miles  beyond  which  there  is  a  district  of  level 
country  partially  wooded  but  as  there  are  few  lakes  in  the  interior  it  is 
difficult  of  settlement,  except  in  a  direct  line  lietween  the  great  chain  of 
Rocky  Mountains  and  the  Coast;  and  as  the  Coast  Indians  are  inconstant 
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coiiiniunicatiun  wilh  thuso  of  tlie  interior,  it  is  not  supposed  that  the 
pi-eseiice  of  eMtablishntents  would  tend  luaterially  to  increiise  the  quantity 
of  furs  at  present  collected  so  that  all  idea  of  occupying  the  interior  country 
with  postH,  during  the  existence  of  the  present  arrangeiaeut  with  the  Rus- 
sians is  now  abandoned.  I  have  little  douht  that  our  Russian  neighbours 
will  be  {i;l(id  to  prolong;  the  arrangement  beyond  the  expiration  of  the  ten 
years  as  independent  of  other  considerations  it  would  be  a  means  of  avoiding 
competition  in  trade  with  the  Hon.  Company,  which  they  are  well  aware 
would  be  highly  injurious  to  them  ;  but  should  they  alter  their  present 
view  of  the  subject  and  object  to  an  extension  of  the  arrani;eiuent  beyond 
the  year  18.")0  it  will  in  that  case  be  advisable  to  estiiblish  three  posts 
in  the  interior,  say  one  from  40  to  50  miles  up  the  Stikine  River  ;  another 
on  the  banks  of  a  river  falling  into  the  head  of  Lynn's  Canal,  where  we 
should  Ije  well  receivetl  by  the  Chilca?  uition,  and  a  third  un  the  banks  of 
a  lake  situated  irdand  from  Admiralty  or  JSehren's  Inlet,  near  the  northern 
British  boundary  at  Mount  St.  Klias  where  our  presence  and  high  oppasition 
prices  would  greatly  disturb  the  Russian  trade  as  far  North  as  Cook's 
Inlet — sueli  a  measure  however,  I  hope  will  not  Ite  necesoary,  as  the  Rus- 
sian American  Company  must  be  well  aware  that  they  benefit  by  the  gooti 
feelinir  arisi\ig  from  the  existing  arrangement  whereas  a  discontinuation 
thereof  would  bring  us  in  collision  with  tlum  by  which  their  interests 
would  be  greatly  affected. 

TIm!  trade  of  the  North  West  Co<ist  which  need  not  under  any  circum- 
stances be  ever  estimated  at  more  than  10,000  Jieaver  and  Otter,  besides 
small  furs  is  understood  to  be  that  of  the  Coast  and  islands  extending 
Northwards  from  Point  Mudge  which  is  situaU'd  inside  of  Vancouver's 
Island  in  iiboiit  Lat.  ')0"  Fort  Simpson  being  tlie  most  central  point  and 
principal  tistablislmient  upon  that  Coast  is  con.sidere<l  the  depot  of  tlie  district 
altliouijli  tlio  outfits  for  the  different  posts  have  heretofore  be^Mi  made  up  at 
Vancouver  and  conveye<l  direct  to  the  establishments,  which  together  with 
the  transport  to  Sitka  has  this  year  been  the  princip  il  employment  of  the 
ban|ue  Columbia,  the  schooner  Cadboro  and  the  IJeiw.er  steam  vessel. 

The  trade  of  the  coast  cannot  with  any  hnpe  <>f  making  it  a  profitable 
business  afford  the  maintenance  of  so  matiy  establishments  as  are  now 
()ccuf>ied  for  its  protection  together  with  the  shipping  re<piired  fir  its  trans- 
port nor  does  it  appear  to  me  that  such  is  necessary  as  I  am  of  the  opinion 
that  the  establishments  of  lAnt  .Mcljf)ughlin.  Stikiiie  it  Ta<;ow  might  be 
abandoned  without  any  injury  to  the  trade  and  that  the  establishment  of 
Fort  .Simpson  alone  with  the  Heaver  Steamer  will  aas  a  r  every  necessary 
and  useful  purpose  in  watihing  and  collecting  the  trade  of  tlie  whole  of 
that  line  of  coast,  the  transport  of  the  supplies  and  the  returns  to  ha 
accomplished  in  one  trip  of  a  .sailing  vessel  from  Fort  Vancouver  to  For'i 
Simpson.  Under  this  arrangement  the  steamer  would  be  constiintl] 
employed  iti  visiting  the  principjil  t radio;;  stations  between  the  tiuakeoltl 
village  in  about  Lai  :  r)0'  30,  to  the  Northward  of  Johnst m 's  Straits  it 
Cape  Spencer,  the  Northern  entranee  of  Cross  Sound.  These  stutions  she 
could  visit  at  statetl  periods  six  tiiues  a  year  which  would  l>e  sufficiently 
often  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  the  trade  and  of  sup|)lying  the  Inilians 
and  would  be  more  convenient  to  the  natives  generally  than  the  permanent 
trading  establishments  now  occupied  which  many  of  the  more  remote 
Indians  are  unable  to  visit  in  some  instances  on  account  of  the  distance, 
and  in  others  from  an  apprehension  of  ditficulty  with  the  home  guanls  of 
tlie  nilVerent  posts,  who  look  upon  such  visits  with  much  jealousy  desirous 
as  they  are  of  having  the  triule  entirely  in  their  own  hands,  by  acting  as 
middle  men  between  the  Fort,  and  those  distant  trilies  in  order  that  they 
may  have  the  lienefit  of  an  agency  by  the  transaction  ;  indeed  I  am  of 
opinion,  that  when  onoe  the  steam  vessel  cumes  into  regular  operation  so  as 
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to  visit  the  diiferent  trading  stations  at  stated  periods,  the  returns  of  the 
Coast  will  mateiially  increase  an  it  will  render  our  intercourse  much  more 
frequent  with  the  natives  than  it  would  otherwise  have  been  and  thereby 
bring  our  supplies  into  more  general  use  among  them  than  they  now  are 
and  consequently  stimulating  them  to  industry.  The  principal  objection  to 
this  extended  alteration  in  the  arrangements  of  the  Coast  trade  is  the 
possibility  of  another  attempt  being  made  to  disturb  it  by  American 
opposition ;  of  that,  however,  I  have  no  apprehension  as  it  is  perfectly 
ascertained  that  the  late  adventurers  upon  the  Cotvst  have  lost  money  by 
their  attemps  upon  the  trade  ;  and  as  they  cannot  afford  a  sacritice  of 
moans  in  what  they  must  know  to  be  a  hopeless  attempt  to  di'  lodge  us  I 
do  not  think  that  they  will  ever  interfere  with  us  again  in  this  quarter. 
But  even  should  they  be  dispo.sed  to  make  the  experiment  it  could  only  be 
on  the  line  of  Const  to  the  Southward  of  Lat ;  54",  which  is  open  to  them 
pending  the  adjustment  of  the  Boundary  Question  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  United  States ;  which  however,  the  establishment  of  Fort  Simpson 
with  the  presence  of  the  Beaver  Uteamcr,  or  any  other  vessel  is  (|uite 
sulHcient  to  protect.  The  country  to  the  Northward  of  Lat :  54",  being 
Russian  territory  is  under  any  circumstances  safe  from  opposition,  beinfj 
protected  both  by  treaty  and  by  the  Russian  American  Company  : — The 
trade  of  that  part  of  the  Coast  say  the  Russian  territory  will  be  more 
elliectually  protected  by  the  Beaver  Steamer  from  any  possible  breach  of 
good  faith  on  the  part  of  our  Russian  neighbours,  than  by  the  posts  now 
occupied  ;  but  I  have  noc  the  least  apprehension  of  any  unfair  dealing  on 
the  part  of  our  neighbours,  on  the  contrary  I  feel  perfectly  satisfied  they 
will  honorably  fulfil  in  spirit  and  to  the  letter  all  their  engagements  with 


us. 


I  have  the  honour  to  lie,  with  much  respect, 
Honblc.  J^irs, 

Your  mo:  obedt.  humble,  servt., 

GEO.  SIMPSON. 
Fort  Vancouveu 
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25th  November,  1841. 

To  the  Governor,  Depy  Govr., 

&,  Committee  of  the 

Honble.  Hudson's  Bay  Company 

1.  HoNBLE  Sirs, — I  had  this  honor  under  date  20th  June  from  Red 
River  Settlement  whence  I  took  my  departure  on  3rd  July  for  the  shores 
of  the  Pacific  prosecuting  my  journey  across  the  Continent  on  horseback, 
instead  of  pursuing  the  usual  canoe  route,  as  from  the  best  information 
that  could  be  obtained  respecting  the  state  of  the  Athabasca  and  Columbia 
Rivers  at  the  period  of  the  season  when  I  should  reach  those  streams,  there 
was  every  reason  to  believe  the  navigation  of  them  then  would  not  only  be 
excreedingly  dangerous  but  impracticable. 

2.  My  route  which  your  honours  can  trace  on  Arrowsmith's  chart  lay 
from  Fort  Garry  in  a  Westerly  direction  to  Fort  Ellice  on  the  banks  of  the 
Assineboi.ne,  where  I  arrived  on  the  7th  July  ;  thence  North  West  to 
Carlton,  on  the  banks  of  the  Saskactchewan,  where  we  arrived  on  the  15th 
of  the  same  month  ;  thence  West  to  Fort  Pitt,  which  we  reached  on  tie 
20th ;    thenoe  W.  N.  W.   to  Edmonton,  likewise  on  the  Saskatchewan, 
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where  we  arrived  on  the  24th.  From  thence  we  took  a  S.  S.  "Westerly 
direction  by  the  head  waters  of  the  Red  Deers  and  Bow  Rivers  crossing 
the  Rocky  Mountains  by  a  pass  in  about  Lat :  50"  30',  which  had  now  for 
the  first  time  benn  travelled  by  Whites.  Thence  we  pa-ssed  through  the 
Kootenais  Country  arriving  at  Fort  Colville  on  the  Columbia  River,  on  the 
18th  August  having  performed  a  land  journey  of  abo'it  1900  miles  in  47 
(lays  out  of  which  we  had  travelled  but  41,  having  been  detained  6  en 
i-oute.  The  country  through  which  we  pansed  from  Red  River  Settlement, 
until  we  reached  the  Red  Deers  River  is  exceedingly  i>enutiful  presenting 
111!  the  varieties  of  Prairie  and  Woodland,  Hill  and  Dale  intersected  by 
rivers  and  lakes  well  adapted  a.s  far  as  soil  admits  for  pastoral  and  agricul- 
tural settlements : — deer,  Buflalo,  and  Wild  Fowl  were  abundant,  and 
although  our  way  lay  through  the  numerous  marauding  Plain  tril)es  many 
of  whom  we  saw,  we  were  allowed  to  pass  unmolested.  Towards  the  Red 
Deers  River  the  country  became  more  hilly  from  whence  across  the  moun- 
tains to  the  Kootenais  Country  it  is  extremely  rugged  and  precipitous  and 
in  many  places  we  found  it  almost  impassable  even  with  light  lu>rses  the 
whole  route  lying  through  thick  forests  deep  mora.sses  and  over  stupendous 
rocks. 

The  party  of  Red  River  settlers  proceeding  to  the  Columbia  who  followed 
us,  were  however  more  fortunate  as  they  fell  in  with  some  Indians  who 
conducted  them  through  a  still  more  Southerly  pass  than  we  puraued,  not 
only  shorter  but  better  in  every  respect  so  that  even  with  families,  and 
encumbered  with  baggage  as  the}'  were  they  effected  the  passage  of  the 
Mountains  with  infinitely  less  labor  and  in  a  shorter  time  than  we  accom- 
plished it. 

From  Fort  Colville  we  descended  the  Columbia  River  by  boat  touching 
at  Okanagan  and  Walla  Walla,  and  arrived  at  Fort  Vancouver  on  the  25th 
August,  six  days  earli?3r  than  by  my  letters  of  last  year  from  England  to  C. 
F.  McLoughlin  I  had  appointed  to  l)e  there. 

3.  It  atlbrds  me  great  satisfaction  to  say  that  I  found  the  bu.'^iness  of  the 
different  establishments  I  visited  on  my  way  from  Red  River  East  of  the 
Rocky  Mountains  in  as  regular  and  prosperous  a  stat«  as  I  had  reason  to 
anticipate  ;  but  having  reported  veiy  fully  on  the  affiJrs  of  the  llonble. 
Company's  territories,  previous  to  my  departure  from  Red  River  I  shall 
here  confine  myself  to  those  matters  tu  which  my  attention  has  been 
directed  since  I  have  been  on  the  Western  side  of  the  Continent. 

4.  After  crossing  the  mountains  the  first  permanent  establishment  I 
visited  was  Fort  Colville  which  is  intended  to  protect  and  collect  the  trade 
of  the  Upper  Columbia  and  of  the  Kootonais  and  Flat-head  countries  which 
lie  to  the  South  and  West  of  that  post. 

I  am  concerned  to  say  the  returns  are  gradually  diminishing  from  year 
to  year :  this  arises  from  no  want  of  attention  to  the  management  of  the 
district  but  from  the  exhausted  state  of  the  country  which  has  lx;en  closely 
wrought  for  many  years  without  any  intermission.  In  the  present  unset- 
tled state  of  the  Boundary  Line  it  would  be  impolitic  to  make  any  attempt 
to  pre.serve  or  recruit  this  once  valuable  country  as  it  would  attract  the 
attention  of  the  American  trappers,  so  that  there  is  little  prospect  of  any 
amendment  taking  place  in  its  afJairs.  Here  there  are  many  extensive 
tracts  of  cnuritry,  well  adapted  for  coloni7ation  and  at  Colville  there  is  an 
excellent  farm  yielding  bountiful  harvests  of  maize,  wheat  and  other  crops. 

5.  Okanagan  the  next  station  I  visited  is  an  outpost  from  the  establish- 
ment of  Thompson's  River  maintained  more  for  the  puipoie  of  facilitating 
tr\e  transport  business  of  that  post  and  New  Caledonia  than  for  trade  as 
there  are  few  or  no  Fur  bearing  animals  in  the  surrounding  country. 
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G.  I  wuH  concerned  to  iearn  whil.jt  paHsing  UkniiKgan  that  the  dinaffec- 
tioii  uf  the  IiK^iiins  between  that  Plucu  and  Hvvi  Caledonia  which  bos 
8hoM  n  itHHlt  .  >re  coinfapiiUuuHly  since  the  death  of  ttic  hite  C.  F.  Black 
than  pi'i'viously  had  nut  yet  Hubsidtnl  and  that  every  plan  wliich  had  been 
formed  fur  apprehending  the  axHONHin  hod  failed.  This  unfortunate  Htate  of 
atVairH  it  is  tliuught  ha.s  arisen  from  an  ill-judged  forl)earancu  un  our  part 
in  nit  puniHhing  many  caKsefi  uf  misuouduvt  (.such  as  liorHO  thieving  pilfer- 
ing from  oiicauipments  i^-c)  which  have  l>ei  n  c«)mmitted  by  the  natives  of 
late  years,  a  forljcaranco  they  ascribe  to  HhyncHS  or  timidity  instead  of  the 
proper  !au8e  a  disinclination  to  have  recourHe  to  measures  or  severity. 
ProsiuuMiK  on  this  laxity  of  diHcipline  they  have  day  by  day  become  more 
daring  until  now  that  it  is  considered  a  service  of  danger  even  to  pasH 
through  the  country  and  can  only  bo  attempted  in  strong  parties.  The 
coiiiplement  of  people  in  this  district  has  l)een  considerably  increaseil,  with 
a  \iew  of  restoring  go<Kl  order  and  with  the  hope  that  more  effective 
measures  may  \>e  adopted  for  the  apprehending  of  the  murderer  of  Mr. 
lUack  <is  if  he  be  allowed  to  remain  at  largo  unpunished  the  impression  it 
would  leave  on  the  minds  of  the  natives  might  prove  dangerous  to  the 
peace  of  the  country  and  the  lives  and  projxirty  of  the  white  population. 

7.  It  had  Ijeen  arranged  that  1  should  meet  C.  F.  Ugden  at  Okanagan 
but  from  letters  i  receive  d  from  that  gentleman  it  appeared  he  had  pre- 
ceedtnl  to  New  Caledonia  a  few  weeks  previtiusly,  with  his  outfit  and  people 
being  unwilling  in  the  present  disturbed  state  of  the  country  through  which 
they  had  to  pass  to  intrust  so  important  a  charge  to  other  hands.  Mr. 
Ogden's  report  on  the  affairs  of  New  Caledonia  is  by  no  means  so  favorable 
OS  could  be  wi<-he<l,  the  returns  of  this  once  valuable  district  having  fallen 
off  materially  during  the  few  past  outfits.  There  hius  been  a  gradual 
diminution  in  the  cjuantity  of  beaver  and  otter  traded  for  several  years  pa.st 
but  this  is  the  natural  result  of  the  exertions  that  have  l>een  made  to 
pros(!CUte  tiie  trade  with  vigor  with  the  double  object  of  benefitting  by  in)- 
mediate  results,  and  of  remlering  the  country  less  inviting  to  the  numerous 
United  States  trapping  partie.n,  who  formerly  threated  to  overrun  the  whole 
of  the  accessible  country  on  the  west  side  of  the  Mountains. 

There  has  also  been  a  great  diminution  in  the  articles  of  Lynx  and 
Martens  during  the  last  two  years  which  has  caused  a  rapitl  decline  on  the 
profits  of  those  compared  with  the  preceding  outfits.  From  the  knowledge 
which  has  been  acquired  by  experience  of  the  habits  of  those  latt*'r  animals 
however  there  is  every  rea.son  to  believe  that  this  diniinulinn  in  their  num- 
bers is  merely  temporary  arising  either  from  migration  to  other  quarters  or 
from  di.seaso  ;  but  that  as  .soon  as  those  causes  shall  be  removed  they  wil' 
become  lus  plentiful  as  formerly  and  assist  in  retrieving  the  present  unpro- 
ini.sing  aspect  uf  affairs  in  this  district. 

8.  At  Walla  Walla  my  next,  place  of  call  the  business  appeared  to  be  in 
a  regular  satisfactory  state  without  any  material  alteration  having  taken 
place  in  its  condition  as  regards  profits  since  hist  reported  upon.  Informer 
years  anil  until  very  lately  this  was  considered  to  be  a  post  of  danger  beinj; 
sui  rounded  by  several  warlike  and  independent  trilK3s,  who  where  difficult 
of  management  but  I  was  gratified  to  find  that  Iwth  the  natives  and  the 
people  have  improved  greatly  in  each  others'  estimation,  and  that  the  latter 
feel  in  perfect  security  although  the  complement  of  servants  at  the  post  is 
very  small.  I  am  however  concerned  to  say  that  the  e.-^talilishment  soon 
after  I  po-ssed  it  was  destroyed  by  accidental  tire  but  without  any  serious 
loss  having  been  incurred  as  both  the  furs  and  goods  were  saved.  The 
Indians  on  this  occasion  behaved  with  great  propriety  manifesting  much 
regret  at  the  calamity  and  a&brtling  every  assistance  in  their  power  to  save 
the  property.  The  e.stablishnient  was  in  a  very  dilapidated  condition  and 
was  about  to  be  enlarged  and   repaired  qo  that  the  accident  will  be  pro- 
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ductive  of  less  inconvenience  than  nii^ht  be  supiMwed.  It  is  here  my  pain- 
ful duty  to  report  the  nielnnrhdly  lifiith  of  C  T.  I'aiiibrau,  who  lately  had 
oliar^e  of  this  establishment  which  was  occusiont-d  by  an  injury  sustained 
in  riding  a  vicious  honie  ;  the  death  of  that  OentleMian  who  was  a  very 
active  and  ethcient  otlicer  is  a  serious  loss  to  the  JfepHrtiDent. 

9.  Mr.  Pauibran  having  die«l  iM'fore  the  chwe  of  oullit  ItJlO/I,  his  repre- 
sentatives will  bo  entitled  to  a  half  interest  oidy  on  the  current  outfit  w»y 
1841  2  there  is  conse({uontly  .i  half  1  H.'itli  share  vacant  which  can  be  made 
applicable  to  filling  up  the  lull  Chief  Trader's  interest  of  one  of  the  (>entlo- 
men  recommended  for  promotion  by  the  Council  this  year  as  staU'd  in  the 
3Gth  paragraph  of  my  despatch  to  your  Honors  from  Hcd  Uiver  Settle- 
ment in  compliance  with  the  directions  contained  in  the  2:ird  par:  of  your 
despatch  to  myself  of  this  season. 


10.  Two  posts  Forts  Hall  and  lioisee  more  or  le.s.s  de)>endent  upon  Walla 
Walla  have  for  many  years  past  lieen  maintained  in  the  Snake  country  with 
a  view  of  watching  any  trapping  parties  that  might  pre.sent  themselves  from 
the  United  Sta..e8  and  of  encouraging  the  Snake  Nations  to  direct  their 
attention  (which  formeily  was  principally  occupie<l  in  the  liud'alo  chase)  to 
fur  hunting  in  IkjIIi  of  which  oiijects  they  have  been  succes.sful. 

There  is  not  at  present  any  organizeu  Trapping  Kxpidilion  l)elonging  to 
the  United  States  employed  in  the  Snake  countiy,  although  there  are  ^'everal 
stragglitiLc  parties  the  debris  of  other  expeditions  ;  one  of  these  parties 
headed  by  a  Mr.  Frabb  was  this  season  cut  off  by  a  war  party  of  Sioux. 
They  collect  some  fuis  in  the  Uta  countiy  through  which  the  waters  of  the 
Hio  Colorado  pa.ss  to  the  Southward  of  the  Snake  country,  and  on  the  Plutte 
and  other  head  watei-.s  of  the  Missouri.  These  parties  are  principally  out- 
fitted with  go<Kl8  forwarded  to  them  from  St.  Louis  and  ocoasionally  receive 
a  few  supplies  from  Forts  Hall  and  Hoiseo  which  are  thrown  by  us  in  their 
way  and  t»i  which  they  usually  avail  tlieni.selves  paying  for  them  in  furs.  A 
want  of  success  having  of  late  made  them  irregular  in  their  payments  there 
is  some  doubts  that  the  iiierchant.s  of  St.  Louis  who  have  heretofore  outfitted 
them  will  continue  to  provide  them  witli  supplier  it  is  probable  thei-efore 
these  people  will  Ijttcome  dependent  on  the  Compan}'  for  tlie  means  of  follow- 
ing up  their  operations.  Under  these  circumstances  an  arrangement  is  at 
present  contemplated  with  Captain  Ihidger  the  principal  man  among  these 
trappers  by  which  it  is  hoped  their  entire  hunts  may  next  year  fall  into  the 
haixls  of  the  Company.  Should  -such  arrangement  take  efiect  it  would  of 
course  be  necessary  to  make  athances  to  t!ie  party  and  if  they  should  con- 
sider it  more  advantageous  to  their  interests  to  lose  sight  of  the  Company's 
claims  upon  them  and  decamp  wo  should  in  that  case  benetit  by  their 
al)st'nce  and  would  firobably  occupy  some  of  their  lat«!  hunting  grounds  in 
the  Mexican  territory  ;  but  should  they  consider  honesty  the  lietter  policy 
and  come  baik  with  the  view  of  repaying  their  debts  and  getting  a  fresh 
outfit  the  transaction  would  likewise  in  that  case  Iw  prolitable  so  that  our 
dealings  with  these  people  in  either  event  are  likely  to  be  productive  of 
advantage.  Independent  of  the  lienefits  derived  from  our  inteicourse  with 
the  Americans  arising  from  our  occupation  of  the  posts  of  Forts  Hall  «k 
lioisee  the  presence  of  those  establishments  has  stimulated  the  Snake 
Indians  to  industry  in  fur  hunting;  and  as  there  are  lieuver  still  in  the 
country,  we  are  likely  ta  benefit  more  by  the  services  of  the  Natives  which 
will  be  secured  by  the  maintenance  of  those  posts  (at  a  very  moderate 
expense)  for  their  convenience  than  by  the  employment  of  a  trapping 
Expedition  in  the  country  while  the  occupation  of  those  posts  enables  to 
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obtain  more  or  less  of  the  hunts  of  our  late  rivals  in  trade  from  the  United 
Htiitps. 

The  oporiitions  of  these  trappers  being  principally  confined  to  the 
American  territory  east  of  the  Mountains  and  to  the  country  situated  to 
the  Southward  of  Lewis  and  Clarke's  river  and  Eastward  of  the  Bonaven- 
tura  valley,  it  cannot  be  said  th'it  they  injuriously  interfere  with  us  in  any 
shape  ;  but  should  the  mode  of  dealing;  with  these  people  now  contemplated 
be  carried  into  eflfect  they  will  be  in  everything  but  name  the  Honble. 
Company's  servants  or  iiunters. 

1 1.  The  Snake  Country  and  its  atTairs  which  until  they  fell  under  the 
direction  of  C.  F.  McLaughlin  were  in  a  very  di.sor>{anized  state  and  pro- 
ductive of  m  )re  loss  tiian  <{aiti  have  for  several  years  pivst  been  managed 
with  so  much  judgment  and  address  that  they  have  been  a  source  of  profit 
while  in  vcsrv  many  instances  ihcy  have  been  ruinous  to  the  United  iStates 
adventurers  who  in  this  (|uartur  entereJ  the  lists  against  us,  and  the  want 
of  success  that  attended  their  exertions,  frustrat«'d  many  plans  that  had 
Ixjcn  laid  both  in  Boston  and  St.  Louis  of  wresting  from  the  Honble.  Com- 
pany tho  advantages  they  M'ere  deriving  from  their  exertions  on  this  side 
of  the  continent. 

12.  Resuming  the  narrative  of  our  voyage.  We  took  our  departure 
from  Walla  Walla  remaining  there  but  a  few  hours  and  on  the  25th  August 
arrived  at  Fort  Vancouver  where  the  Intermittent  Fever  was  prevailing  as 
usual  at  this  season  of  the  year.  Besides  C.  F.  McLaughlin  &.  Douglas  and 
the  other  officers  and  people  belonging  to  the  Establishment  I  here  found 
Commodore  Wilkes  Captain  Hudson  and  other  officers  of  the  United  States 
Discovery  Expedition.  Three  of  the  five  discovery  vessels  were  in  the 
river  say  the  Porpoise,  Sloop  of  War  the  Flying  Fish  tender  and  the  Oregon 
(late  Thomas  Perkins)  store  ship. 

The  Peacock  sloop  of  War  had  been  totally  lost  on  the  Columbia  Bar  a 
few  weeks  previous  to  my  arrival  but  the  officers  and  crew  were  providen- 
tially saved  ;  and  the  Vincennes  Corvette  had  proceeded  from  Puget  Sound 
direct  to  San  Francisco  there  to  await  the  arrival  of  Commodore  Wilkes  with 
the  other  vessels.  The  Expedition  was  preceded  by  the  Schooner  Wave 
with  supplies  from  the  Sandwich  Islands.  The  Wave  it  will  be  recollected 
was  the  same  vessel  that  had  been  chartered  by  the  Hon.  Company  in  the 
month  of  November  last  for  the  transport  of  goods  to  the  Sandwich  Islands 
and  had  been  rechartered  from  thence  by  Coirimodore  Wilkes  for  the  trans- 
port of  the  supplies  in  question  to  the  Columbia. 

13.  This  Expedition  was  dispatched  by  tho  United  States  Government 
1  -  1838  principally  for  the  purpose  of  discovery  in  the  Antarctic  sea  ;  in 
that  object  it  had  been  successful  inasmuch  as  it  had  on  the  same  day  as  a 
French  Expedition  fitted  out  for  the  like  purpose  but  at  a  distance  of 
several  hundred  miles  discovered  a  continent  in  Lat  :  69°  S.  but  so  com- 
pletely icebound  that  nothing  more  could  lie  known  of  it  than  the  bare 
existence  of  land  of  which  I  beg  to  send  proof  in  a  particle  of  rock  from 
this  land  of  small  promise  taken  off  an  Iceberg.  In  the  course  of  their 
voyage  they  visited  Madeira,  Rio  Janeiro,  Rio  Negro,  Terradel-Fuego,  New 
South  Shetland,  Valparaiso,  Lima  discovered  some  new  Islands  and  sur- 
veyed others  in  the  Pacific  between  the  tropics,  touched  at  Port  Jackson 
from  thence  proceeded  to  the  newly  discovered  continent  which  they  traced 
1800  miles  ;  they  afterwards  returned  to  Port  Jackson  proceeded  to  New 
Zealand,  resumed  their  discoveries  in  the  Polynesian  region,  thence  pro- 
ceeded to  the  Sandwich  Islands  then  to  the  North  West  Coast  of  America, 
touching  at  Puget  Sound  and  the  Columbia  from  whence  they  intended 
proceeding  to  California,  thence  to  the  Sandwich  Islands  thence  to  the 
East  Indies  and  thence  home  via  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  While  the  Expe- 
dition was  with  us  they  surveyed  the  coast  from  Puget  Sound  to  Eraser's 


u 


HUDSON'S  HAY  COMPANY  COHKESI'ONDENCE. 


61 


mce  of 
^o  com- 

le  bare 
Ik  from 

If  their 
^o,  New 
id  8ur- 
taokson 
traced 
10  New 


[tended 

[to  the 

Expe- 

•Vaser's 


Every  civility 
k  attention 
Bhown  to  the 
otticerii. 

Ii«'ttf  r  of 
thitiil<H  from 
the  ocimnio- 
dore. 

Sll|Mlli»H  to 

the  Kxi     "■ 
tioii. 


'([M-di- 


Depnrture 
from  ^'llIlco^l- 
ver  for  the 
N.  NV.  Coant. 


Start  from 
Nisqimlly  in 
Steamer. 


Trade  of  the 

•'staljlish- 

mcnt. 


River  made  BOiiie  partial  surveys  in  the  Strpits  of  Juan  de  Fuca  and 
between  Cape  Flattery  and  the  niuuth  of  the  Columbia  lliver ;  they  like- 
wise surveyed  the  Columbia  from  the  Bar  to  the  cascades  Portage  and  the 
Willamette  up  to  the  Fulls  ;  they  moreover  made  excursions  in  the  Interior 
crossing  from  Pui;et  Sound  to  Okanagau  and  visiting  Forts  Colville  &,  Nez 
Ferc^  crossed  the  Cowlitz  Portage  and  closely  examined  the  country  on  the 
banks  of  the  Willamette  forwarding  a  iand  party  through  the  Buonaven- 
tura  vall«!y  to  San  Francisco. 

14.  Every  civility  and  attention  were  shown  to  Commodore  Wilkes  and 
his  othcers,  and  such  facilities  afforded  him  for  prosecuting  the  objects  of 
the  Kxp*>dition  as  our  means  would  admit ;  and  it  is  satisfactory  to  lie  able 
to  say  that  the  Commodore  seemed  fully  to  appreciate  the  attention  shown 
to  him  and  his  otiicers,  as  will  appear  from  a  letter  addressed  to  C.  F.  M. 
McLouglilin  «fc  Douglas,  copy  of  which  is  her*,  'ith  forwarded.  Both  at  the 
Sandwich  Islands  and  at  the  Columbia  &.  likewise  at  Puget  Sound  the  expe- 
dition received  supplies  from  the  Hon.  Company's  Stores  amounting  at  this 
place  to  about  £3000  and  at  the  Islands  to  £>  for  which  they  paid 
by  drafts  as  advised  in  the  Gist  paragraph. 

15.  Learning  that  the  Beaver  steamer  was  agreeably  to  previous  arrange- 
ment in  readiness  at  Puget  Sound  to  convey  me  to  the  North  West  Coast 
on  a  tour  of  in8[)ection  of  the  posts  in  that  quarter  ;  and  on  a  visit  to  the 
Russian  American  Company's  principal  depot  of  Sitka,  I  took  my  departure 
from  Fort  Vancouver  (after  a  stay  thereof  six  days)  on  the  1st  September 
accompanied  by  C.  F.  Douglas,  touched  at  the  pastoral  establishment  on  the 
Multnomah  island  ascended  the  Cowlitz  River  visited  the  Puget  Sound 
Company's  tillage  Farm  at  the  head  of  that  River,  crossed  the  Cowlitz 
Portage  to  Nisqually,  a  distance  of  from  55  to  60  mdes  and  reached  that 
establishment  on  the  evening  of  the  4th. — but  as  I  shall  in  another  part 
of  t' is  dispatch  have  t<i  notice  the  farming  operations  both  of  the  Hon  : 
Company  and  of  the  Puget  Sound  Company  it  is  unnecessary  here  to  make 
any  remarks  on  that  part  of  the  journey. 

16.  Starting  from  Nisqually  situated  in  Lat :  47°  8'  N.  and  Long  :  122°  2' 
AV,  on  the  shores  of  Puget  Sound  on  the  6th  September  we  proceeded 
Northwards  between  Vancouver's  Island  and  the  mainland  passing  through 
Johnston's  Straits,  Queen  Charlotte's  Sound  and  inside  Colvert's  island  to 
Fort  Mcljoughlin,  situated  on  an  island  near  Mill  Bank  Sound  (the  [K)8ition 
of  which  is  in  Lat  :  52'  6  Long  :  132"  6)  where  we  arrived  on  the  15th 
September  having  of  the  ten  days  occupied  in  getting  from  Niscjually  to 
Fort  McLoughlin  been  detained  wood  cutting,  trading  with  the  Quakeolith, 
Newettee  tribes  and  wind  it  fog  bound  about  half  the  time.  This  estab- 
lishment employing  a  complement  of  12  men  besides  the  otlicer  in  charge 
collects  aboot  1500  beaver  &  otter  besides  small  furs,  the  value  of  the  returns 
being  from  £2500  to  £3000  the  charges  amounting  to  about  £1400  and  the 
nett  profits  to  about  £1 200.  It  is  visited  by  alx)ut  5200  Indians  the  natives 
of  seven  villages  ;  the  trade  extending  from  Smith's  Inlet  in  Lat :  51"  up 
to  Hawkesbury  island  in  about  Lat  :  52'  45' ;  and  interiorly  to  a  range  of 
mountains  that  divides  that  part  of  the  coast  from  the  interior  of  New 
Caledonia.  While  American  opposition  existed  on  the  Coast  the  establish- 
ment of  Fort  McLoughlin  might  have  been  necessary  for  the  protection  of 
the  trade,  but  in  another  part  of  this  dispatch,  I  hope  to  show  that  this 
establishment  may  now  with  others  be  abandoned  without  oither  loss  or 
inconvenience  to  the  business  while  the  saving  that  would  arise  from  such 
abandonment  will  greatly  increase  the  present  profits  of  the  trade  of  the 
Coast,  North  of  Eraser's  River  district. — Fort  McLoughlin  is  principally 
maintained  on  country  provisions  say  Fish  in  great  abundance  and  variety, 
venison  and  potatoes  and  the  natives  who  were  at  one  time  troublesome 
comparatively  peaceable  towards  the  establishment,  more  from  a  feeling 
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that  tliny  aro  to  a  certain  extent  in  our  power  tiian  from  any  K°^  ilinponi- 
tion  towimlN  UH. 

17.  Wn  tiNtlc  our  departure  from  Kort  Mcl<(>Ui<lilinon  tliu  ICttiand  pnHnin^ 
through  I'riiiciHd  Iloyiil'n  k  (Jronvilln  Cjinaln  iind  Chathiim  Hound  arrivwl  ai 
Fort  Siinpnon  thn  following  day.  ThiN  eatabllMhrnent  which  i*  tlm  mont  im- 
portant on  the  Co.i'tt  it  Hituated  in  about  liat  'tX"  ;U'  Ixnig  :  l.'U)"  .'18'  n»'Hr 
DuiidaR  iHland  and  ilori*'  upon  tlm  Houthnrn  lluHHian  Boundary.  It  it 
vifliU'd  ))y  a  groat  many  Indian;,  occupying  thn  Islands  and  continental 
Hhon*'^  to  a  conHidiM-alilo  distam'c  among  whom  aro  tho  inhultitantM  of  fivo 
villages  on  iho  inaiidand  ;  likowiMu  Ijy  the  natives  of  (juorn  CharlottoH 
Inland,  thn  inhabitants  r)f  TomgasH  aiul   by    thost*  of   Kygarnie  one  of  thn 

^  ixlands  formin,'  tho  IVinco  of  VValeH  Arehipniago  (Kussiin  IVrritory)  in  all 
a  po|)ulation  of  about  1 1000  houIh.  From  this  will  bo  Heon  tliat  thn  lango 
of  its  trade  is  very  great  an<l  if  the  oxinting  arrangnment  with  our  llusitian 
nnighlHiurs  had  not  l)o«'n  entered  int^>,  opposition  priees  would  have  drawn 
to  Fort  Simpson  a  considerable  portion  of  the  furn  now  colleeted  at  Htikine. 
Tlu!  retmns.  The  [)resent  returns  am  from  3000  to  1000  Heaver  and  ott«>r,  al>out  .')0  mm 
otter  and  a  large  ipiantity  of  small  furs,  the  gross  amount  Iwing  alN)ut 
£6000  of  wliieh  alKiut  C'lOOO  forms  th>'  amount  of  charges  so  that  the  nett 
revenue  arising  from  this  post  may  l»e  estimated  at  .UUOOO  pr.  annm.  Thn 
establishment  was  in  thn  first  iti.stan<-o  p!ao?<l  at  the  outlet  of  Nasa  Hivcr 
but  thn  situation  being  found  inconv^inient  forsidpping,  it  was  removed  to 
its  present  site  which  is  Inisides  bei>ig  a  good  position  for  watching  our  own 
Northern  and  the  Russian  Soutliern  frontier  Wvill  adapted  for  opfxwing 
both  the  Russians  and  the  Americans  should  sucli  at  any  time  hereafter 
Ijecotne  necessary. 

There  is  a  coini)lement  of  two  otTicers  and  18  Hervants  at  this  post,  where 
the  m(Mins  of  living  aro  abundant,  consisting  principally  of  Fish,  venison,  and 
potatoes  and  a  largo  \yoAy  of  Chimsseans  have  seatecl  themselves  down  in 
the  neighl)ourlHKxl  as  the  home  guards  of  the  Fort.  In  any  point  of  view 
this  is  a  valuable  and  important  establishment  and  ought  by  all  means  to  bn 
maintained  as  the  depot  of  the  Coast  while  we  have  anything  to  do  with  its 
affairs. 

18.  Leaving*Fort  Simpson  on  the  18th  we  immediately  entered  within  the 
Ilussian  Southern  Boundary  and  pa.ssing  through  Canal  de  Rc./eilla 
and  Clarence  Straits  arrived  at  Stikine  on  tlie  20th. 

This  establishment  of  which  we  obtained  possession  on  the  Ist  June  last 
year  (1840)  under  the  arrangement  of  6th  Feby  1839  is  situated  on  the 
North  end  of  the  Duke  of  York's  island  near  Point  Highfield  4  to  h  miles 
South  of  the  Outlet  of  the  Stikine  or  Polly's  River  in  Lat :  56«*  33'  Ixing 
132"  14'  and  was  in  the  first  instance  formed  hereby  the  Russian  American 
Company  in  1833  with  the  view  of  protecting  their  trade  which  they  had 
every  reason  to  suppose  would  lie  endangered  by  the  establishment  which 
the  lion.  Company  then  contemplated  forming  within  the  British  territory 
up  the  Stikine  Hivcr. 

The  post  is  fre<iuented  by  Secatquonay  who  occupy  the  country  nlxtut  the 
mouth  of  the  river  and  the  islands  contiguous  to  and  running  parallel  to  that 
part  of  the  coast.  It  is  likewise  frequented  by  the  natives  of  three  village.s 
situated  on  islands,  to  the  trade  of  which  we  do  not  consider  that  we  have 
any  claim  under  the  existing  agreement.  Nearly  all  the  furs  collected  as 
this  pofct,  which  are  appropriated  by  us  are  brought  from  the  British 
interior  territory  amounting  to  al)out  l.')00  Beaver  k  otter,  besides  small 
furs  estimated  at  about  £3000  of  which  £1500  forms  an  item  of  charge  so 
that  the  nett  profitb  of  the  post  are  about  £1500  pr.  annum.  The  furs 
appropriated  by  us  are  principally  traded  by  the  Secatquonayo  from  the 
Niharnies  and  other  Indians  of  the  Interior  some  of  whom  have  been  teen 
at  the  Establishment  in  the  McKenzie  River.     The  Secatquonays  meet 
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thoRn  TnrlinnH  for  thn  purpoHn  of  bnitpr  aliout  IfiO  tnilnfl  (ii<*tnnt  frnin  tho 
(><>nNt,  wh<'n>  i\w  Nihnrni(>M  hnvi*  n  villin^n  alMiut  60  iiiileN  ilmtimt  from 
De(iH<''H  Ii«k«  wliioh  plaw  they  viMitwl  in  IM38  9.  Nearly  all  tim  furn  col- 
|pct<>(|  at  Mtikinn  are  ohtaitieil  from  the  NiliariiieH  at  that  villa^o  which  in  a 
great  nHJiinK  rcndfr.vouH  and  is  during;  th<>  HiihinK  Heawm  vinitod  Ity  all  the 
IndianH  of  the  noiMhlMMirluMKl.  Thi*  complomcnt  of  |>4>opl«at  tlilH  I'stahlJMh- 
ment  in  2  ulficprN  and  18  men,  which  notwithHtandin^  the  k(><mI  clisposition 
nhown  hy  the  Indiann  cannot  with  safety  Im  r«'<luue<l.  Tho  |M)st  is  niiiin- 
taintHJ  hy  (IhIi  and  voninon  which  are  procure<l  in  great  ahundanco  fn»rn 
the  nativpH  at  a  very  choa|)  rate. 

19.  We  remain)*d  at  Htikine  hut  a  few  hnurn  taking  ourdcparttire  thence 
on  thn  afterniK)n  of  the  20ih  and  pa^Hin^  throui;h  Wrant^ells  StriiitH  and 
Princn  Fn^leriik's  Smind  arrived  at  Tacnw  oii  lln'  li'Jnd.  This  eHtal>lit*h 
ment  is  Kituatinl  in  hat:  *>8  4'  l<on^  133  l'>  and  wa-i  itiiendetl  to  liave 
iK'eri  placed  at  the  month  of  the  Tacow  Hiver  hiil  no  fnvoralih*  situation 
having  iMMm  found  for  an  estaliiinhinent  there,  it  wa-  .  i  '"ted  on  its  present 
site  on  tht!  mainlatid  iM-twjM'n  two  riveis:  the  Sitko  ai  <  I'acow,  al'out  |.'» 
milefl  diHtaiit  from  each.  It  in  fre<|uented  hy  a  •{reat  inajiy  ln<lianN  occupy- 
ing the  continental  Hhore,  Iwt.li  to  the  NorthwanI  ""kI  Honthward,  lilrcwise 
hy  some  f»f  the  Islan<ler.s  ;  in  all  from  4000  to  T"  )  souis  are  more  or  less 
dependent  upon  this  est'ihlishment  for  their  supplies,  '"he  icturns  of  the 
jMist  f^uM.  were  aUmt  1400  IJeaver  and  Ottc?  hesirh.s  ,ii>  'i|  furs  yieldins;  a 
profit.  Ill  iilstut  £l(/00  hut  from  tlu  growin;{  industry  /  the  huiians  to  the 
Northward  arising  from  llieir  lM>ing  more  regularl}  .uipii'ie<l  with  yiKjdsthan 
heretofore  it  is  exp<>cted  that  the  returns  will  next,  year  nmount  to  al>t)Ut 
1800  to  2000  Heaver  and  ( )tter. 

The  estahlishment  is  surrounded  hy  a  village  cotitaining  from  300  to  400 
I'Vn.'iiun ' '  "^  Indians  who  have  recently  shown  a  dis|X)sitiMn  to  ho  troulilcsome,  more 
from  a  jealousy  of  the  encouragement  alVordwl  hy  us  to  other  trihes  than 
from  any  hostile  feeling  towards  oui-selves,  un  the  contrary  they  likewise  all 
the  Indians  in  the  neighhourlxMNl  of  tht^  diiferent  estahlishments  are  very 
much  pleased  to  have  us  settled  among  them,  as  our  presence  alFords  them 
protection  to  a  cerUiin  degree  from  their  enemi«'s  while  they  Itenetlt  in  niariv 
other  respects  hy  our  intercturse  with  them.  The  complement  of  people  at 
this  estahlishment  is  2  otlicers  and  22  men.  It  is  principally  maintained 
«m  venison,  got  here  as  at  the  other  estahlishment."  on  the  t'oast  »t  so  cheap 
a  rate  from  the  natives  that  we  ahsolutely  make  a  profit  on  our  consumption 
of  provisions,  the  skin  of  the  animal  selling  for  much  more  than  is  paid  for 
the  whole  carcase.  Nearly  all  the  returns  collecUnl  at  this  estahlishment 
are  hrought  from  the  Hritish  t^'rritory  inland  of  the  Russian  line  of  clemar 
cation  running  paiallel  with  the  coast,  and  tradi^d  hy  the  coast  Indians 
from  those  i  ihabiting  the  interior  country  very  few  being  hunted  hy  them- 
selves. 

20.  Moth  at  Tacow  and  htikine,  likewi.se  at  FortSimpson  some  sea  otter  and 
land  furs  have  l»een  collected  wliich  tlie  Russian  American  Company  think 
they  have  a  claim  to  under  the  provision  of  the  agreement  of  Oth  I'ehy 
1839,  and  as  the  article  is  not  quite  distinct  an  equitable  tuljustment  of  the 
matter  has  nuule  with  Qovr.  Etoline  which  has  ntinoved  all  dithculty  on 
the  subject.  Hy  that  arrangement  it  .  as  been  agreed  that  the  Russian 
American  Conipany  shall  give  up  to  the  Hudstrn's  May  Com|)any  at  cost 
prices  all  continental  furs  taken  by  them  to  the  souii-ward  of  Cn>88  Sound, 
and  that  the  Hudson's  May  Company  shall  in  like  manner  give  up  to  the 
Russian  American  Company  at  cost  prices  all  brought  by  Indians  belong- 
ing to  the  Russian  Islands — and  there  btnng  a  question  as  to  whetlier  cer- 
tain Indians  the  Hoonaquonays  of  Cross  Sound  reside  principally  on  the 
continental  shores  or  the  islands  it  has  been  agreed  that  any  sea  Otters 
traded  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  from  them  shall  lie  exchanged  with 
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the  Russian  Aniet- can  Company  for  Beaver  after  the  rate  of  9^  full  sized 
Betiver  for  one  full  sized  sea  Otter  skin.  Under  the  strict  letter  of  the  agreu- 
inent  I  am  not  clear  that  we  could  claim  these  skins  but  Governor  Etolino 
acceded  to  the  arrangement  already  mentioned  in  consideration  of  the 
Russian  American  Company  I>eneHtting  by  the  trade  of  the  Indians  of  the 
Alsache  River  which  empties  itself  into  Port  Francois  about  40  to  r)0 
miles  North  of  Cape  Spencer  under  the  impression  thut  those  Indians  make 
their  hunts  to  the  S.E.  of  a  supposed  line  drawn  from  Cape  Spencer  to 
Mount  Fairweater,  whereby  thoso  hunts  would  belong  to  the  Hudson's 
Hay  Company  by  the  agreement  of  Feby  1839. 

f?l,  Wiien  the  arrangement  by  which  we  became  possessed  of  the  Russian 
territory  to  the  Northward  of  Lat :  f»4"  was  first  enti-red  into,  it  was  in  con- 
templation to  form  a  chain  of  posts  along  the  Coast  up  to  the  outlet  of  Cross 
Sound  and  from  those  establishments  to  form  outposts  in  the  interior,  under 
an  impression  that  the  country  between  the  coast  and  the  Rocky  Mountains 
was  of  much  greater  ext<>nt,  more  numerously  inhabited  and  more  valuable 
than  we  have  since  ascertained  it  to  be.  There  are  only  two  streams  of  any 
magnitude  falling  into  the  ocean  between  the  Russian  Southern  Boundary 
and  Cape  Spencer,  those  are  the  Stikine  and  Tacow  Rivers  ;  the  former 
being  navigable  in  seasons  of  high  water  for  about  40  to  50  miles  by  the 
steam  vessel  and  afterv  ards  by  canoes,  and  the  latter  by  small  craft  only. 
There  is  a  range  of  mountains  running  along  the  coast  extending  inland 
about  60  miles  beyond  which  there  is  a  district  of  level  country  partially 
wooded  but  as  there  are  few  lakes  in  the  interior  it  is  diHicult  of  settlement 
except  in  a  direct  line  between  the  great  chain  of  Rocky  Mountains  and 
the  coast ;  and  as  the  coast  Indians  are  in  constant  communication  with 
those  of  the  Interior  it  is  not  supposed  that  the  presence  of  establishments 
would  tend  materially  to  increase  the  quantity  of  Furs  at  present  collected  ; 
so  that  all  idea  of  occupying  the  interior  country  with  posts  during  the 
existence  of  the  present  arrangement  with  the  Russians  is  now  abandoned. 
I  have  little  doubt  that  our  Russian  neighbours  will  be  glad  to  prolong  the 
arrangement  beyond  the  expiration  of  the  ten  years,  as  independent  of  other 
considerations  it  would  be  a  mpans  of  avoiding  competition  in  trade  with 
the  Hon :  Company  which  they  are  well  aware  would  be  highly  injurious  t(. 
them  but  should  they  alter  their  present  view  of  the  subject  and  object  to 
the  extension  of  the  arrangement  beyond  the  year  1850  it  will  in  that  case 
be  advisable  to  establish  three  posts  in  the  Interior  say  one  from  40  to  50 
miles  up  the  Stikine  River  another  on  the  banks  of  a  river  falling  into  the 
head  of  Lynn's  Canal  where  we  should  bo  well  received  by  the  Chilcat 
nation  ;  and  a  third  on  the  hanks  of  a  Lake  situated  inhind  from  Admiralty 
or  Bchrings  Inlet  near  the  Northern  British  Boundary  at  Mount  St.  Elias 
where  our  presence  and  high  opposition  prices  would  greatly  disturb  the 
Russian  trade  as  far  North  as  Cook's  Inlet.  Such  a  meivsure  however  I  hope 
will  not  be  necessary  as  the  Russian  American  Company  must  be  well 
aware  that  the  benefit  by  the  good  feeling  arising  from  the  existing  arrange- 
ment whereas  a  discontinuation  thereof  would  bring  us  in  collision  with 
them  by  which  their  interests  would  he  greatly  affected. 

'12.  "The  trtvde  of  the  North  West  coast  which  need  not  under  any  circums- 
tances be  overestimated  at  more  than  10,000  Jieaver  it  Otters  besides  small 
furs  is  understood  to  be  that  of  the  coast  and  islands  extending  Northwards 
from  Point  Mudge  which  is  situated  inside  of  Vancouver's  island  in  about 
Lat:  50''-— Fort  Simpson  being  the  most  central  point  and  principal  establish- 
ment upon  that  coast  is  considered  the  depot  of  the  district  although  the 
outfits  for  the  different  posts  have  heretofore  been  made  up  at  Vancouver 
it  conveyed  direct  to  the  establishments  which  together  with  the  transport 
to  Sitka  has  this  year  been  the  principal  employment  of  the  barque  Columbia, 
the  Schooner  Cadboro  and  the  Beavsr  steam  vessel. 
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Til!  tr:«il.-  iif  23.  The  trade  of  the  Coast  cannot  with  any  hope  of  making  it  a  profitable 
[|"  .j^i'^J!,) ',''"' business  afl'ord  the  maintenance  of  so  many  establishments  as  are  now 
iiiiiiiitniii  H(i  occupied  for  its  protection  together  with  the  shipping  required  for  its  trans- 
miiny  imsts.  po^t,  nor  does  it  appear  to  me  that  such  is  necessary  as  I  am  of  opinion 
that  the  escahlishinents  of  Fort  Mcljoughlin,  Stikinn  it  Tacow  might  be 
abandoned  without  any  injury  to  the  trade  and  that  the  establishment  of 
Fort  Simpson  alone  with  the  Heaver  steamer  will  answer  every  necessary 
und  useful  purpose,  in  watciiing  and  collecting  the  trade  of  the  whole  of 
that  line  of  coast  the  transport  of  supplies  and  returns  to  be  accomplished 
in  one  trip  nf  a  sailin},'  vessel  from  Fort  Vancouver  to  Fort  Simpson.  Under 
this  arrani^enient  the  steamer  would  be  constantly  employed  in  visiting  the 
principal  trading  stations  between  the  Quakeolth  village  in  about  Lat  :  .'iO* 
30'  to  the  Northward  of  Johiistcm's  Straits  and  Cape  Spencer  the  Northern 
entrance  of  Cross  Sound.  Tlx'se  stations  she  could  visit  at  state<I  periods 
six  times  a  year  wiiich  would  be  sufficiently  often  for  the  purpose  of  col- 
lecting the  tnule  and  of  sui)|>iying  the  Indians  and  wnuld  be  more  convenient 
to  the  natives  generally  I  linn  the  permanent  trading  establishments  now 
occupi' d  which  many  of  the  mfne  remote  Indians  are  unable  to  vir.It  \n 
some  instances  on  account  of  the  distance  and  in  others  from  an  apprehen- 
sion of  (litHculty  with  the  lioine-gufirds  at  the  diflerent  posts  who  look  u(X)n 
such  visits  with  mudi  jealousy  desirous  as  tlu^y  are  of  having  the  tnule 
entirely  in  th'ir  own  hands  by  acting  as  middlemen  i)etweeii  the  Fort  and 
those  rlistant  tribes,  in  firder  that  they  may  have  the  benefit  of  an  agency 
by  the  transaction  :  indet-d  I  iiin  ot  the  opinion  that  when  once  the  steam 
vessel  comes  into  regular  operation  so  as  to  visit  the  different  trading 
stations  at  stated  periods  the  returns  of  the  coast  will  materially  inorea.se 
as  it  will  rerulcr  our  intcicoursc  much  more  freijucnt  with  the  natives  than 
it  would  otliciwise  he.  and  tlicrehy  bring  our  supplies  into  more  general 
use  among  them  than  they  now  are,  and  conseiiuently  stimulating  them  to 
industry. 

21.  The  princifial  objection  to  this  extended  alteration  in  the  arrangements 
of  the  coast,  trade  is  tl.c  possibility  of  another  attempt  being  made  to  dis- 
turb it  by  American  op|.ositiot> :  of  that  however  1  have  no  apprehension 
as  it  is  perfectly  ascertaineil  that  the  late  adventurers  upon  the  Coiist  have 
lost  money  by  their  attempts  upon  the  trade,  and  as  they  cannot  afford  a 
saeiiliee  of  means  in  what  lliey  must-  know  to  !>(>  a  hop(>less  attempt  to  dis- 
lodire  us,  1  do  not  think  they  will  ever  interfere  with  us  again  in  this 
(|iiarter.  Hut  even  should  they  be  dispo.sed  to  make  the  experiment  it 
coul'l  (Jiily  lie  on  the  line  of  coast  to  the  Southward  of  Lat  :  .')4,  which  is 
open  lo  them  penoiiiL.'  the  adju^tmiM.t  f)f  the  I'oundary  (|i:estion  between 
(ii'eut  Rritiin  and  tiie  I'nited  Stale's,  which  however  the  establishment  of 
I'ort  Sinipsuii,  with  the  presence  of  the  lieaver  steaniei',  or  any  otiiev  vessel 
is  sufficient  to  protect — The  country  to  the  Northward  of  Lat  :  Til",  being 
Unssian  territory  is  iindi-r  any  .^ir-cu instances  safe  fr-om  opposition  being 
pr-otectod  Ijotli  by  treaty  and  by  the  lUissian  American  Company.  The 
trade  of  that  part  of  the  Ct)ast,  say  the  Russian  territory  will  be  more 
effecttially  pr>tected  by  the  Heaver  steamer  from  any  pos>4ible  breach  of 
good  f.iitii  on  the  pai't  of  our  Russian  neighbours  flian  by  the  posts  now 
occupied  ;  'out  I  have  not  the  least  apprehension  of  any  utifaii-  dealing  on 
the  part  of  our  neiiihbours,  on  the  contrary  I  feel  perfectly  . satisfied  they 
will  honorably  fuUil  in  spirit  and  to  the  letter  all  their  engagements 
with  us. 
Till' suviiiff  '20.  The  saving  that  would  be  effected  by  this  alteration  in  the  mode  of 

'if . ''"l  i' •  ^  conducting  the  business  of  the  Coast  would  amount  to  upwards  of  £1000  p. 
thf  cliai.tr'n  annm.  besides  leaving  the  shipping  disposable  for  other  important  services 
wdiiid  hr         a  portion  of  the  time  now  occupied  in  that  branch  of  trade. 
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In  the  event  26.  It  might  be  urged  that  in  the  event  of  any  accident  occurring  to  the 
d^*tto*U^'  steam  vessel  the  trade  of  the  Coast  to  the  Southward  of  the  Russian 
steamer.  Boundary  Line  would  become  exposed,   but  before  any  opposition  could 

avail  itself  of  our  unprotected  condition  arising  from  that  cause  the  accident 
might  be  repaired,  or  we  should  be  in  a  situation  to  supply  her  place  either 
by  establishing  a  post  or  by  the  presence  of  a  :miling  vessel,  until  another 
steamer  could  be  got  from  England,  as  in  the  ev^ent  of  the  loss  of  the  Beaver 
I  would  strongly  recommend  (notwithstanding  a  difference  of  opinion  on 
this  subject  with  Gentlemen  for  whose  judgment  I  have  a  very  high  respect) 
I  consider  that  another  steamer  should  be  provided  with  as  little  delay  as 
possible — My  reason  for  so  saying  is — that  I  consider  a  vessel  of  that 
description  peculiarly  adapted  for  the  inland  navigation  between  Puget 
Sound  and  Cross  Hound,  and  that  the  transport  business  of  those  inland 
seas  cannot  without  the  assistance  of  a  steam  vessel  be  done  justice  to, 
while  her  presence  in  my  opinion  has  had  more  eftcct  in  overawing  the 
natives  of  the  coast  and  expelling  opposition  therefrom  than  any  other 
means  that  could  have  been  adt)pted. 
Climate  of  the  27.  The  climate  of  the  North  West  Coast  rliffers  very  much  from  that  of 
North  West  j.j^g  country  to  the  Southward  of  l^it :  49  arising  I  conceive  in  additon  to 
the  difference  of  Latitude,  in  a  great  degree  from  the  character  of  the  coun- 
try, wliich  north  of  that  point  is  exceedingly  mountainous  and  the  tops  of 
many  of  the  higher  mountains  covered  with  perpetual  snows ;  while 
North  of  Stikiiie  glaciers  are  to  be  seen  in  many  of  the  vallejs  to  t!ie 
waterside  and  Hoating  ice  in  several  of  the  canals  A:  .Straits  all  the  year 
round — From  our  departure  from  Red  River  Settleiueut  up  to  the  time  of 
our  arrival  at  Stikine  we  had  the  finest  weutlier  that  can  be  well  imaj^inod 
but  there  it  became  wet  and  stormy,  and  at  Tacow  we  were  detained  in 
consequence  thiee  days,  starting  from  thenc(!  on  the  25tli,  and  passinj,' 
through  Stephen's  Passage,  Peril  and  Cliatham  Straits  arrived  at  Sitka  on 
the  26tli  where  we  were  received  with  evei y  mark  of  kindness  and  atten- 
tion by  Governor  Etoline  and  the  otlier  Russian  othcers  at  th  it  establish- 
ment. 

28.  Sitka,  or  New  Arcliangel  situated  in  Norfolk  Sound  in  Lat  :  57' 
Long:  13G'  is  the  great  depot  of  the  Russian  American  Company  from 
whence  nearly  all  its  outposts  and  ilependt'iicics  on  tiit;  North  West  Coast 
likcwi.se  in  the  Aleutian  and  Kurile  Islands  .uf  principally  supplied — He>e 
they  have  a  steam  vessel  whicii  was  originally  intended  as  a  protection  to 
their  trade  from  any  attempt  that  might  be  made  upon  it  by  the  Hon: 
Conij^any  pi'evious  to  the  amicable  arrangement  tliat  has  been  entered  into  ; 
but  being  no  longer  re(|uired  for  that  ouject  it  is  now  principally  employed 
in  Collecting  the  trade  of  the  Islands  and  in  tosving  ilieir  sailing  vessels  out 
of  and  into  harl)t>ur.  She  is  built  upon  the  plan  of  an  Ameiican  River 
boat  and  although  she  cost  from  £oOuO  to  £OUUO,  is  by  no  means  a  good 
Sailing  vessflg  nor  serviceable  vessel.  Tliey  have  moreover  a  small  steam  tug,  with  twelve 
I'liling  vessels  from  120  up  to  3-jO  tons  burden,  employed  in  their  transport 
uusiness  in  the  country  ;  beside.s  a  number  of  small  craft  of  from  10  to  nO 
tons  attached  to  their  ditl'erent  hunting  and  trading  establishments.  The 
large  vessels  usually  winter  at  Sitka  and  during  that  season  there  is  an 
EstiO  ';«h-  establishment  of  people  at  that  place  of  exceeding  400  otHcers  and  servants, 
mentof  i«H)ple  ^iji^h  with  families,  makes  the  population  of  Sitka  upwards  of  1200  souls 
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independent  of  a  numerous  Indian  village,  situated  immediately  under  the 
guns  of  the  forts. 

29.  Theinodeof  conductingtheirbusinessdiffers  verymuch  from  that  which 
we  pursue  being  characterized  by  a  formal  routine  and  display,  in  humble 
imitation  of  a  Government  establishment,  admitting  in  my  opiiuon  of  many 
improvements  and  of  curtailments  or  reductions  which  of  themselves  would 
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produce  a  very  considera'.id  gain  in  the  shape  of  savings.     Their  entire 
collections  both  on  the  American  and  Asiatic  shores  are  about 
1000  sea  otters 
13000  Fur  seals 
12000  Beaver 

5000  Land  Otters  of  which   2000  are  the  rent  paid  by  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Coy  for  the  Russian  territory  held  by  them 
Small  furs 
10000  sea  Horse  Teeth. 
Their  tariff  of  trade  ia  very  nearly  the  same  as  ours  but  notwithstanding 
the  terms  of  the  convention  between  Great  Britain  and   Russia  of  Feby 
1825  I  find  that  a  considerable  quantity  of  spirituous  liquors  is  disposed  of 
by  them  to  Indians  in  barter  for  both  furs  and  provisions.     We  have  dis- 
continued the  use  of  that  article  upon  the  Coast  as  a  medium  of  barter 
except  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Russian  establishments  ever  since  the 
Americans  have   withdrawn,  and   the    natives   are   become    so    perfectly 
reconciled  to  the  privation  that  in  the  whole  course  of  my  travels  this  season 
where  the  use  of  it  was  discontinued,  I  only  heard  one  enquiry  respecting 
the  article  of  Rum.     With  a  view  to  the  wellbeingof  the  Indian  population 
of  the  coast  and  to  guard  as  much  as  possible  against  even  the  semblance  of 
competition  I  suggested  to   Governor  Etoline  that  the  use  of  spirituous 
liquors  should  \te  discontinued  by  both  parties  on  a  date  that  may  hereafter 
be  agreed  upon  previous  to  the  31st  December  1843,  and  I  have  much  satis- 
faction in  saying  that  he  readily  assented  to  this  arrangement. 

30.  All  the  furs  collected  by  our  Russian  neighbours  are  sent  to  Ochotsk 
where  they  are  made  up  for  the  Russian  and  Chinese  markets.  The  article 
of  sea  horse  teeth  cannot  bear  the  charge  of  inland  transport  they  therefore 
retain  the  collections  of  that  article  until  opportunities  cast  up  every  third 
or  fourth  year  of  sending  them  by  sea  to  St  Petersburg  and  as  so  large 
a  quantity,  imported  at  one  time  naturally  gluts  the  Russian  market,  they 
aie  willing  either  to  enter  into  a  contract  with  the  Hon  :  Company  for  the 
sale  of  half  their  annual  collections  at  a  price  that  may  be  agreed  upon  or 
to  send  that  quantity  by  our  annual  ship  for  England  on  freight  as  a  con- 
signment to  be  disposed  of  by  the  Company  on  their  account  and  with  that 
view  about  half  a  ton  is  now  forwarded  as  a  specimen  of  the  quality  of  the 
ivory.  I  could  not  learn  that  the  hides  of  those  animals  have  ever  been 
sent  to  market :  they  are  very  thick  and  heavy  and  might  I  think  Iks  applied 
to  some  useful  purpose  in  England.  A  few  of  them  are  therefore  sent  by 
the  barque  Columbia  on  account  of  the  Russian  American  Company  and  if 
they  clear  anything  lieyond  the  cost  of  transport  and  charges  they  will  for- 
ward on  freight  for  sale  in  England  by  the  Company's  annual  ship  from 
5000  to  6000. 

31.  Governor  Etoline  informed  iiie  that  there  was  a  negotiation  at  present 
in  progress  between  the  Russian  American  Company  and  the  Imperial 
Government  with  a  view  to  placing  the  Civil  Government  of  Kamschatka 
in  the  hands  of  the  Company  and  of  affording  them  the  exclusive  right  of 
the  importation  and  sale  of  foreign  produce  and  manufactures  to  the  inhabi- 
tants, Hkewise  the  exclusive  right  of  trading  and  hunting  furs  on  the  coast 
it  in  the  interior  of  that  Province.  Should  that  arrangement  take  eflfect  of 
which  Govr.  Etoline  did  not  entertain  the  smallest  doubt,  he  said  in  that 
case  a  further  quantity  of  grain  say  about  10,000  Bushels  Wheat  would  be 
required  from  the  Country  with  the  annual  cargo  of  British  produce  and 
manufactures  from  England  equal  to  400  tons,  200  of  which  would  be 
required  for  Sitka  and  the  other  200  for  Kamschatka ;  and  that  whether  the 
arrangement  with  respect  to  Kamschatka  be  carried  into  effect  or  not  they 
will  require  by  the  Company's  annual  ship  about  200  tons  British  produce 
and  manufactures  from  and  after  the  shipment  of  1842. 
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The  Governor  expressed  himself  as  highly  satisfied  with  the  Otter  skins 
that  had  bfjen  received  by  them  from  the  Company  in  fulfilment  of  the 
contract  of  sale  entered  into,  likewise  with  the  wheat  and  other  agricul- 
tural produce  that  had  been  delivered  under  the  same  contract,  for  which 
payment  had  been  duly  made  by  his  Bills  on  St.  Petersburg  transmitted  : 
so  that  I  am  in  hopes  our  present  dealings  with  our  Russian  neighbours 
from  which  the  country  derive  important  advantages,  are  but  an  earnest  of 
future  and  more  extended  l)URiness  operations,  and  ns  I  hope  to  see  Govr. 
Etoiine  again  on  my  way  to  Siberia,  and  Baron  Wrangell  and  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  Rui^sian  American  Cumpany  as  I  pass  through  St.  Peters- 
burg it  is  more  than  probable  that  further  exteadfKl  business  tran.sactions 
may  be  determined  upon  previous  to  my  return  to  England. 

32.  The  Russian  American  Company  have  not  yet  abandoned  their 
establishment  of  Bodega  in  California  bmng  unable  to  effect  a  sale  of  their 
buildings  and  stock  ;  that  stock  consists  principally  of  sheep,  cattle,  horses, 
Agricultural  implements,  kc  all  of  which  has  for  some  tin)e  past  been 
ottered  for  sale  at  the  round  sum  of  30,000  dollars.  Govr.  Etoiine  however 
foreseeing  the  ditticulty  of  obtaining  payment  should  a  sale  \ye  ejected  to 
any  of  the  people  in  Calitornia  said  he  should  feel  disposed  to  accept  a 
much  lower  price  from  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  the  whole  might  be  purchased  at  from  15000  to  20,0C0  dollars.  The 
Russian  American  Company  acniit  that  they  have  no  title  to  the  soil 
beyond  that  which  they  have  acquired  by  occupation  ;  this  the  Mexican 
Government  does  not  recognize  but  they  cannot  dislodge  them,  the  Russian 
fivce  there  having  usually  lieen  150  men,  although  now  that  they  are  about 
to  withdraw  it  is  reduced  to  50.  Bo<lega  is  not  well  situated  for  trade  nor 
is  the  country  well  adapted  for  Agriculture  ;  and  as  any  title  the  Russian 
American  Company  could  give  uj-  would  be  of  no  avail  uiil'^ss  backed  by  a 
force  of  80  to  100  men  I  do  not  see  that  any  good  object  can  be  gained  by 
making  the  purchase  on  any  tenns.  Under  these  circumstances  I  made 
him  no  olfer  nor  did  I  encourage  the  hope  of  our  becoming  purcluisers. 

33.  After  passing  4  days  at  Sitka  where  we  experienced  the  utmost 
kindness  k,  hospitality  we  took  our  departure  on  the  31st  September, 
retracing  our  steps  along  the  coast  and  again  calling  at  Stikine,  Fort  Simp- 
son, (t  Fort  Mclaughlin.  In  coming  through  Johnston's  Straits  we  were 
suddenly  enveloped  in  a  dense  fog  in  a  part  of  the  Straits  not  exceeding 
two  miles  in  breadth  where  there  was  a  tide  way  of  12  to  14  knots  an  hour 
of  which  we  were  the  sport  for  13  hours:  during  this  time  the  vessel  was 
quite  unmanageable  as  we  could  not  see  the  land,  lost  the  best  bower  Anchor, 
disabled  the  small  bower  and  were  unable  from  the  strength  of  the  current 
to  take  soundings  with  two  deep  sea  leadlines  fastened  together  in  places 
where  at  the  slack  of  the  tide  we  afterwards  ascertained  the  depth  of  water 
was  from  "25  to  30  fathoms.  In  the  course  of  those  13  hours  the  current 
hustled  the  vessel  up  and  down  the  Straits  with  incredible  speed  but 
fortunately  there  was  an  ottset  from  the  land  which  kept  her  in  deep  water 
until  the  fog  dispersed,  when  the  steam  was  got  up,  and  enabled  us  to  escape 
from  this  extraordinary  tideway  without  any  other  loss  than  the  Anchor 
in  (juestion,  as  the  injury  done  to  the  other  has  since  been  repaired. 

34.  It  was  my  intention  to  have  gone  into  Eraser's  River  with  a  view  of 
visiting  Fort  Langley  but  being  uncertain  whether  the  ship  by  which  I  was 
to  proceed  to  the  Sandwich  Islands  might  not  be  waiting  for  me  and  being 
unwilling  to  detain  her  I  proceeded  direct  to  Puget  Sound  intending  to 
visit  Fort  I.Angley  on  my  return  to  Sitka  next  Spring.  Fort  Langley  is 
situated  in  Lat :  49'  6',  Ijong  :  122°  47',  a^<^  is  intended  to  collect  the  trade 
of  the  numerous  tribes  inhabiting  the  mainland  coast  and  East  Coast  of 
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an  officer  and  17  men  the  returns  in  furs  amounting  to  about  £2500,  and 
in  salted  salmon  for  market,  say  about  400  barrels  to  about  £800,  the  pro- 
fits on  the  post  being  about  £1600  pr.  annum.  The  estabhshment  was 
destroyed  by  fire  alwut  18  months  ago,  but  has  since  then  been  rebuilt  on 
a  larger  scale.  There  is  an  excellent  farm  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood 
the  produce  of  which  with  fish  and  venison  maintains  the  establishment, 
and  aijsists  in  provisioning  some  of  the  others  on  the  coast.  This  has  for  a 
length  of  time  been  a  very  well  regulated  post  but  as  the  country  has  been 
closely  wrought  for  many  years  the  returns  in  furs  are  gradually  falling  off 
but  the  increasing  marketable  produce  of  the  Fisheries  makes  up  for  that 
deficiency. 

35.  On  our  way  back  to  Fort  Vancouver  where  we  arrived  on  the  22nd 
Octr.  our  voyage  to  ife  from  Sitka  and  the  other  establishments  already 
mentioned,  having  occupied  .52  days,  I  had  another  opportunity  of  visiting 
the  establishments  of  Nisqually  and  the  Cowlitz  Farm  the  former  of  which 
may  be  said  principally  to  be  occupied  &  the  latter  entirely  so  with  the 
affairs  of  the  Puget  Sound  Company.  The  fur  trade  of  Nisqually  extends 
along  the  coast  A  Interior  Country  to  Cape  Flattery,  likewise  to  the  shores 
of  Puget  Sound  it  North  as  far  as  the  Northern  end  of  Whidbey's  Island, 
the  returns  amounting  to  about  £1.500,  the  profits  on  which  is  about  £700 
p.  annm.  The  complement  of  people  chargeable  to  the  Fur  Trade  is  an 
officer  and  6  men  with  4  shepherds  and  herdsmen,  besides  the  occasional 
services  of  Indians  chargeable  to  the  Puget  Sound  Company. 
(36  to  67  paragraphs  follow) 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  much  respect, 
Honblo  Sirs, 
Your  mo  :  obedt.  humble  servt, 

GEO.  SIMPSON 


AGREEMENT 
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Cliarter  Book,  entered  into  with  the  Russian  American  Company  in  reference  to  the  mode 
I'l'-  ^'^-  of  carrying  on  the  trade  on  the  North  VVest  Coast. 

With  a  view  effectually  to  guard  against  the  injurious  consequences  that 
might  arise  from  the  use  of  Spirituous  liquors  in  the  Indian  trade  of  the 
NoHh  West  Coast  it  is  hereby  agreed  by  Sir  George  Simpson  Governor  in 
',  1...^  of  Ruperts  Land,  acting  in  behalf  of  the  Honourable  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  and  His  Excellency  Adolphus  Etoline,  Captain  in  the  Imperial 
Navy  and  Governor  of  the  Russian  Colonies  on  the  North  West  Coast  of 
America  acting  on  behalf  of  the  Russian  American  Company — 

That — no  spirituous  liquors  shall  be  sold  or  given  to  Indians  in  barter, 
as  presents  or  on  any  pretence  or  considerations  whatever  by  the  officers  or 
servants,  belonging  or  attached  to  any  of  the  establishments  or  vessels 
belonging  to  either  concern,  or  by  anv  other  person  or  persons  acting  on 
their  behalf  on  any  part  of  the  North  ,/est  Coast  of  America  to  the  North- 
ward of  Latitude  50',  unless  competition  in  trade  should  render  it  necessary 
with  a  view  to  the  protection  of  the  interests  of  the  Hudson's  Ray  Com- 
pany to  discontinue  this  agreement  in  so  far  as  the  same  relates  to,  or  is 
applicable  to  that  part  of  the  Coast,  to  the  Southward  of  Latitude  54°  40'. 
This  agreement  to  have  effect  from  the  date  hereof  at  New  Archangel  or 
wherever  else  the  Russian  American  Company  have  dealings  with  Indians 
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on  the  North  West  Coast,  and  from  receipt  of  a  copy  thereof  at  the  estab- 
lishments of  Takoi,  Htikine,  Fort  Simpson  and  Fort  McLoughlin. 

Qiven  under  our  hands  and  seals  at  New  Archangel  this  13th  May  1842 

(signed)    GEO.  SIMPSON  (L.S.) 
(signed)     A  ETOLINE  (L.S.) 


Hudson  Bay 
Vol.  15<»2. 


No.  53,  1842. 

Minutes  of  a  Temporary  Council  held  at  Norway  House  Northern 
Department  of  RupertK  Land  which  commenced  on  the  28th  day  of  June 
One  thousand  Eight  Hundred  and  forty  two  for  the  purpose  of  establishing 
such  Rules  &,  Regulations  as  may  be  considered  expedient  for  conducting 
the  business  of  said  Department  and  in  order  to  investigate  the  Trade  of 
last  year  conformably  to  the  provisions  of  a  Deed  Pole  under  the  seal  of  the 
Governor  ond  Company  of  Adventurers  of  England  trading  into  Hudson's 
Bay  bearing  date  the  sixth  day  of  June  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty  four,  at  which  the  following  members  were  present,  vizt.  : 

Duncan  Finlayson,  C.  F.  President. 
Roderick  McKenzie    " 
Donald  Ross  " 

J.  E.  Harriott  " 

William  Todd  " 

Geo.  Gladman  " 


Resolved  Ist. 


67th.  That  in  accordance  with  the  23rd  par  :  of  Govr.  Sir  George  Simp- 
son's Despatch  to  the  Governor  and  Committee  dated  Fort  Vancouver  25th 
Novr.  1841,  Chief  Factor  McLoughlin  take  the  necessary  steps  for  abandon- 
ing the  Posts  of  Fort  McLoughlin  &  Takoo  Summer  1843  and  the  Post  of 
Stikine,  Summer  1844,  and  for  fitting  the  Beaver  Steamer  to  secure  the 
Trade  usually  collected  at  these  abandoned  Es  j.bliahments. 

It  being  considered  in  many  points  of  view  expedient  to  form  a  Depot 
on  the  Southern  end  of  Vancouver  Island. 

68th.  That  an  eligible  site  for  such  a  Depot  be  selected  and  that 
measures  be  adopted  for  forming  this  Establishment  with  the  least  possible 
delay. 

69  th.  That  C.  F.  Ross  be  directed  to  take  the  necessary  steps  to  provide 
and  forward  3000  prime  Otters  and  150  prime  Fishers  by  the  Columbia 
Brigade  this  season  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  our  contract  with  the 
Russian  American  Fur  Company  and  that  C.  F.  Harriott  and  Mr.  Ander- 
son be  particularly  enjoined  to  take  most  watchful  care  of  those  skins  from 
soil  or  damage  of  any  kind  during  the  voyage. 

70th.  That :  C.  F.  Ross  be  further  directed  to  concert  measures  with  the 
Gentlemen  in  the  Southern  Departments  to  procure  from  the  Albany 
District  the  requisite  number  of  Otters  to  complete  th  j  contract  with  the 
Russian  American  Fur  Company  deliverable  at  Fort  Alexander  not  later 
than  the  15th  June,  1843. 

7lth.  That :  C  T.  Hargrave  take  measures  to  get  conveyed  to  York 
Factory  next  ■''j)ring  all  the  prime  Otters  procured  at  Severn  during  the 
current  Outfit  for  the  purpose  of  being  sent  to  the  Columbia  by  the 
Saskatchewan. 
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72nd.  That :  ^nallowance  of  £100  be  made  to  Mr.  John  MoAlIaninaid 
of  the  Boarding  Scliools  under  his  mnnagement  for  the  current  Outfit. 

73rd.  That :  an  allowance  of  £100  he  made  to  Dr.  Gunn  for  medical 
attendance  at  the  Company's  Establishment  at  Red  River  and  on  the 
retired  servants  who  cannot  afford  to  pay  for  such  as  well  as  on  other  pau- 
per settlors  for  the  current  outfit. 

74th.  That:  the  usual  contribution  of  £100  pr.  annum  towards  main- 
taining the  police  Establishment  of  Red  Riv«r  be  continued. 

75th.  That  an  allowance  of  £100  be  made  to  the  Catholic  Mission  of 
R'  1  River  Settlement  with  the  usual  supplies  of  Tea,  Sugar,  tfec  for  the 
current  Outfit, 

76th.  That :  an  allowance  of  £100  be  made  to  the  Catholic  Mission 
under  the  Superintendance  of  the  Revd.  Mr.  Blanchette  in  the  Columbia 
District,  for  tlie  Current  Outfit. 

77th.  That :  Wm.  McKay  P.  M.  be  furnished  with  3  or  4  Indians  and 
the  necessary  implements  for  the  improvement  during  the  Summer  of  the 
Portage  it  River  coniiiiunication  between  York  Factory  and  Norway  House. 
78th.  That  throughout  the  Country  none  but  Spring  Rats  Shall  hereafter 
be  traded  and  that  10  .sucli  Rats  be  considered  eijual  to  a  made  Reaver 
at  all  the  Districts  and  posts  in  the  Northern  Department.  In  compliance 
with  the  30th  parah.  of  the  Govr  and  Committees  despatch  of  the  30th 
Marcli  1842,  regulating  the  exportation  of  Musquc-ish  from  the  Ray  by  the 
Ship  of  this  Season  it  is,  Residvod 

79th.  That:  no  more  than  about  500,000  Musquash  bo  shipped  for 
Europe  this  Autumn  estimated  as  follows,  say.  Southern  Department 
Returns,  Outfits  1839  &  1840  ecjual  to  183000,  and  those  of  1841  supposed 
to  amount  to  90000  likewise  tlit!  Mackenzie's  River  Mus(iuash  of  Outfit 
1841  about  30,000  &  234,000  of  the  Northern  Department  Returns  of  Out- 
fit 1839  &  1840,  now  in  store  at  York  Factory. 

80th.  That ;  no  small  or  dainagcid  Musquush  he  shipped  for  Europe  this 
Season  as  such  only  swell  up  the  Returns  cause  expense  for  Insurance  and 
other  charges  and  in  the  end  realize  little  or  nothing  in  the  Englisii  niarket. 
81st.  That :  the  usual  Winter  Packet  between  Moose  &  York  factory  be 
discontinued  and  that  the  papers  necessary  for  settling  the  annual  accounts 
between  the  Northern  and  Southern  Departments  be  forwarded  from  York 
in  sufficient  time  to  reach  Fort  Garry  before  t'le  despatch  of  the  iled  River 
Winter  Packet  for  Sault  St ;  Mary's  about  20th  Jany  the  said  papers  to  be 
left  at  .Michipicotou  and  thence  to  be  forwarded  to  Moose  by  the  first  con- 
venient opportunity.  That  the  papers  from  Moose  be  sent  by  the  usual 
Winter  Packet  to  Michipicoton  aid  thence  to  York  by  the  Montreal  Spring 
Express  Canoe. 

82nd.  That:  the  Gentleman  in  charge  of  Lake  Superior  District  be 
instructed  to  torv.ard  a  packet  from  Sault  St.  Mery's  to  Red  River  on  the  1st 
Feby.  with  all  letters  and  papers  for  the  Gentlemen  on  the  communication 
to,  and  in  the  Northern  Department  that  may  be  collected  at  the  Sault  or 
elsewhere  within  his  charge  previous  to  that  date,  and  that  no  other  Ex- 
press be  forwarded  unless  rendered  necessary  by  very  important  business. 
83rd.  That  a  packet  for  England  be  sent  from  Red  River  on  the  1st 
November  via  :  St  Peters  if  anything  particular  occurs,  and  that  a  duplicate 
despatch  together  with  any  subsequent  information  that  may  be  considered 
worthy  of  notice  be  forwarded  to  Lac  la  Piuie  on  the  20th  Jany. 

84th.  That :  the  amount  of  Requisition  for  Shipment  from  England  1843 
do  not  exceed  £17500  say  13000  for  the  Northern  Department  and  4500 
for  Red  River  se^^'ilement. 
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>      8Bth.  That  the  following  servants  be  engaged  for  the  Northern  Depart- 
ment. 

From  Europe  on  5  years  Contracts — 


2  Blacksmiths 

@ 

fm  £  25  (a; 

X30p. 

ann 

3  Boatbuildcrs 

C« 

25  @ 

30 

do 

2  Coopers 

fe 

25  @ 

30 

do 

23  labourers 

@ 

16  @ 

17 

do 

From  Canada  on  3  years'  Contracts — 

20  I^boureiTj  at  Prix  du  Poste. 
From  Red  River  on  3  years  Contracts 

20  Labourers  at  Prix  du  Poste. 

86th.  That  a  commissioned  gentleman's  allowance  be  forwarded  from  York 
Factory  to  each  of  the  undermentioned  Wesleyan  Missionaries  vizt. 
Mr.  Evans     Norway  House 
Mr.  Mason    Die  la  Pluie 
Mr.  Rundell  Edmonton. 

87th.  That  the  following  Clerks  and  Postmasters  be  engaged  for  the 
term  and  at  the  Salaries  affixe  to  their  names  respectively  vizt. 

Henry     Maxwell    Clerk  3  years  at  £60  fm  1st  June  1841 

Alexr.  Christie  do  3        do       £75         do  1842 

Samuel  McKenzie,  P.  Master  3  years  at  £30         do  1842 

\Vm.  Hardesty  Appce.  do  £20 

Jas.  V  uden  do  5  £20 

Robert  Campbell,  Clerk,   salary  to  be  increased  to   £100  per  ann : 
from  Ist  June  1841  to  June  1843. 

88th.  That  :  the  following  clerks  be  permitted  to  retire  from  the  service 
this  season  vizt. 

Andrew  McPherson 
William  Threw 
Charles  Brisbois 
John  Finlayson    ■ 

The  impoverished  state  of  the  Country  in  the  Article  of  Beaver  is  increas- 
ing to  such  an  alarmin<;  extent  that  it  becomes  necessary  to  take  efi'ectual 
measures  for  providin','  an  immediate  remedy  to  that  end  it  is, 

Resolved  8i)th  That  :  the  Gentlemen  in  charge  of  districts  and  Posts  be 
strictly  enjoined  to  discourage  the  hunting  of  Beaver  by  every  means  in 
their  power,  and  that  no  more  than  one  half  the  number  collected  Outfit 
1839  be  traded  during  the  Current  and  two  ensuing  Outfits  at  the  under- 
mentioned Districts  and  Posts  Vizt. 
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Northern  Department. 

Athabasca Fort  Chipewyan 

Dunvej;an 
Vermillion 
Great  S.  I^ke 

McKenzie's  River Fort  Simpson 

Riviere  au  Liards 
Fort  (Jood  Hope 
Fort  Norman 

English  River Isle  a  la  Crosse 

Green  Lake 
Deer's  Lake 
Rapid  River 

Saskatchewan J  aspers  House 

lesser  Slave  Lake 

Cumberland 

Moose  Lake  •  " 

Swan  River Shoal  River 

Norway  House Norway  House 

Nelson  River 

York  Factory York  Factory 

Churchill 
Severn 

Oxford  House 
Island  Lake 
Southern  Dkpaktment. 

Albany Albany  Factory 

Martens  Falls 
Osnaburg 
Lac  Seul 

Moose   Moose  Factory 

Ruperts  River Ruperts  House 

Big  River. 
And  as  a  further  remedy  for  the  evil  if  it  be  found  that  Gentlemen  dis- 
regard this  instruction  as  they  have  done  many  others  issued  from  time  to 
time  for  the  same  object  it  is, 

Resolved  90th  That :  the  Governor  and  Committee  be  respectfully  advised 
to  give  notice  of  retirement  from  the  Service  of  such  gentlemen  as  may  not 
give  eflFect  to  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the  Resolution  now  passed  for  the  pre- 
servation of  Beaver. 

In  order  to  encourage  the  Indiana  to  greater  exertions  in  hunting  other 
furs,  and  that  they  may  not  suffer  any  privation  in  consequence  of  the 
proposed  restrictions,  it  is — 

Resolved  9 Is  .. — That  ail  Indians  at  Posts  where  the  restriction  exists  & 
who  do  nut  kill  Beaver  be  paid  in  goods  the  value  of  10  skins  or  made 
Beaver  for  every  9  skins  in  small  furs  tliey  trade  in  course  of  the  year. 

92nd. — That :  Gentlemen  in  charge  of  Districts  be  directed  to  furnish 
next  season  for  the  information  of  the  Govr.  &  Council  comparative  state- 
ments of  the  number  of  Beaver  procured  at  each  Post  in  their  respective 
Districts  for  Outfit  1839,  1841,  and  1842 

93rd. — That  dressed   Leather,   Robes  and  Parchment  be  supplied  the 
Southern  Department  as  follows  to  be  packed  and  Invoiced  separately  at 
York  Factory  and  shipped  for  England  vizt. 
30  Buffalo  Robes  @  I 
1200  large  dressed  moose  skins  (a  ^ 
300     do     parcht.     do       do    @  ^  •  v     * 

800     do        do     rein  deer  skins  (5>  2 
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94th.— That  Kesolutions  88,  91,  92,  95,  98,  99,  Ji  102  of  Council 
June  1837  ami  Resolutions  71,  73,  74,  78,  81,  82,  83,  86,  87,  93,  94,  95, 
97,  99  tfe  100  of  Council  June  1841  be  considered  in  force  for  tlie  Current 
Outfit. 

In  Accordance  with  the  dovr.  and  Committees  instructions  to  render 
every  assistanco  towards  increasing  the  collection  of  Mammalia  in  the 
British  Museum  and  promoting  the  Hcience  of  Zo;)logy  generally  it  is, 

Resolved  95th. — That  the  Gentlemen  in  charge  of  Districts  and  Posts  be 
requested  to  collect  the  skins  of  such  of  the  animals  as  are  mentioned  in  the 
accompanying  lettei-  from  Mr.  Urey  as  may  be  found  within  the  limits  of 
their  respective  Districts,  and  that  such  .spt'cimf ns  bn  forwarded  to  the 
Governor  and  Committee  by  the  annual  Ship  to  England. 

96th. — That  the  Council  do  now  adjourn. 

Signed     Duncan  Finlayson  C.  Factor  President 
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To 


London,  5th  January,  1843. 

Hudson's  Bay  House. 


The  Governor,  Depy.  Govr. 

and  Committee  of  the 

Hon :  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 


Ph.  12.  "  Mr.  McLoughlin  in  speaking  of  my  letter  to  him  from  Tacow 
respecting  the  abandonment  of  that  place,  does  not  seem  to  have  been 
aware,  that  by  the  Agreement  of  May  1842  with  the  Russian  American 
Company  all  land  furs  of  every  description  whether  taken  on  the  coast  or 
Islands  to  the  Southward  of  Cape  Spencer,  were  to  be  made  over  to  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  from  and  after  the  Ist  June  last  which  removes  all 
apprehension  as  to  the  Indians  of  that  establishment  taking  their  furs  to 
the  Russian  Settlements  on  the  abandonment  of  the  post : — and  in  saying 
that  it  is  determined  to  abandon  Stikine  and  Tako  that  Gentleman  seems 
to  have  overlooked  that  part  of  my  letter  to  him  dated  Honolulu  1  March 
1842  in  which  I  say  "  that  the  post  of  Stikine  may  be  continued  during 
the  year  1843,"  likewise  that  part  of  my  letter  dated  Sitka  18  May  1842 
in  which  I  say  "  you  will  therefore  be  pleased  to  take  the  necessary  steps 
to  abandon  those  posts  (Tako  and  Fort  McLoughlin)  in  the  course  of  the 
Summer  of  1843  but  the  post  of  Stikine  under  proper  management  may  I 
understand  be  maintained  with  advantage "  ;  ray  object  being  as  your 
Honors  are  aware  by  other  correspondence,  to  have  that  post  removed  in 
d  '9  time  to  the  British  territory  inland  on  the  banks  of  the  Stikine  River 
to  which  end  I  obtained  while  passing  through  St.  Petersburg  a  letter  of 
authority  from  the  Russian  American  Company  to  abandon  the  post  of 
Stikine  at  some  future  period,  whenever  the  Hon  :  Company  mijjht  feel  so 
disposed. 
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13.  I  am  exceedingly  sorry  to  be  under  the  necessity  of  occupying  so 
much  of  your  Honor's  valuable  time  with  my  observationd  upon  C.  F, 
McLoughlin's  letter,  but  it  seemed  to  me  to  have  required  the  comments  I 
have  very  reluctantly  been  under  the  necessity  of  making  upon  it. 

With  much  respect 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Honble.  Sirs, 
Yr.  mo  :  obedt.  hmble  servt., 

GEO.  SIMPSON. 


House. 


Red  Rivbr  Sbttlkmrnt, 

18th  June  1846. 


The  Governor  Deputy  Governor 

k  Committee  of  the 

Hon  :  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
London, 

HoNBLE.  Sirs, — 


The  turbulent  Indians  frequenting  Fort  Simpson  have  likewise  been  more 
quarrelsome  than  usual  which  has  to  some  extent  affected  the  trade ;  I  am 
happy  to  say  however,  it  shows  nevertheless  an  improvement  of  about 
£700 — owing  to  an  increase  in  martens  and  other  small  furs  which  were 
last  year  numerous  in  that  part  of  the  country,  the  natives  having  been 
more  peaceful  k  have  exerted  themselves  in  hunting  &  the  result  has  been 
an  increase  in  the  trade  of  beaver  and  martens,  the  post  showing  a  profit 
on  the  transactions  of  the  year  of  about  £1600 

"  The  steamer  Beaver  was  more  usefully  «fc  actively  employed  during  last 
season  than  she  has  been  at  any  former  period  in  collecting  the  trade  of 
Tacow  and  Millbank  (formerly  occupied  by  heavy  permanent  establish- 
ments) in  which  she  has  been  very  successful,  her  returns  showing  an 
increase  of  about  £2000  over  those  of  the  preceding  year 


I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Honorable  Sirs, 

Your  most  obedt.  servant, 


G.  SIMPSON. 


; 
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Charter  li<M)k. 
|>|i.  431. 


AGREEMENT  BETWEEN  THE  IHDHON'S  HAY  COMPANY  k 
THE  RUSSIAN  AMERICAN  COMPANY  UENEWlNfJ  (WITH 
CERTAIN  MODIFICATIONS)  THE  AiSHKKMENT  KETWEEN 
THE  TWO  COMPANIES  ON  THE  Giii  FEBRUARY  1831). 


The  DirectopH  of  the  Russian  American  Company  of  St.  Petersburgh  and 
the  Oovornor  Depty.  Governor  and  Committ«««  of  t\w  Hudson's  Hay  Coin 
pany  of  [jondon  lieinK  desirouM  to  continue  the  frit'hdly  rehitionN  lietwcen 
both  the  CompanieR  by  the  renewal  of  the  Agreement  concluded  in  the  yt'iir 
1839,  grounded  on  the  reciprocal  conveniences  and  advantage  have  atliruied 
by  their  signature  the  following  articltH. 

Article  Int. — It  is  agreed  that  the  Russian  American  Company,  having 
the  sanction  of  the  Russian  Government  to  that  effect,  shall  oeile  or  lease 
to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  for  a  term  of  nine  years,  commencing  from 
the  Hrt>t  of  June  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty  for  ccmimercial  pur- 
poses the  Coast  (exclusive  of  Islands)  and  the  Interior  Country  l)elongin){ 
to  the  dominions  of  His  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Russia  situated  between 
Cape  Spencer  forming  the  North  West  heiuiland  of  the  entrance  of  Cross 
Sound  and  latitude  r>4°  40'  or  thereabout  say  the  whole  mainland  coast  and 
interior  country  belonging  to  Russia  together  with  free  navigation  and 
trade  of  the  waters  of  that  coast  and  interior  country  situated  to  tl<  Soutii- 
ward  and  Eastward  of  a  suppose*!  line  to  be  drawn  from  the  I  Cape 
Spencer  to  Mount  Fair-weather  with  the  sole  and  entire  trade  or  imerce 
thereof.  And  that  the  Russian  Americam  C'ompany  shall  Icive  the 
redoubt  belonging  to  her  in  that  Coast  to  the  disposal  of  the  Hudson's  Buy 
Company  and  shall  not  form  any  station  or  trading  establishment  duriti),' 
the  said  term  of  nine  years  ;  nor  send  their  oflicers,  servants,  vessels,  or 
craft  of  any  description  for  the  purposes  of  tride  int^)  any  of  tin-  Bays,  Inlets, 
Estuaries,  Rivers  or  Lakes  in  the  line  of  Coast  and  in  that  Interior  ("oun 
try,  and  shall  not  have  any  communication  for  the  purposes  of  trade  with 
any  of  the  trilios  of  Indians  occupying  or  iidiabiting  that  Coast  or  Interim 
Country.  And  sliall  not  receive  in  trade,  barter  or  otherwise  any  of  the  furs, 
peltries  or  produce  whatsoever  of  the  mainland  coast  or  interior  country 
already  described.  And  shall  in  good  faith  and  in  spirit  and  to  the  letter 
relinquish  in  favor  of  and  cede  and  assign  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  the 
entile  t  rade  and  commerce  of  the  said  Cojist  and  country  and  by  every  means 
in  their  powers  ))rolect  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  from  all  interference,  en- 
croachement  or  competition  in  trade  on  the  part  of  other  Russian  American 
subjects,  strangers  and  foreigners  whatsoever,  during  the  said  terra  of  nine 
years  asefTectually  as  if  the  said  coast  and  interior  country  hafl  not  been  ceded 
and  had  been  virtually  occupied  by  themselves.  And  that  the  Russian  Ameri- 
can Company  shall  permit  and  afford  facilities  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
to  take  and  retain  possessif)n  of  the  Russian  establishments  of  Point  Hi^h- 
tield  and  the  mouth  of  the  Stikine  River,  and  to  occupy  by  the  formation 
of  other  stations  establishments  or  otlierwi.se  for  the  purposes  of  trade  such 
other  parts  of  the  said  coast  antl  interior  country  as  they  may  consider  it 
desirable  so  to  occupy.  And  in  the  event  of  this  agreement  not  being 
renewed  after  the  expiration  of  the  said  terra  of  nine  years,  it  is  agreed 
that  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  shall  relimiuish  in  favour  of  the  Russian 
American  Corapany  the  said  establishment  situated  at  Point  Highfield  and 
any  other  stations  or  posts  they  may  in  the  meantime  form  on  the  Russian 
territory  already  described.  And  in  consideration  of  such  cession  and 
protection  and  of  the  commercial  and  other  advantages  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  may  derive  from  such  cession  and  protection,  it  is  agreed  that 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  shall  pay  or  deliver  to  the  Russian  American 
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Company  an  annual  Kent  of  Two  Thousand  waHonod  knd  Otter  Hkins 
(excluding  cubs  nnd  daiiia^ed  nkin^)  taken  or  liunte<l  on  the  WuHt  aide  of 
Hocky  Mountains  during  the  naid  tt>rni  of  nine  yeani ;  th^  tW^t  payment  of 
the  said  rent  to  Im)  mad'^  by  tliK  dt^livury  of  the  said  two  thounand  otter 
HkinH  on  or  befont  the  tirHt  of  June  cighl-een  hundred  and  titty  one  to  the 
Agents  of  the  llusflian  Ami^rican  C\)uipany  on  the  North  \V«vst  Coast. 

Articln  ^nd. — It  is  further  agreed  that  the  Hudson's  Day  Coinpniiy  shall 
not  trade  with  the  Indians  nor  receive  in  trade  or  Itarter  nor  hunt  any  furi^ 
or  peltries  on  any  other  part  of  the  Russian  territory  (^n  the  North  West 
Coast  or  Islands  than  that  ceded  to  them  under  the  provisions  of  the  fore- 
going article. 

Article, ird. — It  is  further  agreed  that  the  payment  for  different  purchases 
and  services  which  may  happen  on  Ijoth  side-s  must  1k«  otFectod  in  Bills  of 
Exchange  in  St.  Fotershurg  or  London  after  00  days  of  sight. 

Article  j^tli. — It  is  further  agreed  that  in  case  of  ru|)ture  between  Great 
Britain  and  Russia  all  the  transactions  for  the  preceding  time  between  the 
ccmtracting  parties  must  be  fulfilled  without  contradiction  as  if  their  respec- 
tive nations  were  in  friendly  relations. 

Article  5th.— \t  is  further  agreed  that  in  case  of  rupture  between  Great 
Britain  and  Russia  durins^  the  existence  of  this  Agreemen  :>  the  Russian 
American  Company  shall  guaiantee  niid  hold  harmless  the  i  ludson's  Bay 
Company  from  all  ioss  and  damage  arising  from  such  hostilities  in  so  far  as 
to  enable  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  to  evacuate  and  ab'indon  their  posses- 
sions or  trading  stations  within  the  Russion  territory  quietly  and  peaceably 
and  to  remove  their  goods,  furs  and  other  property  within  three  months 
after  -ceiving  information  of  such  hostilities  or  declarution  of  War.  The 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  is  obliged  in  this  case  to  li({uidate  with  the  Russian 
American  Company  the  payment  of  the  rent  of  two  thousandd  Otter  Skins 
till  the  Datum  on  which  the  information  of  the  rupture  will  bo  received  on 
the  spot. 

Board  of  Direction  of  the 
Russian  American  Company 
acting  for  the  President 

(Signed) 
Membres  signed 


L.S. 
L.S. 


VLADIMIR  POLITKOWSKL 
ADOLPHUS  ETOLINE 

N.  KUSSON 
Rritish  Consulate 

St.  Petersburg 
March  22nd 
April  3rd 


1849 


I  do  hereby  certii^  that  the  above  signatures  in  the  Russian  language 
are  those  of  Mr.  Vladimir  Politkowsi,  acting  for  the  President  and  of  Mr. 
Adolpbus  Etoline  <&  Mr.  N.  Kusson,  Members  of  the  supreme  direction  of 
the  Russian-American  Company  in  this  city.  In  faith  whereof  I  hereunto 
affix  my  signature  and  seal  of  Office. 

(Signed)     EDWD.  BAYNES, 

Her  B'k  Majesty's  Consul, 
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F.  O.  811, 

America, 

1856-63. 


Draft  to 

Capt.  Hawkins, 
No.  1. 


Foreign  Office, 

March  30th,  1858. 


Feb.  3;  1858.  Sir, — I  transmit  to  you  a  commission  which  the  Queen  has  been  graciously 
pleased  to  grant  lo  you  under  the  Royal  Sign  Manual  and  Signet,  appoint- 
ing you  H.  M's  Commissioner  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  and  marking 
out,  in  conjunction  with  a  Commissioner  on  the  part  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  the  line  of  Boundary  under  the  Treaty  between  Gr.  Britain 
and  the  United  States  of  the  loth  of  June,  1846,  from  the  point  where  the 
Boundary  laid  down  in  previously  existing  Treaties  and  Conventions  termi- 
nates to  the  point  at  which  the  49th  parallel  of  North  Latitude  strikes  the 
eastern  shore  of  the  Channel  which  separates  the  continent  from  Vancouver's 
Island. 


F.  O.  811, 

America, 

1853-63. 


FoRE'.GN  Office, 

March  30th, 


1858. 


Dft. 


Captain  Hawkins, 
No.  2. 


Sir, — The  Queen  having  been  pleased  to  appoint  you  to  be  Hei  Majesty's 
Commissioner  for  marking  out  so  much  of  the  Boundary  between  Her 
Majesty's  Possessions  in  North  America  and  the  territories  of  the  United 
States  as  is  comprised  between  the  Rocky  Mountains  and  the  point  where 
the  49°  Parallel  of  North  Latitude  strikes  the  eastern  shore  of  the  Channel 
which  separates  the  continent  from  Vancouver's  Island,  I  have  to  instruct 
you  to  proceed  with  the  party  placed  under  your  orders  by  the  Contract 
Steamer  of  the  2nd  of  next  month,  on  board  of  which  I  understand  passages 
have  been  provided  for  you,  to  Colon,  and  thence  by  the  railway  to  Panama 
where  you  will  find  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Havannah  "  waiting  to  receive 
you  and  carry  you  to  Vancouver's  Island.  On  arriving  at  Vancouver's 
Island  you  will  communicate  with  Captain  Prevost  of  H.M.S.  Satellite  who 
has  been  employed  as  Her  Majesty's  Commissioner  for  laying  down  the 
Boundary  between  the  two  countries  in  the  ciulf  of  Georgia  and  having 
done  so  you  will  announce  your  arrival  to  Mr.  Campbell,  the  Commissioner 
of  the  United  States,  and  acquaint  him  that  you  are  ready  at  once  to  enter 
upon  tlie  duties  of  I'uS  Joint  Cuuimission. 

The  Boundary  to  be  run  is  described  in  the  first  article  of  the  Treaty 
which  I  inclose  as  to  be  carried  along  the  49th  Parallel  oi  North  I^atitude, 
and  no  detailed  instructions  are  required  for  your  guidance  in  so  doing. 

The  first  object  under  other  circumstances  would  naturally  be  to  find  the 
point  on  the  Eastern  shore  of  the  Gulf  of  Georgia  where  the  49th  paralled 
of  North  Latitude  strikes  the  waters  of  the  Gulf.  That  point  has  however 
already  been  determined  by  Captain  Prevost  and  Mr.  Campbell,  and  all 
that  you  will  have  to  do  will  be  to  continue  to  mark  out  the  line  along  that 
Parallel  till  it  reaches  the  point  "  where  the  boundary  laid  down  in  exist- 
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ing  Treaties  and  Conventions  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
Htates  terminates."  That  point  is  as  you  will  see  by  the  second  article  of 
the  Treaty  of  October  20,  1818,  herewith  transmitted  to  you,  the  "  Stony  " 
or  "  Rocky "  mountains ;  and  it  would  seem  from  the  wording  of  that 
article  that  the  point  is  to  he  found  on  the  eastern  base  of  those  mountains. 

It  is  possible  that  you  will  hereafter  be  re(juired  to  continue  the  survey 
from  that  point  to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods.  Her  Majesty's  Government 
have  made  a  proposal  to  that  effect  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  but  whether  the  proposal  is  accepted  or  not  you  will  have  in  all 
probability  suthcient  work  to  occupy  you  for  two  seasons  in  surveying  the 
Boundary  under  the  Treaty  of  1846. 

I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  !ay  down  any  precise  rules  for  your 
operations,  the  main  objects  are  accuracy  in  ascertaining  and  keeping  to 
the  parallel  and  marking  out  the  Boundary  either  by  monuments  in  the  open 
country  or  cuttings  through  the  forests  in  a  manner  to  prevent  any  doubts 
on  the  subject  being  raised  hereafter.  The  American  party  has  it  is 
believed  been  some  time  engaged  in  making  preparations  for  moving  from 
the  coast ;  and  you  will  therefore  be  able  to  avail  youi'self  of  their 
experience  for  the  equipment  and  transport  of  your  own  party.  Captn. 
Prevost  or  the  senior  otHoer  of  Her  Majesty's  Naval  forces  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Vancouver's  Island  has  been  instructed  by  the  Board  of  Admiralty 
to  facilitate  as  far  as  possible  the  transport  of  the  necessary  supplies  for 
your  party  to  the  Depots  which  you  may  establish  at  or  near  the  Coast  or 
on  the  Rivers. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  that  I  should  instruct  you  to  maintain  the  most 
friendly  relations  with  your  American  colleague  and  to  enforce  the  obser- 
vance of  the  strictest  discipline  by  all  persons  under  your  orders.  I  will 
not  anticipate  the  possibility  of  any  difference  arising  between  the  two 
parties,  but  it  is  not  unlikely  that  you  may  have  to  encounter  opposition 
from  the  uncivilized  tribes  to  be  found  in  the  country  which  you  will  have 
to  traverse.  In  such  a  contingency  you  will  of  course  bo  justified  and 
bound  to  protect  your  own  party  by  every  means  in  your  power,  and  to 
co-operate  with  the  American  party  for  your  mutual  preservation.  But 
you  will  undei-stand  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  would  learn  with  the 
utmost  concern  that  you  had  been  engaged  in  collision  with  the  native 
tribes,  and  that  they  are  therefore  desirous  that  force  should  not  be 
resorted  to  except  in  the  last  extremity  and  when  all  means  of  conciliation 
have  failed. 

M. 


F.  O.  811, 

America, 

1858-63. 


Dft. 


Foreign  Office.  March  30,  1858. 


Captain  Hawkins 
No.  3. 


Sir, — Her  Majesty's  Government  being  desirous  to  take  advantage  of 
your  employment  in  a  country,  but  little,  if  at  all  known,  to  promote  the 
general  interests  of  science,  have  attached  to  your  party  a  naturalist  and 
geologist,  and  I  have  to  instruct  you  to  avail  yourself  of  their  services  as 
far  as  possible. 

I  inclose  observations  on  zoology  and  magnetism  which  the  Royal  Society 
have  communicated  to  me  for  your  use,  and  Sir  Willi»m  Hooker  has  I 
believe  been  in  direct  communication  with  you  in  regard  to  matters  coming 
more  particularly  within  his  Department. 
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You  are  aware  that  Mr.  Palliser  is  engaged  under  the  direction  of  the 
Colonial  Office  in  a  survey  of  the  Country  to  the  north  of  the  49th  Par- 
allel. The  period  of  hia  employment  appears  to  be  uncertain  but  he  will 
be  directed  if  possible  to  make  you  acquainted  with  his  observations  and 
at  the  suggestion  of  the  Geographical  Society,  I  have  requested  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonial  Department  to  direct  him  to  deposit  for  your 
use  at  Fort  Assinelwine  on  the  Athebasca  River  in  Latitude  54.  30  in 
Longitude  115  W.  the  lecordsof  his  observations,  which  it  may  be  expected 
will  be  useful  to  you  as  containing  information  in  regard  to  the  structure 
and  natural  features  of  the  country  on  a  more  northern  parallel  than  that 
on  wiiich  you  are  employed.  The  same  Society  have  also  called  my  atten- 
tion to  the  expediency  of  your  being  directed  to  ascertain  the  permanent 
natural  features  of  the  Country  in  case  the  two  Governments  should  ulti- 
mately be  disposed  to  reconsider  their  Treaty  engagements  and  settle  their 
Boundary  with  reference  to  them  and  not  to  the  parallel  of  latitude  by 
which  they  are  now  to  be  marked  out.  But  you  will  be  careful  not  to 
allude  in  your  communications  with  your  American  Colleague  to  any  such 
possibility  as  it  might  lead  to  much  inconvenience  to  raise  a  question  with 
the  United  States  on  that  point  at  the  present  time. 

I  inclo.se  for  your  information  an  Extract  of  the  instructions  given  to  Mr. 
Palliser  by  Mr.  Secretary  Labouchere. 

You  will  from  time  to  time  forward  to  Vancouver's  Island  for  safe  cus- 
tody and  for  transmission  to  England  reports  of  your  proceedings  and  such 
specimens  as  may  be  collected  by  your  party  and  you  will  see  that  the 
latter  are  carefully  packed  so  as  not  to  be  liable  to  injury  on  their  passage 
to  England.  M. 


F.  O.  811 
America, 
1858-()3. 


Dft. 


Foreign  OflSce, 

March  31,  1858. 


Captain  Hawkins, 
No.  4. 


&  succession. 


Gopy  to  War  SiR, — T  transmit  to  you  herewith  a  nominal  list  of  the  officers  and  other 
Dept.  for  List  persons  placed  under  your  orders.  Tiie  pay  of  the  whole  party  and  the 
expenses  of  the  surveying  operations  will  under  an  arrangement  made 
between  this  Office,  the  War  Department  and  the  Treasury,  be  issued 
through  the  War  Department,  to  which  therefore  all  accounts  are  to  be 
rendered.  You  will  receive  instructions  on  this  head  from  the  War 
Department. 

In  the  event  of  your  being  incapacitated  by  illness  or  any  other  cause 
from  continuing  to  act  uniler  Hf-r  Majesty's  Commission,  your  duties  wilj 
devolve  until  further  arrangements  can  be  made  from  home,  on  those  officers 
in  the  order  in  which  they  are  placed  in  the  enclosed  list,  in  regular  suc- 
cession ;  and  the  person  who  may  thus  be  temporarily  charged  with  them 
will  continue  to  act  upon  the  instructions  which  may  have  been  furnished 
to  you. 

M. 
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America, 
F.  O.  811, 
1868-63. 


No.l. 

esquimault, 
Vancouver's  Island, 

July  26th,  1858. 

My  Lord, — I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  the  officers  and  men 
attached  to  the  North  American  Boundary  Commission  arrived  at  this 
place  in  H.M.  Ship  "Havannah"  on  the  afternoon  of  the  12th  inst : 
Captain  Prevost,  R.N.,  Her  Majesty's  Commissioner  for  the  settlement  of 
the  Water-Boundary,  with  whom  1  was  directed  by  the  instructions  con- 
tained in  your  letter  No.  2  of  the  30th  March,  1858,  to  communicate,  was 
absent  at  the  Fraser  River  in  H.M.  Ship  "Satellite,"  together  with  His 
Excellency  Governor  Douglas,  on  matters  connected  with  the  recent  gold 
discoveries  on  that  River.  I  also  learnt  that  Mr.  Campbell,  the  U.S. 
Commissioner,  was  at  San  Francisco,  on  his  return  from  Washington.  1 
therefore  did  not  disembark  the  personnel  and  stores  of  the  expedition 
immediately,  but  awaited  the  return  of  Captain  Prevost  which  occurred  on 
the  loth  inst.  upon  which  1  immediatel)'  communicated  with  him  as 
directed  by  your  Lordship.  I  had  hoped  to  have  disembark od  at  or  to  have 
proceeded  with  the  Expedition  at  once  to  some  place  or  he  mainland 
(probably  Fort  Langley  on  the  PVaser  River)  where  I  could  establish  my 
Depot  jv  Head-quarters  in  more  immediate  connection  with  the  Astronomi- 
cal and  other  parties  to  be  employed  on  the  Boundary  than  this  phvce  is, 
separated  as  it  is  from  the  Mainland  by  a  considerable  space  of  water. 
This  however  I  find  would  probably  not  have  been  at  any  time  advisable, 
and  in  the  present  state  of  confusion  and  disorganization  throughout  the 
district  it  was  quite  out  of  tlie  (juestion.  I  disembarked  the  whole  of  the 
expedition  on  the  17th  inst,  and  took  possession  of  a  portion  of  ground  and 
a  wooden  house  which  in  consequence  of  instructions  from  England 
Governor  Douglas  had  purchased  and  erected  for  our  reception.  The 
house  is  occupied  by  the  officers  and  stores,  and  the  men  are  encamped. 
Leaving  the  party  employed  in  arranging  the  camp,  probably  for  our  winter 
quarters  as  well  as  for  present  occupation,  and  unpacking,  &c.  the  instru- 
ments and  stores,  I  proceeded  on  the  21st  inst.  in  H.M.  Ship  "Plumper" 
accompanied  by  Captain  Haig,  R.A.,  the  senior  Astronomer  attached  to  the 
Coumiission  to  Semiahmoo  Bay,  where  the  Boundary  strikes  the  Gulf  of 
Georgia,  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  the  Camp  of  the  United  States  Com- 
mission, and  of  ascertaining  what  had  been  done  bv  the  Americans  and 
what  part  of  the  work  it  would  probably  be  desirable  for  this  Comajission 
to  take  up.  On  my  return  to  this  place  yesterday  afternoon  I  learnt  that 
Mr.  Campbell  might  very  shortly  be  expected  here  in  the  U.S.  Surveying 
Steamer  attached  to  his  Commission,  and  it  is  therefore  hardly  necessary 
for  me  to  detail  to  your  Lordship  our  probable  course  of  proceedings  until 
I  have  met  that  Gentleman,  and  have  thus  opened  the  joint  Commission 
and  arranged  with  him  our  course  of  action.  1  may  however  state  that  the 
Americans  have  only  determined  one  point  upon  the  Boundary  at  Sumass 
or  Imago  about  24  miles  east  of  the  Initial  point  on  the  Gulf  of  Georgia  at 
Semiahmoo,  but  on  the  day  of  my  arrival  an  Astronomical  Party  was  about 
starting  for  another  point  I  believe  about  30  or  40  miles  further  eastward 
and  which  would  probably  he  on  the  lower  spurs  of  the  Cascade  Mountains. 
They  have  cut  a  track  through  the  woods  from  Semiahmoo  to  Sumass,  but 
though  it  was  attempted  to  be  cut  as  nearly  as  possible  to  the  true  line  it 
is  I  understand  of  little  use  as  indicating  the  Boundary,  both  from  error  of 
direction  in  cutting  and  from  the  extreme  difficulty  of  making  way  through 
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such  dense  and  difficult  forest  land  ;  and  the  track   after  many   weeks  of 
labour  spent  upon  it  is  hardly  passable  though  the  ground  is  generally  level. 

Tlio  Americans  have  further  closely  reconnoitred  the  Country  between  the 
Fraser  River  and  the  Boundary  nearly  as  far  as  the  Cascade  Mountains  up 
to  which  it  is  probable  the  party  now  out  will  complete  such  examination. 
After  consulting  with  and  receiving  much  information  from  Li(mt.  Parke, 
T.  E.,  The  United  States  Chief  Astronomer,  it  appears  to  me  that  as  the 
Americans  have  to  a  certain  extent  preoccupied  the  work  upon  the  Boun- 
dary between  the  sea  and  the  Cascade  Mountains  it  is  desirable  to  send  an 
Astronomical  and  reconnoitring  party  as  soon  as  possible  to  the  American 
Station  at  Suniass,  which  can  be  reached  from  the  Frazer  River  and  which 
affords  an  available  site  for  a  camp  with  the  means  of  communicating  with, 
and  provisioning  it,  for  the  purpose  of  verifying  its  position,  and  of  taking 
up  other  points  on  either  side  of  it,  wliich  proposed  points  can  be  determined 
upon  and  prepared  for  observation  while  the  Astronomers  an;  at  Sumass. 
I  propose  to  press  forward  the  equipment  of  such  a  party  as  speedily  as 
possible  ;  but  the  means  of  preparation,  locomotion,  and  provisioning  have 
become  extremely  difficult  from  the  universal  excitement  existing  in  this 
part  of  the  world  respecting  the  gold  discoveries  within  the  British  Territo- 
ries. It  does  not  appear  to  me  probal)le  that  this  arrangement  will  be 
changed  upon  my  meeting  the  United  States  Commissioner,  which  I  shall 
probably  do  before  the  Astronomical  party  is  detached  to  Sumass.  I  think 
it  right  to  state  to  your  Lordship  that  the  American  reconaissance,  at  least 
as  much  of  it  as  I  saw,  seemed  to  be  almost  entirely  confined  to  the  British 
Territories ;  but  this  might  in  a  gn  at  measure  be  explained  by  the  fact, 
that  a  great  portion  of  tlie  Boundaiy  between  the  Sea  and  the  Cascade 
Mountains  nmst  be  approached  from  the  Frazer  River.  Lieut.  Parke  has 
undertaken  to  supply  me  with  a  tracing  of  it,  or  of  so  much  as  is  necessary 
to  guide  the  Astronomers  in  taking  up  the  points  of  the  Boundary  pre- 
viously alluded  to ;  as  I  should  otherwise  have  had  to  undertake  a  similar 
and  tedious  survey,  the  country  being  of  a  very  difticult  and  impenetrable 
nature  for  such  work. 

In  concluding  this  general  report,  I  beg  to  draw  your  Lordship's  atten- 
tion  to  the  enormously  increased  expenditure  which  will  be  unavoidably 
attendant  on  this  expedition,  owing  to  the  very  great  increase  of  wages  and 
prices  of  all  kinds  consequent  on  the  gold  excitement. 
I  have  the  honour  to  ho. 

Your  Lordship's  most  obedient 
humble  servant, 


The  Right  Honble. 

The  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs. 


J.  S.  HAWKINS, 
Capt.  Rl.  Engrs.  &  Major  Commissioner. 


Endorsed  :  Esquimau! t  Vancouver  Island 
July  26th  1858 
Major  Hawkins  Rl.  Engineers 

Boundary  Commission 


No.  1. 


Reporting  arrival  of  North  American  Boundary  Expedition  at  Vancouver' $ 
Island,  and  general  proceedings. 
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No.  2. 


esquimault, 

Vancouver's  Island, 

July  26th,  1858. 


My  Lord, — I  have  the  honour  herewith  to  transmit  the  records  of  cer- 
tain Magnetic  observations  made  by  Captain  Haig,  R.  A.  at  Panama,  in 
accordance  with  the  memui-anda  on  Magnetism  furnished  by  Major  General 
Sabine  and  sent  to  me  with  your  letter  No.  3  of  the  30th  March  1858. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  Lordship's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 


J.  S.  HAWKINS 
Captn.  Rl.  Engrs.  <fr  Major 
Conimissionsr. 


The  Right  Honble 

The  Secretary  of  State 


for  Foreign  Attairs. 


S' 


esquimault, 

Vancouver  Island, 

March  28th,  1859. 

My  Lord, — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  following  Report  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  British  Boundary  Commission  during  the  past  Season  ; 
resuming  the  narrative  in  continuation  of  my  letter  No.  1  of  the  2Gth  July 
last  detailing  to  your  Lordship  the  steps  taken  on  our  first  arrival. 

In  accordance  with  the  intention  expressed  in  my  letter  above  alluded  to, 
on  my  return  from  Semiahmoo  to  this  place  on  the  25th  July  the  necessary 
arrangements  for  equipping  a  party  for  service  on  the  Boundary  were 
pressed  forward.  All  our  stores  had  necessarily  been  brought  from  England 
in  large  and  heavy  packages,  and  the  equipment  required  to  be  made  suiti-^ie 
for  transport  in  canoes,  or  by  Indians  or  pack-animals,  &C.  as  circumstances 
might  from  time  to  time  render  expedient.  Meanwhile  Capt.  Haig  and 
Lieut.  Darrah  occupied  themselves  in  testing  and  observing  with  the  12  in. 
Altazimuth  Instrument  which  it  was  intended  to  use  in  the  first  instance. 
On  the  1st  August  Mr.  Archibald  Campbell,  the  L^nited  States  Commis- 
sioner, arrived  in  this  port  in  the  U.  S.  Surveying  Steamer  "Active" 
attached  to  his  Commission.  I  waited  on  him  next  day,  and  met  him 
on  several  occasions  during  his  stay  in  Vancouver  Island  ;  but  no  meet 
ing  of  the  Joint  Commission  took  place  as  Mr.  Campbell  required  the  pre- 
sence of  the  U.  S.  Chief  Astronomer  and  of  the  Secretary,  Captn.  Prevost, 
R.  N.,  Her  Majesty's  first  Commissioner  for  the  Water  Boundary,  was 
unfortunately  absent  with  his  Ship  during  Mr.  Campbell's  short  stay,  and 
he  did  not  return  until  the  evening  of  the  7th  August,  on  which  day  Mr. 
Campbell  proceeded  in  the  "  Active  "  to  his  camp  at  Semiahmoo  Bay  near 
the  western  extremity  of  the  Land  Boundary.  On  the  12th  August  I  pro- 
ceeded in  H.  M.  Ship  "  Satellite "  to  Semiahmoo,  accompanied  by  Capt. 
Haig,  R.N.  the  senior  Astronomer  of  the  Commission  and  Lieut.  Wilson, 
R.  E.  the  Secretary.  On  the  following  day  a  meeting  was  held  at  the  U.S. 
camp  by  Mr.  Campbell  and  myself  at  which  the  Commission  entrusted  to  us 
was  formally  opened  ;  and  a  preliminary  course  of  proceedings  was  agreed 
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upon  which  was  eiubudied  in  an  officiivl  minute  which  was  jointly  signed  by 
us  at  a  meeting  held  for  that  purpose  on  the  IHh,  and  of  which  I  have  the 
honour  to  enclose  a  copy,  No.   1. 

No.  1.  Commission  meetings  relating  to  the  determination  of  the  Water  Boun- 

dary were  also  held  by  Capt.  Prevoat  and  Richards  and  Mr.  Campbell ; 
and  in  consequence  of  a  disagreement  respecting  the  rela..ive  size  of  monu- 
ments proposed  to  be  erected  at  the  three  points  established  astronomically 
and  geodetically  at  iSemiahmoo  and  Point  Roberts  by  Captn.  Richards 
R.N.  the  second  Commissioner  and  the  Astronomer  to  the  Water  Boun- 
dary Commission  and  Lieut.  Parke,  T.E,  the  U.  S.  Chief  Astronomer.  At 
Mr.  Campbell's  request  another  meeting  of  the  Land  Commission  took 
place  on  the  17th  August,  at  whiuh  I  positively  declined  to  enter  upon  any 
discussion  of  the  disputed  question  until  the  point  where  the  49th  parallel 
reached  "the  middle  of  the  Jiannel  which  separates  the  continent  from 
Vancouver's  Island "  was  determined ;  pointing  out  that  there  was  no 
national  necessity  for  my  interference,  and  that  ii  was  practically  imma- 
terial whether  the  small  portion  of  Boundary  between  Semiahmoo  and  the 
western  face  of  Point  Roberts  appertained  to  the  British  Water  or  Land 
Commission  as  it  was  already  most  satisfactorily  determined  ;  that  it  had 
been  so  determined  by  the  U.  S.  Couniiissii)n  in  conjunction  with  the 
British  Water  Boundary  Commission  before  my  arrival ;  and  that  the 
course  of  proceedings  proposed,  and  recorded  in  the  protocol  signed  on  the 
14rth  August,  contained  no  pledge  as  to  the  greater  or  less  significance  of 
the  point  at  Semiahmoo,  which  was  very  naturally  adopted  as  the  starting 
point  for  the  land  operations.  Under  these  circumstances  which  have  no 
doubt  been  more  fully  detailed  to  you  by  Captn.  Prevost,  I  feel  sure  that 
your  liordship  would  not  have  approved  of  my  interfering  in  a  matter 
which  was  only  pressed  upon  me  in  consequence  of  that  otHcer  not  feeling 
himself  in  a  position  to  accede  unconditioiiully  to  the  proposition  of  the 
U.  S.  Commissioner.  In  completion  of  this  part  of  the  subject  I  may  here 
state  that  on  my  return  from  the  Fra/.or  River  to  Es()uimault  on  the  26th 
September,  I  found  a  letter  from  Mr.  Campbell  dated  15th  September, 
awaiting  me,  alleging  an  error  in  my  instructions  from  your  Lordship  with 
reference  to  the  question  at  issue  between  him  and  Captain  Prevost,  to 
which  I  returned  what  I  trust  you  will  consider  a  suitilile  and  .sufficient 
reply  under  date  September  30th.  I  hereunto  annex  copies  of  that  cor- 
respondence Nos.  2  it  3. 

N'os.  2and3.  We  returned  from  Semiahmoo  to  Esquimault  on  the  18th  August.  On 
the  27tli  Captn.  Haig,  R.A.  and  Lieut.  Darrah,  R.E.,  the  Astronomers  to 
the  Commission,  Dr.  Lj'all,  R.N.,  the  surgeon  and  naturalist,  and  a  party 
of  non-commissioned  otHcers  k,  Sappers  of  the  Roj'al  Engineers  left  Esqui- 
mault on  their  way  to  the  Boundary  via  the  Frazer  Kiver.  'ihey  proceeded 
by  Steamers,  bateaux  and  canoes  to  the  Sumass  Prairie  situated  about  25 
miles  east  of  the  United  States  quarters  and  astronomical  station  at  Semi- 
ahmoo and  ten  miles  soutli  of  the  Frazer  River ;  where  the  camp  was  es- 
tablished on  the  30th  August,  and  astrnnomieal  observations  were  soon  after 
commenced.  The  Latitude  of  this  station  had  been  determined  by  the 
U.  S.  Commission  in  the  previous  year,  but  no  portion  of  the  Boundary 
Line  had  been  defined.  It  is  not  a  point  of  any  special  importance,  but  I 
conceived  it  to  be  desirable  that  we  should  cununence  our  work  by  verifying 
that  of  our  colleagues,  as  it  would  thus  afford  a  point  mutually  agreed  to 
upon  which  to  base  our  surveying  operations.  Furthermore  the  nature  of 
the  country  is  such,  and  the  means  of  communication  for  the  purpose  of 
provisioning,  tfec.  were  so  expensive  and  inconvenient  owing  to  the  disorga- 
nization caused  by  the  gold  excitement,  that  it  was  satisfactory  to  know  of 
an  available  site  for  a  camp  on  which  to  direct  the  movements  of  the  party 
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prior  to  reconnoitring  and  thus  becoming  better  acquninted  with  the  line  of 
country  over  which  our  operations  are  to  be  conducted. 

Only  one  of  the  Altazimuth  Instrumentn  whh  taken  to  Humass,  viz:  the 
smaller  or  12  in.  in  consequence  of  the  cumbrouH  size  and  weight  of  the  15 
incii  and  of  the  unceitainty  of  being  able  to  bring  it  into  use  at  the  some- 
what advanced  period  of  the  working  season.  Sufficient  observations  for 
Latitude  were  taken  to  verify  the  dett  rmination  of  the  U.  S.  Astronomers, 
from  which  the  combined  result  of  Captn.  Haig  and  Lieut.  Darrah's  obser- 
vations dill'ered  1".  1  or  alx)ut  llli^  ft.  As  the  original  observations 
were  made  here  by  the  U.  S.  officers  and  as  they  were  very  satisfac- 
tory and  had  undergone  the  same  severe  examination  and  reduction  at 
the  Washington  ()l)servatory  that  had  been  applied  to  those  made  at  Hemi- 
ahmoo  which  difiered  in  result  from  that  of  Captn.  Hii.hanls  by  a  singularly 
small  amount,  Captain  Haig  considered  it  unnecessary  to  prolong  the  series 
of  observations  so  far  as  to  raise  a  question  of  dill'erence  of  Latitude  to  an 
unimportant  e.\tent  in  tiie  probnble  event  of  the  result  not  precisely  agree- 
ing with  that  of  the  U.  8.  Astronomers  : — and  having  put  himself  into 
communication  with  IJeut.  Paike  the  U.  8.  Chi'f  Astronomer,  he  felt  liiin 
self  justified  in  adopting  tlif-  Latitude  assigned  to  the  station  by  that  Gen- 
tleman, in  which  arrfingement  1  concurred.  On  the  lf<th  September  Captn. 
Haig  accompanied  by  two  Sappers  and  two  Ind'ans  proceeded  through  the 
woods  from  Sumass  to  Semialimoo  for  the  purpose  just  alluded  to  of  com- 
paring the  result  of  his  work  with  that  of  the  U.  S.  Astronomers  with 
which  he  had  not  been  niiule  ac(|uainted.  Though  the  distance  was  only 
about  25  miles,  and  he  guided  himself  as  neaily  as  possible  by  a  survey  line 
cut  between  the  two  places  by  the  U.  S.  party  in  the  previous  year  ;  the 
journey  was  most  arduous,  and  occupied  three  days,  during  which  Captn. 
Haig  and  his  men  slept,  kc,  without  shelter  in  the  woods.  On  the  '28th 
September  Lieut.  Parke  visited  our  camp  and  pointed  out   the  position  of 

the  mark  made  on  the  Parallel,  by  nlea^ulement  along  the  meridian of 

the  astronomical  station  accortling  to  the  U.  S.  determination  of  its  Lati- 
tude, the  distance  being  8695  ft.  or  nearly  1§  miles  from  the  station.  From  this 
point,  clearing  was  caiTied  on  east  &  west  of  it  along  the  Boundary,  but  no 
great  progress  was  made  bj'  the  time  the  camp  whs  moved  from  Sumass  as 
hereinafter  reported  ;  and  indeed  by  tliC  arrangement  entered  into  with 
Mr.  Campbell  it  was  at  this  titne  not  intended  to  undert  ike  any  great 
amount  of  clearing,  and  I  had  consequently  not  provided  a  force  of  axemen 
jtc.  necessary  for  such  purpose.  A  reconnaissance  survey  of  the  district 
between  Sumass,  the  Schweltza  Lake  and  the  Chilukweyuk  and  Fraser 
lli\  ers  was  at  the  same  time  carried  on  by  the  Sappers — the  whole  of  the 
valuable  Prairie  land  in  this  neighbourhood  proved  to  be  within  the  British 
Territories,  In  the  month  of  September,  about  a  week  after  the  formation 
of  the  Camp  at  the  Sumass  prairie,  Captn.  Haig  reconnoitred  through  the 
woods  towards  Semiahmoo  in  search  of  a  site  for  an  astronomical  station 
about  midway  between  the  two  places ;  but  he  did  not  succeed  in  finding 
one  sufficiently  accessible  to  allow  of  its  being  established  at  once.  The 
Country  is  flat  and  swampy,  and  covered  with  dense  forest  obstructed  by 
fallen  timber  and  underwood ;  with  occasional  small  openings  or  prairies, 
upon  one  of  which  a  statiion  might  be  established  if  eventually  found 
necessary.  In  the  course  of  September  Captn.  Haig  applied  to  me  for 
pack  horses  or  mules  for  the  purpose  of  being  enabled  to  remove  his  camp 
to  a  new  station  eastward  of  Sumass.  Animals  of  this  description  had  not 
been  obtained  in  the  first  instance  from  the  uncertainty  of  what  method 
as  well  as  what  loutes  would  be  found  most  suitable  for  the  conveyance  of 
stores  ifec.  as  pack  animals  had  hitherto  been  very  little  used  in  the  district, 
the  whole  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Traffic  having  been  conducted  upon  the 
Fraser  River  as  far  as  Fort  Hope  from  whence  only  goods  were  conveyed  by 
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means  of  pack-horses  ;  and  no  trails  suitable  for  the  f>aHsageof  pack  animals 
were  known  to  exist,  excepting  one  recently  opened  by  the  gold-diggers, 
between  Whatcom,  U.S.  and  Fort  Hope.  1  was  at  this  time  unfortunately 
absent  up  the  Fraser  River,  as  reported  to  the  Secretary  of  War  at  the 
time,  and  communicated  by  him  to  your  Lordship,  having  accompanied 
Governor  Douglas  thither  with  a  small  iKxly  of  troops  in  conse(|uence  of 
tiie  reported  disturbances  between  the  whito  dig:,'ers  and  Indians.  On  my 
return  down  the  river  on  the  23rd  September  1  visited  the  camp  at  Suma.ss, 
from  which  Uaptn.  Haig  was  then  alwcnt  on  his  expediticm  to  the  U.S. 
Camp  at  Suniiahmoo  previously  alluded  to;  but  1  met  him  at  Foi't  Langley 
on  his  return  by  way  of  the  Frazer  River.  On  arriving  here  I  took 
immediate  steps  to  obtain  some  mules  and  on  the  13th  (Jctober  I  sent  8 
nmles  to  Sumass  (not  wishing  to  be  encumbered  with  a  larger  number  at  so 
late  a  period  of  the  season)  in  charge  of  Lieut.  Wilson  R.  E.  secretary,  and 
jMr.  L  K.  Lord,  V.S.,  with  a  reinforcement  of  7  Sapp«M's,  and  of  4  axemen 
who  were  hired  at  Langley  by  Lieut.  Wilson,  together  with  provisions  and 
other  stores.  The  ditficulty  and  delay  of  transportation  were  so  great  that 
the  mules,  A-c,  did  not  reacli  Suinass  until  the  L'lth  October,  upon  their 
arrival  innnediaie  arrangements  were  made  for  the  removal  of  the  camp 
and  for  tin'  establishment,  of  an  astronomical  station  at  the  next  available 
spot,  about  10  miles  east  of  tlie  Sumass  station  at  the  .soutli  end  of  Lake 
Scliweltza  which  discharges  itself  into  the  Chilukweguk  Uiver  one  of  the 
aflluents  of  the  Fraser.  The  weather  had  become  very  wet  anil  utisettled 
before  the  end  of  Septembei',  which  delayed  operations  in  opening  or 
iinpi(jving  trails  by  which  to  travel,  and  it  was  not  until  the  13th  Novem- 
ber that  a  camp  was  formed  at  Schwcltza,  at  the  north  end  of  the  Lake. 
The  astronomical  station  was  at  the  south  end,  and  could  only  be  communi- 
cated with  by  water  owini;  to  tlie  rocky  and  precipitous  character  of  the 
sides  of  the  Lake,  for  whicii  purpjse  the  Indian  rubber  boat  was  made  use 
of.  A  Depot  camp  was  at  the  same  time  established  near  the  mouth  of 
the  Sumass  River,  not  less  than  It  miles  from  the  Schweltza  camp  owing 
to  the  impossibility  of  finding  a  more  suitable  spot  for  it,  and  also  in  pre- 
paration for  a  retreat  byway  of  the  Fraser  River  on  abandoning  operations 
for  the  winter.  Provisions,  itc,  w(>re  conveyed  between  the  camps  by  the 
Mules,  which  were  nearly  knocked  up  by  the  hard  work  by  the  end  of  the 
season ;  indeed  one  of  them  died.  The  tra\  ellin'4  was  so  bad  that  an 
intermediate  station  between  the  two  camps  had  to  lie  formed,  as  a  resting 
place  for  the  loaded  animals  which  only  occasionally  performed  the  whole 
journey  in  one  day.  Observations  were  not  ccjinmenced  at  Schweltza 
until  the  28th  November  the  weather  having  become  very  unfavorable  for 
such  operations.  The  Astrononucal  station  proved  to  be  situated  about 
2|^  miles  from  the  Boundary,  north  of  the  49th  Parallel,  being  the  nearest 
accessible  spot  that  was  availablo  for  the  purpose.  While  observations 
were  in  progress  clearing  along  the  meridian  of  the  station  was  proceeded 
with,  for  the  eventual  determination  of  the  position  of  the  Parallel  by  the 
measurement  of  its  distance  from  the  station.  By  the  7th  December  a 
suthcicnt  number  of  observations  had  been  made  for  the  determination  of 
the  Latitude ;  and  as  the  weather  had  become  very  severe  and  boisterous, 
the  thermometer  standing  at  night  at  IF  Fahr.  with  much  snow  on  the 
ground,  Captn.  Haig  determined  to  retire  to  winter  (juarters.  The  retreat 
was  made  under  considerable  difficulties,  hard  frost  having  set  in  since  the 
1st  December  and  snow  continuing  to  fall  heavily  and  almost  without 
intermission  during  the  whole  time  of  moving,  attaining  a  depth  of  upwards 
of  two  feet.  It  was  fortunate  that  no  stores  had  to  be  abandoned,  or  left 
under  the  precarious  charge  of  Indians ;  and  it  was  only  by  constant 
travelling,  rendered  necessary  by  the  small  number  of  mules,  that  the  trails 
were  kept  open  and  at  all  fit  for  use.     The  stock   of  provisions  had  been 
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allowed  to  run  low  in  (inticipation  of  retreat,  and  the  delay  occdsioned  by 
the  w«'iith(U'  WHS  likely  to  have  cauHinl  con.iiilerablH  inconvenietice  from 
want  liiereof  liiit  that  some  wero  [>rocure(l  from  a  Stt^ainer  frozen  up  in  the 
Frazer  llivor,  a  few  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  SumasM,  at  this  time  com- 
munication l)y  the  river  was  almost  imp<issil)!c.  On  the  14th  the  frost 
broke  up,  and  on  the  17th  the  party  with  nil  their  stores  proceeded  in 
bateaux  and  canoes  to  l"'ort  Langlcy.  Tiie  seven  remiiinin;(  mules  wcrts 
left  upon  the  prairie  in  charge  of  a  half-breed,  in  the  hope  that  they  will 
survive  the  winter,  and  to  avoid  the  coat  of  n-moval  and  of  foraj»e,  which 
would  have  aniounUHl  to  a  considerable  portion  of  their  value.  ( )n  the 
2")th  Decendiei-  the  retreating  parly  embarked  in  the  II.  IJ.  C.  Steamer 
"Heaver"  for  tiiis  place,  where  they  landed  on  the  morning  of  the  27lli 
December. 

The  result  of  the  season's  operations  is  not  very  satisfactory,  but  the 
small  progress  as  yet  made  may  be  accounted  for  in  several  ways  ;  the  late- 
ness of  our  arrival  in  tliis  part  of  the  world,  and  .some  unavoidable  delay 
in  getting  to  work,  which  occurred  after  that;  the  di.qorganization  prevail- 
ing in  every  branch  of  business  or  inilustry,  which  affected  our  operation.^ 
at  every  turn  ;  the  iireatditliculty  of  moving  atid  of  transport  of  every  kind, 
in  th  '  district  in  which  our  work  lies  ;  and  latterly  the  prevalence  of  much 
unfavorable  weather.  There  is  rea.son  to  hope  that  our  experience  will 
avail  u.s  in  pressing  forward  the  work  in  the  current  year,  though  no 
elective  progress  can  be  made  without  incurring  enormous  expense  from 
the  vfry  high  prices  ruling  here,  for  every  description  of  article  or  of  labour 
re(iuired  in  execution  of  the  service.  It  must  bts  remembered  that  as  yet 
hardly  any  hired  labor  has  been  employinl,  whicli  will  probably  be  one  of 
the  most  expensive  items  throughout  the  whole  course  of  the  field  operations. 
I  am  not  yet  aware  of  the  amount  of  work  performed  by  the  U..S.  Com- 
mission during  the  past  season,  but  T  have  reason  to  think  that  it  did  not 
exceed  tiie  fixation  of  three  points  on  the  parallel  by  the  party  detached 
from  Semiahmoo  on  the  21st  July,  mentioned  to  your  f.ordship  in  my 
previous  Report  ;  one  point  being  at  the  Chilukweyuk  Lake  about  70 
miles  east  of  Semiahmoo,  one  being  Chilukweyuk  and  Schweltza,  and  one 
about  10  miles  east  of  Chilukweyuk  towards  the  Cascade  Mountains.  I  do 
not  know  yet  if  any  portion  of  tlie  Hoindary  lias  been  cut  at  those  points, 
even  to  the  limited  extent  agreed  upon  at  the  Commission  meeting  in 
August ;  but  I  have  incidentally  heard  that  a  small  portion  of  clearing  has 
been  effected  along  the  parallel  at  Semiahmoo  within  a  short  distance  of  the 
U.S.  Commission's  permanent  camp.  It  vi'l  be  my  business  to  inform  my- 
self on  the  above  heads  as  early  as  poM  •ille  and  to  report  thereon  more 
fully  to  your  Lordship.  I  beg  now  to  s\i!<mifc  the  following  remarks 
respecting  my  views  and  plans  for  the  ij)  coaching  season.  The  Commis- 
sions iiavo  hitherto  been  very  inconveiiitviily  situated  with  respect  to  inter- 
communication ;  and  I  see  no  prospect  of  their  being  better  placed  for  some 
time  to  come,  or  until  we  proceed  to  the  great  valley  of  the  Columbia  and 
its  tributary  Rivers.  I  shall  prob.il)ly  myself  spend  the  whole  or  greater 
part  of  the  season  in  the  field  with  the  surveying  and  cutting  parties  ;  but 
it  seems  likely  that  the  head-cjuarters  of  the  U.S.  Commission  will  remain 
at  Semiahmoo,  which  place  is  separated,  at  present  at  least,  from  the  part 
of  the  country  in  which  we  shall  be  employed,  by  a  nearly  impassable  space 
of  forest  and  swamp.  I  am  most  desirous  to  meet  the  U.S.  Commissioner 
for  the  purpose  of  arrangiix^  the  plan  of  operations  for  the  season  with  him, 
but  I  have  not  yet  had  an  opportunity  of  doing  so.  I  hear  however  that 
he  has  just  returned  from  the  Columbia  River,  after  an  absence  of  two 
months,  and  I  expect  to  be  enabled  to  visit  Semiahmoo  in  about  a  fortnight 
in  H.M.  Ship  "Satellite."  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Campbell  in  Decemlier  and 
again  in  January,  suggesting  the  propriety  of  an  early  meeting  of  the  joint 
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CommiHsioii  for  the  liiMcuHHion  cvt  '>v»tii1  important  poiiilH  hearing  on 
the  coming  NcaHOii'M  prooMtling^  in  ixspiy  l<>  which  he  proposed  tliat  I 
should  coiiiiminicate  to  him  in  writing  any  views  I  uii^ht  duHiiv  to  have 
considt-rt'd  at  a  meetirifj  ;  Imt  I  have  not  yet  adopted  such  a  ooursc,  as 
T  do  not  think  it  desirahle  if  it  can  possihiy  be  avoided.  Uir  it  might 
lead  to  a  controversial  correspondenct!  svhicli  1  conceive  would  1m(  very 
objectionable  in  the  case  of  ajointConnnission  appointed  fur  the  Settlement 
by  personal  communication  of  the  dutits  entruslid  tt)  the  Commis- 
sioners. ( >ne  of  the  most  important  points  re(|uiring  attention  is  tlie 
reconsideration  ami  levision  of  the  provisional  airunj.r,.|ii(.iits  respecting 
Xo.  1.  the  partial  cutting  of  the  ISoundary   line  made  at  the  Conniiission  meetings 

held  in  August,  and  recorded  in  the  copy  of  the  I'rotocol  accompanying 
this  Kepoi't.  W  hen  recoimoitiing  around  SumaS'J,  C'aj)tn.  Ilaig  foun<l  per- 
sons located  and  claiming  ])re-emplive  rights  under  the  L'.  S.  laws  on  some 
of  the  small  detached  j)rairies  in  that  district.  The  praiiies  ir»  (juestiou 
were  undoubtedly  in  llm  I'.  S.  Territories  ;  but  as  it  was  evident  that  such 
location  might  be  made  on  debatable  ground,  it  became  at  once  ap[:aront 
to  me  that  no  consideration  of  economy  ought  to  prev<!nt  the  complete 
demarcation  of  the  Boundary  througliout ;  and  1  have  ever  since  regretted 
the  decision  at  wliich  Mr.  Campbell  and  I  arrived  on  that  point.  Other 
questions  for  consid'sration  and  determination  are,  the  nature  of  the  opera- 
tions to  be  jointly  adopted  for  connecting  the  points  fi.xed  astronomically 
on  the  parallel ;  and  the  nature,  ifec.  of  the  other  arrangements  relating  to 
the  monuments  (  ?  iron)  for  the  permanent  identification  of  the  JJoundary 
line.  It  will  also  be  desirable  to  discuss  plans  for  the  removal  of  the  Com- 
missions into  the  Columbia  district,  and  the  ajipointment  of  the  work  be- 
tween the  Cascade  and  Kooky  Mountains.  It  is  of  course  impossible  for  nie 
to  say  what  the  views  of  the  U.  S.  Conamissioner  may  be  on  these  (luestions 
and  other  matters  of  detail  incidentally  arising  from  them.  Furthermore 
I  observe  from  the  late  American  papers  that  the  appropriation  by  Congress 
for  the  U.  S.  Boundary  Connnission  (water  as  well  as  land^  for  this  year  is 
likely  not  to  exceed  8100,000  ;  whereas  Mr.  Campbell  stated  to  mo  a  few 
months  ago  that  his  reduced  estimate  amounted  to  $100,000  and  that  in 
any  event,  he  hoped  the  sum  granted  would  not  l)e  below  i^llS.OOO — this 
may  tend  to  cripple  his  proceedings.  Meanwhile  I  am  arranging  to  carry 
out  those  operations  which  appear  to  me  indispensably  and  undoubtedly 
necessary  for  the  performance  of  our  joint  duties.  I  propose  therefore  that 
Captn.  Haig,  Lieut.  Darrah,  and  myself  shall  establish  separate  camps  at 
such  points  along  the  line  where  surveying  and  cutting  parties  can  be  em- 
ployed, and  from  such  points  to  proceed  to  open  the  Boundary  eastward 
and  westward.  In  this  way,  I  think  there  can  be  no  doubt  that,  if  the  TT. 
S.  party  undertake  similar  operations,  the  Boundary  from  the  Sea  to  the 
Cascade  Mountains  will  be  defined  this  year  ;  and  but  for  the  densely 
wooded  and  swampy  character  of  the  western  portion,  and  the  rugged  and 
mountainous  nature  of  the  eastern  portion  of  this  section  of  the  Boundary, 
added  to  probable  difficulties  as  to  labour,  provisioning  &c.  I  would 
venture  to  express  the  opinion  that  it  ought  to  be  completed  long  before 
the  close  of  the  working  season.  The  principal  practical  difficulty,  I 
anticipate  in  the  actual  demarcation  of  the  boundary  is  that  of  adhering 
oocuratety  to  a  line  of  even  curvature  between  the  points  fixed  astronomi- 
cally (such  points  being  themselves  subject  to  probable  and  perhaps  opposite 
errors)  by  means  of  surveying  and  clearing  operation-,  to  be  conducted 
under  highly  unfavorable  circumstances  ;  which  will  I  fear  greatly  increase 
the  expense  of  making  out  such  a  line  that  can  be  adopted  as  defining  the 
parallel  alluded  to  in  the  Treaty.  No  great  amount  of  astronomical  work 
is  likely  to  be  required  this  season,  there  being  already  six  stations  establi- 
shed from  Semiahmoo  to  beyond  the  Chilukweyuk  Lake.     In  preparation 
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for  taking  the  field  two  Muleteers  have  been  for  some  time  past  at  i^isqually 
on  Puget  Sound,  engaged  in  selecting  and  breaking-in  young  horses  for 
packing,  of  which  I  propose  to  purcliase  about  forty,  which  added  to  the 
mules  left  for  the  winter  at  Sumass  and  to  the  horses  I  have  here  will  make 
up  about  fifty  animals,  which  will  I  hope  be  suflBcient  for  the  senson's 
work  on  this  side  the  Cascade  Mountains.  Mr.  Lord,  V.S.  and  I  visited 
Nisqually  in  January  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  or  making  enquiries 
about  the  possibility  of  obtaining  mules  or  horses,  and  we  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  tho  above  was  the  best  if  not  the  only  practicable  plan  to  be 
adopted. 

Captn.  Haig  took  the  opportunity  of  accompiinying  us,  for  the  purpose 
of  making  magnetic  observations  at  Nisqually.  Mr.  Lord  will  agaia 
proceed  in  a  few  days  to  Nisqually  to  make  the  final  selection  of  the 
horses  for  purchase ;  and  to  convey  them  by  sea  to  Whatcom,  U.S.  and 
thence  by  land  trail  to  Sumass,  which  like  everything  else  here  will  be 
a  troublesome  and  expensive  operation.  He  will  at  the  same  time 
purchase  a  few  bullocks  to  aid  in  provisioning  the  expedition.  The  grazing 
at  Sumass  and  in  its  neighbourhood  is  excellent  ;  and  if  tho  plan  of  obtain- 
ing occasional  supplies  '  f  fresh  meat  succeeds,  it  will  add  greatly  to  the 
comfort  and  probably  also  be  conducive  to  the  health  of  the  men.  T.'  -^  pack 
saddles  brought  from  England  are  very  cumbersome,  especially  for  the 
kind  of  pack  animals  procurable  here.  I  have  therefore  had  a  supply 
made  of  others  under  my  immediate  directions,  of  the  pattern  commonly 
used  here,  which  appears  to  be  very  serviceable,  they  ara  only  about  a  fourth 
the  weight  of  the  English  saddles.  I  propose  to  give  the  latter  a  fair  trial, 
but  the  loss  of  so  considerable  -i  proportion  of  available  packing  is  of  course 
a  verj'  serious  objection  to  them.  If  the  Country  pattern  is  found  to 
answer,  the  most  valuable  portions  of  the  English  saddles  can  probably 
be  converted,  as  the  saddles  themselves  would  not  be  likely  to  sell  for 
anything  approaching  their  value.  I  have  entered  into  a  contract  for  the 
building  of  two  bateaux  for  the  conveyance  of  provisions,  &c.  up  the 
Eraser  River  to  a  Depot  Camp  proposed  to  be  established  within  the 
Sumass  River  near  the  mouth.  I  have  also  bought  a  five-oared  boat,  and 
shall  require  some  canoes  on  the  Rivers  and  Lakes.  This  will  probably  be 
the  most  economical,  as  it  will  be  the  most  certain  and  independent  way  to 
maintain  our  communications.  liarge  tents  are  in  preparation  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  hired  axemen  &c.  as  also  for  the  use  of  the  Sappers 
at  the  principal  camps,  as  the  tents  brought  from  England  are  uncomfort- 
ably small,  though  very  useful  for  detached  men.  A  laruje  number  of  mule- 
boxes  are  also  being  made  (a  proportion  of  them  lined  with  tin  or  zinc)  for 
the  carriage  and  preservation  of  books,  stationery  and  other  perishable 
articles,  and  also  of  other  small  and  valuable  stores.  In  fact  the  prepara- 
tions for  an  expedition  in  the  district  we  have  to  work  in,  are  of  a  much 
more  extensive  and  troublesome  nature  than  for  one  in  a  country  better 
supplied  with  available  water  communication  and  more  thickly  inhabited. 
I  have  referred  to  England  through  the  Secretary  of  War  respecting  tlie 
price  (fee.  at  which  iron  monuments  for  permanently  marking  the  Boundarv 
can  be  supplied  ;  thinking  it  probable  that  they  can  be  so  more  economi- 
cally by  way  of  Cape  Horn  in  ships  trading  to  British  Columbia  and  this 
Colony  than  if  obtained  from  San  Francisco,  at  which  place  also,  I  have 
caused  enquiries  to  be  made.  This  is  however  a  question  on  which  the 
L^.  S.  Commissioner  will  have  to  be  consulted. 

An  advanced  party  of  a  Corporal  and  a  few  Sappers  started  about  a 
week  ago,  with  f'irections  to  hire  two  good  lumber-men  and  to  proceed  at 
once  with  the  erection  of  log  store  houses  at  the  mouth  of  the  Sumass  River, 
to  be  in  readiness  for  the  reception  of  provisions  and  general  stores  Lieut, 
Darrah  will  follow  as  soon  as  possible  with  the  main  body ;  but  Captn. 
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Haig  will  be  detained  to  accompany  me  to  the  meeting  of  the  joint  Com- 
mission at  Semiahmoo,  immediately  after  which,  he  will  join  the  party  on 
the  Boundary ;  and  I  with  the  remainder  of  the  iren  propose  to  take  the 
field  as  soon  as  I  can  close  up  all  accounts  Jtc.  here,  and  pack  and  store 
whatever  it  may  be  necessary  to  leave  behind.  I  do  not  think  we  have  lost 
anything  by  not  starting  sooner  for  the  weather  continues  cold  and  wet. 
The  Sumasa  country  over  which  wo  shall  have  to  travel  and  all  our  stores 
will  have  to  be  carried,  is  flat,  soft,  and  swampy,  and  I  do  not  suppose  it  la 
yet  passable,  if  indeed  it  be  so  by  the  time  Lieut.  Darrah  and  his  detach- 
ment will  reach  it ;  and  the  woods  too  would  be  found  too  wet  to  work  in.  I 
do  not  propose  to  hire  any  number  of  axemen  until  the  work  to  be  done  by 
them  is  so  arranged  th-'.t  the  can  at  once  be  beneficially  and  fully  employed 
upon  it. 

I  am  happy  to  inform  your  Lordship  that  the  general  health  of  the  expe- 
dition has  been  very  good  throughout,  of  the  56  non-commissioned  officers 
and  Sappers,  who  left  Ens^land,  one  died  of  yellow  fever  on  board  H.M. 
ship  "  Havannah  "  a  few  days  after  embarking  in  her  at  Panama,  having 
contracted  the  disease  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  Isthmus.  Seven  men  have 
deserted  since  our  arrival  here  ;  one  of  whom  returned  and  surrendered  him- 
self, after  an  absence  of  three  months  ;  and  another  is  now  in  custody  in  the 
Fraser  River,  having  1  iinderstand  also  surrendered  himself  after  an  absence 
of  nearly  the  same  period.  The  men  are  unfortunately  exposed  to  great 
temptation  to  desertion  and  misconduct  in  this  country. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  Lordship's  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 


J.  S.  HAWKINS, 

Lient.-Cofojiel  Rl.  Engrs. 
H.  M.  Commissioner. 


The  Right  Honorable 

The  Secretary  of  State 

for  Foreign  Affairs, 
&c.  &o.  &c. 


(Endorsed.) 


No.  3. 


Lieut.  Colonel  J.  S.  Hawkins,  R.E.,  H.M.  Boundary  Commissioner. 
Report  of  proceedings  of  the   North  American  Boundary  Commission  of 

1858. 


I 


#0.  1. 


Semiahmoo  Bay. 


about  a 
Iroceed  at 
Iss  River, 
res  Lieut. 
It  Captn. 


i^'irst  meeting  of  the  joint  Commission  for  determining  and  marking  the 
Lp,nd  Boundary  between  t!ie  British  Possessions  and  the  United  States,  on 
the  49th  parallel  of  Nortii  Latitude,  West  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  j  at  the 
office  of  tlie  United  States  Boundary  Commission  Camp,  Semiahmoo,  Fri- 
day August  13th  1858. 
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John  Summerfields  Hawkins,  Captain  Royal  Engineers  and  Brevet 
Major  Her  Majesty's  Commissioner  for  ascertaining  and  marking  out  the 
linn  of  Boundary,  from  the  point  on  the  Forty-Ninth  Parallel  of  North 
Latitude  where  the  Boundary  laid  down  in  existing  Treaties  and  Conven- 
tions between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  terminates,  to  the  point 
at  which  the  Forty-Ninth  Parallel  of  North  Latitude  strikes  the  eastern 
shore  of  the  Channel  which  separates  the  continent  from  Vancouver's 
Island. 

Robert  Walseley  Haig  Captain  Royal  Artillery,  Assistant  Astronomer 
on  the  part  of  the  British  Commission. 

Archibald  Campbell,  Esq.  Commissioner  on  the  part  of  the  L'nited 
States  to  carry  into  effect  the  first  Article  of  the  Treaty  of  June  15th  1846 
between  the  United  S  ates  and  Great  Britain. 

Liput.  John  G.  Park*.  Topographical  Engineers,  Chief  Astronomer  and 
Surveyor  on  the  part,  of  the  United  States,  to  carry  into  effect  the  first 
Article  of  the  Treaty  as  aforesaid. 

Willian  J.  Warren,  Secretary,  United  States  Commis.<-;ion. 

Credentials  were  mutually  examined,  and  found  satisfactory. 

The  Commissioners  agreed  that  that  part  of  the  Boundary  should  be 
first  determined  which  lies  between  the  point  where  the  49th  parallel  of 
North  Latitude  strikes  the  shore  of  Semiahmoo  Bay,  and  the  Cascade 
Mountains,  and  that  such  determination  of  the  Boundary  be  commenced  at 
the  point  fixed  by  Captn.  G.  H.  Richards,  R.  N.  the  British  second  Com- 
missioner fur  the  determination  of  the  Water  Boundary — under  the  Treaty 
of  June  15th  1846  and  Lieutenant  J.  G.  Parke,  United  States  Topographical 
Engineers  and  Chief  Astronomer,  on  the  shore  of  Semiahmoo  Bay. 

After  discussing  plans  for  determining  and  marking  the  line,  as  far  east- 
v/ard  as  the  Cascade  Mountains,  it  was  concluded  to  be  inexpedient  at  the 
present  time  in  consequence  of  the  great  expense,  consumption  of  time,  and 
the  impracticable  nature  of  the  Country,  to  mark  the  whole  Boundary  by 
cutting  a  track  through  the  dense  forest.  It  was  therefore  agreed  to 
ascertain  points  on  the  line  by  the  determination  of  astronomical  points  at 
convenient  intervals  on  or  near  the  Boundary ;  and  to  mark  such  Astro- 
nomical Stations  or  points  fixed  on  the  Parallel  forming  the  Boundary,  by 
cutting  a  track  of  not  less  than  20  feet  in  width  on  each  side  for  the  dis- 
tance of  half  a  mile  or  more  according  to  circumstances.  Further  that  the 
Boundary  be  determined  and  similarly  marked  where  it  crosses  streams  of 
any  size,  permanent  trails,  or  any  striking  natural  features  of  the  Country. 
In  the  vicinity  of  settlements  on  or  near  the  line,  it  is  deemed  advisable  to 
cut  the  track  for  a  greater  distance,  and  to  mark  it  in  a  manner  to  be  deter- 
mined hereafter. 

(Signed)    J.  S.  HAWKINS 

H.  B.  M.  Commissioner. 


Certified  true  copy. 
C.  W.  Wilson. 
Lt.  R.  E. 

Secy. 


(Signed) 


August  14th  1858. 


ARCHIBALD  CAMPBELL 

U.  S.  Commissioner. 
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August  Uth  1858, 
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No,  2. 


ancouver  s 


Lstronomer 


U.S.  N.W.  Boundary  Commission, 
Camp  Semiahmoo, 

September  15th,  1858. 


Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  copy  of  your 
Commission  and  instructions  for  determining  the  Boundary  Line  between 
the  United  States  and  the  British  possessions  from  the  Rocky  Mountains 
"  to  the  point  where  the  49th  parallel  strikes  the  eastern  shore  of  the  Chan- 
nel which  separates  the  continent  from  Vancouver's  Island."  In  doing  so 
permit  me  respectfully  to  call  your  attention  to  an  error  of  fact  in  the 
following  paragraph  of  your  instructions  viz : — 

"  The  Boundary  to  be  run  as  described  in  the  First  article  of  the  Treaty 
which  I  enclose,  is  to  be  carried  along  the  49th  Parallel  of  North  Latitude 
and  no  detailed  instructions  are  required  for  your  guidance  in  so  doing. 
The  first  object  under  otiier  circumstances  would  naturally  be  to  fix  the 
point  of  the  eastern  shore  of  the  Grulf  of  Georgia  where  the  49th  Parallel 
of  North  Latitude  strikes  the  waters  of  the  Gulf.  This  point  has  however 
been  already  determined  by  Captain  Prevost  and  Mr.  Campbell  and  all  that 
you  will  have  to  do,  will  be  to  continue  to  mark  out  the  line  along  tliab 
Parallel  till  it  reaches  the  point  where  the  Boundary  Line  laid  down  in 
existing  Treaties  and  conventions  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States  terminates." 

The  error  to  which  I  refer  is  the  statement  that  Captain  Prevost  and 
myself  prior  to  the  date  of  your  instructions  (March  30th  18r»8)  had  already 
determined  the  point  where  the  49th  Parallel  strikes  the  eastern  shore  of 
the  Gulf  of  Georgia,  when  in  fact,  that  point  has  never  yet  been  agreed 
upon  between  us,  although  as  you  are  aware,  a  meeting  was  called  by  me 
on  the  17th  ult.  for  the  purpose  of  definitively  fixing  and  marking  it  by  a 
suitable  monument.  The  result  of  that  meeting  was  a  very  wide  difference 
of  opinion  between  Captn.  Prevost  and  myself,  as  to  the  locality  of  the 
point  in  question  and  an  adjournment  without  deciding  upon  its  posiiton. 

The  circumstances  which  prevented  an  agreement  between  Captn.  Prevost 
("\A  myself  are  known  to  you,  and  have  such  a  bearing  upon  the  determi- 
« t^.ion  of  a  portion  of  the  line  which  you  are  commissioned  to  run  and 
ii  .u'!v  in  conjunction  with  myself,  that  I  am  certain  you  will  readily  per- 
■  '?■'  o  the  motive  which  has  induced  me  to  call  your  attention  to  the  error 
••  ntr.ined  in  your  instructions,   and  excuse  the  liberty  I  have  taken  in 

vijT-   80. 

With  high  esteem  and  consideration, 

I  am  very  Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  ARCHIBALD  CAMPBELL. 

{U.S    Comminsioner) 

Major  J.  S.  HAWKINS 

British  Commissioner, 
&c.     &c.     &c. 
Esquimalt. 

Certified  true  Copy 

C.  W.'Wii-soN 
Lt.  R.  Eng. 

Secy.  C.  G. 


11 


m 

m 


iii— 2 


18 


FOREIGN  OFFICE  CORRESPONDENCE. 


u 


i  B^ 


No.  3. 


British  N.  W.  Boundary  Coramis'^ion. 

EsQUiMAULT,  V.  I.,  .'30'.h  September,  1858. 


Sir, — My  absence  up  the  Frazer  River  for  somo  weeks  past  has  prevented 
my  making  an  earlier  acknowledgment  of  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
15th  September  which  only  reached  me  on  the  afternoon  of  Sunday  the  26th 
instant  on  my  return  to  this  place. 

Permit  nie  to  observe  that  in  my  opinion  the  alleged  error  in  my 
instructions  to  which  you  allude  in  your  letter  is  immaterial  to  that  portion 
of  the  joint  operations  for  the  determination  of  the  international  Boundary 
entrusted  to  me  ;  and  that  it  hardly  amounts  to  an  error  in  fact,  although 
it  may  not  be  strictly  correct  in  particulars.  On  reference  to  Captn.  Pre- 
vost,  I  learn  that  he  has  not  made  any  official  representation  to  the  British 
Government  tha*  rhe  point  on  the  eastern  shore  of  the  Gulf  of  Georgia 
where  the  49th  i'  •'"••'  if  North  Latitude  strikes  the  waters  of  the  Gulf 
of  Georgia  where  ol  '  Parallel  of  North  Latitude  strikes  the  waters  of 

the  Gult  had    been  Ij  determined    by  the  joint  Commission;  but  it 

would  appear  to  have  been  stated,  in  communications  of  prior  date  to 
March  last,  that  a  close  and  satisfactory  agreement  existed  between  the 
results  arrived  at  by  the  British  and  United  Statos  Astronomers  at  the 
points  on  tite  Boundary  at  Semiahmoo  Bay  and  at  Point  Roberts  (which 
agreement  has  since  proved  to  be  still  more  close  and  satisfactory  amount- 
ing nearly  to  absolute  coincidence).  Upon  this  information  the  portion  of 
my  instructions  to  which  you  allude  was  no  doubt  founded.  At  the  meet- 
ings of  the  joint  Commission  held  by  us  at  j'our  Camp  on  the  13th,  14th 
and  17th  August,  it  was  determined  that  for  the  present  our  operations 
should  proceed  eastward  from  the  point  fixed  by  Capt.  Richards,  R.N.,  and 
Lieut.  Piirke,  U.S.  T.E.  on  the  shore  of  Semiahmoo  Bay.  About  the 
accurate  determination  of  that  point,  no  doubt  whatever  exists,  although  it 
hfis  not  yet  been  technically  agreed  upon  by  the  joint  Commission  and  as 
the  difference  of  opinion  between  Captn.  Prevost  and  yourself,  to  which 
you  allude  turned  upon  a  question  quite  irrespective  of  the  accuracy  of  the 
Boundary  Line,  I  do  not  wish  to  nor  does  it  appear  to  me  desirable  that  I 
should  interfere  in  it ;  while  I  may  further  observe  that  it  involves  no 
necessity  for  doubt  or  delay  in  our  proceedings. 

With  higli  esteem  and  consideration, 
1  remain  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant. 


(Signed)     J.  S.  HAWKINS, 

II  B.M.  Commissioner. 


Archiuald  Campbell,  Esq., 

United  States  Commissioner. 

Semiahoo. 

Certified  true  copy, 
\).  W.  Wilson, 

Lt.  Rl.  Engrs. 
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No,  6.  ESQUIMAULT, 

Vancouvek  Island, 

May  31st,  1859. 

My  Lord, — With  reference  to  my  despatch  to  you  No.  3  of  the  28th 
March  last,  detailing  the  proceedings  of  the  Boundary  Commission  up  to 
that  dale,  and  the  probable  course  that  would  be  followed  this  season  but 
upon  which  I  could  not  report  more  positively  until  after  my  proposed 
meeting  with  the  United  States  Commissioner,  I  now  have  the  honor  to 
.submit,  to  your  Lordship  the  following  statement  of  the  result  of  that  meet- 
ing and  of  the  arrangements  I  have  made  consequent  thereupon. 

Accompanied  b}'  Captn.  Haig,  R.A.,  the  senior  Astronomer  and  Lieut. 
Wilson,  11. E.,  the  Secretary,  I  proceeded  from  Esquimault  to  Semiahmoo 
on  the  14th  April  in  H.M.  Ship  "Satellite"  at  which  place  we  arrived  on 
the  following  afternoon.  On  Saturday  the  16th  April,  the  joint  Commission 
met,  and  daily  meetings  were  held  until  the  following  Saturday  the  23rd 
April  with  the  intermission  only  of  the  17th  and  22nd  being  Sunday  and 
Good  Friday. 
No.  1.  I  herewith  forward  .Minutes  (No.    1)  of  the   result  of  the  proceedings, 

which  I  very  much  regret  do  not  record  the  joint  conclusions  at  which  the 
Commissioners  arrived  as  the  United  States  Commissioner  at  the  end  of 
our  protracted  conference  declined  to  affix  his  signature  to  such  a  document 
under  circumstances  which  I  consider  it  necessary  to  explain  in  some 
detail. 

Besides  the  arrangement  of  our  joint  operations  for  the  season,  the 
piincipal  object  I  had  in  view,  in  proposing  the  meeting  was,  as  already 
stated  to  your  Lordship,  to  bring  under  consideration  thi^  question  of 
actually  marking,'  out  the  Boundary,  as  distinguished  from  merely  ascertain- 
ing points  upon  the  parallel  at  considerable  distances  apart  by  means  of 
astronomical  observations  ;  in  which  would  be  included,  the  nature  of  the 
operations  for  determining  the  position  of  the  Boundary  or  Parallel  between 
such  astronomically  fixed  points ;  and  the  description  of  monuments  to  be 
adopted  for  the  permanent  identification  of  the  Boundary  Line  so  deter- 
mined. The  result  of  our  deliberation  on  these  points  is  recorded  in  clauses 
2  to  6  of  the  accompanying  Minutes.  I  regret  extremely  that  the  U.  S. 
Commissioner  should  have  unconditionally  declined  to  accede  to  the  propo- 
sition to  undertake  the  cutting  of  the  Boundary.  The  main  reason  for 
this  refusal  seemed  to  mo  to  be  a  doubt  as  to  the  amount,  and  probably 
continuance  of  the  appropriations  for  the  service  by  the  U.  S.  Govei-nment. 

J  urged  upcm  Mr.  Campbell  that  without  any  intimation  from  the  Gov- 
ernmi'nt,  that  he  would  be  subject  to  such  limitation,  it  would  he  neither 
necessnry  nor  proper  to  leave  the  work  in  the  incomplete  state,  which  would 
result  I'loin  the  mere  fixation  of  distant  points  ;  and  that  we  should  be 
founfl  to  have  failed  in  our  duty  if,  after  incurring  the  heavy  expense  of 
the  joint  Commission,  questions  shoukl  arise  (whether  relative  to  the  mat- 
ters of  police,  the  proprietorship  of  land  .'vu,;  as  to  inhere  was  the  actual 
Boundary,  while  it  was  clear  that  local  officers  were  not  competent  to  settle 
such  points  if  left  incomplete  by  the  National  officers  expressly  appointed 
for  the  purpose. 

The  U.  S.  Commissioner  repeatedly  stated  that  he  was  content  to  adhere 
to  our  arrangement  of  last  year,  and  that  he  had  rea.son  to  knoiv  that  his 
Governmt'nt  would  be  satisfied  with  his  doing  .so.  I  pointed  out  that  I  also 
did  not  proposi^  to  depart  from  that  agreement  as  far  as  it  went ;  but  that 
I  was  desirous  to  extend  our  operations,  and  to  proceed  with  the  deraarca- 
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tion  of  the  Boundary  in  accordance  with  what  I  presumed  to  be  the  inten- 
tion of  both  Governments  from  the  precedent  of  tfie  operations  on  the 
Maine  Boundary  where  the  whole  of  the  line  was  actually  cut  where  neces- 
sary and  dettred  by  a  very  large  number  of  iron  monuments,  and  in  com- 
pliance with  your  Lordsiiip's  instructions  to  mark  out  the  Boundary  "  Either 
by  monuments  in  the  open  country  or  cuttings  through  forests  in  a  manner 
to  prevent  any  doubts  on  the  subject  being  raised  hereafter."  I  must  here 
state  that  on  more  than  one  occasion  references  to  the  views  and  instruc- 
tions of  the  British  (lovernment  were  not  received  with  strict  courtesy,  and 
tho  U.  y.  C(immissioner  shewed  little  or  no  desire  to  allow  them  any  weight 
in  the  consideration  of  tde  course  he  felt  inclined  to  pursue.  In  Clause  2  I 
had  proposed  to  insert  the  uroviso  that  "  In  open  land  or  other  description 
of  country  in  which  cuttings  are  not  necessary  tiie  "  Boundary  be  similarly 
marked  "  (viz  :  by  suitable  monuments  at  intervals  of  about  one  mile)  ;  but 
as  the  U.  S.  Commissioner  stated  that  he  was  not  prepared  to  say  he  should 
object  to  do  so  whtin  we  came  upon  any  such  country,  I  consented  to  omit 
it  as  in  all  probability  not  bearing  on  this  season's  work  ;  though  I  had 
intended  my  proposition  to  be  of  a  general  cliaracter  applicable  to  the 
Boundary  tliroughout.  Jn  reply  to  Mr.  Campbell's  objection  that  I  appear- 
ed to  give  gre.iter  importance  to  thickly  wooded  country  which  was  not 
very  likely  to  be  Ixneficiaily  occupied  by  proposing  to  cut  a  line  through  it, 
than  to  more  available  or  prairie  laud,  I  shewed  that  it  was  solely  owing  to 
the  accident  of  the  Boundary  passing  through  such  description  of  country, 
and  that  I  should  of  course  very  inuch  prefer  to  avoid  the  necessity  and  the 
great  expanse  attendant  upon  it.  I  even  consented  to  consiler  the  practi- 
cability of  marking  the  Boundary  by  Monuments  placed  at  intervals  in  the 
Woods,  without  cutting  such  line  but  by  determining  the  position  of  the 
monuments  by  measurements  from  the  most.  con\enient  survey  lines  that 
could  be  run  as  near  as  possible  to  the  parallel,  between  adjacent  astrono- 
mical stations.  Such  a  course  would  probably  lessen  the  labour  and  expense 
of  cutting  by  enabling  'he  Surveyors  to  ciioose  the  most  favoi-able  passage 
through  the  woc)ds.  The  discussion  on  all  the  points  at  issue  extended  to 
very  great  length,  and  finally  resulted  in  the  dtcision  of  the  U.  S.  Com- 
missioner recorded  in  Clause  3  of  the  Minutes. 

In  consequence  of  the  determination  of  the  U.  S.  Commissioner  not  to 
undertake  any  clearing  operations  ;  as  I  considered  it  very  important  that 
they  should  be  proceded  with,  and  I  could  not  await  instructions  from  your 
Lordship  without  incurring  the  loss  of  this  season  (in  the  expectation  that 
the  Commission  should  be  removed  to  the  other  side  of  the  Cascade  Moun- 
tains in  the  Spring  of  next  year),  I  made  the  formal  announcement  made  in 
Clause  4.  To  this  the  U.  S.  Commissioner  strenuously  objected ;  insisting 
that  the  Boundary  so  marked  would  not  be  a  joint  operation,  though  I 
stated  that  the  work  would  be  performed  under  my  authority  as  British 
Commissioner  and  in  accordance  with  my  instructions.  I  had  no  alternative 
but  either  to  take  this  course  or  to  submit  to  the  dictation  of  the  U.  S. 
Commissioner  who  shewed  no  inclination  to  refer  the  question  for  the 
decision  of  his  Goverimient ;  and  I  hardly  enteitain  the  hope  that  this  part 
of  the  actual  Boundary  will  be  eventually  veiilied  and  adopted  by  theU.  S. 
Commissioner  unless  Mr.  Campbell  changes  his  view  or  is  instructed  to  that 
eflect. 

Clauses  5  and  6  would  not  have;  appeared  in  the  Joint  Protocol,  had  one 
been  finally  adoptetl,  as  1  consented  to  their  omission.  The  U.  S.  Com- 
missioner was  unwilling  to  admit  the  insertion  of  Clause  5  as  he  had  not 
given  a  decisive  answer  to  my  proposition — from  what  passed  I  judged  that 
he  had  no  serious  objection  to  ii  (or  indeed  to  the  extended  one  in  Clause 
2)  excepting  that  arising  from  the  uncertainty  about  money  appropriations 
already  alluded  to.     Clause  (i  involved  a  point  of  considerable  importance 
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but  its  consideration  was  unfortunately  prejudiced  by  the  determination  of 
the  U.  S.  Commissioner  not  to  uiulertake  the  demarcation  of  the  Boundary 
line  ;  and  its  insertion  in  a  joint  Protocol  did  not  therefore  appear  to  b© 
very  important,  though  it  would  have  recorded  my  views  and  the  course 
taken  thereupon.  Of  Clauses  9  to  1 2  it  is  not  necessary  to  say  much,  the 
circumstances  under  which  I  declined  in  August  last,  to  enter  upon  the 
consideration  of  the  portion  of  the  Boundary  between  Samiahmoo  and  the 
western  face  of  Point  Roberts  were  reported  to  you  in  my  dispatch  No.  3,  of 
the  28th  Marcii  ;  and  as  they  had  not  changed  in  any  way  since  that  time, 
I  still  fe't  precluded  from  interfering  in  a  matter  which  had  formed  the 
subject  of  a  reference  to  your  Lordship  by  Captn.  Prevost  and  respecting 
which  he  had  not  received  any  subseijucnt  instructions.  I  endeavoured  to 
prevail  upon  the  U.  S.  Commissioner  not  to  connect  the  proposition  in 
Clause  9  with  that  made  by  him  in  Clause  10,  and  I  urged  upon  him  that 
his  decision  in  Clause  12  was  simply  retaliatory  ;  but  I  was  wholly  unsuc- 
cessful in  influencing  his  proceedings.  After  very  full  and  prolonged  dis- 
cussion on  every  point  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Commission,  the 
meeting  rose  without  any  apparent  joint  result  in  consequence  of  our  being 
unable  to  agn  e  in  framing  the  protocol,  and  we  also  differed  very  mater- 
ially as  to  Iloiv  such  a  document  ought  to  be  drawn  up.  I  contended  that 
it  ought  to  contain  a  complete  digest  of  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting,  so 
as  to  shew  the  views  of  the  Commissioners  and  their  action  thereupon. 
Clauses  1,  2,  3,  7  and  8  were  generally  agreed  upon  in  the  terms  in  which 
they  stand  in  my  minutes  ;  but  Mr.  Campbell  stated  most  positively  and 
peremptorily  that  he  would  not  sign  a  document  containing  Clause  4,  the 
insertion  of  which  1  considered  to  be  of  material  importance  as  indicating 
the  course  which  I  was  induced  to  take  in  the  prosecution  of  operations  on 
the  Boundary  under  the  circumstances  already  detailed.  Failing  in  all  my 
endeavours  to  induce  Mr.  Campbell  to  admit  of  the  insertion  of  the  Clause; 
in  the  earnest  desire  not  to  impose  any  obstacle  to  even  a  mutilated  record 
of  our  proceedings,  I  reluctantly  submitted  to  its  omission,  but  I  verbally 
and  formally  announced  that  I  intended  in  ray  capacity  of  British  Com- 
missioner to  proceed  in  the  demarcation  of  the  Boundary  in  terms  of  the 
proposed  Clause,  aiul  1  protested  against  the  imperfect  record  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  joint  Commission  to  which  I  thus  consented  to  become  an 
unwilling  party.  When  Clauses  9  to  12  came  under  discussion  prepara- 
tory to  the  insertion  in  the  Protocol,  I  claimed  their  omission  on  the  ground 
that  the  U.  S.  Commissioner  had  insisted  on  the  omission  of  Clause  4  ;  but 
I  stated  that  I  was  cjuite  prepared  to  adopt  the  principle  of  a  full  record  of 
all  that  had  passed,  which  I  believed  to  be  the  correct  one  and  the  only 
one  which  would  admit  of  no  dispute.  The  U.  S.  Commissioner  avowed 
that  the  course  he  had  taken  in  pressing  upon  me  the  consideration  of  a 
question  in  which  T  had  taken  no  action  and  which  I  desired  to  bo  post- 
poned, and  upon  wliic'-.  ho  had  disagreed  with  tl.  M.  Commissioners  for  the 
Water  Boundary,  sv!  s  intended  to  implicate  me  in  it  without  that  delay 
which  I  requested  from  his  courtesy  ;  but  as  I  objected  to  be  coerced  in  this 
summary  manner,  I  availed  myself  of  his  interpretation  of  a  "  protocol  "  to 
refuse  admission  of  the  record  in  such  a  document.  Upon  this,  the  U.  S. 
Commissi'iner  again  positively  declined  to  sign  a  joint  protocol  without  the 
insertion  of  the  disputed  Clauses;  having  already  taken  that  course  to 
compel  the  omission  of  a  clause  : — and  I  have  already  stated  that  as  far  as  I 
could  judge  he  showed  no  inclination  to  submit  any  (|uestion  on  which  it  was 
manifest  we  could  not  agree  to  the  decision  of  hi<  Uovernment — Tn  fact  all 
concession  was  to  come  from  the  Jiritish.  As  I  declined  to  withdraw  my 
objectio*  to  the  insertion  of  the  Clauses  without  a  revision  of  the  terms  on 
winch  the  protocol  was  being  framed,  the  meeting  eventually  rose  without  the 
adoption  of  any  record  of  the  result  of  our  deliberations.     I  deeply  regret 
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such  a  result  arising  from  causes  apparently  so  trivial.  I  beg  to  assure 
your  Lordship  that  I  exercised  untiring  patience  in  conducting  my  commu- 
nications v/ith  the  U.  S.  Commissioner,  and  that  I  used  every  endeavour  to 
act  with  the  utmost  harmony  and  cordiality  in  concert  with  him.  I  shall 
not  on  future  occasions  depart  from  this  course  of  conduct,  however 
hopeless  the  effort  to  arrive  at  concurrence  of  opinion  may  appear  to  be. 

I  am  happy  to  think  that  however  unfortunate  the  abrupt  termination 
of  our  deliberations  may  have  been,  it  will  not  much  affect  the  progress  of 
the  work,  which  will  proceed  without  prejudice  from  our  disagreement  on 
a  merely  technical  point.  I  shall  of  course  be  prepared  to  meet  the  U.  S. 
Ccmmis.sioner  wherever  further  deliberation  may  appear  to  be  necessary, 
and  I  shall  not  hesitate  to  take  steps  to  request  such  a  meeting  at  the 
proper  time. 

The  arrangement  recorded  in  Clause  7  of  the  Minutes,  in  which  we 
cordially  agreed,  will  necessitate  some  alteration  in  thtt  distribution  of 
the  work  from  that  which  I  stated  was  probable  I  should  follow  in  my 
dispatch  No.  3  of  the  28th  March.  Captn.  Haig  witli  a  suitable  party  will 
take  up  the  British  portion  of  the  work  in  continuation  of  the  proposed 
series  o*  \stronomical  points  eastward  of  Chilukweyuk.  Lieut.  Darrah 
will  undertake  the  determination  of  the  points  still  required  (probably 
tw  )  to  complete  the  western  series  ;  he  also  will  then  proceed  with  the 
eastern  series  ;  and  by  means  of  the  two  Astronomers  alternating  with  the 
U.  S.  parties  in  terms  of  the  joint  arrangement  there  seems  good  reason  to 
hope  that  in  this  season  the  work  will  be  carried  to  within  reach  of 
operations  from  the  valley  of  the  Columbia,  and  that  the  Commission  may 
be  moved  thither  early  next  year  as  the  line  of  communication  with  this 
side  of  the  Cascade  Mountains  would  then  be  too  long  and  difficult  to 
maintain.  Such  surveying  operations  Ac.  in  connection  with  their  stations 
as  are  necessary  or  practical)le  will  be  simultaneously  carried  on  under  the 
direction  of  the  Astronomers. 

I  propose  to  undertake  the  cutting  of  the  Boundary  eastward,  and  west- 
ward from  Sumass  from  my  own  Camp,  under  the  superintendence  of  Lieut : 
Wilson,  R.E.,  the  Secretary  of  the  Commission  whom  I  shall  be  obliged  to 
employ  on  that  duty;  and  I  may  perhaps  find  it  necessary  to  engage  some 
civil  assistance  for  the  purpose  of  extending  the  work  with  a  view  to  its 
more  rapid  execution.  The  defection  of  the  U.  S.  Commission  of  course 
doubles  this  portion  of  the  work,  but  I  hope  to  succeed  in  completing  it 
within  the  .sea.son.  No  change  is  required  in  the  general  arrangement  as 
to  acquipment  ifec.  which  I  detailed  to  your  Lordship  in  my  previous  des- 
patch No.  3  ;  excepting  that  in  consequence  of  the  proposed  extension  of 
the  work  to  beyond  Chilukweyuk,  and  the  gradual  lengthening  of  the  line 
of  communication  with  the  one  or  two  points  on  the  Frater  River  from 
which  all  supplies  and  stores  will  have  to  be  conveyed,  I  have  found  it 
necessary  to  increase  my  stock  of  pack  animals  by  the  purchase  of  a  band 
of  24  mules  and  a  bell  mare  with  pack-saddles,  ifec.  complete.  Of  the  7 
mules  left  on  the  Sumass  prairie  last  winter  only  one  was  found  to  have 
died ;  38  horses  and  a  mule  were  bought  by  Mr.  Lord  at  Nisqually ;  so 
that  with  the  above  mentioned  band  of  25,  and  the  4  horses  purchased  last 
year,  I  have  now  74  animals,  which  number  I  hope  to  find  amply  sufficient 
for  the  work  of  the  season.  I  trust  it  will  prove  practicable  to  winter  them 
on  the  Columbia,  as  otherwise  they  will  not  be  able  to  cross  the  Mountains 
in  the  early  Spring.  Lieut :  Darrah  proceeded  with  Dr.  Lyall  and  the  pro- 
portion of  the  Detachment  of  Royal  Engineers  intended  for  his  and  Captn. 
Haig's  parties  to  the  Sumass  River  on  the  9th  April.  He  was  joined  there 
at  the  end  of  the  month  by  Mr.  Lord  with  the  horses  and  some  cattle 
purchased  at  Nisqually.     After  the  meetings  of  the  joint  Commission  at 
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Semi  ihmoo,  on  the  25th  April,  Captn.  Haig  also  proceeded  to  join  the  field 
parties  iit  >umas8. 

An  opportunity  oflTering  Lieut :  Wilson  returned  to  Esciuimault  on  the 
22nd  April,  befoie  the  Coiumission  meeting  broke  up  :— but  I  did  not  reach 
this  place  till  the  7th  May  in  consequence  of  the  "  Satellite  "  not  returning 
direct  and  having  to  take  in  coal  at  Nanainio.  It  is  my  intention  to  pro- 
ceed in  about  a  week  with  Lieut ;  Wilson,  Mr.  H.  Banennan  the  (Jeologist, 
and  the  remainder  of  the  men,  to  join  the  rest  of  the  Expedition  already 
on  the  Boundary  ;  leaving  nobody  behind  me  at  this  place,  for  the  safe 
custod}'  of  which  and  of  our  surplus  stores,  I  have  made  arrcngetnents. 

\^^th  referf'nce  to  the  amount  of  work  on  the  Boundary  performed  last 
year  by  the  U.  S.  Commission  to  which  I  alluded  to  in  my  despatch  No.  3, 
anfl  respecting  wnich  I  said  I  should  report  again  t/)  your  Lordship  on  my 
obtaining  fuller  information  ;  I  have  nothing  further  to  add  to  the  state- 
ment then  made,  which  upon  enquiry  appears  to  be  generally  correct. 

In  concluding  this  Report,  I  have  to  ask  your  Lordship's  consideration 
of  the  reference  to  you  for  instructions  in  Clause  4  of  the  accompanying 
minute.  I  have  above  fully  detailed  the  circumstances  under  wiiich  the 
U.  S.  Commissioner  had  declineil  to  undertake  anything  but  a  very  imper- 
fect demarcation  of  the  Boundary  by  the  Astronomical  fixation  of  points 
at  considerable  intervals  say  from  10  to  15  miles.  I  have  also  detailed  the 
circumstances  under  which  I  resolved  to  undertake  alone  the  demaication 
of  a  portion  of  the  Boundary  ;  in  doing  which  I  had  in  view  the  import- 
ance to  the  Colony  of  British  Columbia  that  the  boundary  between  it,  and 
the  United  States  territory  would  be  properly  and  minutely  defined,  and 
the  probability  that  the  lands  between  Semiahmoo  and  the  first  mountain 
eastward  of  it  for  a  distance  of  almost  .30  miles  (or  certainly  for  some  por- 
tion of  them)  would  be  required  for  sale  and  occupation  at  an  early  period. 
Your  Lordship  will  I  hope  approve  of  the  course  I  took  under  such  peculiar 
and  unexpected  circumstances,  and  will  instruct  me  fully  for  luy  future 
guidance.  The  cost  would  be  very  great ;  but  in  my  opinion  the  l)f)undary 
nufflit  to  be  defined  throughout  in  the  manner  indicated  in  Clause  3,  and  by 
monuments  at  mile  intervals  in  open  ground,  but  I  cannot  recommend  that 
the  whole  labour  and  expense  of  such  an  operation  should  fall  upon  the 
British  Government ;  besides  which  the  possibility  of  a  Boundary  so  marked 
out  (however  accurate  it  might  be)  not  being  recognized  by  the  United 
States  Govt,  must  not  be  lost  sight  of,  and  the  United  States  Commissioner 
certainly  hinted  at  his  adopting  such  a  course.  With  regards  to  monu- 
ments also  ;  as  the  United  States  Commissioner  refused  to  share  the  expense 
of  iron  monuments  to  mark  out  the  portion  of  the  Boundary  I  proposed  to 
undertake,  pending  my  reference  to  you  I  have  not  taken  steps  to  procure 
any  for  immediate  use  ;  and  I  must  trust  to  preserve  the  points  on  the 
Boundary  in  the  be.^'.t  way  that  materials  on  the  spot  will  allow. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  Lordship's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

J.  S.  HAWKINS, 

Lieitt  :  Col.  Rl.  Engrs. 

H.  M.  Commissioner. 

Rt.  Honourable  Secretary  for  Foreign  AflFairs,  Jic  tkc  &c. 
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Semiahmoo  Bay. 


Meetings  of  the  joint  Commission  for  determining  and  mutking  the  Land 
Boundary  between  the  British  possessions  and  the  United  States,  on  the 
49th  Parallel  of  North  Latitude  west  <>f  the  Rocky  Mountains  under  the 
Treaty  of  the  15th  June,  184G,  at  the  OflSce  of  the  United  States  Boundary 
Commission.  Camp  Semiahmoo,  on  the  16th,  18th,  19th,  20th,  2l8t,  and 
23rd  April,  1859. 


Present. 

John  Summerfield  Hawkins,  Lieut :  Colonel,  Royal  Engineers,  Her 
Majesty's  Commissioner  for  ascertaining  and  mnrking  out  the  line  of 
Boundary,  from  the  point  on  the  49th  Parallel  of  North  Latitude  where 
the  Boundary  laid  down  in  existing  Treaties  and  Conventions  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  terminates,  to  the  point  at  which  the 
49th  Parallel  of  North  Latitude  strikes  the  eastern  shoie  of  the  Channel 
which  separates  the  continent  from  Vancouver's  Island. 

Robert  Walsely  Haig,  Captain,  Royal  Artillery,  Assistant  Astronomer 
on  the  part  of  the  British  Commission. 

Charles  William  Wilson,  Lieut :  Royal  Engineers,  Secretary  to  the 
British  Commission  (not  present  on  the  23rd  April). 

Archibald  Campbell,  Esqre.  Commissioner  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  to  carry  into  effect  the  first  article  of  the  Treaty  of  June  loth,  1846, 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain. 

Lieut :  John  G.  Parke,  Topographical  Engineers,  Chief  Astronomer  and 
Surveyor  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  carry  into  effect  the  first 
article  of  the  treaty  as  aforesaid. 

William  J.  Warren,  Secretary  to  the  United  States  Commission. 

1.  Plans  for  the  prosecution  of  the  joint  operations  of  the  Commission 
during  the  present  season  were  fully  discussed. 

2.  The  British  Commission  proposed  that  the  arrangement,  recorded  in 
'the  Protocol,  signed  on  the  14th  August,  1858,  that  it  being  "inexpedient 
'at  the  present  time  in  consequence  of  the  great  expense,  consumption  of 
'  time,  and  the  impracticable  nature  of  the  Country  to  mark  the  whole 
'  Boundary  by  cutting  a  track  through  the  dense  forest." — "It  was  there- 
'  fore  agreed  to  ascertain  points  on  the  line  by  the  determination  of 
'astronomical  points  at  convenient  intervals,  on  or  near  the  Boundary — 
'and  to  mark  such  Astronomical  stations,  or  points  fixed  on  the  parallel 
'  forming  the  Boundary,  by  catting  a  track  of  not  less  than  twenty  feet  in 
'  width  on  each  side  for  the  distance  of  half  a  mile  or  more  according  to 
'circumstances,"  be  revised.  He  proposed  that  in  accessible  forest  land 
cuttings  of  the  width  of  20  feet  or  thereabouts  be  made  throughout,  and 
the  Parallel  laid  out  and  marked  at  intervals  of  about  one  mile  by  suitable 
Monuments ;  the  Boundary  line  being  admitted  to  lie  evenly  between  such 
marked  points,  as  in  such  limited  distance  the  curve  of  the  Parallel  would 
be  practicably  inappreciable  :  and  that  in  rugged  or  mountainous  districts 
through  which  portions  of  the  Boundary  may  run,  and  which  are  physically 
inaccessible,  or  impenetrable,  or  which  are  practically  so  to  the  extent  of 
making  their  beneficial  occupation  improbable  tand  the  labour  and  expense 
of  minutely  marking  the  Boundaiy  therein  consequently  unnecessary  ;  as 
many  prominent  or  accesible  points  as  may  be  possible  or  necessary,  be 
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dotermined  by  survey  between  the  adjacent  Astronomical  stations  and 
marked  by  beacons,  cairns,  or  lanting  monuments  uf  some  suitable  des- 
cription. 

3.  The  United  States  Commissioner  seeing  no  gofKl  reason  to  change  the 
conclusion  arrived  at  by  tlie  joint  Commission  on  the  13th  August,  1858 
that  it  is  "  inexpedient  at  the  present  time  in  consequence  of  the  great 
'expense,  consumption  of  time,  and  the  impracticable  nature  of  the  Country 
'  to  mark  the  whole  Boundary,  by  cutting'  a  track  through  the  dense  forest  " 
and  considering  the  remrtinder  of  the  proposition  of  the  British  Commissioner 
as  already  met  by  the  agreement  of  the  jjint  Commission  to  determine  and 
mark  out  the  Boundary  "  wliere  it  crosses  streams  of  any  size,  permanent 
'trails,  or  any  striking  natural  features  of  the  country,  "  declined  to  adopt 
the  proposition. 

4.  The  British  Commissioner  aimounced  his  intention  to  proceed  with 
the  demarcation  of  the  Boundary,  between  Hemiahinoo  Bay  and  the  Cascade 
Mountains,  in  the  manner  above  proposed  by  hin),  to  such  an  extent  as 
circumstances  would  permit ;  as  delay  in  doing  so  might  involve  the  loss  of 
the  present  season  for  such  purpose,  and  the  inconvenient  postponement  of 
the  work  in  view  of  the  probable  removal  of  the  two  Commissions  from  this 
part  of  the  Country  ;  and  as  this  portion  of  the  operations  would  thus  be 
undertaken  solely  by  the  British  Commission,  that  he  should  report  his  pro- 
ceedings to  ti>e  British  Government  for  their  further  instructions  in  such 
cases. 

5.  The  liritish  Commissioner  subsequently  ?equested  the  United  States 
Commissioner  to  continue  the  cutting  of  the  Boundary  from  Semiahmoo  Bay, 
which  had  been  commenced  by  his  parties,  to  some  further  distance  inland 
in  extension  of  the  arrangement  recorded  in  the  Pfotocol  of  the  14th 
August  1808  "To  cut  the  track  for  a  greater  distance  in  the  vicinity  of 
settlements  on  or  near  the  line,"  so  as  to  meet  the  proposed  cutting  of  the 
British  Commission  proceeding  westward  from  Sumass ;  which  point  the 
United  States  Commissicmer  reserved  for  further  consideration. 

6.  A  proposition  made  by  the  British  Commissioner  respecting  the  nature 
and  provision  of  suitable  monuments  for  marking  and  preserving  the 
Boundary  in  all  accessible  j)ortions  of  it,  was  not  fully  discussed,  and  no 
decision  upon  it  was  arrived  at,  in  conse(|uence  of  the  Uiiitcd  States  Com- 
missioner having  declined  to  proceed  with  the  demarcation  of  the  Boundary 
line  tliroughout.  To  a  further  suggestion  by  tiie  British  Commissioner,  that 
he  should  be  authorized  to  procure  at  the  expense  of  the  joint  Commi'-sion 
a  sufficient  number  of  iron  monumt  nts  to  define  the  portion  of  Boundary 
he  had  announced  his  intention  of  marking  out  this  season,  the  United 
States  Commissioner  decliued  to  accede. 

7.  The  Commissions  agreed  that  the  determination  of  such  a;;'  v  mical 
points  on  or  near  the  Boundary  as  are  still  required  to  complete  the  .series 
between  Semiahmoo  and  the  western  slopes  of  the  Cascade  Mountains  at 
Chilukweyuk  be  undertaken  by  the  British  Commission;  and  that  the 
determination  of  astronomical  points  at  convenient  intervals  in  continuation 
of  the  series  eastward  from  Chilukweyuk  towards  the  Columbia  River  be 
continued  by  both  Commissions  It  svas  also  agreed  that  the  principle  on 
which  points  be  taken  up  by  the  astronomical  parties  of  the  two  Commissions 
bo  that  of  occupying  them  alternately,  subject  to  such  modifications  by  the 
executive  othcers  as  muy  he  mutually  agreed  upon  by  them. 

8.  The  elements  assumetl  for  the  figure  of  the  Earth  (liossel's)  and  the 
nature  of  the  computations  for  the  length  of  the  ordinates  for  connecting 
tangents  with  the  parallel  were  agreed  upon. 

9.  The  British  Commissioner  propo.sedthe  consideration  of  the  astronomical 
results  at  such  points  as  have  already  been  ob.served  by  the  two  Commis- 
sions, with  a  view  to  their  being  finally  adopted  if  found  to  be  satisfactory. 
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10.  Tlie  United  States  CoiiiiDisHioner  prof  if  ised,  before  the  adoption  of  tho.se 
points,  that  the  joint  Conunission  adopt  the  three  followinf^  points  on  the 
49tl»  Parallel,  viz:  Ist.  Tlie  point  wliere  the  Parallrl  intersects  the  Con- 
tinent on  the  Wt'stern  face  ot  Point  Roberts ;  2nd.  The  point  where  the 
Parallel  intersec  ts  the  eiiatern  faoe  of  Point  Roberts  ;  3nl.  The  point  where 
the  Parallel  intcrsectw  the  eastern  shore  of  Hemiahnioo  Ray. 

1 1 .  The  Rritisli  Comniisaioner  declined  eninring  upon  the  present  consider- 
ation of  the  portion  of  the  Roundary,  between  llie  eaattMn  shore  of  Seniiah- 
nioo  R>iy  and  the  western  face  of  Point  Roberts,  in  view  of  the  circum- 
stances which  occurrerl  between  the  Rrilish  Water  Roundary  and  the  United 
States  Cotnuiissioners  prior  to  this  (luestion  iiaving  been  Ijrought  under  his 
notice.  He  further  stated  that  the  points  in  (|uestion  are  most  satisfac- 
torily determined  by  astronomical  operations,  and  that  the  postponement 
of  their  final  adoption  ougiit  to  have  no  ellect  on  the  course  of  proceedings 
eastward  of  Semiahmoo. 

12.  While  circumstances  exist  which  prevent  the  Rritish  Commissioner 
adopting  these  points,  the  United  States  Commissioner  declined  to  adopt 
the  points  submitted  for  consideration  by  the  Rritish  Commissioner. 

(Signed)     J.  S.  HAWKINS 

Lifxit :  Colonel  Rl.  Enf/rs. 

11.  M.  CommtHHioner 

April  iiSth  1859. 


Endorsed. 


Inclosure  No.   1 


To  accompany  Despatch  No.  G  from  Lieut.  Col.  Hawkins,  l  .E.,  H.  M. 
Commissioner,  dated  Esquimault,  "S'ancouver  Island,  May  Slst,  1859. 

Minutes  of  proceedings  at  meetings  of  joint  Commission  for  marking  the 
North  American  Land  Roundary  under  the  Treaty  of  the  15th  June  1846. 

April  25th,  1859. 


No.  7. 


No.  1. 


Esquimault, 

Vancouver's  Island, 

June  14th,  18f:9. 


My  Lord, — I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  copies  of  a  letter,  I 
have  received  from  Mr.  Campbell,  the  United  States  Roundary  Comriis- 
sioner  dated  Camp  Semialimoo,  May  24th  1859,  alleging  a  doubt  in  his 
mind  whether  he  interprets  the  terms  of  Her  Majesty's  Commission  to  me, 
defining  the  portion  of  the  Roundary  line  I  am  empowered  to  determir-e  in 
conjunction  with  him,  according  to  my  own  understanding  of  them,  and 
requesting  me  to  specify  distinctly  the  locality  of  the  western  terminus  of 
the  Roundary  line  described  in  my  Commission ;  ^ad  of  my  reply  to  him  of 
this  day's  date  (Enclosure  No.  1). 

Thi.*}  is  merely  another  attempt  to  force  me  into  a  discussion  respecting 
the  small  portion  of  Roundary  between  Semiahmoo,  and  the  western  face 
of  Point  Roberts,  with  which  question  under  present  circumstances,  I  have 
declined  to  identify  myself  j  and  to  compel  me  to  adopt  the  course  to  which 
the  U.  S.  Commissioner  seems  to  attach  very  undue  and  unaccountable 
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importance  without  waiting  for  the  result  of  Captn.  Prevost'H  reference  to 
your  Lordship,  or  to  implicate  mo  in  alleged  delay  in  the  tfclmical  adoption 
of  the  points  in  the  portion  of  boundary  in  ijueHiion.  It  does  not  ap[)ear 
neccMsary  to  repeat  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  whicli  are  fully  stated  in 
my  ]{eportH  Nos.  3  and  (5  of  the  28th  March  and  iUst  May  ;  and  doubtless 
are  so  ivlso  in  Captn.  Prevost'«  despatches.  The  dithculty  which  Ims  arisen 
was  mainly  caused  by  the  \J .  S.  Commissioner  having  connected  the  adop- 
tion of  the  points  ia  (juestion  with  a  proviso  respecting;  nionuments,  to 
which  Captn.  Prevo.st  did  not  think  fit  to  consent.  But  for  this,  had  the 
points  l)ein  adopted  and  Mr.  Campbell  had  subseciuently  discovered  that 
the  Boundary  between  Semiahmoo  and  the  western  ''aco  of  Point  Roberts 
comes  within  the  limits  of  my  duties  as  part  of  the  l.md  Jioundary,  there 
would  have  been  neither  difficulty  nor  delay  on  my  part  in  a.«8enting  to 
them  in  addition  to  their  (prior)  adoption  by  H.  M.  Water- Boundary  Com- 
missioners ;  but  as  I  have  stated  in  previous  letters,  I  felt  precluded  from 
interfering  in  a  matter  that  had  been  reported  upon  your  Lordship,  until 
some  action  had  been  taken  upon  that  report. 

The  question  is  hardly  worthy  of  reference  ;  and  the  trifling  technicality 
involved  as  to  irhere  the  water  and  land  Boundaues  separate  would  I  doubt 
not  hardly  occur  to  your  Lordship  among  the  mon^  important  points  at 
issue,  I  am  very  willing  to  relieve  Mr.  Cnnipbdl  from  the  dilemma  into 
which  beseems  to  think  he  has  fallen  ;  and  haviii:  consulted  with  Captain 
Prevost,  with  hia  concurrence  f  beg  now  very  respectfully  to  suggest  that  I 
be  peimitted  to  take  the  matter  out  of  hia  hands,  and  to  enter  upon  the 
question  in  conjunction  willi  the  U.  S.  Commissioner  ;  as  there  is  no  doubt 
that  the  point  where  the  49th  Parallel  intersects  the  western  face  of  Point 
Roberts  in  also  that  at  which  it  "strikes  the  eastern  shore  of  the  Channel 
which  separates  the  Continent  from  Vancouver's  Island  "  in  the  terms  of 
my  Commission.  The  point  itself  appertains  however  to  the  water- 
Boundary. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  Lordship's  most  obedient, 
liumble  servant, 

J.  S.  HAWKINS, 


Lieut :  Volonel  Rl.  Eng7-». 

II.  M.  Commissioner. 


The  Right  Honble. 

The  Secretary  of  State 

for  foreign  affairs, 
Ac,  ikc,   ikc. 


endorsed. 


Lt.  Col.  Hawkins, 
June  4th,  I8bd,  No.  7. 


Forwarding  copy  of  Jitterfrom  the  United  States  Boundary  Commissioner 
respecting  the  limits  of  H.  M.  Commission,  and  of  reply  thereto;  with 
remarks  and  suggestions  on  the  subject. 
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F.  O.  811, 

America, 

1858-63. 


Copies. 

U.  S.  North  West 

Boundary  Commission, 
Camp  Semiahmoo, 

May  24th,   1859. 

Sir, — Tn  the  proceedings  of  the  "  First  meeting  of  the  joint  Commission 
for  determining  the  land  Boundary  between  the  United  States  and  the 
British  Possessions  on  the  49th  parallel,  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains" 
signed  by  yourself  and  me  on  the  14th  August,  1858,  it  is  recorded  that 
"credentials  were  mutually  examined  and  found  satisfactory." 

Circumstances  have  occurred  since  the  signing  of  that  paper  which  have 
created  a  doubt  in  my  mind  whether  I  interpreted  the  terms  of  your  Com- 
mission defining  the  Boundary  line  you  are  thereby  empowered  to  deter- 
mine in  conjunction  with  myself  according  to  your  own  understanding  of 
the  same.  I  have  the  honour  therefore  respectfully  to  request  you  to  specify 
distinctly  the  locali^"of  the  western  terminus  of  the  Boundary  line  described 
in  your  Commission. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obdt.  servant, 

(Signed.)     ARCHIBALD  CAMPBELL, 

Comr.  North  West  Boumlarij  Survey 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 


British  Boundary  Commission, 

EsQUiMAULT,  Vancouver  Tsld., 

June  4th,  1859. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  (in 
duplicate)  dated  Camp  Semiahmoo,  May  24th  1859  in  which  you  state  that 
circumstances  have  occurred  which  have  created  a  doubt  in  your  mind 
whether  you  interpret  the  terms  of  my  Commission  defininii;  the  Boundary 
line  I  am  empowered  to  determine  in  conjunction  with  yourself,  accoi'ding 
to  my  understanding  of  the  same  ;  and  requesting  me  to  specify  distinctly 
the  loi'ality  of  the  western  terminus  of  the  Boundary  line  described  in  my 
Commission. 

In  reply  I  take  leave  to  refer  you  as  I  hav^-  already  done  verbally  to  Her 
Majesty's  Commission  itself,  of  which  I  have  had  the  pleasure  to  furni'ih 
you  with  a  copy  ;  and  u|.on  the  terms  of  which  T  have  not  presumed  to  put 
any  interpretation  but  that  which  it  plainly  and  obviously  brars. 

I  presume  that  I  am  justified  in  assuming  that  the  duubt  you  state  you 
have  been  led  to  entestain  upon  the  subject  arose  from  circumstances  which 
occurred  at  the  recent  meeting  of  the  joint  Commission  at  Semiahmoo  in 
April  last.  Permit  me  to  ren»ind  you  that  the  course  which  T  then  thjught 
it  my  duty  to  adopt  had  no  reference  whatever  to  the  terms  of  my  Com- 
mission in  the  sense  indicated  by  you,  and  that  in  addition  to  pursuing  the 
course  which  I  thought  right,  I  claimed  of  you  courtesy  not  to  press  aques- 
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tion  of  no  immediate  importance  upon  me,  the  consideration  of  wliich  exist- 
ing circumstances  arising  from  proceedings  with  which  I  had  been  quite 
unconcerned  would  not  permit  me  to  enter  upon. 

With  high  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  l)e, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)     J.  S.  HAWKINS 

Lieut :  Colonel  Jil.  Eiu/rs. 
II.  M.  Cominisnioner. 

Archibald  Campbell,  Esq., 

United  States  Commissioner, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 

Semiahmoo. 


Jom- 


Endors'-d.  Enclosure  No.  I.  Letter  from  United  States  Boundary 
Commissioner  recjut'sting  to  know  tlie  western  limits  of  the  land  Boundary 
a-;  deiiiied  in  H.  M.  Ccmimission  (dated  24th  May);  and  reply  of  H.  M. 
Commissioner  (dated  4th  June  1859).      To  accompany  De«patch  No.  7. 
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America, 
1858-03. 
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(A) 

4  New  Strkkt, 
Sprinu  Gakdkns, 

Novemb»;r  15th,  1859. 

My  Lord,— Having  applied  to  the  Secretnr}'  of  State  for  War  through 
whose  Department  the  organization  and  details  of  the  North  American 
Boundary  Cunnnission  have  been  conducted,  for  tlie  appointment  of  anotlier 
officer  to  the  Commission  under  circumstances  which  I  detailed  in  full  re- 
specting the  necessity  for  such  additional  services ;  I  have  been  informed 
in  reply  that  my  letter  of  the  25th  October  having  been  laid  before  your 
Lordship  you  consider  it  inexpedient  to  make  such  an  appointment  at  the 
present  moment  as  the  labours  of  the  Commission  are  for  the  present 
suspended,  eni  as  it  is  uncertain  when  they  may  be  lecommenced. 

1  think  it  my  duty  to  represent  to  your  Lordship  that  the  operations  of 
the  land  Boundary  Conunission  were  not  affected  or  interrupted  by  the 
proceedings  of  the  L^nited  States  authorities  with  r.j  ect  to  the  island  of 
San  Juan  and  the  disputed  Water  Boundary  and  that  up  to  the  latest  date 
to  which  I  have  received  any  itifoimation  subseqni.nt  to  my  departure  from 
Vancouver  Island  with  despatches  relating  to  tliose  proceedings,  viz  :  13th 
September,  the  work  of  the  Land  Boundary  Commission  seems  to  have 
been  in  active  progress. 

In  compliance  with  my  instructions  from  your  predecessor  No.  4  :  30th 
March,  1858,  I  directed  Captain  11.  W.  Haig,  R.  A.  the  Chief  Astronomer 
and  senior  military  officer  to  assume  charge  of  tlie  Conmiission  during  my 
absence  :  and  I  wrote  to  caution  him  nottoallow  tlie  troops  (Royal  Engineers) 
attached  to  the  Conmiission  tobe  diverted  from  the  special  ancl'-'^ernational 
service  on  wliicii  the}'  were  engaged,  unless  the  Military  Escort  of  the 
United  States  Commission  sliould  be  withdrawn  to  increase  the  aggressive 
force  at  San  .luan,  or  in  the  event  of  some  sucli  and  unexpected  circum- 
stances ;  stating  that  such  was  tlie  view  1  took  of  the  duty  of  the  Commis- 
sion in  the  existing  state  of  all'airs  but  that  I  did  not  wish  to  limit  his 
authority,  or  to  interfere  with  his  judgment  and  responsibility  wlien  in 
charge  of  the  Commission.     The  very  groat  expenses  already  incurred  by 
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the  Commission  largely  increased  by  the  gold  discoveries  in  British  Colum 
bia  (subsequent  to  its  formation)  and  their  consequences  would  appear  to 
make  it  most  desirable  in  an  economic  point  of  view  not  to  interrupt  its 
labours  : — or  should  such  a  step  unfortunately  become  necessary,  not  to  do 
so  without  bringing  to  completion  as  much  of  the  Boundary  as  lies  between 
the  Sea  and  the  farthest  point  Eastward  to  which  the  astronomical  opera 
tions  may  t'.en  have  been  advanced.  The  latter  course  would  I  think  be 
desirable  e/en  should  it  be  followed  without  the  co-operation  of  the  United 
States  Commission,  as  Indeed  your  Lordship  may  observe  from  my  Report 
No.  6  of  the  31st  May  1859  is  in  some  measure  the  case  with  part  of  the 
work  already  in  progress. 

So  much  of  the  Boundary  (being,  as  statt-d  in  my  letter  just  alluded  to 
partly  that  of  a  district  likely  to  be  required  for  sale  and  occupation  at  an 
early  period)  would  be  of  great  importance  to  the  Colony  of  British  Colum 
bia  as  having  been  authoritatively  marked  out  by  the  British  Commission 
though  perhaps  not  for  the  present  altogether  recognized  by  the  United 
States  Govt. 

The  .June  and  September  Quarter  Accounts  of  the  Commission  not  yei 
forwarded  to  the  War  Department  in  consequence  of  my  absence  will  show 
a  verij  great  expenditure  owing  to  tlie  purchase  of  an  additional  number  of 
mules,  of  forage  and  provisions,  to  charges  for  freight,  ifec,  and  also  to  the 
wages  of  muleteers,  axemen,  itc,  during  the  })resent  working  season  The 
expenses  of  the  Commission  cannot  but  be  very  great  as  I  on  several  occa- 
sions intimated  subsequent  to  my  arrival  in  Vancouver's  Island,  on  seeing 
the  state  of  things  in  the  two  colonies  ;  and  arising  under  any  circum- 
stances from  the  physical  ditliculties  of  the  operations  in  hand. 

At  the  time  of  my  departure  for  England  it  was  found  necessary  to 
obtain  a  further  supply  of  inules  from  California — the  whole  dependence 
of  the  Commission  from  the  banks  of  the  Eraser  River  rests  on  such 
means  of  transport  over  a  most  difficult  and  indeed  almost  impracticable 
country  ;  and  they  could  not  be  disp-nsed  with  without  retarding  the  work, 
which  I  did  not  conceive  it  ev:pedient  to  do  evon  in  view  of  tiie  state  of 
affairs  respecting  San  Juan  and  the  Water  Boundary.  Since  leaving,  I 
have  learnt  that  our  advanced  parties  had  penetrated  the  Cascade  INIoun- 
tains  so  far  as  to  reach  waters  falling  towartls  the  Columbia  River,  upon 
which  Captain  Ilaig  was  about  to  establisii  an  astronomical  station.  The 
passage  of  the  Cascades  will  probably  prove  to  be  one  of  the  most  arduous 
portions  of  the  whole  Boundary.  Much  however  remains  to  be  dom^  to 
complete  the  work  between  such  advanced  point  and  the  Sea ;  and  if  that 
in  the  low  grounds  be  not  completed  by  what  is  virtually  the  end  nf  the 
working  season  I  proposed  to  endeavour  to  continue  it  through  tiie  winter 
so  as  not  to  be  detained  by  it  at  the  opening  of  next  season,  such  a  courso 
might  however  prove  quite  impracticable  owing  to  wet  weather,  swam]  :- 
etc.,  and  difficulty  in  keeping  up  s'lnpliea. 

I  have  combined  the  special  object  for  wiiich  I  was  desirous  to  address 
your  Lordship,  viz  ;  to  explain  that  the  work  of  the  Land  Boundary  Com- 
mission was  in  full  operation — with  some  general  statements  as  to  the  pri>- 
ceedings  and  expenditure  of  the  Commission  ;  in  the  hope  that  under  the 
circumstances  so  detailed  you  may  see  fit  to  reconsider  your  decision  on  my 
application  at  such  a  time  to  add  to  the  numVier  of  officers  attached  to  the 
Commission,  and  to  the  consequent  expense.  Tiie  necessity  for  the  services 
of  another  officer  is  very  fully  explained  in  my  letter  of  the  25th  ultimo  to 
the  Secretary  for  War. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  stating  that  I  have  more  recently  submitted  to 
the  Secretary  for  War  some  requisitions  for  articles  for  the  Commission 
(principally  theodolites  which  are  indispensaVjly  necessary  for  surveying 
purposes,  and  minor  instruments  and  articles),  which  when  referred  to  your 
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F.  U.  811, 

America 

]8i>8-63. 


Lordship's  consideration  you  will  I  hope  sanction.  The  Theodolites  are 
actually  in  liands  b}'  the  makers,  as  I  am  very  desirous  to  take  them  with 
me  on  my  early  return  to  ray  post. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  Lordship's  most  obedient, 

humble  servant, 


J.  S.  HAWKINS, 
Lieut  :  Colonel  Rl.  Engra. 

U.  M.  Commwsioner. 


The  Right  Honble. 

The  Secretary  of  State, 

for  Forc^ign  Affairs. 


B. 

4  New  Street, 

Spring  Gardens, 

November  JSth,  18.59. 

My  Lokd,-— Having  been  permitted  to  peruse  at  the  Foreign  Office  the 
correspondence  vvith  H.  \t.  Minister  as  Washington  respecting  the  opera- 
tions of  the  L^md  Boundary  Comniission,  some  questions  upon  which  have 
be>en  refeiTcd  to  his  decision,  1  perceive  that  a  misapprehension  exists  as  to 
the  proceedings  of  the  United  .States  Comniission. 

The  operations  oont'^inplated  in  tho  two  last  ;uses  of  the  joint  protocol 
of  14th  August  1858  and  in  Clause  7  of  the  Miailrs  of  'IntU  A|)ril,  1859, 
were  in  full  progress  by  the  U.  S.  Commission  up  to  the  time  ul:  my  leaving 
Vancouver  Island  and  to  the  latest  date  to  which  T  have  ince  received 
any  intelligence.  These  operations  included  the  reconnaissan';e  of  the 
country  in  advanc;e-opening  trails,  the  fixation  of  pi>ints  astron(jmlcal!y  at 
considerab'e  distances  apart,  and  no  doubt  connecting  iiy  su.vey  (but 
irrespective  of  the  parallel)  the  points  on  the  Boundary  derived  from  such 
astronomical  stations  :  besides  which  tiie  U.  S.  Surveyors  wert^  engaged 
upon  the  topography  of  the  frontier  when  not  otherwise  occupied. 

The  U.  S.  Commissioner  holds  alo(jf  principally  by  declining  to  deline 
and  mark  the  actual  and  continuous  Boundary,  in  accordance  with  the 
explicit  instructions  convej-ed  to  me  by  letter  No.  2,  .30th  March,  1858  ; 
with  wiiat  I  pr^'sunu!  to  have  been  the  special  intention  of  both  Govern- 
ments in  appointing  the  joint  (^ununission  ;  and  with  my  own  opinion  of 
the  absolute  necf  Mty  of  doing  so  for  the  due  performance  of  the  duties 
entru>teil  to  us. 

From  Clauses  i)-r2  of  the  minutes  of  the  ioth  April,  1859,  it  will  also 
be  seen  that  the  U.  S.  Commissioner  declined  to  consider  or  proposed  un- 
necessarily to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  astronomical  results  arrived 
at  with  a  view  to  their  final  or  technical  adoption  during  the  progress  of 
the  work.  iSuch  a  cours<^  seems  to  me  to  be  obviously  necessary  to  remove 
all  doul>t  of  the  authenticity  <.)f  such  results  while  the  (possible)  objecting 
party  is  still  within  reach  of  the  points  of  observation.  Since  the  meetings 
recorded  ii.  tiio  above-mentioned  minut.js,  I  have  proposed  to  the  U.  S. 
Commissioner  "  that  the  Astronomers  should  interchange  the  observations 
"  and  results  at  any  original  stations  determined  by  them  as  soon  as  possible, 
"  and  al&o  the  not«!s  of  survey  from  such  stations  to  the  points  on  the 
"parallel  derived  from  them,  as  being  necessary  "  to  assure  each  Commis- 
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'•  sion  of  the  satiafactoriness  of  the  observations,   &c.   before  its  removal 
"  froni  the  neighbourhood."     To  this  Mr.  Campbell  would  not  accede. 

There  are  I  regret  to  say  other  minor  points  in  which  the  British  and 
U.  S.  Commissions  do  not  work  with  the  concert  whicli  would  be  so  con- 
ducive to  the  agreeable,  rapid  and  economical  performance  of  our  duties  ; 
but  with  which  I  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  trouble  your  Lordship. 

It  is  however  due  to  myself  to  say  that  I  have  on  several  occasions  stated 
to  tlie  U.  'S.  Coujinissioner  my  earnest  desire  on  the  part  of  H.  M.  Com- 
mi.-^sion  "  to  do  our  full  share  of  the  work  and  to  bear  a  full  proportion  of 
"  the  expense,"  U>  work  in  the  fullest  concert  with  theU.  8,  Commission  in 
all  details,  and  to  act  with  the  utmost  harmony  and  cordiality  in  my  com- 
niuniciitions  with  him. 

Apiirt  from  want  of  concert,  the  only  portion  of  work  1  have  undertaken 
indeporidently  of  the  U.S.  Commission  is  the  actual  demarcation  of  the 
Bounrlfiry  from  Semiahmoo  eastwards  to  Sumass  and  Schweltza,  a  distance 
of  al) :>ut  35  miles  between  the  sea  and  the  roots  of  the  C'asctide  Mountains 
—  pciuling  the  reference  to  your  Lordsiiip  tor  instructions  as  to  whether  in 
accessible  ground  so  important  a  part  of  the  general  work  is  to  be  left 
unexecuted  in  consequence  of  the  rofu'^al  of  the  U.S.  Commissioner  to  co- 
operate in  it.  This  small  portion  of  the  Boundary  will  I  hope  be  completed 
this  season,  or  so  nearly  so,  as  to  make  it  highly  desirable  not  to  leave  it 
incomplete.  By  desire  of  the  Under  Secretary  of  your  Department,  I  have 
rrr-uested  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  as  to  the 
necessity  for  permanently  marking  it  by  iron  monuments  in  the  manner 
adopted  by  the  joint  Commission  on  the  New  Brunswick  and  Maine 
Boundary  ;  upon  which  question  I  understand  your  Lordship  will  be  com- 
municated with.  I  may  state  to  you,  as  I  have  stated  to  the  Colonial 
Secretary,  that  the  astronomical  points  at  Semiahmoo  and  Sumass  includ- 
ing a  distance  of  about  25  miles  were  primarily  determined  by  the  U.S. 
Commission  so  that  no  adverse  question  can  arise  about  them;  while  the 
terms  of  the  curve  of  the  parallel  were  duly  agreed  upon  by  the  joint  Com- 
mission, and  will  be  carefully  adhered  to  in  laying  out  the  intervening 
space — and  that  the  point  astronomically  fixed  at  Schweltza  within  the 
mountains  8  or  10  miles  east  of  Sumass,  which  I  propose  to  form  the 
eastern  extremity  of  the  portion  of  Boundary  under  consideration  was 
fixed  with  great  care  by  the  British  Chief  Astronomer  and  its  accuracy  can 
be  fully  relied  upon. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  Lordship's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 


J.  S.  HAWKINS, 
Lieut :  Colonel  HI.  Engrs, 

H.  M.  Commissioner. 


The  Right  Honble. 

The  Secretary  of  State, 

for  Foreign  Affairs. 


Endorsed. 


London,  Novr.  2eth,  1859. 


aJ 


Lt.  Colonel  Hawkins,  R.E.,  H.  M.  Commissioner,  B— separate.  Reed. 
Novr.  29th  By  Post,  Explaining  proceedings  of  the  United  States 
Commission  in  conjunction  with  H.  M.  North  American  Boundary  Com- 
mission. 
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Boundary  Commission  Camp, 

Dalles  Oregon,  U.S., 

May  31st,  1860. 

Extract  of  Letter  Lieut.-Col,  Ilaivkinn  to  Secretary   of  State  for  Foreign 

Affairs. 

My  Lord, — I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  your  Lordship  the  following 
report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Nortli  American  Boundary  Commission 
during  the  seasr)n  of  18  D-GO  ;  in  continuation  of  the  narrative  of  the  opera- 
tions detailed  in  my  despatch  No.  3  of  the  28th  March,  1859 ;  and  with 
reference  to  the  arrangements  made  for  their  prosecution  communicated  to 
you  in  letter  No.  (5  of  the  iilst  May,  1859. 

2.  In  my  last  report,  I  informed  your  Lordship  that  Capt.  Darrah,  R.E., 
the  Asst.  Astronomer  to  the  Commi.ssion,  Dr.  Lyall,  R.N.,  the  Surgeon  and 
Naturalist,  and  a  Large  proportion  of  the  detachment  of  Royal  Engineers 
had  proceeded  to  the  Sumass  River  on  the  9th  April ;  nn  advanced  party 
i saving  been  .'^ent.  there  a  short  time  previously  to  erect  store  houses  in 
readiness  for  the  reception  of  provisions  ; — that  Captain  Haig,  R.A.,  the 
Chief  Astronomer  (with  a  few  more  Sappers)  had  gone  thither  on  the  25th 
April,  after  attending  the  meetings  of  the  joint  Commission  at  Semiahmoo  ; 
and  that  Mr.  Lord,  the  Assistant  NaturaUst  and  Veterinary  Surgeon  had 
arrived  at  the  same  place  at  the  end  of  April  with  the  pack-animals  and 
some  beef-cattle  from  Puget  Sound. 

3.  Captn.  Darrah  proceeded  at  once  to  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Sumass 
astronomical  station,  and  employed  his  part)'  in  opening  trails  to  the 
Boundary  and  extending  the  clearing  along  it,  which  liad  been  commenced 
in  the  previous  season  and  which  it  was  now  intended  to  complete  tijrough- 
out  the  interval  between  Semiahmoo  and  the  point  on  the  parallel  derived 
from  the  Sell weltza  Astronomical  station.  Besides  the  storehouses  at  Sumass 
sheds  were  erected  for  the  accommodation  of  the  pack-train ;  and  the  neces- 
sary bridges  were  made  over  the  streams  on  the  njrth  and  west  sides  of 
Sumass  Lake,  by  which  route  communication  between  the  depot  and  Captn. 
Darrah's  camp  was  maintained  until  it  was  altogether  cut  off  by  the 
periodical  rising  of  the  waters  which  covtred  the  prairies  surrounding  the 
Lake  to  the  depth  of  several  feet.  From  that  time  communication  was  kept 
up  by  water  ;  but  provisions,  ifec.  were  transported  from  Capt.  Darrah's 
Depot  to  his  working  parties  by  means  of  a  proportion  of  pack-animals  sup- 
plied for  that  purpose.  The  surveying  to  ascertain  the  direction  of  the 
Boundary  was  performed  by  Sappers  under  Captn.  Darrah's  supervision  ; 
and  the  clearing  was  made  by  working  par  ties — principally  of  hired  axemen, 
of  such  strength  as  could  be  obtained  or  could  be  conveniently  employed, 
until  the  end  of  July  when  it  was  found  absolutely  necessary  to  discontinue 
it  until  later  in  the  year,  owing  to  the  impossibility  of  getting  men  to  work 
on  account  of  the  indescribable  annoyance  caused  by  mo.squitoes. 

4.  Captn.  Haig  remained  at  Sumass  until  the  middle  of  May,  1  y  which 
time  he  had  stored  the  Depot  with  provisions ;  and  he  also  purchased  an 
additional  number  of  mules,  as  it  soon  became  apparent  that  the  strength  of 
our  pack-train  was  far  below  the  amount  of  work  that  would  be  icijuind 
from  it — our  whole  dependence  resting  on  such  means  of  transport  o\-er  a 
very  difficult  and  lengthening  lino  of  communication.  Captn.  Haig  pro- 
ceeded on  the  17th  May  to  Sch weltza  astronomical  station  which  lie  had 
occupied  at  the  time  of  the  previous  .season,  but  at  which  he  wisher!  to 
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repeat  liis  observations  with  a  Zenith  Telescope  kindly  lent  to  Van  CoTiniis- 
sion  by  the  United  States  Chief  Astronomer.  Here  a  good  boat  for 
supplying  and  comniunicnting  with  tlie  Camp  at  the  Ijend  of  the  Lr.ke  had 
to  be  built;  the  distance  across  being  '2\  miles  an<l  the  mountain  sides 
hemming  in  the  Lake  being  impassable.  Captn.  Haig  wus  delayed  at  this 
Station  for  a  long  time,  viz  :  up  to  th^  1 5th  July,  first  by  the  olse'vations 
and  computations  but  principally  in  consequence  of  the  length  ol  survey 
which  had  to  be  made  between  the  astronomical  station  and  Paralk',,  which 
included  the  labour  of  clearing  its  course.  I  may  hero  reniaik  thst  at  the 
very  close  of  the  previous  year's  operations  when  in  fact  the  winter  had  set 
in  with  severity,  there  was  no  time  to  select  and  prepare  a  station  nearer  to 
the  Parallel,  the  only  approach  to  which  at  this  point  is  up  the  Schweltza 
Valley. 

5.  While  Captns.  Haig  and  Darrah  were  thus  employed,  storehouses  were 
in  process  of  erection  at  a  site  selecte  i  for  a  Depot  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Chilukweyuk  River  for  the  supply  of  the  parties  at  Schweltza  and  on  the 
line  of  operations  to  the  eastward  of  that  point;  and  as  soon  as  possible 
large  quantities  of  provisions  and  for.ige  were  stored  at  Chilukweyuk  which 
place  formed  our  main  depot  during  the  greater  part  of  the  season.  The 
trail  between  Sumass  and  Chilukweyuk  and  that  liranching  to  Schweltza 
required  n'pair  and  frequent  attention.  Working  parties  woro  then  pushed 
forward  upon  the  trail  between  Cliilukweyuk  depot  an<l  lake,  a  distance  of 
35  mile-,  which  was  gi'eatly  improved  and  in  some  places  diverted — this 
proved  a  very  costly  operation,  but  upon  the  good  condition  of  the  trail  tlie 
successful  maintenance  of  a  regular  supply  of  provisions,  kc.  to  the  advanc- 
ed parties  with  our  limited  pack-train  very  gieatly  depended, 

8.  On  my  arrival  at  Chilukweyuk,  Captn.  Haig  was  engaged  at  Schweltza 
and  Capt.  Darrah  at  Sumass,  as  above  stated  in  paragrai;hs  3  and  4.  Lieut : 
Roche  was  immediately  employed  exploring  the  left  hank  of  the  Chiluk- 
weyuk River  with  the  view  of  establishing  a  connnunication  with  the 
Selacee  Valley  which  is  crossed  by  the  49th  Parallel  and  through  which 
flows  a  tributary  of  the  Chilukweyuk  upon  which  it  was  intended  to 
establish  a  station.  He  attempted  to  bridge  the  Tummeahai,  a  similar 
tributary,  some  miles  up  which  is  a  station  of  the  U.  S.  Commission  ;  but 
this  as  well  as  the  formation  of  a  good  trail  was  found  to  be  impracticable. 
Lieut :  Roche  then  proceeded  beyond  the  Chilukweyuk  Lake  for  the  pur- 
pose of  selecting  a  spot  for  an  astronomical  station  between  Chuckchelium 
(the  eastermost  point  fixed  by  the  U.  S.  Commission  in  the  preceding 
season)  and  the  Skagit  River  at  which  the  U.  S.  Astronomers  were  tlion 
employed  but  the  intervening  mountains  proved  inaccessiV)le,  at  least  for 
such  an  object.  He  continued  his  explorations  beyond  the  Skagit ;  a  trail- 
making  party  being  employed  in  opening  a  road  to  the  eastward,  upon 
which  the  U.  S.  Commission  were  also  at  work.  The  trail  used  between 
Chilukweyuk  Lake  and  the  Skagit  was-  reopened  and  improved  by  the 
Atnericans  before  our  parties  had  advanced  so  far.  At  the  extreme  of  his 
explorations,  Lieut :  Roche  discovered  a  stream,  a  tributary  of  tiieSiniil- 
knmeen,  and  therefore  on  the  eastern  slope  of  the  Cascade  watershed. 
Upon  this  stream,  which  Capt.  Haig  named  Roche  River,  a  site  for  an 
astronomical  station  was  selected.  Just  at  this  time  Lieut,  Roche  was 
recalled  to  his  ship  owing  to  circunistances  arising  from  the  occupation  of 
the  Island  of  San  Juan  by  United  States  troops ;  and  Capt.  Haig  going  to 
the  Chilukweyuk  Lake  at  the  same  time  to  make  arrangements  on  his 
taking  charge  of  the  Commission  in  consequence  of  his  having  received 
information  of  my  sudden  departure  for  England,  Lieut :  Roche  acconi 
panied  him  and  thus  terminated  his  ccnncc  ion  with  the  Boundary  Com- 
mission. 
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9.  On  completing  Schweltza  station  Capt.  Haig  proceeded  to  Chilukweyuk 
Lake  where  he  remained  for  a  short  time  superintending  the  arrangements 
for  the  establishment  of  an  advanced  depot  at  that  place.  The  line  of 
communication  here  traverses  the  whole  length  of  the  lake,  a  distance  of  5 
miles  (the  margin  being  as  at  Schweltza  impassabln)  for  the  passage  of 
which  a  large  float  or  "  scow  "  capable  of  containing  a  number  of  animals 
had  been  built  by  a  party  of  Sappers  aided  by  civilians,  and  a  canoe  made 
by  Indians.  This  obstruction  rendered  it  nec3ssary  to  keep  a  separate 
pack-train  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  lake  to  communicate  with  the  advanced 
parties  while  the  storfs  at  the  lake  depot  were  kept  supplied  by  the  train 
travelling  between  it  and  the  main  depot  at  the  mouth  of  the  River.  This 
separation  tended  still  fuither  to  cripple  our  limited  means  of  transport. 
A  lateral  trail  of  5  miles  having  been  made  to  it  Captn.  Haig  occupied  an 
astronomical  station  upon  Roche  River,  the  work  of  which  he  completed 
between  the  9th  and  "iGth  September.  The  parallel  was  here  marked  by  a 
clearing  20  feet  wide  across  the  narrow  valley,  with  a  cairn  at  each  end  of 
it  4  ft.  square  at  base  and  4  ft.  high.  Stone  was  scarce  ;  and  time  pressing, 
as  winter  was  already  setting  in  at  this  altitude.  In  consequence  of  Lieut : 
Roche's  recall  to  his  ship  and  Lieut  ;  Mayne  not  having  been  able  to  join 
the  Commission,  Messrs.  Calder  and  Macdonald  had  been  engaged  as  sur- 
veyors ;  and  while  Captn.  Haig  wa^  employed  at  Roche  River  station,  Mr. 
Calder  performed  the  survey  tiotwoen  it  and  the  Skagit  River,  and  Mr. 
Macdonald  that  i.etween  the  Sk;igit  and  Chilukweyuk  Lake.  By  the  end 
of  September  snow  had  begun  to  fall  in  the  mountains  and  no  more  work 
in  advance  could  be  undertaken.  Captn.  Haig  and  the  surveyors  therefore 
retreated — Captn.  Haig's  camp  on  one  occasion  Ijcing  pitched  in  6  inches  of 
snow.  The  survey  from  the  Chilukweyuk  Lake  to  tha  mouth  of  the  River, 
including  the  connections  with  the  Nasaquotch  and  Selacee  Valleys  here- 
after mentioned  in  paragraph  10,  wat  at  this  sime  executed  by  Messrs.  Calder 
and  Macdonald  ;  as  also  the  survey  between  the  latter  point  •■  nd  the  foot 
of  Schweltza  Lake  Inch  had  been  connected  with  the  astronom.^al  station 
at  its  head  l)y  triangulation. 

10.  I  now  continue  the  detail  of  Captn.  Darrah's  proceedings  from  para- 
graph 3.  Having  discontinued  for  a  time  the  cutting  of  the  Boundary  be- 
tween Seraiatimoo  and  Sumass,  and  Schweltza  as  previously  stated,  at  the 
beginning  of  August,  that  otiicer  arrived  at  the  right  bank  of  the  Chiluk- 
weyuk River  opposite  the  Selacee  valley,  in  which  as  also  in  Nasaquot'ih  val- 
ley it  W!i8  intended  to  establish  stations,  and  to  define  the  crossing  of  the 
Parallel.  Here  much  detention  occurred  in  bridging  the;  Chilukweyuk  River 
and  in  finishing  a  trail  6  j  miles  long  up  the  valley  ;  and  it  was  not  until 
the  31st  August  that  Captn.  Daii'ali  was  able  to  begin  his  observation.s, 
which  OL"'upied  him  until  the  11  th  September.  Meanwhile  a  trail  6 J  miles 
long  was  .  Iso  in  progress  up  the  Nasaquotch  valley  from  another  bridge 
over  the  Ciiilukweyuk,  and  as  soon  as  it  was  completed  Captain  Darrah 
proceeded  thither  and  was  fortunate  in  the  occui'nMue  of  clear  weathtr  to 
enable  him  to  obtain  a  suHiciency  of  observations  just  in  time.  A  cutting 
along  the  Boundary  across  the  valley  was  made  at  Nasaquotch,  though 
only  to  the  extent  of  300  yarfls,  a  caii-n  of  stono.s  was  erected  at  the  east 
end  of  it,  ami  a  rock  ficcui-ring  in  the  Parallel  untlie  left  bank  of  the  stream 
was  marked  thus  A  1 — this  station  was  occupied  between  the  1st  and  27th 
October,  by  which  time  there  ^vas  about  a  foot  of  snow  on  the  ground. 
Captain  Darrah  then  returned  to  Selacee,  and  completed  the  work  in  that 
valley — the  bridge  over  the  Chilukweyuk  had  been  partially  carried  away 
and  provisions  and  stores  had  to  he  "  packed  "  by  Indiai.s.  A  cairn  of 
stones  4  ft.  square  at  base  and  G  feet  high  was  erected  on  the  right  bank  of 
the  stream  and  on  the  left  bank  a  waterfall  occurs  just  on  the  parallel. 
There  was  now  about  two  feet  of  snow  on  the  ground,  and  Captn.  Darrah 
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was  in  fear  of  being  snowed  up,  and  considered  the  season  too  far  advanced 
to  perform  the  requisite  cutting  across  the  valley  which  was  therefore  left 
undone.  He  states  that  the  tlioroughly  impracticable  nature  of  the  Coun 
try  in  both  the  Selacee  and  Nasaquotch  valleys  will  prevent  all  settling  for 
man}'  years — tiiis  is  doubtless  so,  and  may  be  said  generally  of  the  Cascade 
Mountains  ;  but,  nevertheless,  the  fixation  of  as  many  practicable  points  as 
possible  is  even  under  such  circumstances  an  important,  and  unfortunately 
u  very  expensive  part  of  the  duties  of  the  Commission. 

1 1.  On  Captn.  Haig  withdrawing  from  tlie  Mountains  early  in  October,  he 
turned  his  attention  to  cutting  the  parallel  between  Sumass  and  Hchweltza, 
wliifli  had  been  discontinued  at  the  end  of  July.  Some  bridges  on  the 
trail  alon^  the  east  side  of  Sumass  Lake  communicating  between  the  depot 
and  that  portion  of  the  Boundary,  which  has  been  washed  away  by  the 
floods  had  to  be  restored  ;  and  se\  eral  miles  of  trail  were  made.  Cuttings 
were  proceeded  with  as  soon  as  possible  both  from  the  Schweltza  and 
Sumass  points  on  the  parallel ;  from  the  former  under  Captn.  H.tig  himself  ; 
and  from  the  latter  under  Mr.  Stephens,  an  engaged  surveyor,  who  had 
been  previously  employed  reconnoitring  for  and  opening  a  trail  between 
Langley  and  the  Parallel.  When  the  cuttings  became  visible  from  each 
other  <in  the  12th  December,  Captn.  Haig  found  that  tliey  dittered  about  8 
seconds  in  Latitude,  they  were  however  connected,  though  the  line  thus 
defined  is  obviously  not  strictly  the  Boundary  of  the  Treaty.  The  season 
was  now  so  far  advanced  that  nothing  more  could  be  done,  excepting  that 
Captn.  Dan  ah  and  his  party  were  left  at  work  on  the  section  of  Boundary 
between  Sumass  and  Semiahmoo  as  detailed  below  in  paragraph  12.  On 
the  27th  December,  accompanied  by  Lieut :  Wilson,  Or.  Lyall,  Messrs. 
Lord  and  Banerman,  and  a  proportion  of  the  Detachment  of  Royal 
Engineers,  Captn.  Haig  lefc  the  Fraser  River  and  retired  for  the  winter  to 
Esquimauit. 

12.  Captn.  Haig  being  employed  on  theline  between  Schweltza  and  Sumass; 
on  Cnptn.  Darrah  withdrawing  from  the  Selacee  Valley,  he  proceeded  on 
the  21st  November  to  open  a  trail  (already  in  progress)  from  Fort  Langley 
to  the  Parallel  between  Sumass  and  Semiahmoo,  by  which  route  it  was  pro- 
po.sed  to  supply  the  cutting  parties  on  that  section  with  provisions,  itc. 
from  Fort  Langley.  Opening  this  trail  to  the  Parallel,  and  then  eastward 
along  it  proved  a  lengthy  and  expensive  affair,  the  country  being  very 
marshy  and  encumbered  with  burnt  timber  ;  and  it  was  not  until  the  end 
of  January  that  it  was  completed.  Meanwhile  at  the  end  of  December 
Ml'.  Stephens,  detached  from  Captn.  Haig  on  completing  the  Sumass  and 
Schweltza  cutting,  proeeeded  with  the  work  abandoned  by  Captn.  Darrah 
in  July,  widening  to  20  feet  some  part  of  the  cutting  which  had  been  pre- 
viously made  only  10  ft.  wide,  and  producing  it  to  [a  distance  of  about 
11  milei:  from  Sumass,  to  a  large  cranberry  marsh  at  which  it  was  proposed 
to  connect  the  cutting  with  tiiat  made  from  the  westward.  Captn.  Darrah 
established  an  astronomical  staticm  about  live  miles  east  ot  Semiahmoo  Bay, 
from  which  cuttings  were  connected  east  and  west  early  in  February — these 
were  completed  by  the  end  of  February,  viz  :  8  8  miles  to  the  eastward 
meeting  the  cutting  brought  from  Sumass  to  the  Cranberry  Marsh  with  a 
discrepancy  of  38  yards;  and  3  3  miles  to  the  west  meeting  the  cutting  of 
1  86  miles  made  by  the  U.  S.  Commission  from  the  point  of  the  eastern 
shore  of  Semiahmoo  Bay  with  a  discrepancy  of  3  yards.  The  whole  distance 
opened  from  Semiahmoo  Bay  to  Sumass  is  '2h  miles,  and  that  from  Sumass 
to  the  Schweltza  point  is  about  i'J  miles — in  all  34^  miles.  Points  on  the 
line  weie  marked  by  pickets,  and  with  stone  when  procurable  —these  it  is  to 
be  hoped  may  be  easily  identified  il  the  permanent  definition  of  the  line  is 
eventually  proceeded  with.  A  fe»v  nnn-commissioned  officers  and  the  Sap- 
pers and  the  packers  retained  in   employment   being  left  in  charge  of  the 
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horses  and  mules  which  were  to  be  wintered  on  the  Sumass  prairie ;  Captn, 
Darrah,  Lieut :  Anderson,  and  the  remainder  of  the  Royal  Engineers  with- 
drew to  E.squimault. 

14.  The  operations  of  the  season  of  1859  60  have  been  as  follows  : — 
The  determination  of  Latitude  at  station  5  miles  east  of  Semiahnioo  Bay, 

at  Selacee,  Nasaquotch,  and  IJoche  River,  and  also  at  Schweltza,  the  observa- 
tibns  taken  at  that  station  with  the  Zenith  Telescope,  being  complete  for 
such  purpose  independently  of  those  made  in  1858  with  an  Altazimuth  ;  the 
opening  of  a  line  through  the  fcrest  from  the  east  end  of  the  U.  S.  cutting 
1"86  miles  east  of  Semialimoo  Bay,  past  the  Station  on  the  parallel  at 
yumass,  to  that  at  Schweltza,  a  distance  of  t32J,  miles,  or  in  ail  34J  miles. 

The  connection  by  survey  of  the  stations  on  the  Boundaiy  extending 
from  Schweltza  on  the  west  to  Roche  River  on  the  east,  including  references 
to  the  stations  of  the  U.  S.  Commission  at  Chilukweyuk  Lake  Chukchehum 
and  the  Skagit  River.  The  distance  along  the  Parallel  being  about  70  miles. 
This  survey  it  must  be  observed  makes  no  pretence  of  defining  the  course 
of  the  Boundary  but  is  carried  from  point  to  point  by  the  nearest  prac- 
ticable routes — a  portion  of  it  between  Chilukweyuk  Lake  and  the  Skagit 
River  will  have  to  be  re-executed  this  season  owing  to  a  failure  in  the  result 
of  the  work  performed  by  Mr.  Macdonald.  A  lirge  amount  of  trail-making 
bridging,  corduroying,  ikc.  forming  some  of  the  most  expensive  and  tedious 
portions  of  the  operations.  Barometer  readings  were  taken  at  Chilukweyuk 
I^ke,  and  at  various  stations  between  it  and  Roche  River — they  have  since 
been  compared  with  readings  taken  by  the  Royal  Engineers  at  New  West- 
minster; and  although  the  distance  from  New  Westminster  is  great,  from 
the  agreement  of  numerous  comparisons  it  is  probable  that  the  altitudes  so 
determined  cannot  be  much  in  error. 

Meteorological  registers  were  kept  with  regularity  at  the  winter  quarters 
at  Esquimault ;  but  the  observations  made  with  the  parties  in  the  field  were 
too  fragmentary  and  incomplete  to  be  of  much  sciennfic  value.  Little  or 
nothing  was  done  towards  extending  topographical  reseaiches  beyond  the 
immediate  line  of  operations,  for  the  determination  of  the  Boundary,  as  all 
the  surveyors  were  fully  occupied  in  forwarding  the  main  objects  of  the 
Commission. 

15.  I  must  draw  your  Lordship's  attention  to  the  fact,  that  (jwing  to  the 
difficulty — nay — impossibility  of  conducting  a  strictly  accurate  survey 
through  such  ground  as  it  traverses,  the  cutting  between  Semiahmoo  and 
Sumass  does  not  accurately  represent  the  Boundary,  which  requires  to  be  a 
line  of  even  curvature  between  points  on  the  Parallel  derived  from  the 
astronomical  observations  (such  points  themselves  being  subject  to  probable 
and  perhaps  opposite  errors),  fulfilling  certain  conditions  the  terms  of  wiifch 
have  been  jointly  agreed  upon  by  the  Chief  Astronomers  of  the  two  Com- 
missions. The  cutting  is  however  a  near  approximation  to  the  Boundary. 
With  your  Lordship's  consent,  communicated  to  me  by  the  Secretary  for 
the  Colonies,  a  number  of  iion  monuments  to  define  this  portion  of  Boundary 
(as  far  e.astward  as  Schweltza)  are  ordered  to  be  supplied  from  England; 
but  strict  injunctions  have  been  given  to  me  not  to  place  them  in  position 
without  the  concurrence  of  my  United  States  Colleague,  who  refused  to 
undertake  any  portion  of  such  clearing  excepting  to  a  very  limited  extent 
at  points  determined  astronomically,  ckc.  and  who  strenuously  objected  to 
my  doing  it  on  the  part  of  the  British  Commission  even  pending  a  reference 
to  H.M.  Government  on  the  subject.  Should  Mr.  Campbell  under  instruc- 
tions from  his  Government  (which  I  was  informed  by  General  Cass  would 
be  communicated  to  him,  though  much  would  still  be  left  to  his  discretion 
and  judgment)  consent  to  the  proper  demarcation  of  this  portion  of  the 
Boundary,  the  discrepannes  in  the  meeting  of  the  cuttings  made  from  diff- 
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erent  points  alluded  to  in  paragraph  12  will  have  to  be  rectified  when  fixing 
the  nionumentii. 

16.  Aa  stated  in  paragraph  11  there  is  also  a  serious  discrepancy  of  about 
8  seconds  in  the  meeting  of  the  cuttings  east  and  west  from  Sumass  and 
Schweltza  stations  in  an  interval  of  only  9^  miles.  The  Sumass  latitude 
was  determined  by  the  American  Commission  and  verified  by  Captns.  Haig 
and  Darrali,  and  the  measurement  from  the  station  to  the  Parallel  whs  also 
verified.  The  Hchweltza  latitude  was  deitermined  by  Captns.  Haig  and 
Darrah  in  1858  with  an  Altazimuth,  and  again  in  the  past  season  by  Captn. 
Haig  with  a  Zenith  Telescope.  The  determinations  differed  but  slightly  ; 
and  that  made  with  the  Zenith  Tele.'^cope  was  adopted,  the  result  obtained 
bning  more  satisfactory.  The  station  is  situated  at  a  meridional  distance 
of  about  2^  miles  from  ti>e  Parallel  ;  the  length  of  traverse  measurement 
to  the  Parallel  under  very  unfavorable  conditions  being  4^  miles,  that 
along  the  meridian  being  impracticable.  The  survey  was  carefully  made 
with  a  nmsjnably  good  result,  but  the  accuracy  of  the  point  on  the  Parallel 
is  no  doubt  affected  by  it ;  but  it  is  probable  that  the  larger  part  of  the 
error  is  duo  to  local  causes.  Captn.  Haig  is  satisfied  with  the  accuracy  of 
the  latitude  at  Sunuiss — the  measurement  to  the  Parallel  being  moreover 
for  only  a  moderate  distance  along  the  Meridian.  Gtioald  the  actual  Bound- 
ary he  defined  and  marked  as  T  flesire,  this  ai.crepjincy  must  be  carefully 
examined  and  rectified  if  possible,  additional  observations  may  be  made  at 
Schweltza  onorvlos'-.  to  the  Parallel  ;  the  point  on  it  being  attained  by  sur- 
vey from  the  astronomical  station  on  the  lake  being  in  a  great  measure 
removed  from  the  inlluence  of  the  mountains.  In  my  opinion  the  result  at 
this  point  tends  to  raise  doubts  as  to  the  strict  accuracy  of  any  of  the 
mountain  stations. 

17.  The  Country  between  Semiahmoo  and  Sumass  is  .overed  with  dense 
forest,  and  the  greater  part  of  it  is  flat  and  swampy,  but  it  would  I  think 
prove  very  suitable  for  agricultural  purposes  on  being  cleared.  The  banks 
of  the  Fraser  River  near  Fort  Langley  consist  of  gravel  terraces  rising  to 
100  ft  in  height,  also  covered  with  forests  which  enclose  some  small  prairies. 
On  the  west  side  of  the  Sumass  River  and  lake  is  a  remarkable  isolated 
mass  of  rugged  Mountain,  extending  in  nearly  a  N.  &  8.  direction  from  the 
Fraser  River  to  the  Boundary,  and  attaining  an  altitude  of  about  2,000  ft. 
Around  the  Sumass  Lake  and  extending  thence  to  the  mouth  of  the  Chiluk- 
weyuk  River  are  rich  prairie  lands  of  considerable  extent,  but  they  are 
subject  to  periodical  floods  at  the  beginning  of  summer  which  detracts 
greatly  from  their  value.  These  prairies  are  ahnost  entirely  within  British 
Territory.  This  district  I  consider  available  for  inmiediate  occupation,  and 
very  likely  to  be  settled  upon  at  an  early  period.  Indeed  some  persons 
were  already  located  and  cattle  were  grazed  upon  the  prairies,  and  the 
authorities  of  British  Columbia  had  commenced  surveying  operations  upon 
or  close  to  the  Boundary.  Trails  leading  fro;n  the  United  States  territory 
pass  through  the  district ;  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  assert  that  strong  reason 
exists  for  the  complete  and  final  demarcation  of  this  part  of  the  Boundary. 
Between  Sumass  and  Schweltza  the  Cascade  Mountains  commence ;  and 
thence  to  Roche  River,  which  was  the  extreme  point  attained  last  season. 
They  continue  without  intermission  throughout  this  interval  the  country 
may  confidently  be  stated  to  be  unfit  for  settlement.  As  far  as  we  have 
yet  penetrated,  the  Skagit  valley  is  the  most  promising,  being  about  a  mile 
in  width  ;  but  it  is  nearly  inaccessible  from  the  British  side.  The  trail  to 
the  east  of  it  rises  about  6,000  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  and  is 
impassable  on  account  of  snow  alxjut  a  fortnight  later  in  spring,  and  earlier 
in  autumn  than  the  rest  of  the  route ;  and  the  approach  to  it  from  the  west 
is  long,  mountainous  and  rugged,  though  of  less  altitude.  In  the  Mountains 
the  l^ne  of  operations  led  over  two    great   watersheds  which  crossed  the 
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direction  of  the  Boundary,  viz:  that  between  the  Chilukv*»!yuk  and  Ska^t 
Itiver,  flowinj^  in  opposite  directions  into  the  Frnser  River  (Gulf  of  (leorijia) 
and  Puf^et  Scund  ;  and  that  between  the  Skajfit  and  Hiniilkainwn  (Iloche) 
llivers,  I h(i  li  Iter  discharging  itself  into  the  Columbia  by  the  lower  part 
of  the  ()kinak.:ne  Kivtr.  The  Mountains  throughout  are  precipitous  and 
rugged,  and  generally  heavy  timbered — the  highest  pen ks  attain  an  al'.itude 
of  about  8,000  feet.  The  mountains  around  Chilukweyuk  Lake  are  6,rj00, 
(5,200  feet  high  and  amongst  them  are  several  small  glaciers.  The  trail 
between  the  l^ake  and  the  Skagit  Valley  paa.ses  over  an  elevation  o,"^  about 
4,000  feet,  and  in  this  range  more  glaciers  were  seen— as  before  mei  tioned 
the  trail  beyond  the  Skagit  reaches  the  height  of  0,000  ft. 
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E.rtract  of  letter  Lieut :  Col.  Hawkins  to  Secretary  of  State. 


Boundary  Commission  Camp, 

Dallks  Okeoon,  U.  S. 

May  -JOth,  18G0. 

Mv  LoiU), — With  reference  to  my  letter  No.  9  of  the  21st  inst  :  detail- 
ing the  proceedings  of  the  North  American  Houndai-y  Commission  during 
the  season  IHaO-GO;  I  liave  now  the  honour  to  submit  to  your  T.ordship 
some  remarks  on  the  arrangements  made  foi-  prosecutin','  this  year's  opera- 
tions, and  on  the  course  that  will  probably  be  taken  in  execution  of  the 
duties  entrusted  to  the  Conmiission. 

2.  On  arriving  at  Vancouver'  Island  on  the  2>th  March  on  my  return 
from  England,  1  found  that  Captn.  Haig  proposed  to  start  with  the  Com- 
mission for  the  BoiMiflary  between  the  Cascade  and  llocky  Mountains  by 
the  route  of  the  ColumV)ia  lliver,  as  early  as  the  (5th  April  or  tliere-abouts. 
Tlu!  Spi'ing  was  a  late  one  ;  and  from  what  I  had  been  able  to  ascertain 
resjiecting  the  p'-obable  condition  of  trails,  grass  I'or  the  pack-animals,  ikc. 
T  was  f)f  the  opinion  that  the  date  fixed  upon  was  tot)  early.  Moreover, 
the  pick-train  for  the  previous  year — always  too  weak  in  numbers,  and 
now  reduced  by  casualties, 'would  be  of  but  little  use  until  very  materially 
reinforced  by  the  animals,  which  Mr.  J.  K.  Lord,  Assistant  Naturalist  and 
Veterinary  Surgeon,  had  been  sent  to  procure  in  Californi  i.  T  met  this 
gentleman  in  San  Fiancisco  in  the  lattei'  part  of  March,  he  ha  ng  arrived 
there  only  a  few  days  before  me  on  the  aliove  errand  ;  and  as  the  animals 
purchased  by  him  were  t(»  be  driven  by  land  to  the  Columljia  River,  a  distance 
of  about  1,000  miles,  to  meet  the  Conunission  at  the  Dalles  and  assist,  in 
the  transport  of  stores  t<j  the  Boundary  or  its  neigld)ourhood,  it  was  evi- 
dent they  could  not  be  there  so  .soon,  especially  as  they  would  be  subject  to 
the  same  causes  of  delay  from  bad  trails,  want  of  grass,  .i:c.,  that  I  antici- 
pated for  ourselves.  I  thought  fit  therefore  to  postpone  the  departure  of 
the  Commission  from  Vancouver  Island ;  but  the  whole  force  was  employed 
in  completing  our  travelling  arrangements,  preparing  equipment  of  all 
kinds,  and  on  numerous  other  duties  ;  and  I  was  myself  busily  engaged 
attending  to  accounts,  itc,  which  had  unavoidably  fallen  into  arrears  dur- 
ing my  absence. 

3.  The  pack  train  of  last  year  (77  horses  and  mules)  with  a  small  party  of 
the  Detachment  of  Royal  Engineers  and  the  nmleteers  and  packers  who 
had  been  in  charge  of  the  train  during  the  winter,  were  sent  under  charge 
of  Captn.  Darrah  from  the  Eraser  River  to  Nisqually  at  the  head  of  Pugeb 
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Sound  in  the  H.  B.  C.  Steamer  "  Otter  "  on  the  22nd  April,  to  he  driven 
thenco  to  l*'ort  Vancouver  on  th^  Columbia  lliver.  The  Body  of  the  Coiii- 
miHsion  with  a  large  (juantity  of  stores  and  provisions — in  tact  with  thfs 
whole  ttjuipuuMit  of  the  Commission,  as  iiolhiny  was  left  Ixthind  in  Van- 
couver Island,  excepting  a  few  surplus  or  useless  articles  for  sale — embarkerl 
in  tlm  "Otter  "  which  had  been  chartered  for  the  purpose  on  the  2Ktli 
April  iuid  arrived  at  Fort  Vancouver  on  the  Ist.  May.  The  muk's,  itc. 
from  Nisijually  arrived  on  th.;  same  day.  As  notliinj;  wius  heard  of  Mr. 
Lord  we  delayed  at  Fort  Vancouver  for  .some  little  time;  but  the  pack 
train  with  Captn.  Darrah,  Lieut :  Anderson  aiul  part  of  the  Hoval  Engineers 
and  hired  men  vere  sent  up  to  this  place,  to  have  the  animals  shod  in 
preparation  for  their  journey  ;  and  stores  and  provisions  were  sent  by 
Bte.imer  to  "  Dalles  City  "  consigned  to  persons  with  whom  I  had  entered 
into  arrangements  for  their  transport  to  Fort  Colville.  On  the  17th  .May 
the  Oomniis,sion  were  re-assembled  here. 

4.  Mr.  Lord  arrived  here  on  the  2r)th  instant ;  and  the  lu^w  train  of  77 
mules  and  one  horse  with  their  attendants  came  in  on  the  following  day  in 
excellent  order.  Mr.  Lo;vi  had  a  very  long  and  adventurous  journey  ;  dur- 
ing which  two  mules  were  lost  by  sti'ayitig  which  i .  is  hoped  will  have  been 
recovered  and  sold  on  account  of  th(!  Commission  ;  and  two  were  stolen  by 
the  In<lian8  at  Klamath  Lake  where  they  threatened  the  whole  train  ia 
great  force  and  it  was  only  by  the  greatest  care  and  watchfulness  that  the 
loss  was  so  small.  Captn.  Haig,  the  (/hief  Astronomer  and  Lt.  Anderson 
and  a  proportion  of  the  Royal  Engineers  and  hired  axemen  will  immediately 
stai  t  with  a  nmle  train  conveying  his  equipment,  stores,  and  two  months' 
provisions,  for  the  neighbourhooil  of  the  Similkameen  lliver,  to  take  up  the 
work  in  connection  with  the  eastermost  point  reached  last  year  at  lloelie 
River.  Captn.  Haig  ^^ ill  work  ea^tward  tf)wards  the  Columbia  Riveras 
rapidly  as  possible.  Lieut :  Anderson  will  T  regret  to  say  have  tiist  to  under- 
take an  expensive  piece  of  re-surveying  between  Chilukweyuk  fjako  and 
the  Skagit  River  which  was  performed  last  year  by  Mr.  Macdonald,  an 
engaged  surveyor,  v/hich  turned  out  worthless.  Dr.  Lyall,  tiie  .Surgeon 
and  Naturalist,  and  Mr.  Banerman,  the  (Jeologist,  will  accompany  Captn. 
Haig's  party  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  the  line  of  country  to  the  east  of 
the  mountain  divide  between  the  Chilukewyuk  and  Skagit  Rivers,  beyond 
which,  tlie  weakness  of  our  means  of  transport  did  not  emible  them  to  pene- 
trate last  year — they  will  probably  rejoin  head-quarters  as  soon  as  their 
objects  are  accomplished  ;  and  I  hope  to  afford  them  every  possible  oppor- 
tunity to  pursue  their  peculiar  avocations  during  the  season. 

8.  Notwithstanding  the  very  great  cost  of  the  Conmiission  the  work  will 
in  my  opinion  be  left  incomplete  if  the  U.  S.  Commissioner  does  not  agr-ee 
with  me  on  some  method  of  marking  the  Boundary  thoroughly  and  per- 
manently in  at  least  the  nrost  accessible  and  practicable  parts  of  its  coui'se. 
Without  his  concurr-ence  I  am  powerless  in  the  matter  and  I  beg  respect- 
fully to  refer  your  Lordship  to  my  Despatch  No.  l^  of  the  31st  May,  1(^59 
which  will  shew  how  strenuously  I  endeavoured  to  obtain  Mr.  Campbell's 
consent,  to  cany  out  what  I  conceived  to  be  a  most  important  object  in  the 
labours  of  the  joint  Commission.  When  I  was  at  Washington  in  February 
last  General  Cass  was  good  enough  to  stats  to  me  that  the  views  of  the  U. 
S.  Government  as  to  the  propriety  and  necessity  of  thoroughly  defining  the 
Boundary  under  certain  circumstances  and  in  pract  cable  cases  would  be 
comnmnicated  to  their  Commissioner,  but  that  much  would  necessarily 
have  to  be  left  to  his  discretion  and  judgment.  After  what  has  passed 
between  Mr.  Campbell  and  myself,  I  anxiously  await  his  moving  in  the 
matter ;  but  shouUl  he  come  within  reach  of  me  during  the  season,  I  shall 
not  hesitate  to  reiiuest  a  meeting  with  him  on  so  very  important  a  subject, 
in  my  opinion  so  very  materially  afiecting  the  due  performance  of  our  duties. 
Meanwhile  the  work  of  the  western  side  of  the  Cascade  Mountains  remains 
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incomplete.  If  the  U.  8.  ConiniiNHioKer  shoidd  consent  to  the  tixation  of 
the  monuments  provi(h-d  by  the  liritisli  (iovernment  (of  the  siiipmont  of 
which  f<tr  Vahc<»uver  Island  I  have  received  a<lvice),  as  stated  in  paragraph 
15  of  my  letter  No.  1)  of  the  '2 1st  i'lst.,  the  discrepancies  in  the  meetings  of 
the  cuttings  between  Semiaiinioo,  Suinass  and  Hchwelt/.a  for  a  distanuo  of 
upwards  of  31  miles  along  this  I'arallel  retpdre  rectitication,  which  could 
be  attended  to  when  the  monuments  were  being  fixed  ;  for  the  execution  of 
which  duties  I  should  liave  to  detain  a-i  ollicer  a((|uainted  with  the  ground, 
with  a  small  working  party.  Witliouu  .Mr.  (.'ampbell's  consent  to  the  com- 
pletion of  this  portion  of  th(*  Boumlary  little  or  nothing  inore  need  be  done 
there  ;  and  little  or  notliing  more  will  probably  be  done  between  the  Cas- 
cade and  llocky  Mtns.  tlian  tf)  deti'rinino  points  on  the  Parallel  at  con- 
veiuent  spots  and  distances,  connected  by  survey  sulKcient  to  enable  the 
line  of  Boundary  to  be  accurately  inapi)ed. 

9.  Everything  has  to  be  provided  at  Fort  Colville  ;  and  I  have  conse- 
quently pui'cha.sed  or  ordered  a  supply  of  provisions  for  about  125  men  for 
15  months,  great  part  of  which  in  addition  t^j  other  stores  in  excess  of  what 
our  pack  trains  will  be  al)le  to  carry,  will  have  to  be  conveyed  to  Fort 
Colville  by  hired  transport  for  whicii  1  have  made  arrangements,  with 
experienced  and  reliable  contractors.  I  regret  to  say  that  the  cost  of  this 
will  be  miormoiis,  but  it  is  cjuite  unavoidable.  The  charges  for  transport 
in  this  year's  accounts  will  probably  not  fall  much  if  at  all  short  of  £10,000. 
I  can  assure  your  Lonlship  that  I  have  us(>d  every  etl'oit  to  attend  to  and 
lessen  so  great  an  expenditure  and  that  ii  is  a  subject  which  gives  mo 
never-ceasing  anxiety — those  only  who  know  the  cinumstances  of  the 
counti'y,  can  be  awai'e  of  the  rjtniands  and  difliculties  to  lie  encf)untered  at 
every  turn,  and  of  the  impossibility  of  moving  and  nraintaining  a  large 
party  without  lavish  outlay.  I  make  these  few  remarks  as  I  would  wish 
your  Lordshij)  to  believe  that  so  serious  a  subject  is  one  always  ])ressing 
upon  my  attention  and  as  I  said  above,  causing  me  the  greatest  anxiety. 
I  have  on  several  occasions  notified  both  to  y<(U,  and  to  the  Secretai-y  for 
War  in  whose  department  the  details  are  conducted,  that  the  coat  of  the 
Commission  would  pi-obably  be  excessive,  and  much  boyi)nd  any  anticipa- 
tions entertained  on  its  organization. 


Extract  of 
letter  Lieut. 
Col.  Hawkins 
to  Secretary 
of  State. 


No.  14. 

H,  M.   BoCNDARV  Co.MMI.SSIOV 

COLVILLK    W.\HIIlNf!TON  TeRKITOKY 

U.  S.  A. 
Extract  ofletlnr  Lieut ;  Col.  Hnwkina  to  Secretanj  oj  State. 

March  28tb,  1861. 

3.  As  stated  in  par-agraph  4  of  my  letter  No.  12  Mr.  Lor-d  arrived  at  the 
Dalles  on  the  25th  May  with  the  mule-train  from  California  On  the  same 
day  and  previous  to  Mr.  Lord's  (irrival,  Captn.  Haig,  the  Chief  Astronomer, 
with  the  party  to  accompany  him  to  resume  the  work  of  the  Boundary  from 
the  most  easterly  point  to  whicli  it  had  been  carried  in  the  |)tevious  year, 
and  his  stores,  pro^'sions,  ikc.  had  moved  to  the  north  side  of  the  Columbia 
and  encamped  on  a  small  stream  alx)ut  8  miles  from  the  Dalles,  in  readiness 
to  start  as  soon  as  his  means  of  conveyance  could  be  completed.  Some  days 
were  necessarily  devoted  to  fitting  the  pack  equipment  of  the  newly  arrived 
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mules  ;  and  on  the  4th  June  Captn.  Haig  proceeded  on  his  march  to  the 
Similkameen  River  and  thence  to  the  point  on  the  49th  Parallel  where  his 
work  was  to  begin.     The  ^'arty  consisted  of  4  otticers,  'JO  non-commissioned 
olHcers  and  Sappers,  the  pack-master  who  had  accompanied  Mr.  Lord  from 
California,  20  packers  and  12   axemen— the  stores,  &c.  consisted  of   the 
astronomical  and  surveying  instruments  and  the  books,   camp  equipments 
and  personal  baggage,  provisions  for  about  two  months  and  a  supply  of  for- 
age for  the  animals  of  the  surveying  pirty  to  be  sent  to  Chilukweyuk  Lake 
on  the  road  to  which  a  sufficiency  of  grass  is  not  to  be  obtained  ;  to   carry 
whicli  there  were  90  pack-mules  ;  and  30  horses  and   mules  were  provided 
for  the  officers,  pai;kfrs  and  some  others  of  the  party  whom  it  was  considered 
desirable  to  mount — th';  cavalcade  was  further  increased  by  a  few   horses 
belonging  to  some  of  the  men,  who  preferred  to  riding  to  marshing  under 
a  hot  sun  over  a  dry  and  sandy  country,     Captn.  Haig  also  took  with  him 
12  head  of  cattle  to  furnish  an  occasional  supply  of  fresh  meat  during  the 
season.     Dr.  Lyall,  the  Surgeon  and  Naturalist,  and  Mr.    Banerman,    the 
Geologist,  accompanied  Captn.  Haig,  to  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity 
of  pursuing  their  scientific  re^earciies  in  the  part  of  the  country  they  would 
thus  be  enabled  to  visit ;  and  for  the  beiiefit  of  medical  treatment  a    sick 
man  h;id  to  be  sent  with  tiie  party.     Lieut:  Anderson  was  placed  under 
Captn.  Ifaig's  orders  for  the  purp-^se  of  performing  such  surveying  and  re- 
connoitring duties  as  were  necessary.     The  route  followed  was  by  the  U.S. 
military  road  from  the  Dalles  to  l'\irt  Simcoe  ;  thence  along  and  across  the 
basin  of  the  Yakima,  and  up  the  riyht,  or  west  bank  of  the  Columbia  and 
Okanagan  Rivers,  to  Lake  Osoyoos  which  is  cut  by  the  49th  Parallel.     This 
route  is  essentially  mountainous,  between  the  Columbia  Uiver  at  the  Dalles 
and  the  point  where  it  is  again  struck  at  the  mouth  of  the  Wenatchee ( 1 50 
miles)  ;  starting  from  a  levtU  above  the  sea  of  about  200  feet  at  the  Dalles, 
crossing  the  eastern  spurs  of  the  Cascade  Mountains  which  form  the  lateral 
valleys  on  uhe  weste-nside  of  the  Yakima  basin  at  altitudes  of  2,.j00,  3,r)00, 
4,000,  and  o,800  ■'  et,  and  falling  to  750  feet  at  the  ccmfluence  of  the  Colum- 
bia and  Wenatchee.    The  journey  between  the  Dalles  and  Luke  Osoyoos,  280 
miles  in  length  occupied  the  tinif  between  the  4th  and  28tli  June:  and   in 
its  course  seven  rivers  were  ferried,  either  with  the  assistance  of  Indians 
and  their  canoes,    liy   r;ifting,  or  by  hewing  out  canoes  on  the  spot,  v/hich 
operations  caused  a  delay  in  the  ac:tuai  travelling  of  six  or  seven  days.     The 
trail  was  in  many  places  very  dilhcult,  and  even  dangerous,  causing  risk  to 
the  animals  and  the  loss  of  .some  stores  by  the  falliiifj  of  the  nmles.     Having 
reached  Lake  t)soyoos  where  the  road  eastwaril  forks,  Captn.   Haig  sent  a 
portion  of  the  piick-train  und-r  chai-ge  of  the  j)ack-master  to  Fort  Colville, 
for  a  farther  supply  of  pr<jvisions,  and  continued  his  journey  westward  with 
a  reduced  number  of  nmles,  wliich  somewhat  retarded  him  for  a  few  days 
from  being  unable  to  move  all  the  baggage  in  on(!  t  ip.      By  the  evening  of 
tht^.iid  duly  the  b;i.g'.;age  was  ferried  across  the    Similkameen  River,  30 
miles  from  Lake  Osoyoos,  and  5  miUis  below  the  confluence  of  the  Ashtnolaon 
u|i  the  valley  of  which  the  tiiiil  from  the  Chilukweyuk   Lake  used   by   the 
U.  S.  Commission  in  the  previous  year  proce(>ds,  and  in  which  valley  it  was 
C)a:itn.  Haig's  intention  to  establish  a  station.      The  camp  having  remained 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  River,  on  proceeding  to  cross  over  on  the  following 
morning  the  two  canoes  (made  on  tlie  spot)  which  were  lashed  together  and 
used  for  feri-ying  unfortunately  swamped,  owing  to  a   high  wind   and   the 
rapid  current,  and  the  people  crossing  at  the  time  not  keeping  quiet,  and 
tliree  Mexican  packers  were  drowned.  This  melancholy  occurrence  prevented 
any  movement  for  that  day.     In  about  three  hours  two  of  the  bodies  were 
found   by  Indians  upwards  of  two  miles  below  the  spot  where  the  accident 
had  happened,  which  were  buried  by  Captn.  Haig  that  evening.     The  third 
body  was  not  recovered  for  many  weeks,  when  Captn.  Haig  rewarded  some 
Indians  for  burying  it.     On  the  5th  July  the  March  was  resumed  up  the 
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valley  of  the  Ashtnolaon.  The  distance  from  the  niouth  of  that  River  to 
the  iistronomical  station  selected  by  Captn.  Haig,  on  its  sinuller  or  eastern 
fork,  was  only  about  22  miles  ;  but  the  difficulties  of  the  route  were  so  great 
owing  to  the  swollen  state  of  the  river  which  the  trail  crosses  and  recrosses, 
and  especially  from  having  to  cut  a  new  trail  for  about  12  miles  from  the 
point  of  divergence  from  the  main  stream  which  the  existing  trail  follows 
for  some  miles  further,  over  rough  ground  covered  in  many  places  with  a 
perfect  network  of  dry  dead  timber,  that  it  was  not  until  the  26th  July 
that  the  Boundary  was  reached.  By  the  5th  August  the  necessary  ob>.  v- 
vations  and  computations  at  the  station  were  completed,  and  the  marking 
of  the  Boundary  across  the  valley  was  proof-eded  with.  The  line  was 
cleared  of  timber  for  a  distance  of  IJ  miles  of  which  A  a  mile  was  to  the 
west  and  the  remainder  to  the  east  of  the  observatory  ;  and  three  pyramidal 
piles  of  stone  were  erected  on  the  most  prominent  places  in  the  cutting.  A 
greater  length  of  line  was  cleared  at  this  place  than,  under  the  agreement 
with  the  U.  S.  Commissioner,  the  mcjuntainous  and  impra<'ticable  nature  of 
the  ground  demanded,  owing  to  the  movement  of  the  party  eastward  being 
retailed  for  some  days  by  the  whole  of  the  mules  having  been  sent  to  Fort 
ColviUe  for  provisions,  and  to  have  their  shoeing  attended  to,  as  their  feet 
had  begun  to  sufler  from  the  very  rough  ground  they  had  been  travelling 
over.  While  the  Boundary  line  was  being  cut  Captn.  Haig  proceeded  as 
far  as  lloche  River  which  was  the  oasLermo  t  point  he  had  reached  in  the 
previous  year  ;  and  he  found  that  Lieut  :  Anderson,  who  had  been  detached 
on  the  13th  July  with  a  surveying  pai'ty  had  made  great  progress  from  the 
Chilukweyuk  Lake  eastward.  The  work  up  the  Ashtnolaon  being  completed, 
Captn.  Haig  with  his  party  moved  eastward,  and  by  tlie  27th  August 
reached  Lake  Osoyoos  ;  on  the  eastern  side  of  which  he  establishhed  an 
a.stronomical  station,  the  observations  and  computations  at  which  were 
finished  l)y  the  Gth  Septend)er.  The  country  westward  to  the  Similkameen 
and  eastward  for  a  long  distance,  though  hilly  or  even  mountainous  yet 
being  generally  open,  with  oidy  occasional  patches  of  forest,  and  being  very 
suitable  for  such  an  operation  it  ',vas  determined  to  run  and  mark  the 
Boundaiy  line  in  conformity  with  the  proposition  made  by  me  to  the 
United  States  Commissioner  at  the  joint  Commission  meeting  in  April, 
1859  (see  my  despatch  No.  G,  datt^d  31st  May,  1859)  though  it  was  not 
then  adoptixl  or  even  entertained  by  him.  The  valley  of  the  Newhoialpit- 
kw  Hiver,  which  the  nounUtiry  rcacln-s  at  a  distance  of  9  miles  fri'.n  Lake 
(Jsoyoos  and  which  it  foUov.'s  generally  for  a  further  distano!  oi  nearly  50 
miles,  is  of  viuy  great  importance  ;  traversed  as  it  is  by  the  "brigade  trail"' 
of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Compan)',  forming  the  high  ruad  between  this  part  of 
the  Colundjia  River  district  and  the  Fraser  and  Thompson  Rivers,  and 
being  in  fact  one  of  the  main  arterial  lines  of  oonununication  in  the  coun- 
try, in  use  probably  by  the  Indians  for  ages.  The  mining  settlement  of 
Rock  creek,  at  tlie  juni;tioii  of  that  tributary  with  the  main  stream  (itself 
a  tributary  of  the  Jolund)ia  into  wliicli  it  tlows  2  miles  above  Fort  ColviUe) 
has  recently  been  formed  on  the  banks  of  the  liver  ;  and  a  waggon  road 
leads  t(!  it  from  tlie  Ddles  by  the  valleys  of  thi>  Columbia  anil  Okanagan 
Rivers,  by  which  i-oute  goods  are  introduced  into  British  Colund)ia.  Other 
Auriferous  streams  near  the  Boundary  have  also  been  more  or  less  worked 
within  British  and  United  States  t(U'ritory. — Furthermore,  the  valley  con- 
tains a  large  extent  of  grazing  land,  which  is  availabU^  also  though  perhaps 
it  may  not  be  veiy  suitable  iw  agricultural  purposes  ;  and  settlers  are 
beginning  to  appear,  though  their  jiermanency  is  probably  dependent  on 
the  market  offered  to  them  by  the  uncertain  wants  of  an  erratic  gold-seek- 
ing population.  From  these  considerations  it  would  appe.ir  that  if  the 
actual  Boundary  was  to  be  delined  Vjy  tiie  joint  Commission  in  any  pait  of 
the  space  intervening  between  tie  waters  of  the  Pacific  and  the  Rocky 


;? 


•  "I'M'A'r  ^T^'^w  ,'^"  -'''*■  'v"""';rf-'-'  ''^'^^" I 


44 


FOREIGN  OFFICE  CORRESPONDENCE. 


Ui 


%i 


i  \ 


Mountiiins,  the  interval  between  the  Siinilkaraeei  anu  the  Columbia 
Rivers  is  not  only  of  as  much  importance  as,  if  it  be  not  of  greater  im- 
portance than,  any  other  part  of  the  line  ;  but  it  also  presented  greater 
facilities  for  the  performance  of  the  necessary  oj)erations,  while  it  eu^braces 
about  a  fourtli  cf  the  whole  extent  of  Land  Boundary  comprehended  in  the 
Treaty  under  which  the  Commission  was  appointed.  Captn.  Haig  there- 
fore proceeded  to  define  and  mark  the  Boundary,  westward  and  eastward 
from  Lake  Osoyoos  ;  and  I  may  here  incidentally  remark  on  the  ^■reat  in- 
convenience caused  by  the  want  of  at  least  one  mor'^  otticer  to  undertake 
and  superintend  this  important  work  in  concert  with  the  Astronomer  ; 
whereas,  the  season's  work  was  materially  curtailed  by  Captn.  Haig's 
detention  on  this  operation,  instead  of  being  at  liberty  to  push  on 
witii  the  astronomical  stations  in  advance.  On  establishing  the  station 
at  Lake  Osoyoos,  a  charred  log  sunk  in  tlie  ground  was  found  close  to  the 
spot  where  tlie  Parallel  w;i3  suppossed  to  be — it  was  evidently  a  mark  left 
by  the  U.  S.  Commission  and  was  presumed  to  be  upon  the  Boundary 
^subsequent  information  has  proved  that  it  was  not  assumed  to  be  exactly 
so);  but  having  no  iiiformatit)u  about  it,  and  his  own  determination  differ- 
ing from  it  by  about  4  seconds,  or  407  feet,  Captn.  Haig  took  no  notice  of 
it  and  proceeded  to  run  the  Parallel  from  the  point  resulting  from  his  own 
observations.  By  the  ^Sth  i^eptember  the  Parallel  had  been  so  run  as  far 
as  tiu)  iSimilkameen,  a  distance  of  12^  miles  where  it  was  closed  upon  an 
American  monument  (stone  pyramid)  from  which  it  ditfered  by  509  feet  to 
the  north.  This  portion  of  the  line  runs  over  hills  or  rather  low  mount  ins, 
bate  of  trees  and  covered  with  grass  terminating  in  a  lofty  precipice  at  the 
Similkameen  ;  and  it  was  marked  by  six  piles  of  stones  erected  on  the  most 
prominent  points.  The  trail  from  the  forks  of  the  Okanagi-.n  and  Similka- 
meen Rivers  and  from  the  south  end  of  Lake  Osoyoos  round  ''the  big  bend" 
crosses  the  Boundary  in  a  pass  separating  the  precipitous  hill  overhanging 
the  Similkameen  from  the  mass  of  hills  east  of  it. ;  and  another  trail  follows 
a  good  pass  in  the  hills  between  the  lake  and  river  altogether  on  the  uurth 
side  of  the  Parallel.  On  the  right  or  west  bank  of  the  Similkameen  the 
Cascade  range  is  terminated  abruptly  by  inaceessibh^  mountains  towering 
over  ii  narrow  strip  of  llat  for(>st  land  between  their  base  and  river;  the 
width  of  the  range  in  the  line  of  the  Boundary  frouj  Scliweltza  i>n  the  west 
to  the  Similkameen,  being  about  110  miles  or  2'4  degrees  of  longitude. 
Captn.  Haig  then  proceeded  to  r\in  the  parallel  eistward  from  Lake 
Osoyoos,  marking  it  as  before  by  pyramids  of  stoiie  about  6  ft.  square  at 
bottom  and  8  feet  high,  placed  at  the  most,  prominent,  or- otherwise  suitable 
points,  Lieut:  Andon-son  who  had  hitherto  been  otherwise  employed  as 
will  be  hereafter  reported  in  paragraph  4,  having  become  available  on  the 
lOth  October,  Captn.  Haig  left  the  completion  of  the  line  as  far  as  its  first 
or  western  intersection  with  the  Newhoialpitkw  in  tiie  hands  of  that  otiicer, 
and  proceeded  further  down  the  valley  to  Tnshwointum  at  the  western  end 
of  the  "  Grande  Prairie  "  wliere  he  established  another  astronomical  station 
on  the  19th  October.  On  the  28tli,  having  complt  tetl  the  observations  and 
computations,  he  commenced  running  the  parallel  eastward  and  westward 
of  his  observatory.  The  i)arty  of  axemen  hitherto  emp!f>yed  with  him 
having  been  transferred  to  Lieut :  Anderson,  anothei-  cutting-party  was 
hired  at  Rock  creek.  Meanwhile,  I^ieut  :  Anderson  continued  the  work 
left  to  him  by  Captn.  Haig  which  he  brought  to  completion  on  the  Gtli 
November,  closing  it  on  an  American  mark  upon  tiie  left  l)ank  of  the  New- 
hoialpitkw from  which  it  differed  364  feet  to  the  north.  The  U.  S.  Com- 
mission iiad  had  an  astronomical  station  at  this  place,  and  had  marked  the 
assumed  I'xiundary  by  a  pile  of  stones,  two  earthen  pyramids,  and  about  a 
mile  of  cutting  on  both  siiles  hut  principally  on  the  right  or  west  bank  of 
the  river.     Tiie  length  of  the  parallel  between  Osoyoos  and  this  intersection 
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of  the  Newlioialpitkw  is  30  l-.i  miles,  in  which  distance  22  monuments 
were  erected.  Tlie  country  from  tlie  Lake  to  the  IJock  creek  wapji^on  road 
is  principally  composed  of  grassy  hills  with  only  occasional  patches  of 
timber;  but  from  the  waggon  road  to  the  river,  a  distance  of  \'1\  miles,  the 
countrj'  is  dillicult  to  get  through,  the  hills  being  steep  and  thickly  wooded. 
Requiring  Captn.  llaig's  presence  at  a  meeting  of  the  joint  Commission, 
the  particulars  of  which  will  be  hereafter  reported  in  paragraph  8,  I  sum- 
moned him  to  Colviile,  whicii  withdrew  liim  from  the  field  bt-tween  the  4th 
and  11th  November.  IIa\  ing  completed  the  portion  of  wui'k  just  reported 
upon,  Lieut:  .Vnderson  prouerded  to  Inshwointum,  which  place  he  reached 
during  Captn.  Haig's  ab-inee,  and  on  the  9th  November,  he  took  charge  of 
the  portion  of  the  i>arallel  in  progress  westward  from  the  second  crossing  of 
the  Newhoialpitkw  at  Inshwointum  to  the  first  crossing  previously  referred 
to.  Tlie  line  proceeding  tastward  from  Inshwointum  continued  under 
Captn.  tlaig's  oliai'ge,  aiul  by  the  10th  December  it  was  carried  as  far  as 
the  3rd  oi-  eastern  ciossing  of  the  Newhoialpitkw  at  Statapioslen,  being  a 
distance  of  \\\  miles.  In  this  neighl)ourhoo(l  the  U.S.  Commission  had  had 
an  astidiioinical  station  and  Captn.  Haig  connected  his  work  with  the  site 
ot  their  ob.servatory  ;  but  the  very  late  period  of  the  season  (1859)  at  which 
this  station  was  occupied  having  prevented  the  marking  of  the  parallel  and 
not  being  acquainted  with  the  exact  determination  of  the  astronomical 
point,  I  oan  only  state  that  the  parallel  brought  by  Captn.  Haig  from  his 
station  at  Inshwointum  differed  from  the  American  determination  at  this 
point  by  ai>out".  180  feet  to  the  north.  Between  Inshwointum  and 
Statapoosten  12  monuments  were  erected.  The  interval  is  rugged  and 
thickly  wooded — the  line  traverses  the  northern  ends  of  mountain  spurs 
which  project  abruptly  into  the  valley ;  but  iis  the  Newhoialpitkw  runs 
generally  parallel  to  it,  the  work  was  accessible  from  camps  on  the  river 
bank.  It  being  now  too  late  in  the  season  to  undertake  any  further 
operations,  Captn.  Haig  conducted  his  party  to  head-(|uarters  and  reached 
this  place  on  the  13tli  December.  The  sectiim  of  work  under  Lieut: 
AndersonV  chaige,  12|  miles  in  length,  forn^s  the  chord  of  an  extensive 
bend  of  the  Newhoialpitkw  to  the  South,  between  the  first  and  second 
crossings.  The  space  is  mountaiiu*us,  the  cutting  throughout  was  through 
thick  timber,  a  trail  had  to  be  made  for  the  u.se  of  the  pack-animals  con- 
veying the  camp  equipage  and  provisions,  and  progress  was  much  retarded 
by  fogs  and  snow,  there  being  15  in.  of  snow  on  the  hills.  On  the  3rd 
December  the  work  was  closed  on  the  American  determination  at  the  first 
crossing,  from  which  it  difTered  300  feet  to  the  south,  or  G64  feet  south  of 
the  parallel  brought  from  Captn.  Haig's  determination  at  Osoyoos.  Lieut  : 
Anderson  then  surveyed  around  tlie  bend  of  the  river  to  Inshwointum,  a 
distance  of  23  miles  which  occupied  him  from  the  4th  to  the  10th  December  ; 
upon  completing  whicli  he  also  proceeded  with  his  party  to  the  winter- 
quarters  at  Colviile  where  ho  arrived  on  the  14th  December.  The  season 
had  been  unusually  open  and  favorable  ;  but  by  this  time  the  country  was 
covered  with  snow,  and  continued  so  without  intermission  throughout  the 
winter. 

4.  Lieut :  Anderson  having  accompanied  Captn.  Haig  in  his  march  from 
the  Dalles  to  the  Asthnolaon,  was  unable  to  proceed  at  once  to  the  Chiluk- 
weyuk  Lake  owing  to  there  not  being  a  suthciency  of  provisions  at  command 
to  supply  the  party  to  lie  attached  to  him  for  the  period  of  his  probable 
absence.  He  was  therefore  employed  surveying  the  trail  from  theSimilka- 
nieen  up  the  Ashtnolaori  valley  (conmiencing  from  a  point  of  4  miles  up  the 
valley)  and  leconnoitri ng  and  sur-. tving  the  eastern  fork  or  tributary 
upon  which  Captn.  Haig  was  about  to  lix  an  astrononiical  station.  Having 
on  the  19th  July  received  a  supply  of  six  weeks  provisions  and  of  grain  for 
the  use  of  the  pack  and  other  animals  between  the  Skagit  river  and  Chi- 
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days,  hut  wliicli  he  could  not  extend  further  troiu 
.sufficiency  of  provisions,  ifec.  with  him — he  caLie 


lukweyuk  Lake  where  little  or  no  grass  is  to  be  obtained,  on  the  following 
day  Lieut :  Anderson  commenced  his  march  westward.  On  reaching  the 
Skagit  he  -ent  back  the  greater  part  of  the  animals  which  had  accompanied 
him  so  far,  depositing  a  large  portion  of  his  stores  "en  cach(^"  Mr.  Ban- 
erraan  also  returned  from  that  point,  having  accompanied  Lifut :  Anderson 
for  the  purpose  of  observing  that  portion  of  the  country  in  extension  of  the 
opportunity  for  observation  afforded  him  in  the  preceding  year  as  far  as  the 
western  watershed  of  the  Skagit,  which  he  had  on  that  occasion  approached 
from  the  westward.  On  the  26th  .July  Liimt :  Andersiin  commenced  a  sur- 
vey between  the  Skagit  river  the  Chilukweyuk  Lake  which  as  stated  in  my 
despatch  No.  12  dated  28th  May  I860  was  unfortunately  rendered  neces- 
sary by  the  unsatisfactory  nature  of  the  work  performed  by  Mr.  Macdonald, 
one  of  the  surveyors  temporarily  engaged  in  1859.  This  survey  of  27  miles 
and  a  connection  with  the  U.  S.  astronomical  station  south  of  the  Lake 
was  completed  by  the  8th  August.  By  the  13th  August  Lieut:  Anderson 
with  his  party  had  returned  eastward  to  Roche  itiver,  which  was  the  extreme 
point  attained  to  from  the  westward  in  the  season  of  1859.  Fiom  the  14th 
August  to  the  5th  September  the  survey  was  continued  eastward  from 
Koche  liiver  to  the  point  left  on  the  Ashtnola-^n  on  the  19th  July,  and  a 
connection  was  made  with  a  station  of  the  U.  S.  Commission  up  the  Pasayten 
river  a  distance  in  all  of  about  50  miles.  In  thitt  time  Lieut :  .i^.jiderson 
also  made  a  reconnaissance  to  the  north  down  the  Pasayten  for  al)out  20  miles, 
which  occupied  him  four 
bein'^  unable    to  carry  a 

within  sight  of  the  Similkn.meen,  but  was  unable  to  reach  the  confluence  of 
the  ri\ers,  well  known  ,is  the  "  Vermillion  fork  "  along  whi'^ii  the  "  brigade 
trail  "  passes.  The  Pasayten  seems  to  be  the  tributary  or  oranch  of  the 
main  stream  known  more  generally  as  the  "south  fork  of  theSimilkameen' 
on  which  during  the  last  year  there  has  I  believe  Vjeen  a  good  deal  of  gold 
mining.  Lieut  :  Anderson  then  commenced  a  survey  up  the  main  stream 
of  the  Ashtnolaon,  which  from  near  the  point  where  the  trail  lea\es  it  turns 
to  the  south  iuid  ci'osse.s  the  •t9th  parallel  between  its  smaller  and  eastern 
fork  and  the  Pasayten,  but  in  consequence  of  the  valley  being  completely 
l)lo(.ked  up  with  fallen  timber,  he  was  compelled  to  abandon  it  and  content 
hinjselt'  with  a  reconnaissance  to  the  neigh iwurhood  of  the  Boundary.  The 
whole  of  this  work,  which  had  thus  occupied  the  time  between  the  9th  July 
and  7th  September,  lay  in  a  thickly  wooded  and  mountainous  region  ; 
and  even  as  early  as  the  beginning  of  September  snow  ftiU  to  the  depth  of 
eight  inches  on  the  summit  between  Pasayten  and  Ashtnolaon,  in  which 
neighbourhood  the  party  was  then  at  work.  Lieut :  Anderson  next  pro- 
ceeded to  continue  the  survey  eastward  from  above  the  c(jnfluence  of  the 
Ashtnolaon  and  Similkameen  to  an  American  monument  (stone  pyramid) 
assumed  to  b.-  on  the  Boundary  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Similkaniecjii — 
thence  to  the  forks  of  the  Similkameen  and  Okanagan  Rivers,  and  up  the 
western  side  of  the  Okanagan  and  Lake  Osoyoos  to  a  monument  placed  by 
Captn.  Haig  also  on  the  assumed  Boundary.  This  distance  of  47  miles  over 
open  and  favorable  country  v/as  completed  in  eiglit  days.  At  Lake  Osoyoos 
Lieut :  Anderson  rejoined  Captn.  Haig,  by  whose  directions  he  was  engaged 
until  the  end  of  the  month  triangulating  the  lake  and  obtaining  the  topo- 
graphy of  the  neighbourhood.  On  the  2nd  October  he  proceeded  on  a 
reconnais.sance  of  ths  country  between  the  Okanagan  Lake  and  the  New- 
hoialpitkw  valley.  This  occupied  him  until  the  Lith  October,  during  which 
time  he  travelled  132  miles  over  cor.ntry  throughout  the  greater  part 
of  which  no  trails  existed.  The  route  followed  was  northward  along 
the  Okanagan  valley  to  the  south  end  of  the  great  Okanagan  Lake  in  about 
liatitude  49°  30' — thence  eastward  following  the  course  of  small  strea.".'.'* 
falling  to  the  west  and  east,  and  over  a  high  swampy  table  land  forming  the 
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divide  until  a  large  stream,  flowing  to  the  south,  was  struck  which  proved 
to  be  the  Toyepe  a  tributary  of  the  Newhoialpitkw  with  which  it  forms  a 
junction  about  6  miles  above  the  settlement  of  RocK  creek.  The  object  of 
this  reconnaissance,  as  also  that  down  the  Pasaytcn  was  the  extension  of  the 
neighbouiing  topojiraphy  ;  a  service  upon  v,  hich  I  muuli  regret  that  the 
necessities  of  the  Boundary  work  and  surveys  have  throughout  prevented 
more  attention  being  V)estowed.  Having  again  rejoined  Captn.  Haig  on 
the  inth  October,  Lieut .  ,^nderHon's  proceedings  from  that  date  have  been 
recorded  above  in  paragraph  3. 

5.  Captn.  Haig  with  a  party  of  otticers  and  men  and  a  large  proportion 
of  the  stock  of  animals  having,  as  reported  in  paragraph  3  proceeded  on  his 
way  on  the  4th  June,  I  was  left  at  the  Dalles  with  very  limited  means  of 
transport  for  the  remainder  of  the  personnel  and  stores  of  the  Commission  ; 
and  it  therefore  became  necessary  to  send  all  the  stores,  itc.  which  the 
remaining  mules  were  able  tocirry  to  Walla  Walla  by  water.  The  stores 
having  therefore  been  conveyed  to  the  "  des  Chutes,"  the  upper  end  of  the 
15  miles  of  "  portage"  between  the  Dalles  and  Walla  Walla,  on  the  12th 
June  Captn.  Darrah  and  Lieut :  Wihon  with  24  non-commissioned  officers 
and  Sappers,  and  9  axemen  proceeded  by  steamer  to  old  Walla  Walla,  at 
which  place  they  awaited  my  arrival.  Two  packers  were  also  .sent  with  this 
party  to  prepare  the  pack-gear  for  the  additional  mules  to  be  obtained  at 
V/alla  Wa,l]a.  On  the  13th  June,  after  the  unavoidable  loss  of  four  valu- 
able weeks  at  the  Dalles,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Lord  9  n  :  c :  officers  and 
Sappers,  4  axemen,  8  p.ackers  and  a  herdsman,  with  a  train  of  31  pack- 
mules,  12  riding  mules  and  horses,  24  head  of  cattle  and  several  horses 
belonging  to  the  men,  I  left  the  Dalles.  We  arrived  at  old  Walla  Walla 
on  the  21st  after  a  march  of  about  125  miles  ;  and  as  stated  in  paragraph 
2,  Jlr.  Lord  and  T,  on  the  following  day,  went  to  new  Walla  Walia,  to 
complete  the  necessary  arrangements  for  the  pumliase  of  additional  mules. 
We  returned  the  day  after,  and  were  busily  occupied  until  the  27tli  collect- 
ing the  newly  purchased  animals,  fitting  their  eijuipment,  cS:c.  I  also  bought 
a  further  supply  of  31  head  of  cattle  as  they  could  be  obtained  here  on 
favorable  terms.  On  the  25th  June,  Lieut :  Wilson,  the  Quartermaster 
Sergeant,  and  a  Sapper  proceeded  in  advance  to  Fort  Colville  to  receive 
over  from  the  contractor  for  transport  sucli  of  our  fieiglit  as  mi^ht  have 
arrived  there  ;  and  a  non-commissioned  officer  h^id  been  sent  from  the  Dalles 
on  the  22nd  May  to  be  on  the  spot  on  the  first  arrival  of  any  of  the  stores 
On  the  28th  June,  accompanied  by  Captn.  Darrah,  Mr.  Lord,  31  non-com- 
missioned officers  and  Sappers,  13  axeman,  10  packers  and  a  herdsman, 
with  96  pack  and  riding  animals  and  the  herd  of  cattle,  the  journey  was 
resumed.  The  distance  to  Fnrt  Colville  is  about  200  miles,  and  on  the 
12th  July  we  encamped  in  the  neighbourhood  of  that  place,  on  the  left  bank 
of  the  Columbia.  As  the  waggon  road  does  not  extenfl  further,  and  trails 
branch  here  to  the  north,  east  and  west,  T  had  determined  to  fix  the  head 
quarters  of  the  Commission  Inne  ;  consideiing  indeed  that  T  had  hardly  any 
choice.  I  had  made  an  arrangement  with  the  Chief  (,)tlicer  of  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company  on  the  Pacific  Coast  to  avail  myself  of  such  storage  as  the 
Company's  post  could  afibrd  or  spare,  and  all  the  stores  conveyed  by  the 
contractor  had  been  directed  to  this  point. 

0.  The  next  step  necessary  was  to  despatch  Captn.  Darrah  with  an 
astronomical  and  surveyinij;  paity  to  proceed  with  the  work  of  the  Boundary 
eastward  from  the  intersection  of  tlie  Columbia  River  by  the  49th  parallel. 
Here  again  some  dela}^  occurred  owing  to  the  irregular  arrival  from  below 
of  some  necessary  articles  and  it  was  not  until  the  26th  July  that  Captn. 
Darrah  was  on  the  move.  His  party  consisted  of  12  non-commissioned 
officers  and  Sappers,  and  9  axemen  wjth  a  train  of  87  riding  and  pack- 
animals  and  the  usual  proportion  of  packers.     Having  to  cross  to  the  right 
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bank  of  the  Columbia,  400  yards  wide  at  this  place,  and  knowing  that 
frequent  communication  would  be  necessary  throughout  the  season,  I  pur- 
chased a  ferry  boat  which  had  been  built  in  the  previous  year  principally 
for  the  use  of  the  U.S.  Commission.  I  should  have  preferred  to  build  one 
as  being  probably  the  most  economical  plan,  but  there  was  not  time  to  do 
so  and  the  first  day's  use  of  it  went  a  long  way  towards  saving  its  cost. 
Captn.  Darrali  proceeded  with  all  p<issible  dispatch  to  occupy  an  astrono- 
mical station  at  the  intersection  by  the  parallel  of  the  "  Pend  d'oreille 
river "  or  Clark's  fork.  Having  to  re-cross  the  Columbia  between  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company's  post  iit  Fort  Shepherd  and  the  mouth  of  the  Pend 
d'ortilic,  alH)Ut  -10  miles  from  Fort  Colvillo  and  just  alxive  the  Boundary, 
somewhat  later  in  the  year  I  built  a  ferry-boat  at  this  spot  to  facilitate 
comniunicatii>n  and  the  keeping  up  of  supplies.  While  a  bridge  was  being 
made  over  the  Salmon  River  and  some  niles  of  trail  cut,  Captn.  Darrah 
undertook  a  reconnaissance  between  the  Columbia  and  Kootenay  Rivers 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  nature  of  the  country  in  which  the  work 
had  to  be  perfoirned — this  occupied  him  sixteen  days — the  result  was  not 
very  encouraging,  the  intervening  space  being  mountainous  and  extremely 
rugged  ;  and  as  it  presented  no  fccilities  whatever  for  the  formation  of  a 
trail  in  the  general  direction  of  the  Boundary,  it  was  determined  to  make 
one  in  as  straight  a  course  as  it  was  possible  for  pack-animals  to  travel 
over.  Having  visited  the  stone  pyramid  and  cutting,  marking  the  deter- 
mination of  the  U.S.  Commission  of  the  Boundary,  at  the  western  inter- 
section of  the  Kootanay,  Captn.  Darrah  returned  by  way  of  the  Kootenay 
Lake  and  the  Kootenay  and  Columbia  Rivers.  Between  the  27th  August 
and  the  14th  September  the  necessary  observations  and  computations  at  the 
astronomical  station  on  the  Pend  d'oreille  were  completed  ;  but  it  was  not 
until  the  13th  October  that  observations  at  the  second  station  at  the 
western  base  of  the  divide  between  the  Pend  d'oreille  and  Kootanay  Rivers 
were  commenced,  owing  to  Captain  Darrah's  reports  to  the  extreme  diffi- 
culty of  opening  a  trail  into  what  under  other  circumstances  would  be  con- 
sidered a  thoroughly  impracticable  and  impenetrable  country,  and  that  too 
with  a  very  limited  working  party,  though  the  distance  by  trail  from  the 
Pend  d'oreille  is  only  \2\  miles,  or  8|  miles  along  the  parallel.  Captn. 
Darrah  was  occupied  at  this  station  from  the  12th  to  the  2 let  October,  and 
he  then  moved  further  eastward.  The  trail,  which  was  surveyed  through- 
out the  Columbia  for  the  connection  of  the  astrcnomical  determinations  of 
the  Boundary,  was  continued  to  the  summit  of  the  divide,  a  further 
distance  of  10  miles,  or  7f  miles  along  the  parallel — this  point  was  reached 
by  the  31st  October.  Snow  had  now  begun  to  fall  and  was  indeed  about 
two  feet  in  depth  on  the  summit,  and  the  surface  of  the  ground  was  frozen 
so  that  side-cutting  for  advancing  the  trail  became  impossible ;  upon  which 
Captn.  Durrah  thought  it  necessary  to  fall  back.  He  therefore  returned  to 
his  second  station,  where  he  marked  the  Boundary  by  \\  miles  of  cutting 
in  the  valley  as  the  western  foot  of  the  water-shed,  and  with  a  pyramid  of 
stones  at  the  eastern  end  of  the  cutting.  Even  from  this  place  his 
departure  was  hastened  by  the  increasing  depth  of  snow  on  the  lower 
ground,  as  with  such  trails  in  such  a  country  it  would  have  been  dangerous 
to  have  risked  been  snowed  up  ;  and  on  the  1 7th  November  the  party  fell 
further  back  to  the  station  on  the  Pend  d'oreille  River,  which  was  also 
marked  by  a  cutting  of  one  and  one  quarter  miles  carried  up  the  hills  on 
each  side  of  the  rivtir,  and  by  a  stone  pyramid  8  feet  square  at  bottom  and 
12  feet  high  on  each  bank.  On  the  30th  November,  an  astronomical 
station  was  occupied  on  the  left  or  eastern  bank  of  the  Columbia  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  the  point  of  intersection  of  that  river  by  the  49th 
Parallel.  The  U.  S.  Commission  had  in  the  previous  season  made  obser- 
vations on  the  right  bank,  and  marked  the  determination  by  a  cairn  and 
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cutting — this  cairn  waa  found  to  be  already  partially  destroyed,  probably 
by  Indians  who  had  apparently  made  use  of  some  of  the  stones  in  the  con- 
struction of  a  marten  trap  near  the  spot.  Having  completed  the  obser- 
vations at  this  station,  the  party  was  withdrawn  for  the  winter  and  reached 
head-quarters  on  the  16th  December.  Besides  the  survey  along  the  trail 
from  the  Columbia  to  the  summit  of  the  divide  betwf^en  the  Pend  d'oreille 
and  Kootenay  Rivers,  surveys  were  made  by  a  detached  party  southward 
down  the  Columbia,  and  thence  up  the  valley  of  the  Nowhoialpitkw  closing 
on  Captn.  Haig's  work  at  Statapoosten — these  surveys  comprised  a  distance 
of  about  72  miles  ;  and  were  intended  to  form  connection  with  this  place 
(nearly  opposite  the  conHuence  of  the  Columbia  and  Newhoialpitkw)  where 
observations  for  latitude  and  longitude  have  been  made  rluring  the  winter, 
and  between  Captns.  Haig  and  Darrah's  work  in  the  event  of  the  direct 
connection  not  being  made  during  the  season  as  turned  out  to  be  the  case. 
Part  of  7.  7.  As  soon  as  I  could  close  and  despatch  the  accounts,  ckc,  in  hand,  and 

dispose  f-atist'actorily  of  other  business,  on  the  IJrd  October,  1  started  for  the 
purpose  of  inspecting  the  line  of  Boundary  to  the  westward,  and  tlie  ope- 
rations in  progress  upon  it,  meaning  to  go  as  far  as  the  advanced  season 
would  allow  me.  Mr.  Lord  accompanied  me  for  the  purpose  of  collecting 
specimens  of  natural  history  during  our  journey.  By  the  18th  October  we 
reached  the  summit  of  the  mountains  between  the  Ashtnolaon  and  Pasayten 
Rivers,  six  weeks  previously  there  had  been  nearly  a  foot  of  fresh  snow  on 
this  spot  ;  and  though  it  had  now  disappeared  the  weather  was  very  cold 
and  any  change  mis^ht  have  caused  us  to  be  snowed  in.  The  further  trail 
to  the  Chilukweyuk  Lake,  which  point,  I  much  wished  to  have  reached  was 
very  bad,  and  over  continuous  mountains  ;  I  was  hardly  provided  with  a 
suthciency  of  transport  and  provisions  to  have  gone  so  far ;  and  I  should 
not  have  been  able  to  visit  the  Pasayten,  iioche  River  and  Skagit  stations 
which  lay  off  the  trail — -we  therefore  retuined,  though  very  unwillingly.  I 
visited  the  intersection  of  the  Boundary  with  the  eastern  fork  of  the  Asht- 
nolaon which  is  most  satisfactorily  marked  for  tlm  jirfseat  ;  though  I  cannot 
affirm  that  demarcation  by  cairns  and  cuttings  whicli  was  alone  practicable 
in  these  mountains  can  be  considered  to  be  permanent,  without  attention 
and  verification  from  time  to  time  by  the  local  authorities  (of  both  nations), 
which  in  these  remote  and  almost  inacce.ssible  places  would  be  almost  im- 
practicable and  could  not  but  be  expensive.  I  then  examined  the  line  of 
Boundary  which  had  been  admirably  laid  out  and  marked  under  Captn. 
Haig's  directions,  from  the  Similkanieen  nearly  to  the  first  or  westertnost 
crossing  of  the  Newhoialpitkw  ;  Lieut :  Ander.son  being  then  engaged  com- 
2>Ieting  the  last  few  miles.  I  visited  Captn.  Haig's  camp  on  my  way  out ; 
and  again  on  my  return,  at  which  time  he  was  employed  at  the  second 
crossing  of  the  Newhoialpitkw  at  Tnshwointum,  having  just  completed  his 
astronomical  observations,  &c.  and  being  about  to  commence  running  the 
line  : — and  I  also  visited  Lieut :  Anderson's  camp,  that  otliecr  being  us  above 
stated  then  engaged  in  completing  the  section  of  the  parallel  I'etween  the 
Osoyoos  station  and  the  U.  S.  station  at  the  first  crossing,'  of  the  Newhoial- 
pitkw. It  was  my  intention,  on  returning  from  this  trip  to  visit  the  work 
in  Captn.  Uarrah's  hands  eastward  of  the  Columbia  before  the  close  of 
the  season ;  but  while  travelling  on  the  3rd  November  I  was  met  by  a 
communication  announcing  the  return  of  the  U.  S.  Commissioner  and  the 
Chief  Astronomer  from  the  Rocky  Mountains  (eastern  extremity  of  the 
Boundary)  with  a  proposition  from  Mr.  Campbell  for  an  immediate  meeting 
of  the  joint  Commission  before  his  "  final "  departure  from  the  field  to 
Washington.  I  sent  on  the  messenger  to  summon  Captn.  Haig  to  Colville 
to  attend  the  proposed  meeting  ;  and  on  the  same  day  Mr.  Lord  and  I  with 
our  attendants  and  train  reached  the  head-quarter  camp. 
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8.  Captn.  Haig  having  come  in  on  the  5th  November  on  the  following 
day  he  and  I  with  Lieut :  Wilson  the  Secretary,  proceeded  to  the  U.  S. 
military  post  at  Fort  Colville  (then  called  Harney  Depot)  where  I  had  (re- 
posed to  hold  the  joint  Comminsion  meeting,  as  the  weather  was  then  severe 
and  I  had  at  that  time  no  suitable  accommodation  toofter  the  U.  S.  officers. 
The  joint  Commission  met  on  the  Gth,  and  the  sittinj^s  were  continued  on 
the  7th  and  8th  November ;  and  I  have  the  honour  to  submit  herewith  to 
your  Lordship  a  copy  of  the  joint  minute  recording  the  fjeneral  result  of 
our  deliberations.  In  this  minute  it  will  be  observed  tliat  the  demarcation 
by  iron  monuments  (alreiidy  provided  from  England  and  now  at  Vancouver 
Island)  of  the  Boundary  from  the  sfa  to  the  western  base  of  the  Cascade 
Mountains;  and  by  stone  beacons  of  the  portions  between  the  Similkaniecn 
and  Columbia  Rivers,  was  agreed  upon — a  result  most  satisfactory  to  me, 
as  I  considered  this  a  very  essential  part  of  the  duties  of  the  joint  Commis- 
sion, for  the  performance  of  which  I  had  contended  unsuccessfully  at  the 
last  Commission  meeting  in  April  1855) ;  and  the  demarcation  of  the  Bound- 
ary from  tlie  Similkameen  eastward  had  been  proceeded  witli  during  the 
current  season  for  the  reasons  given  in  paragraph  3  of  this  letter  without 
any  agreement  with  the  U.  S.  Commissioner  to  that  effect.  The  portions 
of  the  Boundary  alluded  to  in  paragrapli  2  of  the  minute  in  the  valley  at 
the  eastern  crossing  of  the  Kootenay  River,  and  the  space  between  the 
Kishenehu  and  Flathead  Rivers,  were  marked  by  the  U.  8.  Commission,  in 
the  course  of  the  past  season,  and  are  represented  to  be  the  only  practicable 
openings,  between  the  Columbia  and  Rocky  Mountains.  The  minute 
further  records  a  general  acknowledgement  of  the  .separate  operations  of  the 
two  Commissions,  .subject  to  examination  and  levision  on  the  completion  of 
the  field  work— this  too  was  satisfactory,  and  in  my  opinion  necessaay  ;  as 
hitherto  there  had  been  a  want  of  concert  between  the  Commissions,  wliijh 
left  me  in  doubt  as  to  what  would  or  would  not  be  acknowledged  by  ray 
colleague  on  tlie  termination  of  the  work.  It  nc>w  seems  to  me  that,  the 
general  operations  of  the  two  commis.sions  being  mutually  admitted,  there 
will  be  no  difficulty  in  bringing  our  labours  to  a  satisfactory  conclusion  in 
whatever  way  the  two  Governments  may  consider  necessary  ;  and  I  think 
therefore  that  the  joint  Protocol  is  of  much  greater  importance  than  the 
simplicity  of  its  terms  would  indicate.  Clause  1  covers  discussion  on  many 
points  connected  with  the  work,  which  it  was  considered  unnecessary  or 
inexpedient  to  record  in  detail  ;  and  1  ha\e  great  satisfaction  in  stating 
that  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting  were  characterised  by  harmony  and 
moderation,  and  formevl  a  marked  contrast  to  the  meeting  in  April  1859 
which  rose  almost  without  result  and  without  assenting  to  any  joint  record. 
A  few  days  after  the  meeting  the  U.  S.  Commissioner  proceeded  on  his  way 
to  Washington. 

9.  The  operations  of  the  season  1860 — 1  have  been  as  follows  :  The  deter- 
mination of  Latitudes  at  Ashtnolaon,  Osoyoos,  Inshwointum,  the  eastern 
bank  of  the  Columbia,  the  Fend  d'oreille,  and  the  western  foot  of  the 
divide  between  the  Fend  d'oreille  and  Kootenay  Rivers.  The  laying  out 
and  marking  by  a  series  of  54  stone  beacons  or  Pyramids,  and  by  cuttings 
through  the  woods  where  necessary  of  70  miles  of  the  Boundary  from  tlie 
Shimilkameen  to  Statapoosten  on  the  Newhoialpitkw — this  will  require 
revising,  the  nature  and  cau.«e  of  which  I  propose  to  explain  in  my  letter 
detailing  the  arrangements,  &c  for  conducting  the  present  year's  work  (No. 
15  dated  12th  April).  The  marking  of  the  Boundary  by  shorter  cuttings 
and  by  cairns  at  the  Ashtnolaon  and  Fend  d'oreille,  and  at  the  station  east 
of  the  latter.  The  connection  by  survey  of  the  interval  between  Roche 
River  and  the  Similkameen,  including  branch  surveys  to  the  stations  up  the 
valleys  of  the  Fasayten  and  Ashtnolaon  ;  the  necessary  surveys  between  the 
Similkameen  and  Statapoosten  ;  the  survey  between  the  Columbia  and  the 


iil 


iU 


FORMIQN  OFFICE  CORRESPONDENCE. 


a 


following 
the  U.  S. 
I  had  I'to- 
hen  severe 
S.  officers, 
tinued  on 
erewith  to 
,1  result  of 
sraarcation 
Vancouver 
lie  Ciisciule 
inilkftineen 
Lory  to  me, 
It  Conumis- 
ully  at  the 
the  Bound- 
during  the 
Ler  without 
"he  portions 
be  valley  at 
(etween  the 
niiiission,  in 
r  practicable 
The  minute 
ations  of  the 
ompletion  of 
ecessaay  ;  as 
ssions,  wlii-h 
sdged  l>y  my 
me  that,  tlie 
jnitted,  there 
loncluwion  in 
and  I  think 
,ice  than  the 
lion  on  many 
necessary  or 
n  in  statins; 
karniony  and 
]  April    18o9 
(joint  record. 
on  his  way 

:  Thedeter- 
the  eastern 
foot  of  the 
_  laying  out 
J  by  cuttings 
Iry  from  the 
Ivvill   require 
lin  my  letter 
■s  work  (No. 
Iter  cuttings 
[station  east 
keen  Roche 
Itions  up  the 
Ibetween  the 
Ivbiaand  the 


summit  of  the  divide  between  the  Pend  d'oreille  and  Kootennj  Rivers  ;  and 
the  surveys  between  the  intersection  by  the  parallel,  of  the  Columbia  River 
and  Statapoosten,  by  the  course  of  the  Columbia  River  and  Newhoialpitkw  ; 
comprising  between  Roche  River  and  the  most  easterly  point  reached  a 
distance  of  158  miles  along  the  49th  parallel  also  the  resurvey  of  the  space 
between  the  Chilukweyuk  Lake  and  the  Skagit  River,  a  distance  along  the 
parallel  of  15^  miles.  The  necessary  trail-making,  bridging,  &c,  which  have 
as  usual  proved  some  of  the  most  expensive  and  tedious  of  all  the  opera- 
tions— especially  to  the  eastward  of  the  Columbia. 

Reconnaissance  expeditions  made  by  Lieut.  Anderson  and  recorded  in 
paragraph  4,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  topographical  information  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Boundary.  More  extensive  researches  of  this  nature 
would  have  been  very  desirable  but  the  pressing  claims  of  the  immediate 
object  of  the  Commission  prevented  their  being  undertaken. 

The  progress  from  the  time  that  the  parties  were  able  to  get  to  work  until 
the  close  of  the  season  which  was  protracted  by  the  unusual  continuance  of 
fine  and  open  though  very  cold  weather  until  the  middle  of  December  was 
as  rapid  as  the  strength  of  the  several  parties,  nature  of  the  country,  means 
of  communication,  provisioning,  &c.  would  allow  ;  excepting  in  the  section 
of  the  work  to  the  eastward  of  the  Columbia  in  which  tiie  progress  was 
lamentably  small,  the  length  of  boundary  deteriniiied  being  veiy  short,  and 
the  cost  consequently  proportionally  large.  I  was  greatly  disappointed  at 
this  work  not  having  been  carried  as  far  as  the  western  crossing  of  the 
Kootenay  ;  but  Captn.  Darrah  asserts  the  impossibility  of  more  having  been 
done  with  the  means  placed  at  his  disposal ;  and  he  states  that  even  had 
he  been  enabled  to  penetrate  further  late  in  the  sea.son,  he  would  have  risked 
having  his  retreat  intercepted  by  the  snow— no  communication  had  been 
opened  on  the  side  of  the  Kootenay,  by  which  route  he  might  otherwise 
have  retired.  The  interval  between  the  Pende  d'oreille  and  Kootenay  is 
perhaps  as  diflicult,  if  not  more  diHicult  to  penetrate  than  any  equal  portion 
of  the  whole  line — it  appears  to  present  no  acce.ssible  points,  and  honee  the 
necessity  of  the  direct  manner  of  approaching  the  work  which  Captn. 
Darrah  adopted.  Even  the  connection  to  be  made  this  year  from  the  valley 
of  the  Kootenay  with  the  point  attained  on  the  watershed  will  prol)ably 
be  found  to  present  very  great  difficulties,  though  the  distance  is  but  10 
or  12  miles.  A  connection  between  the  Pend  d'oreilk!  and  Kootenay  com- 
prising an  interval  of  about  §rds  of  a  degree  of  Longitude,  was  necessary 
to  the  due  completion  of  the  work  ;  or  otherwise  the  determination  of  the 
Boundary  at  its  intersection  with  the  riveru  would  probably  have  been 
practically  sufficient  for  many  years  to  come,  had  an  arrangement  to  that 
effect  been  entered  into  by  the  Comunssioners ;  l)ub  without  such  an  agree- 
ment, I  was  desirous  on  the  part  of  the  British  Commission  to  define  the 
Boundary  throughout  as  completely  as  was  practicable,  though  the  difficul- 
ties encountered  proved  greater  than  were  anticipated.  I  had  also  hoped 
that  the  work  to  the  west  of  the  Columbia  would  have  been  carried  as  far 
as  that  river  in  the  past  season  ;  but  the  more  complete  manner  in  which 
the  Boundary  between  the  Similkameen  and  Statapoosten  was  defined 
than  was  at  first  intended  necessarily  curtailed  the  expected  progress. 
About  25  miles  of  unsurvoyed  and  unmarked  mountain  still  intervene 
between  Statapoosten,  and  the  intersection  of  the  Columbia. 

10.  Some  nuirks  made  in  paragraphs  3,  4  &  6  will  indicate  the  general 
character  of  the  country  in  which  the  years'  operations  have  been  con- 
ducted. Continuous  mountains  practically  nearly  impenetrable  extend  from 
the  Sumass  prairies  on  the  west  to  the  Similkameen  River  on  the  east,  a 
distance  along  the  Boundary  of  about  110  miles  or  nearly  2 J  degrees  of 
Longitude  ;  and  mountains  again  pre.sent  themselves  from  the  Columbia, 
eastward.     These  mountain  regions  are  quite  unfit  for  settlement  and  are  of 
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little  or  no  present  value  except  as  hunting  grounds  for  the  Indians,  and 
they  are  even  very  partially  penetrated  by  those  people.  The  immediate 
value  of  the  valleys  of  the  Newhoialpitkw  and  Siniilkameen  and  the 
adjacent  grassy  hills  depends  altogether  on  the  development  of  tho  gold 
deposits  within  British  territory  east  of  the  Cascade  Mountains.  The 
extension  of  population,  the  grazing  capabilitios  of  the  country,  and  such 
inducements  for  agriculture  as  local  riMiuiremenfs  might  present  though  the 
soil  generally  is  of  a  very  inditl'erent  character,  might  lead  to  partial  settle- 
ment ;  the  permanence  of  which  would  probably  be  altogether  dependent 
on  tlie  continuous  production  of  gold.  The  only  extensive  openings  into 
British  territory  northward  are  the  valleys  of  the  Columbia  and  Oknnagan 
Rivers.  The  former  is  represented  to  bo  very  sterile,  and  it  does  not  seem 
to  support  any  large  number  of  Indians.  The  latter  is  more  populous.  Its 
southern  end  was  visited  by  Lieut :  Anderson  who  stated  that  he  received 
very  favorable  accounts  of  it  from  the  Indians.  It  is  of  considerable  width  : 
open  and  grassy  ;  and  a  large  proportion  of  its  bottom  is  occupied  by  very 
extensive  shallow  lakes.  The  great  Livk(  is  reported  to  bo  90  or  100  miles 
in  length — a  trail  follows  its  course  throughout,  and  was  much  used  by  gold 
seekers  on  their  way  to  Thompson  and  Fraser  Rivers  in  lf<58,  9  ;  the  divide 
between  the  Fraser  and  Okanagan  bnsins  at  about  the  upper  end  of  the 
lake,  not  being  more  than  10  or  15  miles  in  width.  It  is  said  that  snow 
does  not  exceed  a  few  inches  in  depth  in  winter,  thus  offering  facilities  for 
the  keeping  of  stock  ;  and  the  same  character  is  given  to  some  spots  in  the 
Newhoialpitkw  valley. 

11.  All  the  members  or  the  Commission  having  assembled  at  this  place 
by  the  middle  of  December,  throughout  the  winter  the  reduction  of  the 
observations,  surveys,  <S:c.  made  during  the  season,  plotting  the  work,  i^e. 
have  been  actively  in  progress ;  drawing  and  computing  offices  having  been 
at  once  established,  and  a^-  many  of  the  men  having  been  employed  on  those 
duties,  under  the  supervision  of  the  several  officers,  as  were  required  or  were 
competent  to  undertake  them.  An  observatory  having  been  erected  amoncj^t 
the  other  buildings,  Cnpts.  Haig  and  Darrah  have  been  engaged  making 
numerous  observations  for  the  determination  of  the  absolute  longitude  of 
this  place,  and  also  for  its  latitude,  for  the  purpose  of  referring  the  results 
to  the  map  produced  by  the  astronomical  and  surveying  operations  on  the 
Boundary.  Preparations  for  resuming  the  work  in  the  coming  season  have 
also  been  in  active  progress  throughout  the  winter,  in  the  complete  repair 
of  the  tents,  equipment  of  all  sorts,  pack-gear,  ifec.  &c.  ;  and  every  effort 
has  been  made  to  keep  the  men  usefully  employed,  and  to  get  everything 
into  readiness  for  taking  the  field  effectually  by  the  earliest  date  that 
travelling  becomes  practicable. 

14.  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  tracing  showing  the  course  of 
the  Boundary  from  the  Gulf  (Straits)  of  Georgia  to  the  western  crossing 
of  the  Kootenay  River,  explanatory  of  the  above  long  report.  I  trust  I 
shall  not  be  considered  to  have  entered  into  too  great  detail ;  but  I  am 
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most  anxious  that  your  Lordship  sliould  be  very  fully  informed  of  the  whole 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Boundary  Commission  during  the  post  twelve 
months. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  Lordship's  most  oliedient, 

humljle  servant, 


Lieut 

Endorsed. 

Letter  No.  14  (with  two  enclosures). 
March  J8th,  1861. 

Report  of  proceed  ngs  of  North  American 
Boundary  Commission  auriiig  1800,1. 

Copy. 

.J.  S.  Hawki.v.s, 

Lieut :  Colonel  HI.  Engrs., 
H.  .M.  Commissioner. 


J.  S.  HAWKINS. 
Colonel  lil.  Engrs. 
//.  M.  Commissioner. 


March  ^Sth,  1S61. 
Hahnev  Depot,  Washington  TinnnroBV,  U.  H. 

Meetings  of  the  joint  Commission  for  determining  and  marking  the  Land 
Boundary  between  tiic  British  Possessions  and  the  United  States,  on  the 
49th  Piiiallel  of  North  Jjatitude  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  under  the 
Treaty  of  the  loth  June,  184G,  at  tlie  office  of  the  United  States  Boundary 
Conimission,  Harney  Depot,  Washington  Territory,  U.  S.  on  the  6th,  7th 
and  8th  November,  1860. 
Piesent  — 

John  SummerHeld  Hawkins,  Lieui :  Colonel  Koyal  Engineers,  Her  Majesty's 
Commissioner  for  ascertaining  and  marking  out  the  line  of  Boundary,  from 
the  point  on  the  4!tth  Parailel  of  North  Latitude  where  the  Boundary  laid 
down  in  existing  Treaties  and  Conventions  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States  terminates,  to  the  point  at  whicli  the  4yLh  Parallel  of  North 
]^atitud>  strikes  the  eastern  shore  of  the  Channel  which  separates  the  Con- 
tinent from    V^ancouver's  Island. 

Robert  Wolsely  Haig,  Captain,  Royal  Artillery,  Chief  Astronomer  on 
the  part  of  the  British  Commission. 

Charles  William  Wilson,  Lieutenant,  Royal  Engineers — Secretary  to  the 
British  Commission. 

Archibald  Campbell,  Esqre.,  Commissioner  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  to  carry  into  effect  the  first  Article  of  the  Treaty  of  June  15th, 
1846,  between  the  United  States  and  (ireat  Britain. 

Lieut :  John  G.  Parke,  Topographical  Engineers,  Chief  Astronomer  and 
Surveyor  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  carry  into  effect  the  first 
Article  of  the  Treaty  aforesaid. 

William  I.  Warren,  Secretaiy  to  the  LTnited  States  Commission. 

1.  The  operations  of  the  British  and  United  Stales  Commissions  from  the 
western  terminus  of  the  Land  Boundary  at  Point  Roberts  to  the  eastern 
terminus  at  the  summit  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  were  mutually  explained  ; 
and  tiie  future  course  of  operations  in  the  field  was  discussed, 

2.  The  Commissioners  agreed  that  the  portion  of  the  Boundary  extending 
from  the  western  terminus  at  Point  Roberts  to  the  western  slope  of  the 
Cascade  Mountains  be  marked   by  iron  monuments  at  suitable  intervals. 
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That  the  portion  extending  from  the  crossing  of  tlie  Boundary  at  the  Hiin- 
ilkameen  river  eastward  lowardH  tlie  Columbia  riv(;r  be  marked  by  stone 
beacons,  exclusive  of  the  intervals  which  from  tht'ir  rugged  and  mountain- 
ous nature  may  render  such  minute  marking  of  the  Boundary  unnecessary. 
That  the  portion  of  accessible  ground  in  the  valley  at  the  eastern  crossing 
of  the  Kootenay  River  be  also  marked  by  stone  beacons— and  that  the 
space  between  the  Kishenehu  and  Flathead  Rivers  be  marked  in  a  similar 
manner. 

The  Commissioners  agreed  that  the  points  on  the  Boundary  ascertained 
by  the  two  Commissions  by  the  determination  of  astronomical  points  at 
convenient  intervals  be  acknowledged  ;  subject  to  the  future  mutual  exam- 
ination of  the  astronomical  observations  and  of  their  results,  on  the  final 
completion  of  the  field  operations. 

(Signed)    J.  S.  HAWKINS, 

Lieut .  Colonel  Rl.  Engrn. 

H.  B.  M,  Commissioner. 

November  8th,  1860, 

(Signed)     ARCHIBALD   CAMPBELL, 

U.  S.  Commissioner. 

November  8th,  1860. 
Endorsed. 

Minute  of  proceedings  at  the  joint  commission  for  determining  and 
marking  the  Land  Boundary  between  the  British  Possessions  and  the 
United  States  on  the  49th  Parallel  of  North  Latitude,  November  8th,  1860. 

Inclosure  No.  1  in  Despatch  No.  14,  dated  March  28th,  1861. 
Endorsed. 

Sketch  map  of  the  Boundary  between  the  British  Possessions  and  the 
United  States,  on  the  49th  Parallel  of  north  Latitude,  from  the  Gulf  of 
Georgia  to  the  western  crossing  of  the  Kootenay  River. 

Enclosure  No.  2  in  Despatch  No.  14,  dated  28th  March,  1861. 


Extract  of 
Letter,  Lieut, 
riol.  Hawkins 
iio  Secretary 
of  State. 


No.  15. 

H.  M.  Boundary  Cotumission. 

CoLviLLE,  Washington  Territory,  U.  S. 

12th  April,  1861. 

Extract  of  Letter,  Lieut  :  Colonel  Hawkins  to  Secretary  of  State. 

My  Lord,  In  my  accompanying  letter  No.  14  of  the  28th  ultimo  I  have 
detailed  at  great  length  the  proceedings  of  the  North  American  Boundary 
Commission  during  the  past  season ;  and  I  now  beg  permission  to  submit 
to  your  Lordship  some  remarks  upon  the  arrangements  for  and  prospects  of 
the  season  now  about  to  open. 

2.  The  work  remaining  to  be  done  between  the  Casjade  and  Rocky 
Mountains  consists  of  the  necessary  surveys,  &c.,  in  the  space  of  about  125 
miles  between  the  western  watershed  of  the  western  Kootenay  which  was 
the  most  easterly  point  attained  to  last  year,  and  the  intersection  by  the 
49th  Parallel  by  the  crest  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  which  forms  tho  eastern 
extremity  of  the  Boundary  under  the  Treaty  of  the  15th  June,  1846, 
entrusted  to  the  joint  Commission  ;  an^"  ' '  ->  survey  and  demarcation  of  the 
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interval  uf  almut  25  miles  between  Statup<>ust<*n  on  the  Newhoialpitkw 
Kivtir  and  the  Columbia.  The  United  States  Coinniission  were  engaged 
throughout  the  past  season  on  tin*  spaco  between  the  w«wtern  crossing  of 
tlio  Kootonay  and  the  Uocky  Mountains ;  and  oxcrlusive  of  the  most 
easterly  astronomical  station  on  the  watershed  of  the  Uocky  Mountains, 
they  would  appear  to  have  occu{>ied  all  the  most  accessible  points,  vix  :  the 
eastern  and  western  intersection  of  the  K(H)tenay  ;  an  intiM'mediate  point 
on  the  Mooyie  a  tributary  of  the  K(K>tfiiay ;  and  a  point  between  the 
eastern  Ivootenay  and  the  Uocky  Mountains  on  the  Kishonchu,  a  tributary 
of  ihe  I'Malhead  which  is  the  same  stream  that  is  called  lower  down,  the 
Pend  d'oreille  or  Clark's  Fork.  Though  wo  have  not  hud  an  o{)portunity 
of  examining  the  a.btronomi('al  determinations  of  the  United  States  Com- 
misssion,  they  are  understood  to  be  perfectly  satisfactory,  and  it  may  be 
assumed  that  the  points  on  the  Honndary  derived  from  them  are  accuiate. 
The  United  States  Commission  have  moreover  cut  and  marked  two  portions 
of  the  lioundary  viz :  across  the  valley  at  the  eastern  intersection  of  the 
Kootenay,  and  between  the  Kishenehu  and  Flathead  which  are  represented 
to  be  the  oidy  practicable  parts  of  the  line  for  such  purpose. 

3.  Fron>  what  we  understand  to  be  the  nature  of  the  country,  it  appears 
doubttui  if  it  will  be  practicable  to  occuf>y  more  than  two  other  astronomical 
stations,  viz  :  one  on  the  Yah'k,  another  tributary  to  the  Kootenay  to  the 
east  of  the  Mooyie ;  anil  another  on  the  head  waters  of  a  stream  (the 
Wigwam  Uiver'?)  flowing  into  the  Kootenay  from  the  eastward  between 
that  river  and  the  Flathead.  1  am  very  desirous  that  observations  and 
corresponding  results  should  be  obtained  at  these  places,  both  to  complete 
the  mountain  serie.s,  and  to  preserve  as  nearly  as  possd)le  the  alternation  of 
points  so  fixed  which  has  been  the  general  rule  by  which  the  two  Com- 
missions have  been  guided.  Captain  Haig,  the  Chief  Astronomei-,  pro- 
poses to  proceed  to  the  eastern  extremity  of  the  Houndaiy  so  as  t(j  arrive 
there  as  soon  as  the  a<lvance  of  the  .«ea.son  will  allow  him  to  do  so  : — and 
having  observed  at  that  point,  in  the  absence  of  the  Commissioner,  I  have 
arranged  with  Lieut:  Parke,  the  U.  S.  Chief  Astrononn  r  that  he  (Captain 
Haig)  is  at  libi^rty  to  adopt  the  U.  S.  determination,  to  assume  a  mean 
between  it  and  his  own,  oi-  to  deal  othei  wise  with  it  in  such  manner  as  the 
result  of  his  proceedings  may  show  to  be  necessary  ;  no  doubt  being  enter- 
tained as  to  a  near  and  satisfactory  agreement.  Uesides  the  above  three 
astronoiiiicul  points,  tin-  work  will  comprise  the  necessary  connecting  surveys 
throughout  the  line,  including  references  to  the  U.  S.  stations,  and  as  much 
of  the  neighbouring  topography  as  the  strength  and  time  at  command  will 
permit  to  be  obtained. 

4.  It  is  so  essential  that  this  section  of  the  Jioundary  should  be  completed 
this  year  without  fail,  and  the  division  of  the  mule-train  on  which  our  move- 
ments entirely  depend  would  so  nuiterially  increase  the  diiliculties  of  com- 
munication, &c.  that  I  have  determined  to  employ  the  whole  force  of  the 
Commission  between  the  western  Kootenay  and  the  Uocky  Mountains, 
with  the  hope  of  completing  that  portion  of  the  work  by  such  a  date  as  to 
leave  time  for  further  proceedings  elsewhere,  to  which  I  propose  to  refer 
below  in  paragraphs  5  and  9.  It  is  right  I  should  here  state  that  I  expect 
to  find  our  movements  much  facilitated  by  the  bridges,  trails,  kc.  made  by 
the  U.  S.  Commission  for  their  own  use  during  the  past  year ;  and  I  have 
been  obligingly  furnished  with  a  sketch  of  the  country  resulting  from  a 
reconnaissance  and  surveys  of  that  Commission,  and  with  much  valuable 
information  as  to  loutes,  &c.  But  still,  the  country  is  rugged,  the  trails 
are  circuitous,  and  the  distances  to  he  travelled  over  are  very  great,  and  the 
"feed"  for  animals  is  generally  sparse  and  indifferent.  The  travelling  and 
provisioning  of  both  men  and  animals  have,  throughout  the  expedition, 
been  the  greatest  drawbacks  to  progress  ! 
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5.  Captain  Haig  and  Lieut :  Aiulerson  will  first  take  up  the  interval 
between  the  eastern  Kootenay  and  the  summit  of  the  Rocky  Mountains. 
Besides  astronomically  determining  the  eastern  extremity  of  the  Boundary 
this  space  will  comprise  the  proposed  station  lietwoen  the  Kootenay  and 
Flathead  rivers  if  it  be  found  accessible.  Capt.  Dariah  will  undertake 
the  work  from  the  eastern  Kootejiay,  westward,  including  the  proposed 
station  on  the  Yah'k  ;  the  approaches  to  the  valley  of  the  Yah'k  both  by 
the  watershed  between  it  and  the  eastern  Kootenay,  and  on  the  west 
side  by  the  watershed  between  it  and  the  Mooyie,  are  represented  to  be 
most  difficult.  Besides  my  desire  to  secure  an  astronomical  station  between 
the  Mooyie  and  eastern  Kootenay,  the  route  by  the  Yuh'k  presents  the 
most  direct  course  for  a  survey  between  the  eastern  and  western  Koo.enay, 
which  would  otherwise  have  to  follow  a  most  circuitous  course  either  up  or 
down  the  Kootenay.  On  completing  the  work  between  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains and  the  eastern  Kootenay,  it  is  |i|-f)posed  that  Cii.ptn.  Haig  should 
return  without  delay  to  this  place,  and  then  proceed  with  the  short  but 
mountainous  interval  between  the  Columbia  and  Newhoialpitkw.  It  is 
huj)ed  that  Capt.  Darrah  may  make  his  way  from  the  e.istern  Kootenay,  at 
least  as  far  as  the  U.  S.  station  at  the  Mooyie  in  good  time  :  upon  which  he 
will  be  disposed  of  in  the  manner  tliat  I  propose  to  inrlicate  below  in 
paragraph  9.  Cihould  Captn.  JJarrah  not  have  reached  the  western  Koote- 
nay, and  it  is  very  improbable  that  he  will  have  done  so,  Lieut :  Anderson 
will  relieve  him  and  com[)lete  that  work,  including  the  connection  with  the 
point  attained  in  the  past  season  on  the  western  watei'shed  of  the  Kootenay. 

G.  In  paragraph  9  of  my  letter  No.  14  of  the  28th  ultimo,  I  stated  that 
the  Boundar)'  so  carefully  and  completely  detined  and  marked  by  Captn. 
Haig  and  Lieut :  Anderson  in  the  past  season,  betweci  the  Similkameen 
and  tiie  western  intersection  of  the  Newhoialpitkw  at  Statapof)sten  would 
re(juire  revision.  This  necessity  arises  from  the  connections  made  between 
the  various  British  and  American  points  on  the  Bi)undary  derived  from  the 
{.stronomioal  (tperations  at  the  several  stations  showing  great  and  unex- 
p-ictefl  disci'ej)ancies  in  the  latitude  of  the  points.  The  results  of  the  astro- 
nomical operations  by  both  Commis'^ions  .^eem  to  be  in  the  highest  degree 
sf<.ti^^factory  ;  the  points  on  the  49th  paraliel  derived  from  those  results  are 
not  liable  to  r-rrors  which  can  !)e  detected  at  the  stations  themselves  :  the 
country  through  which  tlie  cotmections  have  been  made  is  of  a  generally 
favourable  character  ;  and  the  method  of  connection  does  not  permit  of 
errors  at  all  appr.  aching  in  magnitude  tlie  discrepancies  found  to  exist. 
There  seems  to  be  no  way  of  explaining  these  discrepancies  except  by 
attributing  them  ]>rincipally  to  local  causes  affecting  the  astronomical 
obser\ations  similar  to  those  vitiating  the  determinations  at  8chweltza 
alluded  to  in  paragraph  16  of  my  despatch  No.  9  dated  'l\st  May,  18GU  ; 
and  which  probably  affect  moi'e  or  less  every  station  between  the  sea  and 
the  Rocky  Mountains.  Two  ways  of  dealing  with  this  dithculty  presented 
themselves  either  to  connect  the  adjacent  stations  by  curves  lepreaenting 
and  having  the  properties  of  the  49th  parallel  (there  being  no  apparent 
reason  for  preferring  or  rejecting  the  determination  of  any  one  of  the 
stations)  which  might  have  been  the  preferable  method  had  there  been 
grounds  for  suspecting  the  accuracy  of  the  manner  of  making  the  connec- 
tion.s,  and  which  will  be  followed  itj  revising  the  line  between  Semiahmoo 
and  Sumass  ;  or  to  !idoj)t  a  mean  parallel  from  the  contii\uation  of  the 
several  astronomical  results  and  their  connections,  from  that  mean  to  cor- 
rect the  result  obtained  at  each  station  and  to  run,  and  mark  a  parallel 
coinciding  with  those  corrections.  There  are  two  British  and  three  IT.  S. 
determinations  of  latitude  in  the  space  of  nearly  %f)  miles,  from  between 
the  Similkameen  River  and  Osoyoos  Lake,  to  Statapoosten,  the  greatest 
discrepancy  is  between  the  British  station  at  Osoyooa  and  the  U-  S.  station 
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at  Statapoosten,  which  differ  about  800  ft ;  and  none  of  the  stations  ag-ee 
within  less  than  about  180  ft  wliich  is  the  difference  between  Statapoosten 
and  the  British  station  at  Inshwoiiitum.  In  this  case,  tlie  first  plan  wojld 
certainly  not  produce  a  jmrallel  of  latitude,  and  thus  would  knowinjjly 
i'liil  to  fulfil  the  proviKions  of  thj  Treaty — the  second  plan  would 
result  in  a  parallel  which  would  prol)al)ly  be  the  nearest  approach  to  an 
accurate  determination  of  the  49th  parallel  chat  any  but  a  very  elaborate 
and  extended  course  of  observation  could  arrive  at.  Captn.  Haig  has 
written  at  length  to  Mr.  Airy  the  Astronomer  Royal  on  the  subject  of 
those  unwelcome  and  very  unexpected  discrepancies  and  on  the  method  of 
dealing  with  them.  At  a  meeting  at  this  jjlace  on  the  4th  March,  attended 
bj'  Lieut  :  Parke,  the  U.  8.  Chief  A>^tropomer,  in  the  absence  of  the  Com- 
missioner, Mr.  J.  S.  Harris,  one  of  the  8.  assistunt  Astronomers,  Captn. 
Haig  and  myself — the  above  (]uesfcion.  aud  the  plan  of  this  year's  operations 
were  discussed  ;  and  it  was  agreed  that  a  mean  parallel  should  be  adopted, 
and  a  new  line  run  and  marked  from  the  Similicismeen  to  Statapoosten — 
Thi.s  Lieut  :  Parke  has  undertaken  to  uo,  on  the  part  of  the  L^.  S.  Commis- 
sion, on  satisfj'iiig  himself  as  to  the  existence  and  amonnt  of  the  alleged 
discrepancies. 

7.  Tt  would  h.'ive  been  a«  well  to  have  included  the  British  and  l^.  8. 
determinations  on  the  opjiosite  banks  f)f  the  Columbia  with  the  other 
astronomical  results  from  which  the  mean  parallel  alluded  to  in  the  preceding 
paragraph  is  to  be  derived  ;  but  the  connection  between  the  Columbia  and 
Statapoosten  has  not  yet  been  made,  aiui  the  relation  of  those  points  to 
each  other  is  consetjuently  not  known.  The  mean  of  the  two  determina- 
tions on  the  Columbia  is  therefore  to  i.e  assumed  as  the  point  on  the  49th 
parallel  at  its  intersection  with  that  river  ;  and  the  manner  in  which  the 
Boundary  between  it  and  Siata|.ioosten  will  be  marked  depends  on  the 
nature  of  the  country  Captn.  llaig  will  meet  with  in  perffirniing  the  work. 
I  hope  that  a  continuous  and  welltiiarkod  liii"  from  the  Similkameen  to 
the  Columbia,  a  distanoo  of  nearly  100  miles,  will  prove  to  he  practicable 
throughout. 

8.  B}-  the  operations  of  tin;  two  Connni.ssions  alluded  to  in  paragiaphs 
5  and  0,  the  field  work  between  the  Cascade  and  Rocky  Mountains  would 
be  brought  to  a  clu 'e.  It  will  depend  altogether  upon  the  time  by  which 
this  work  can  be  completed  whether  or  not  this  Commission  can  be  with- 
di'awn  from  this  place  before  the  winter.  If  it  can  b(*  done  my  movements 
will  be  go\  erned  l>y  the  instructions  (jf  the  Secretary  for  W'ai-,  for  which  I 
propose  to  apply  by  this  miil  ;  which  will  [  presume  direct  the  immediate 
return  of  the  Body  of  the  Commission  to  England.  Should  we  not  be  able 
to  withdraw  before  the  setting  in  of  winter,  so  that  travelling  with  so  large 
a  party  with  such  stores  and  instruments  as  it  would  be  necessary  to  carry 
with  us  becomes  impiacticable,  there  would  be  ample  occupation  for  the 
computing  and  drawing  departments :  no  temporarily  engaged  persons 
would  be  kept  in  (Mnployment  except  those  whose  services  might  be  indis- 
pensable, such  ]>roV)ably  as  some  packers  in  charge  of  the  stock  ;  and  the 
eailieat  possibki  move  would  be  made  in  the  spring. 

9.  It  is  my  present  intention  to  withdraw  Captn.  Darrah  from  between  the 
eastern  and  western  Kootenay  as  soon  as  the  completion  of  the  work  on  that 
side  is  assured,  and  in  time  tor  him  to  cross  the  Ca.scade  Mountains  to  the 
Frasor  River,  probably  by  the  route  betsveen  the  heads  of  the  Similkameen 
and  Fort  Hope  ;  for  the  purpose  of  rectifying  the  direction  of  the  Boundary 

line  ai  d  cutting  betwetiii  Seiniahmoo  and  Sumass,  and  of  fixing   the  iroi 
monuments  along  that  portion  of  thi^  boundary.     To  effect  this.  I  propose  to 
furnish  Captn.   Darrah    with  a  surveying  party  of  sufiicienl   strengtli  to 
perform  the  necessary  work    under  his   supervision,  and  to  attend   to    the 
fixation  of  the  monuments  ;  and  with  a  sufficient  number  of  mules  to  main- 
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tain  his  communications  and  keep  up  a  supply  of  provisions,  &c.,  for  lis 
working  parties.  Captn.  Darrah  will  1  hope  be  enal/ied  to  carry  on '..us 
work  without  intermission  until  its  completion  ;  and  it  he  meets  with  no 
unexpected  dilliculties,  1  think  it  may  be  done  in  two  or  at  most  three 
months.  This  will  finally  complete  the  field  operations  of  the  Land 
Boundary  Commi.ssion,  and  under  the  instructions  of  the  Secretarj'for  War, 
this  piirty  also  will  I  presume  have  to  return  to  England  by  the  earliest 
opportunity. 

10.  At  the  wish  of  the  United  States  Commissioner,  expressed  at  the 
joint  Commission  meeting  in  November  last,  I  communicated  with  Captn. 
G.  H.  Richards,  R.N.,  H.M.,  2nd  Cummissionerfor  the  determination  of  the 
Water  Boundary,  respecting  the  erection,  on  the  western  face  of  Point 
Roberts  of  a  stone  obelisk  to  mark  the  intersection  by  th  4'.)ih  parallel  of 
the  western  coast  of  the  continent.  This  point  appertains  to  the  Water 
Boundary  ;  but  being  that  which  by  my  original  instructions  No  2  dated 
30th  March,  1858,  I  was  directed  to  adopt,  it  is  also  common  to  the  Land 
Boundary  ;  and  Unowinj^  ihat  the  proceedings  of  the  joint  Wattr  Boundary 
Commission  were  in  abeyance,  I  was  induced  to  move  in  the  matter. 
Captn.  Richards  expressed  himself  strongly  of  opinion  that  the  point 
should  be  marked,  and  that  k)nger  delay  in  doing  so  would  he  inconvenient ; 
and  he  tlierefore  had  no  hesitation  in  recommending  me  to  carry  out  my 
proposal  to  mark  the  point  in  question,  f  quite  agree  with  Captn. 
Ricliardu  that  while  a  larger  mark  can  give  no  greater  significance  to  the 
spot  on  which  it  stands  unless  there  were  a  special  agreomei\t  to  that  eflfect, 
as  the  coast  of  Point  Roberts  forma  one  natural  boundary  of  the  Channel 
named  in  the  Treaty,  and  as  it  is  undoubtedly  the  most  prominent  point,  it 
is  quite  consistent  that  the  most  prominent  beacon  should  be  placed  upon 
it,  without  seeking  for  any  other  cause.  T  propose  therefore  to  take  steps 
for  the  erection  of  the  proposed  obelisk,  and  Captn.  Richards  has  pro- 
mised to  render  me  all  the  assistance  in  his  power.  The  point  on  the 
eastern  face  of  Point  Roberts,  anc  also  that  on  the  enstern  shore  of 
Semiahmoo  Bay,  are  to  be  marked  by  Captn.  Darrah  with  the  ordinary 
iron  monuments. 

12.  In  the  middle  of  Tm  liruary  I  despatchetl  Lieut:  Wilson,  the  Secre- 
tary, to  San  Francisco  principally  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  back  with 
him  some  chronometers  and  other  instruments  which  had  i)eei\  sent  there 
for  repair,  the  conveyance  t)f  which  would  reijuire  extreme  care  :  and  to 
obtain  a  large  sum  in  cash  for  use  at  this  remote  place.  He  was  "-Iso 
directed  to  procure  a  few  articles  of  provisions  and  other  stores  which  were 
required  ;  and  to  arrange  about  the  transport  of  some  instruments,  stores 
and  ammunition  from  England  which  had  been  detained  at  the  Dalles  or 
W^alla  Walla  during  the  winter.  About  3  week.s  after  Lieut :  Wilson's 
departure,  Mr.  Lord  followed  him  with  a  small  train  of  mules  for  the  pur- 
pose of  bringing  him  back  from  Walla  Walla  or  the  Dalles  should  the 
•teamer  l^etween  those  places  not  be  running  ;  and  they  may  now  be 
*x|»ected  back  in  about  ten  days.  Preparations  for  entering  actively  upon 
the  «r<>rk  of  the  season  have  been  making  for  several  weeks  past,  and  a 
W|pK  quantity  of  provisions  and  stores  have  been  moved  one  stage  of  the 
outward  journey ;  but  our  movements  are  dependent  on  a  sufficient 
growth  <A  grass  to  afford  food  for  our  numerous  animals. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  Lordship's  most  obedient, 

humble  servant, 

J.  S  HAWKINS, 


Extrat 
Letter 
Lient. 
Hawk 
St'creti 
State. 
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Endorsed  :  Letter  No.  15  (with  one  enclosure).     April  12th,  1861. 

Report   of    arrangements   for    the   operations   of  the  North    American 
Boundary  Commisaion  in  1861,  2. 

Endorsed.  Sketch  Map  of  the  Boundary  between  the  British  Possessions 
and  the  United  States  on  the  4!)th  Parallel  of  North  Latitude  from  the 
Ctilumbia  lliver  to  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

Inclosure  No.  1  in  Uesp.'itch  No.  15,  dated  April  12th,  1861. 


^1 


Extract  of 
Letter, 
Licit.  Coioni: 
Hawkins  to 
Secretary  of 
State. 


No.  IS. 

H.  M.  Boundary  Commission, 

SiNYAKWATEEN,  PeND  D'OREILLE  RiVER, 

August  26th,  1861. 
Extract  of  Letter  Lieut:  Colonel  Hwckins  to  Secretary  of  State. 

4.  It  will  be  convenient,  and  I  think  it  will  be  found  more  e.xplanatory  if 
T  combino  mv  reply  to  the  1st,  4th,  and  6th  heads  of  enquiry  ;  and  I 
must  take  the  liberty  to  refer  your  Lordship  to  the  sketch  maps  which 
accompanied  my 'lespatches  Nos.  14  and  15  of  the  28th  March  and  12th 
April,  as  I  have  n  ^t  the  mt'tins  at  this  place  of  preparing  any  others. 

Captain  Haig,  th  •  Chief  iistrononier,  has  already  verified  and  finally 
marked  the  eastein  erniiiius  of  the  Boundary  on  the  water-shed  of  the 
Rocky  Mountains  am  the  lOiinecting  survey  thence  to  the  eastern  crossing 
of  the  KoDtenay  Rive*  has  been  made.  By  this  time  it  is  probable  that 
the  whole  series  of  ast -onomical  determinations  of  Latitude  which  the  joint 
Commission  agreed  t  iindeitake  is  completed  : — Capts  Maig  and  Darrah 
being  at  the  last  stations, — the  one  on  the  liead-waters  of  the  Wigwam 
River,  a  tributary  of  the  Kootenay,  between  the  stations  at  the  eastern 
terminus  of  the  Boundary  and  the  eastern  ci'ossing  of  the  Kootenay, — and 
the  other  on  the  Yah'k  another  tril)utary  of  the  Kootenay,  between  the 
eastern  crovssing  of  that  river,  and  ;he  station  on  the  Mooyie,  also  a  tribu- 
tary of  the  same  river,  e.arly  in  t)  is  month.  Captn.  Dairah  would  then 
complete  the  survey  he  had  carried  from  the  eastern  crossing  of  the  Koote- 
nay, past  his  station  on  the  Yah'k  to  that  of  tiie  Mooyie  ;  from  which  point 
Lieut;  Anderson  will  have  taken  up  that  work  on  about  the  19th  inst.  for 
the  purpose  of  continuing  the  survey  to  its  connection  with  the  most  east- 
erly point  attained  last  year  on  the  western  wat'TsheJ  of  the  western  cross- 
ing of  the  Kootenay.  This  will  couiplete  all  that  it  is  intended  to  do 
between  the  Columbia  Hiver  and  liocky  Mountains.  Captn.  Haig  is  notv 
no  doubt  on  his  return  from  tliis  section  of  the  work  on  the  way  to  Colville, 
whence  he  will  proceed  at  once  to  Statapoosten  on  the  Newhoialpitkw 
River,  to  connect  by  survey  and  if  practicable  to  la^/  out  and  7nnrk  the 
Boundary  between  that  point  and  the  crossing  of  the  Columbia,  which 
would  complete  an  important,  ond  well-defined  section  of  the  Boundary 
between  the  Siniilkameen  and  Columbia  rivers  comprising  about  a  quarter 
of  its  entire  length.  P'rom  the  west  bank  of  the  Siniilkameen  to  the  west- 
ern base  of  the  Cascade  Mountains  between  Schweltza  and  Sumas.s,  an 
interval  of  about  1 10  miles,  all  that  it  is  intended  to  do  has  been  done  in 
the  determination  of  almost  all  the  accessible  points  <in  the  l>oundary,  and 
their  demarcation  by  means  of  short  cuttings  and  stone  beacons,  &c.  and  by 
the  performance  of  such  a  connecting  survey  between  the  several  points  as 
the  nature  of  the  country  would  admit  of.  From  the  western  base  of  the 
Cascade  Mountains  to  Semiahmoo,  the  actual  line  of  Boundary  has  to  be 
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revised  to  the  extent  of  the  discrppancios  in  the  meeting  of  the  cuttings 
made  from  opposite  directions  in  the  winter  of  1859-60  ;  and  the  revised  line 
has  to  be  delined  by  moans  of  tlie  iron  pillars  sent  from  Enghmd  for  the  pur- 
pose, for  the  removal  of  whicli  to  the  most  convenient  accessible  points,  I 
have  already  taken  steps.  Two  or  three  of  the  pillars  have  also  to  be  placed 
on  the  portion  of  the  Houndar}'  line  crossing  Point  Roberts.  On  complet- 
ing the  work  previously  alluded  to  as  now  being  in  his  hands,  Captain 
Darrah  will  proceed  across  the  Cascade  Mountains  to  undertake  the  above 
revision,  &e.  :  which  with  the  erection  of  a  small  stone  obelisk  at  the  western 
terminus  of  the  Land  Boundary  on  the  western  face  of  Point  Roberts 
(being  the  point  of  separation  between  the  Water  and  land  Boundaries)  for 
which  1  have  also  taken  measuies,  will  finally  con)plete  the  tield  labours  of 
this  Commission.  Captn.  Haig  I  have  already  stated  is  no  doubt  now  on 
the  way  t<^  take  up  his  last  portior>  of  work,  but  it  is  very  unlikely  that  he 
will  be  able  to  complete  it  before  the  advance  of  the  winter  would  make  it 
imposHible  to  work  any  longer  in  the  M(nintains,  though  I  liave  full  conti- 
dence  that  he  icill  complete  it  bet'ure  retreating  to  winter  quarter.'; — so  open 
and  favorable  a  season  as  the  last  cannot  be  counted  upon,  and  the  end  of 
November  may  be  named  as  a  prohaljle  date  The  portion  of  survey  left  to 
Lieut :  Anderson  west  of  the  Kootenay,  though  mountainous  and  very 
rugged  will  not  I  think  occupy  him  l>eyond  about  the  end  of  next  month  ; 
after  whicii  he  will  proceed  to  a.ssist  Captn.  Haiy,  Captn.  Darrah  has  a 
long  journey  to  undertake  before  he  can  enter  upon  his  concluding  portion 
of  the  work,  and  1  am  anxious  that  ho  should  cross  the  Cascade  Mountains 
before  the  trail  becomes  impeded  by  snow  ;  but  he  proposes  to  work  through 
the  winter  until  his  labours  are  completed,  in  doing  which  he  will  have  the 
experience  of  the  winter  of  ISoO-OU  during  which  he  worked  on  the  same 
ground  until  March  ;  and  indeed,  from  the  swampy  nature  of  the  district 
such  work  is  facilitated  there  by  hard  frost,  being  at  other  times  nearly 
impracticable,  and  it  is  quite  so  in  Summer  from  the  intolerable  number  of 
Mosquitoes.  Captn.  Darrah  will  hardly  begin  his  work  before  the  latter 
part  of  October  ;  and  its  pi-ogress  will  depend  upon  so  many  unciM'tain  con- 
tingencies, .such  as  the  weather  and  season,  the  quantity  of  trail-making  he 
may  tind  necessary,  or  the  greater  facilities  for  communication  that  the 
past  two  yenvf^  may  have  produced,  the  number  of  men  he  may  be  able  or 
may  find  it  convenient  to  employ,  i^'c.  that  it  is  difficult  to  suggest  a 
probable  «iate  by  wiiich  this  portion  of  work  will  be  brought  to  conclusion  ; 
but  [  venture  to  name  some  time  in  January,  and  at  all  e\ents  much  liefore 
the  portion  of  the  Commission  wintering  at  Colville  is  likely  to  be  released. 
With  regard  to  the  nio\emeitts  of  the  Commission  on  completing  the 
field  work,  I  beg  respectfully  to  refer  your  Lordship  to  paragraph  8  of  my 
letter  No.  15  dated  12th  April  last, — and  I  await  the  instructions  of  the 
Secretary  for  War,  whom  T  addressed  at  length  on  the  subject  in  a  letter 
No.  85,  dated  13ih  April  18(31  which  may  have  been  submitted  to  your 
Lordship's  consideration  ;  but  if  it  has  not,  I  should  be  glad  that  it  should 
be  laid  before  you. 

5  As  the  Hi'itish  and  United  Htates  Commissions  have  very  seldom  been 
working  in  close  proximity,  few  or  no  opportunities  have  been  afforded  of 
ascertaining  the  strength  emphiyed  by  the  U.  S.  Comminpion  ;  and  from 
the  very  different  position  occupied  by  their  military  escort  vo  that  of  the 
detachment  of  Royal  Engiiieers  attached  to  this  Connnission,  o-ven  with 
greater  knowledge  of  the  details  of  their  proceedings  it  would  be  difficult 
to  institute  a  comparison  of  the  relative  strength  employed  bj'  the  two 
Commissions.  It  has  always  been  my  opinit)n  that  the  proceedings  of  the 
U.  S.  Commission  were  conducted  with  energy  and  ability,  and  that 
nothing  was  allowed  to  bo  wanting  in  their  organizatioi^  and  arrangements. 
Their  staff  of  officers  was  certainly   larger  than  that  of  the  British  Com- 
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mission— their  train  of  animals  was  at  least  equal  to,  if  notlaiger  than  ours 
(they  had  I  believe  many  more  mules  but  fewer  horses)  besides  "he  separate 
train  for  the  supply  and  transport  of  their  escort  and  bein^  alwB-yy  a 
season  in  advance  of  us,  the  amount  of  trail-making,  brid<,'ing,  kc.  performed 
by  the  U.  S.  C'orauiission  was  much  in  excess  of  what  we  hud  done  of  that 
description  ;  while  wc  have  always  unavoidably  benefitted  more  or  less,  by 
their  labours  thus  in  advance,  and  this  year  we  have  done  so  to  a  very 
great  extent.  Tiiey  have  certainly  undertaken  less  cutting  on  ^he  Bound- 
ary, but  even  that  has  been  more  equalized  by  their  having  undertaken 
the  revision  of  '■he  line  between  the  Similkameen  river  and  Statapoosten 
(vide  paragraph  6  of  my  letter  No.  15,  12th  April  1861)  this  year,  which 
has  just  been  brought  to  a  very  satisfactory  conclusion.  I  have  no  reason 
whatever  to  think  that  the  e^  pendilure  of  the  U.  S.  Conmiission  will  not 
bear  comparison  as  to  its  gross  amount  with  that  of  the  British  ;  and  in 
some  details  it  might  be  so  to  my  disadvantage,  as  they  have  had  many 
facilities  in  agencies,  the  assistance  af'torded  tliem  by  the  military  and  other 
authorities,  their  dealing  with  their  own  country  men,  and  greater  knowledge 
of  their  character',  iScc.  from  which  I  was  debaried  The  iron  u'.onuments 
for  marking  the  l.)>undary  between  iSemiahnioo  and  Schweltza  have  been 
provided  by  Her  Majesty's  Government,  and  I  have  undertake  i  the  erection 
of  the  proposed  small  stone  obelisk  on  the  western  face  of  1'  )int  Huberts 
(of  the  probable  cost  of  which  I  am  not  yet  informed)  witlumt  making  any 
proposition  about  dividing  the  expense  which,  under  certain  circumstances 
of  previous  uon- accordance  with  tiie  U.  S.  Commissioner  which  T  reported 
at  the  time  to  your  Loidship,  I  felt  to  be  a  soniewiiat  delii'ate  question, 
which  might  be  I'aised  if  necessary  at  some  future  thne  should  any  com- 
parison of  expenditure  be  made  ;  but  these  items  are  likely  to  bear  a  very 
small  and  insignificant  proportion  to  the  general  expenditure  and  perhaps 
even  to  the  difference  in  the  total  outlay  of  the  two  Commissions.  If  H. 
M.  Water  Boundary  Cununissioner  nad  consented  to  the  U.  S.  Conuuis- 
sioner's  proposition  for  the  erection  of  .a  monument  at  the  initial  point  at 
Point  Rol)erts  at  the  time  it  was  first  made,  as  the  head-quarters  of  the  'J. 
S.  Commission  were  then  established  at  iSemiahmoo,  1  liave  no  doubt  tliat 
Mr.  Campbell  wjxs  prepared  to  undertake  the  woi  li,  though  I  cannot  s\ig- 
gest  whether  or  nut  he  would  have  proposed  to  share  the  expense. 

6.  With  reference  to  the  inquiry  whether,  so  far  as  the  Boundary  has  been 
marked  it  is  admitted  by  the  American  Commissioner,  as  well  as  by  myself, 
I  had  very  great  satisfaction  in  informing  youi-  Lordship  in  Paragraph  8  of 
my  Letter  No.  14  of  tlie  L'Bth  March  of  the  Concordant  result  of  the  last 
meeting  of  the  joint  Commission  in  the  U'ginning  of  November,  1800,  })rior 
to  the  lieparluro  of  the  U.  S.  Commissioner  to  Washington  ;  at  which 
meeting  a  genera!  acknowledgment  .>f  the  separate  ojierations  of  the 
Commissions  was  made. 

The  U.  S.  Commissioner  consentiwi  to  the  demarcation  by  iron  pillars  of 
the  Bt>undary  from  Point  Roberts  as  far  eastwartl  as  it  was  found  reason- 
ably practicable  so  to  define  it,  inchuling  the  two  points  on  tiie  eastern  face 
of  Point  RolH'rta  and  on  the  eastern  shore  of  Semiahmoo  Bay  at  which  he 
had  at  first  wished  to  erect  monuments  similar  but  inferior  in  size  co  that 
proposeii  for  what  he  designated  the  "initial  point"'  on  the  western  face  of 
Point  Roberts  Tt  was  also  then  arranged  that  the  V .  S.  Commission 
should  undertake  the  revision  of  the  line  from  t'le  Similkameen  River  to 
ytatap«njsten,  rendered  necessary  by  the  discrepancies  in  the  several 
liktitude  deterrsiiinations  in  that  interval  detected  by  Captn.  Hiiig  in  the 
eoBTse  of  his  ^^w'rations  la»t  year.  The  manner  of  performing  tiiis  revision 
wiw  agreeii  upon  it  a  subsequent  meeting  with  the  \J.  8.  Chief  Astronomer 
reportw)  ';>  your  Lordship  in  paragraph  6  of  my  letter  No.  15;  and  that 
work  h»&  lUst  been  completed,  Lieut     Parke  having  moreover  stated  to  mc 
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that  "the  adjuatment  of  th^  discrepancies  was  most  satisfactory"  to  the 
U.  S  CommisHion,  and  that  '■  the  agreement  between  the  two  results  of  the 
two  Commissions,  for  Latitude  obtained  at  the  name  station,  and  the 
several  azimuthal  determinations,  is  most  satisfactory."  By  agreement,  if 
found  practicable  this  portion  of  actually  defined  Boundary  is  to  be  pro- 
duced to  the  Columbia,  although  the  interval  between  Statapoosten  and 
that  River  is  occupied  by  lofty  Mountains  ;  and  as  previously  stated  in 
paragraph  4,  Captn.  Haig  is  no  doubt  on  the  way  to  take  up  that  work. 
The  examination  of  the  results  of  the  latitude  determinations  at  the  moun- 
tain stations  was  deferred  though  had  any  system  of  marking  it  been  propos- 
ed we  were  in  a  position  to  have  produced  the  British  results  which  up  to  that 
time  had  been  arrived  at.  There  is  however  no  reason  whatever  to  doubt 
that  such  mutual  examination  will  eventually  prove  perfectly  satisfactory 
to  the  Commissions.  T  may  here  mention  that  at  the  eastern  terminus  of 
the  Boundary  at  the  Kocky  Mountains,  Captn.  Haig  only  differed  from 
the  American  result  by  38  ft :  entailing  a  change  in  the  position  of  tlie 
terminal  monument  of  only  19  feet  :  at  the  crossing  of  the  Columbia, 
Captn.  Darrah  dif.'ered  from  the  American  result  (on  the  opposite  bank) 
by  a  little  more  than  one  second,  or  by  (I  think)  about  113  feet ; — and  at 
Lake  Osoyoos  where  the  U.  8.  Astronomers  have  made  very  careful  obser- 
vations in  consequence  of  the  alleged  discrepr.ncies  in  the  Siinilkameen  — 
Statapoostcn  det^'rminations,  they  differed  from  Captn.  Haig  by  not  j  rds. 
of  a  second  or  by  aboat  G4  feet.  A  portion  even  of  these  small  discrepan- 
cies is  most  probii.bly  due  to  the  different  season  of  the  year  at  \'hich  the 
observations  were  made,  and  the  different  stars  observed;  as  during  the 
winter  Captn.  Haig  ol)tained  a  set  of  observations  for  Latitude,  at  the 
U.  S.  Commission  observatory  at  the  adjacent  military  post,  using  his  own 
instrument  but  as  nearly  as  pdssible  the  sanie  stars  that  were  observed  at 
that  point  by  tlie  U.  S.  Astronomers  tor  the  purpose  of  comparison,  and  the 
results  were  ahiiost  identical,  ditiering  I  think  by  only  15  feet.  On  the 
scale  that  the  nature  of  the  surveys  will  admit  of  the  maps  being  laid  down, 
there  is  little  likelihood  of  any  disagreement  of  any  importance  in  producing 
a  joint  map  from  the  Independent  surveys  of  the  two  Conunissions.  Nt)n(; 
but  simple  practical  questions  can  aiise,  which  can  I  think  be  easily 
practically  solved.  At  present  T  know  of  nothing  under  this  head  of 
en(iuiry  in  which  the  two  Conunissions  are  not  in  entire  accord, — a  state 
of  things  I  confess  I  did  not  anticipate  not  many  months  ago  : 

7.  The  featur.'s  of  the  country  lying  under  the  49th  parallel  are  shortly 
as  follows — from  the  sea  to  the  Cascade  Mountains,  generally  level,  but 
mostly  covered  by  dense  forest  and  obstructed  by  extensive  swamps  ;  and 
from  theoi'e  to  tiie  Rockv  Mountains  continuously  mountainous,  in  three 
fourths  of  that  interval  the  Boundary  being  practically  only  accessible  by 
the  lateral  valleys  in  which  the  astronomical  stations  have  been  located, 
For  about  half  the  distance  between  the  Similkameen  and  Coluu)l)ia 
Rivers  (about  one  eighths  of  the  boumlary)  the  line  passes  over  smooth 
rolling  hut  mountainous  country,  which  is  the  only  favourable  portion  in 
its  entire  length.  The  principal  difficulty  of  the  survey  has  been  that  of 
penetrating  the  country  ;  the  survey  itself  being  unavoidably  of  a  very 
simple  description,  producing  a  connection  between  the  several  latitude 
determinations  and  the  points  on  tlie  Boundary  derived  from  them,  its  own 
value  depending  on  its  gi eater  or  less  agreement  with  the  latitudes  of  the 
astronomical  points  by  which  it  is  divided  into  separate  sections.  —  A  future 
comparison  with  the  surVeys  of  the  U.  S.  Couunission  (which  are  I  believe 
of  a  generally  similar  description)  will  also  furnish  a  further  test  upon 
it.  The  difficulties  encountered  and  the  expenditure  incurred  by  thij  Com 
mission  have  no^  been  caused  by  the  nature  of  the  mere  survey  •  out  they 
are  entirely  due  to  the  character  of  the  country   in  which  tho  operations 
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have  had  to  be  conducted, — the  enormous  rate  of  wages  ruling  in  this 
country,  the  cost  of  supplies  and  stores  of  every  description,  which  have 
further  had  to  be  conveyed  from  distant  points  by  means  of  transportation 
only  to  be  obtained  at  exorbitant  rates, — the  necessity  of  maintaining  an 
expensive  pack-train  to  furnish  transport  and  keep  up  supplies  along  the 
line  of  operations,  the  entire  want  of  supplie;-,  accommodation,  or  facilities 
of  any  description  whatever  from  one  end  of  the  work  to  the  other, — 
besides  many  minor  similar  causes  which  T  need  not  attempt  to  enumerate. 
In  such  a  country  moreover  the  labour  expended  upon  trail-making  &c.  has 
been  very  considerable  : — and  I  may  further  point  out  that  the  line  of 
operations  was  accessible  from  very  few  points  ;  so  that,  always  difficult,  as 
it  lengthened  as  the  work  advanced  it  afforded  no  more  favourable  means 
of  approach  to  and  from  communication  along  it. 

9.  In  reply  to  the  demand  for  information  as  to  the  manner  of  marking 
and  preserving  the  Boundary  I  have  honor  to  subn)it  the  following  remarks. 
When  leaving  England  in  1858,  in  i  ly  original  instructions  I  was  directed 
to  define  the  Boundary  "  either  by  monuments  in  the  open  country  or 
cuttings  through  forests  in  a  manner  to  prevent  any  doubts  on  the  subject 
being  raised  hereafter,"  and  there  was  also  the  precedent  of  the  New 
Brunswick  and  Maine  Boundary  to  guide  me,  in  which  I  believe  the  line 
was  cut  and  marked  throughout  .it  intervals  (generally)  of  one  mile  by  cast 
.'ron  pillars  sin)ilar  to  but  smaller  than  those  provided  on  my  demand  for 
niarking  the  interval  between  Semiahmoo  and  Sch^veltza.  It  will  be 
observed  that  my  instructions  directed  my  attention  to  monunients  or 
cuttings;  but  lieing  myself  of  the  opinion  which  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury 
have  been  plciised  to  express  that  a  mere  forest  vista  would  b:;  wanting  in 
permanence,  and  also  that  without  marking  certain  points  defining  the 
actual  line  of  Koundaiy  it  would  be  indefinite  to  tlie  extent  of  the  breadth 
of  the  cutting  believing  aNo  that  cuttings  and  monuments  have  been  com- 
bined throughout  tiie  New  Brunswick  iinil  Maine  Boundary — the  cutting 
from  Semiahmoo  to  Schwelt /a,  and  also  that  across  Point  Roberts  will  be 
permanently  marked  by  iron  pillars  placed  generally  at  mile  intervals,  with 
a  few  additional  ones  at  the  crossing  of  trails,  &c. 

It  is  also  intentled  to  define  the  Westi-rn  terminus  of  the  Land  Boundary 
on  the  western  face  of  Point  Poberts,  a  point  common  to  the  water  and  land 
Boundary  Oonimissitms,  by  a  small  stone  obelisk  about  20  feet  high. 
About  half  of  the  portion  of  boundary  between  the  Similkameen  and 
Statapoosten  passes  over  rolling  grassy  country  with  occasional  patches  of 
forest  am!  the  othei-  half  is  rugged  and  mostly  thickly  wooded.  During 
last  season  cuttings  wer(^  made  throughout  the  forest  occuring  in  this  in- 
terval, excepting  in  the  bottoms  of  some  of  the  deep  valleys  on  the  moun- 
tainous chord  cfossing  the  southern  bend  of  the  Newhoialpitkw  in  conse- 
quen':'e  of  the  work  lia\ing  lieeti  inteirupt?ed  liy  snow  ;  and  in  the  space  of 
about  70  miles  54  atone  ht-acons  were  >  lei  led  at  the  most  prominent  or 
otlw^rwise  important  points,  b^•sides  thet>  being  '?>  or  4  others  placed  by  the 
U.  S.  Commission  in  the  previous  year  nom  some  points  on  this  portion 
of  the  line,  8  or  10  i)e*eons  .-an  be  si^n  and  the  Boundary  can  be  traced 
for  many  nnles.  In  revisasg  the  line  this  year  b\  the  a  lopti(jn  of  a  mean 
parallel  between  the  dJ«flT»«pant  latitude  determinations,  the  U.  S.  Commis- 
sion have  replaced  all  r;i\>«  beacons  (which  are  "square  pyramidal  piles  of 
stone,  carefully  laid,  si.\  feet  R(juare  at  base  and  six  feet  high''),  and  added 
one  more  ;  so  that  tiiis  important  portion  of  the  Boundary  is  marked 
throughout  by  nearly  rtO  monuments.  I  am  further  informed  by  the  U.  S. 
Chief  Astronmer  that  on  the  revised  line  "  the  timber  has  been  cut  out  at 
all  the  monuments,  crossings  of  valleys  trails  and  ridges,  in  all  smooth  roll- 
ing country  and  mountain  slopes  where  the  old  vistas  alread}' existed  and 
were  visibh;  from  routes  to  travel,"  and  that  "  the  old  monuments  were  all 
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taken  down,  and  in  many  cases  the  stones  removed."  It  is  intended  to 
continue  the  demarcation  of  this  portion  of  Line  from  Statapoosten  to  the 
Columbia ;  but  even  should  Ciiptn.  Haig  find  that  the  necessary  cuttings 
are  not  reasonably  practicable,  1  have  no  doubt  that  from  his  connecling 
survey  he  will  be  enabled  tofletermine  the  position  of  asutKcientnumberof 
beacons  to  fleiine  the  line  satisfactorily  and  permanently.  The  above  are 
the  most  important  cuttings  that  have  been  made,  and  the  longest  portions 
of  the  Boundary  that  have  been  or  are  proposed  to  be  marked.  Last 
season  the  U.  S.  Commi.ssion  made  good  cuttings  for  5  miles  on  each  side 
of  the  lliver  at  the  eastern  crossing  of  the  Kootenay  and  for  about  7 
miles  between  the  Kishenehu  and  Flathead  rivers ;  but  in  my  opinion 
these  cf>nsideral)le  distances  are  very  insuthcieatly  marked  by  monuments, 
there  being  according  to  my  observation  only  three  at  each  place — this  I 
have  no  doubt  was  owing  to  stone  not  beiu  -  procurat)le  on  the  spot,  and  to 
the  ditliculty  tliere  would  have  been  and  delay  that  would  have  occurred  in 
conveying  it  to  suitable  points.  At  the  numerous  mountain  or  other 
stations,  the  points  on  the  lioundary  are  marked  by  short  cuttings  and  by 
one  or  more  stone  beacons,  and  nothing  intermediate  between  such  points 
has  been  consitlered  practicable,  the  connecting  surveys  having  been  carried 
along  the  trails  by  which  the  line  of  operations  has  been  traversed.  The 
eastern  terminus  of  the  Boundary  on  the  watershed  of  the  Rocky  Mount- 
ains is  deliued  \>y  an  ordinary  beacon,  placed  on  a  low  short  and  narrow 
saddle  with  i>recipitous  sides,  lying  between  two  rugged  mountains  which 
rise  abruptly  from  it, — -a  secure  spot  where  the  monument  is  very  little 
likc^ly  to  be  disturbed  by  man  or  even  animals,  though  in  that  bleak  region 
it  may  not  be  spared  by  the  elements.  The  saddle  itself  which  runs  nearly 
north  and  south  will  always  detine  the  position  of  the  Bouniiary  within  an 
inconsiderable  limit. 

With  regard  to  the  remark  made  by  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  thit  the 
cutting  of  a  forest  vista  would  seem  to  their  Lordships  at  once  costly  and 
wanting  in  permanence ;  I  beg  permission  to  observe  that  in  laying  out  a 
continuous  line  of  Boundary  through  forest  I  liardiy  see  /low  it  could  be 
done  without  cutting  .such  a  vista. — It  would  hardly  be  practically  possible 
to  determine  satisfactorily  the  points  to  be  permanently  niarked  without 
the  assistance  of  such  an  opening  ;  and  even  if  it  could  be  done,  it  might 
be  said  tiiat  the  points  intended  to  detine  the  line  would  be  lost  in  tl  e 
forest  without  liaving  any  connection  with  each  other.  I  would  have  ab- 
stained from  these  cuttings  had  I  considered  it  practicable  to  do  the  work 
without  them  ;  and  the  two  Chief  Astronomers  at  the  joint  Commission 
meeting  in  April  1859,  gave  most  positive  opinions  that  if  a  continuous 
line  was  to  be  marked,  the  cutting  could  not  be  dispensed  with.  The  cut- 
tings on  this  have  I  believe  been  very  difl'erent  from  those  on  the  New 
Brunswick  and  Maine  Boundary,  some  being  through  timber  of  the  heaviest 
description,  and  the  openings  are  likely  to  be  identified  for  many  years  to 
come  ;  l)ut  I  still  considered  that  monuments  of  a  more  permanent  character 
and  defining  the  actual  line,  were  required.  On  the  close  of  the  joint 
Commission  and  final  authoritative  adoption  of  the  Boundary  it  appears  to 
me  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  place  the  monuments  under  the  particular 
charge  of  the  land  Departuients  on  either  side  of  the  frontier,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  identifying  them  from  time  to  time,  and  of  preserving  them  by 
bestowing  that  degree  of  attention  upon  them  that  they  may  be  found  to 
require  ;  and  I  think  also  that  as  facilities  increase,  the  beacons  of  dry 
stone  should  be  replaced  by  similar  erections  of  solid  masonr3' — the  result 
of  such  labor  and  expense  should  not  be  lost  for  want  of  future  care  ;  and 
even  the  acce.ssible  cuttings  might  be  preserved  at  no  great  cost  by  a  little 
timely  attention  to  them  at  intervals. 
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r.  o.  811, 

America 
1868-03. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Your  Lordship's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

J.  S.   HAWKINS, 
Lieut :  Colonel  Jil.  £ngr8. 
The  Right  Honble.  //.  M.  Commissioner. 

The  Secretary  of  State, 
for  Foreign  Affairs, 
&o.  ifcc,  &c. 

Endorsed.  H.  M.  Boundary  Commission,  Sinyakwateen,  Pend  d'Oreille 
Rivers.  August  26th,  186 L  Lieut:  Col.  Hawkins,  R.E,  Despatch  No. 
18.  Report  on  the  operations  of  the  Commission  called  for  by  despatch 
No.  1.     F.  O.  29th  April,  1861. 


No.  19. 


My  Loud,  , 


H.  M.  Boundary  Commission, 

New  Westminster,  B.C., 

October  15th,  1861. 


I  enclose  a  sketch  of  the  proposed  obelisk,  which  as  your  Lordship  may 
observe  is  to  be  of  comparatively  small  size  for  the  purpose  intended  hav- 
ing been  so  designed  solely  on  the  ground  of  economy.  It  will  stand 
retired  a  few  yards  from  the  edge  of  a  steep  bank  upwards  of  150  feet  high 
and  will  be  dwarfed  in  appearance  by  the  lofty  pines  around  it,  while  it  is 
desirable  that  it  should  be  conspicuously  visible  from  the  sea — a  shoal 
extending  off  the  coast  of  Point  Roberts  preventing  the  approach  of  vessels 
to  within  a  mile  o.-  two  of  the  shore.  On  the  western  face  of  the  obelisk  it 
is  intended  to  place  the  title  and  date  of  the  Treaty  as  shewn  on  the  sketch ; 
on  the  eastern  the  latitude  and  longitude  of  the  point,  and  the  date  of 
erection ;  and  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  on  the  north  and  south 
faces,  the  names  of  the  Commissioners. 

Owing  to  the  existing  state  of  things  in  these  Colonies,  the  cost  of  the 
work  will  not  fall  far  short  of  £1,500  ;  a  sum  probably  representing  from 
twice  to  three  and  four  times  that  for  which  it  might  be  performed  in  most 
other  parts  of  the  world.  The  obelisk  is  to  be  of  solid  cut  granite  of  the 
weight  of  about  40  tons,  in  stones  varying  from  1  to  2J  tons  each.  As 
before  said  it  will  stand  on  the  top  of  a  ruggerl  bank  upwards  of  150  feet 
in  height  which  rises  abruptly  from  a  shingle  beach  not  more  than  10  or 
15  yards  in  width  above  high  water  mark.  Up  this  bank  every  article  has 
to  be  hoisted  for  which  purpose  a  strong  wooden  tramway  has  been  laid 
under  Captain  Gosset's  superintendence. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  Lordship's  most  obedient 
humble  servant, 

J.  S.  HAWKINS. 


The  Right  Honble. 

The  Secretary  of  State, 

for  Foreign  Affairs. 
&c.,  &c.,  &c. 
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Lieut:    Colonel  Rl.  Engrs. 

U.M.  Commissioner. 
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Endorsed.  H.  M.  Boundary  Commission,  New  Westminster,  B.C., 
October  15th,  1861.  Lt.  Col:  J.  S.  Hawkins,  R.E.  No.  19.  Report  on 
the  erection  of  a  granite  obelisk  to  mark  the  western  terminus  of  the  conti- 
nental Boundary. 


F.  O.  811, 

America, 

1858-63. 


i-     i 


No.  22. 

H.  M.  Boundary  Commission, 
CoLviL'.E,  Washington  Terriroby,  U.S. 

November  27th,  1861. 

My  Lord, — You  will  already  have  received  detailed  reports  respecting 
the  course  pursued  by  the  joint  Commission  for  rectifying  the  discrepancies 
found  to  exist  between  some  of  the  latitude  determinations  at  the  several 
points  on  the  19th  parallel  upon  which  the  demarcation  of  the  Boundary 
is  abased,  on  connecting  those  points  by  the  most  accurate  means  that  the 
time  at  command  and  the  nature  of  the  country  would  admit  of.  This 
information  is  contained  in  paragraph  3  of  mj  letter  No.  14  of  the  28th 
March  last,  paragraph  6  of  No.  15  dated  12th  April,  and  paragraph  6  of 
No.  18  dated  26th  August,  1861  : — and  your  Lordship  will  thus  have 
learned  that  no  question  affecting  the  position  of  the  Boundary  line  will  be 
left  for  further  settlement  by  the  joint  Commission,  after  leaving  the 
field. 

It  however  appears  necessary  to  furnish  your  Lordship  with  a  distinct 
reply  to  your  despatch  No.  5  of  the  22nd  July,  instead  of  merely  referring 
to  my  previos's  letters  in  which  the  (juestion  put  to  me  is  fully  reported 
upon,  and  the  means  adopted  for  its  settlement  are  detailed. 

The  discrepancy  between  the  British  anrl  the  United  Stiites  determination 
of  a  certain  point  on  the  Boundary  ("at  Boundary  Creek  "),  alluded  to  in 
paragraph  5  of  tiovernor  Douglas'  despatch  of  the  28th  February,  1861,  to 
the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  was  one  of  those  detected  by  Captn.  Haig  on 
connecting  the  series  of  astronomical  determinations  between  the  Similka- 
meen  river  and  the  most  easterly  crossing  by  the  Boundary  of  the  New- 
hoialpitkw  river  at  Statapoosten. 

As  before  stated  in  my  letter  No.  15,  a  large  proportionate  part  of  these 
discrepancies  between  independent  and  astronomical  results  of  a  high  degree 
of  accuracy  must  he  attributed  to  local  physical  causes  affecting  the  astro- 
nomical observations,  which  probably  more  or  less  affect  the  accuracy  of 
every  astronomical  station  between  the  sea  and  the  Rocky  Mountains. 
Upon  careful  consideration  by  the  two  Commissions,  as  a  practical  and  per- 
haps the  only  practical  way  of  dealing  with  this  difficulty  without  incurring 
indefinite  delay  and  expense  it  was  agreed  upon  that  a  mean  parallel 
between  the  several  astronomical  determinations  extending  from  the  Sim- 
ilkameen  to  Statapoosten  should  be  adopted.  This  work  was  undertaken 
by  the  United  States  Commission  ;  and  in  executing  it,  the  results 
previously  arrived  at  by  Captn.  Haig  were  verified,  and  the  agreement 
between  the  work  of  the  two  Commissions  was  pronounced  to  be  remarkable 
and  satisfactory. 

At  otlier  portions  of  the  Boundary  which  have  been  (or  are  now  being) 
laid  out  and  marked,  the  above  plan  has  not  been  adopted,  as  it  could  not 
be  so  without  incurring  delay  which  neither  of  the  Commissioners  deemed 
expedient  and  of  which  I  am  sure  neither  of  the  Governments  would  have 
approved.  In  such  cases  the  astronomical  determinations  have  been 
adhered  to  and  connected  ;  though  there  is  every  reason  to  believe '"iat 
such  connecting  lines  diverge  slightly  from  a  truly  accurate  parallel.     In 
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frequent  conversations  with  Governor  Douglas  (when  at  Victoria)  respect- 
ing the  proceedings  of  the  fiouudary  Commission,  he  was  made  aware  of  my 
entire  agreement  with  him  as  to  the  propriety  of  accurately  and  permanent- 
ly detining  the  Boundary  between  Her  Majesty's  and  the  United  States 
territories  in  all  practical  places  ;  and  as  he  must  have  known  that  the 
operations  of  the  Commission  were  still  in  progress  and  consequently  incom- 
plete, had  he  thought  it  fit  to  write  to  me  on  the  subject  instead  of  troubling 
his  grace  the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies,  I  could  by  return  of  post  have 
assured  him  that  he  had  no  cause  for  anxiety  as  the  question  raised  by  him 
had  not  been  overlooked  and  would  receive  due  attention.  It  was  of  no 
practical  importance  at  the  moment.  The  "  small  town  "  consisted  of  three 
or  four  log  buildings  ;  and  fis  I  believe  the  immediate  ditficulty  experienced 
by  Mr.  Cox  related  to  the  collection  of  duties  in  Briti.sh  Columbia:  the 
sale  of  liquors,  Ac.  might  have  been  quite  as  easily  ettected  a  hundred  yards 
further  south  as  at  the  spot  in  dispute.  The  original  discrepincy  was 
about  120  yards  ;  and  by  the  adoption  of  the  mean  parallel  tlio  Boundary 
line  at  this  point  was  moved  only  35i  yards  to  the  south  of  the  U.  S. 
Astronomical  determination  which  happened  to  approach  closely  to  the 
mean  of  the  entire  series. 

T  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  Lordship's  most  obedient 
humble  servant, 

J.  S.  HAWKINS, 

Lieut :  Colonel  Rl.  Engrs. 

II.  M.  Coviitiiasioner. 
The  Right  Honble. 

The  Secretary  of  State, 

for  Foreign  Affairs, 
&c.,  ikc,  &c. 

Endorsed.  Lieut :  J.  S.  Hawkins,  R.E.,  No.  22.  By  post  through  H.M. 
Consul  at  San  Francisco.  Reporting  the  means  adopted  for  assimilating 
discrepancies  in  the  demarcation  of  portions  of  the  Boundary. 
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No.  24. 


My  Lord,- 


H.  M.  Boundary  Commission, 

CoLviLLE,  Washington  "Territory,  U.S., 

December  31st,  1861. 

{Extract.) 


4.  On  the  20th  July  Captn.  Haig  reached  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
Boundary,  at  its  eastern  terminus  on  the  watershed  of  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains 77  miles  from  the  Tobacco  plains.  Here  observations  for  latitude 
were  made  from  the  spot  used  by  the  U.  S.  Commission,  which  was  both 
convenient  and  accessible ;  and  as  that  point  was  about  a  mile  to  the  north 
of  the  Boundary,  a  triangulation  was  carried  south  for  about  that  distance. 
The  point  on  the  49th  parallel  derived  from  these  operations  proved  to  be 
38  feet  north  of  the  monument  erected  by  the  U.  S.  Commission ;  and  in 
accordance  with  the  joint  agreement  reported  to  your  Lordship  in  paragraph 
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S  of  my  letter  No.  15,  the  existing  stone  pyranrid  was  destroyed  and 
another  similar  in  size  and  shape  was  erected  on  the  waterbhed  midway 
between  the  two  determinations.  Tiiis  monument,  marking  the  eantern 
extremity  of  the  boundary  under  the  Treaty  of  Waflhington  of  the  1.5th 
June,  1840,  stands  nearly  in  the  middle  uf  a  short  and  narrow  8a<ldle  with 
precipitous  sideH,  lying  between  two  rugged  mountai.is  which  rise  abruptly 
from  it — it  is  not,  m  prominent  as  it  would  have  l)ef>n  if  the  intersection  of 
the  parallel  and  waUtrHhed  occurred  on  a  mountain  ridi{e ;  but  the  spot  is 
well  calculate<l  to  insure  its  permanence,  which  in  likely  to  be  most  endan- 
gered by  the  elements  in  thin  bleak  and  exposed  region.  Tt  stands  at  an 
altitude  of  al)out  7,050  feet.  On  the  3rd  August,  Capln.  Haig  retraced  \u>> 
steps  westward  ;  and  on  the  0th  he  reached  the  head  waters  of  the  Wigwam 
river,  a  tributary  of  the  Kootenay,  on  which  it  was  proponed  to  establish  the 
positi<m  of  the  Boundary  intermediately  between  the  Flathead  and  Koote- 
nay rivers.  A  branch  trail  of  about  7  niile.sin  length  had  been  previously 
made,  and  the  approximate  position  of  the  ikiundary  determined  by  Lieut : 
Anderson — Captn.  Haig  was  here  rejoined  by  the  axemen  who  had  hereto- 
fore been  employed  with  Lieut :  Anderson.  This  station  was  occupied 
Itetwoen  the  0th  and  Ifith  August.  The  Boundary  was  maiked  by  a  cut- 
ting in  the  forest  20  ft.  wide  and  nearly  <|  of  a  mile  in  length  crossing  the 
principitl  sources  of  the  river,  and  by  two  stone  monuments  of  the  usual 
H\r.(i  and  form  erected  in  the  vista.  On  the  10th  August  Captn.  Haig 
coinmence<l  his  return  march  to  Colville — he  followed  tlie  northern  route 
between  the  Ti>bacco  plains  and  the.  Cheleinba  ;  reached  Siiiyakwateen  on 
the  .3rd  Septemlier,  where  he  remained  three  days  while  the  mules  were 
being  shod  ;  and  arrived  at  Colville  on  the  15th  8eptenil)er.  On  the  18th 
he  again  left  Colville  and  proceedwl  to  Statapoosten  on  the  Newhoialpitkw 
river,  and  on  tiie  20th  commenced  the  operation  of  running  and  marking 
..he  Boundary  between  its  eastern  intersection  of  that  river  and  the  Colum- 
bia. This  interval  is  altogether  mountainous,  rugged,  and  densely  wcKxled, 
Between  the  20th  September  and  30th  October  a  ctmnecting  line  was  run 
Ijetween  the  two  rivers,  and  a  goixl  trail  miule,  with  branch  trails  to  tl.c 
points  best  adapted  for  m(mumei;ts.  Captn.  Haig's  operations  disclosed  a 
discrepancy  of  212  feet  Ixitween  the  starting  {toint  on  the  Newhoialpitkw 
derived  from  a  mean  of  the  latitude  Jeteniiinations  between  8tatapoost(>n 
and  the  Similkanieen  (vide  paragraph  G  of  my  letter  No.  1.")),  and  the 
mean  of  Captn.  Darrah's  and  the  American  results  on  the  Columbia  ; — but 
in  accordance  with  the  method  agreed  upon  by  the  joint  Commission,  the 
two  }>oints  were  to  bo  connected  as — to  avoid  indefinite  delay — it  had  not 
bt>en  considered  expedient  to  combine  the  results  obtained  on  the  Columbia 
with  those  from  which  the  mean  parallel  had  l)een  deduced,  although  it 
now  appeared  that  such  a  line  would  b<!  inclined  to  a  true  parallel  by  al)out 
8^  feet  in  a  mile,  or  at  an  angle  of  alraut  0^  minutes.  Captn.  Haig  there- 
fore returned  westwai-d,  correcting  the  B()un<lary  line  l)etween  theColunihiii 
and  the  Newhoialpitkw  and  erecting  monuments  on  the  mountain  ridges  — 
the  timl>er  was  cleared  to  the  width  of  20  ft.  on  9  ridges,  on  eight  of  which 
stone  pyran\ids  were  erected,  and  on  the  ninth,  where  no  stone  could  \ye 
found  within  a  long  distance  of  the  line,  a  monument  was  made  of  logs. 
The  distance  between  the  Columbia  and  Newho"  .Ipitkw  is  25^  miles,  in 
which  space  there  are  eleven  monuments,  and  there  is  another  ou  the  left 
or  eastern  bank  of  the  Columbia.  The  length  of  trail  made  from  point  to 
point  was  about  35  miles,  passing  over  an  altitude  of  4,500  feet.  While 
correcting  the  line  and  erecting  the  monuments,  there  was  snow  on  the 
mountains  varying  in  depth  from  one  to  three  feet  which  would  have  mate- 
rially impeded  and  might  even  have  altogether  interrupted  the  progress  of 
the  work   but   that  the   working  party  was  unusually  strong.     Having 
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brought  the  work  to  completion  on  the  22nd   Novr.  Captn.  Haig  and  his 
party  returned  to  Colville. 

5.  Captn.  Darrah  having  separated  from  Captn.  Haig  on  the  1 5th  July, 
proceetled  to  cross  to  the  western  side  of  the  K<K»tpnay  for  the  purpose  of 
occupying  the  country  bftwet'n  the  eastern  and  west*'rn  interssctions  of 
that  river.  This  was  not  fully  eflecU'd  until  the  18ih  during  which  deten- 
ti<m  surveys  in  connection  with  the  Boundary  marked  by  the  U.  S.  Com- 
mission on  both  banks  of  the  riv(>r,  and  a  t<i[)ographical  rrH^onnaissance  were 
put  in  progress.  It  was  det^rmintnl  to  jienetrate  the  interval  between  the 
Kooteiitiy  and  the  American  demarcation  nf  the  4'Jth  parallel  on  its  tribu- 
tary the  Mooyie  by  a  rout«  as  near  to  the  Koundary  as  the  nature  of  the 
country  would  permit;  and  to  establish  the  [K>sition  of  the  I^tundary  on 
the  Yah'k,  another  tributary  of  the  Kootetiny,  intermediutely  lK'tw««en  the 
Mooyie  and  the  ea^^tern  Kootenay.  Throu  ;li  this  di.strict  no  trail  existed, 
though  traceMof  olfl  Indian  hunting  tricks  were  occasionally  met  with.  A 
very  lofty  "divide"  intervenes  lietween  the  Kootenay  and  Yah'k,  and 
much  of  the  country  is  densely  wooiled  luid  encumlx-red  with  fallen 
timlier.  It  was  not  until  the  (llli  August  tl  at  (-'iiptn.  i)arrah  carried  his 
trail  to  the  Yah'k,  n  tlisiaticc  of  .'U  miles  from  the  Kcxitenay — the  survey 
WHS  ed'ccted  <dnnurrcntly  with  the  toad  making.  Bctwj-en  the  7th  and 
Kith  .\ugust  C'apfn.  I>arrah  was  engaged  in  deiermiiiing  the  position  of 
the  IDth  parallel  at  its  iutenection  with  the  river.  Meanwhile  his  party 
of  axemen  had  pushed  ahead  with  the  trail  towanis  the  .MfHiyie,  lioth  to 
advance  the  survey  which  kept  pace  with  the  tra  I  making,  and  to  aiTord 
means  of  obtaining  a  fresh  supply  of  provisions  which  it  had  lieen  arranged 
should  !•«  "cached  "  at  the  Mcsiyie  station.  Tim  trail  and  survey  a  length 
«if  ri.'i  miles  iH'tween  the  Yah  k  and  .M(K)yie  passing  ovtr  another  high  and 
rugged  divide,  were  completed  liy  the  ,'$Olh  August  :  up<in  which  the  axe- 
men returned  to  the  Yah'k,  and  the  Boundary  was  marked  there  by  a  cut- 
ting 20  ft.  wide  and  H  mih-s  in  length  rutming  up  the  hills  on  l<oth  sides 
«)f  the  river,  atid  by  four  stone  pyramids  at  as  many  points  on  the  parallel. 
The  distance  along  the  Boundary  between  the  Kfsitenay  and  Yah'k  is  21  J 
nnles,  and  thence  to  the  Mtsiyie  24^'  miles.  By  this  lime,  asrejKirteil  below 
in  paragraph  6,  l^ieut ;  Anderson  had  already  perfornjed  the  work  Ijetween 
tlu^  .Mooyie  and  western  Kootenay  ;  and  as  Captn.  Darrah  IumI  a  long 
journey  before  him,  t<i  take  up  the  Point  Huberts  and  >S.niiahm(Ki-Schweltza 
work  at  the  western  extremity  of  the  tjind  lioundary,  it  was  nece.s.sary  for 
him  Ui  start  at  once  to  insure  his  crossing  the  Cascade  .Mountains  l>efore 
the  trail  should  become  impeded  by  or  perhaps  even  impassable  from  snow. 
Captn.  Darrah  therefore  left  the  Yah'k  on  the  lOili  SepU'inlier.  On  the 
IGth  he  transferred  .some  sappers,  his  axemen  and  s<ime  <if  his  mules  to 
Lieut : Anderson  and  continued  his  march  to  Sinyakwatien,  which  place  he 
reached  on  the  2'lrd.  The  journey  was  resumed  on  the  following  day 
Lieut  :  Wilson  accompanying  Captn.  Darrah  on  the  withdrawal  of  the 
greater  part  of  the  Commi.ssion  from  that  part  of  the  country  ;  and  they 
arrived  at  Colville  on  the  2nd  Octolier.  On  the  7th  Oct«ilier,  Captn. 
Darrah  with  13  Sappers  and  a  small  pack-train  started  for  the  western  side 
of  the  Cascade  Mountains  via  the  Siindkameen  and  Hof>e  trail,  for  the 
purpose  of  i-evising  the  Boundary  and  plating  monuments  on  Point  Rol>erte 
and  between  Semiahmoo,  Kumass,  and  Hchweli^a,  and  of  Knally  completing 
that  part  of  the  work.  On  the  22nd  of  that  month  T  met  hhn  and  his 
party  near  tlic  watershed  of  the  Similkameen  and  Skagit  Bivers,  lince 
which  date  I  have  not  received  any  report  of  his  proceedings. 

6.  Lieut:  Anderson  was  detacherl  from  Captn.  Haig's  party  on  the 
17th  July  between  the  Kootenay  and  Flathead  (Pend  d'ondlle)  rivers  ;  and 
he  immediately  commenced  the  connecting  survey  eastward.  He  also  pro- 
ceeded to  open  it  trail  to  the  head-waters  of  the  Wigwam  river  in  pre- 
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paration  for  the  astronomical  station  which  Captn.  Haig  was  to  occupy 
after  determiniig  and  marking  the  enstern  terminus   of   the  Boundary. 
The  trail  whicn  led  over  a  moderate  divide  between  the  Wigwam  and 
Tobacco  rivers,  both  tributaries  of  the  Kooteuay,  was  completed  on  the  '22nd 
July,    it   was   7  miles  in  length,    and  its  course  was  surveyed  as  it  was 
made.     Meanwhile  the  connecting  survey  along  the  main  trail  was  pro- 
gressing  towards   the  eastward ;    and   there   being   no   other   immediate 
employment  for  the  axemen,  with   their  assistance  Lieut :  Anderson  com- 
menced a  survey  from   the   eastermost  astronomical  station  at  Akamina 
westward  on  the  27tb,  and  the  two  surveying  parlies  effected  a  junction  on 
the  31st  July.     Lieut :  Anderson  left  the  party  of  axemen  at  the  fork  of 
the  Wigwam  trail  to  rejoin  Captn.  Haig;  and  (m  the  6th  August  with  his 
surveying  party  took  up  the  survey  from  the  point  at  which  it  had  been 
commenced  on  the   17th  July  and  continued   it  westward  until  on  tlio  9th 
August  he  connected  it  with  Captn.  Darruh's  work  at  Kootenay  east.     The 
distance  along  the  parallel  between  the  fastern  terminiil  point  and  the 
eastern  intersection  of  the  Kootenay  is  51  mi!(?s,  and    the  length  of  .survey 
performed  (exclusive  of  the  bramh  trail   to  the  Wigwam  station)  was  77 
miles,     lleconnaissanoo  .surveys  for  topographical  purposes  were  also  made 
in  conjunction  with  tlie  main  operations.      Having  completed  this  portion 
of  work  Lieut :  Anderson  proceeded  to  the   Mooyie  station  which  place  he 
reached  on  the  20th  August.     Captn    Darrali   not  having  yet  issued  from 
the  interval  between  the  eastern  Kootenay  and  Mooyie,  and  there  being  no 
tidings  of  him — between  the  21st  and   30th  August  Lieut :  Anderson  per- 
formed the  survey  connecting  the  American  stations  of  Mooyie  and  Kootenay 
west,  a  ilistance  of  36  miles  crossing  the  divide  betwi-en  tiio  Mooyie  and 
the  main  river — the  distance  alont;  the  Boundary  is  1.')^  miles.     Stf  >s  were 
taken  to  obtjiiii  the  approximate  position  of  the  49r.h    parallel  with    all 
practicable  accuracy,  and   a  stone  pyramid   defining  it  wjis  erected  at  its 
intersection  with  the  trail  between  the  Mooyie  and  KcK)tenay.     It  had  been 
arranged  that  for  the   performance   of  the  work  west  of  the    Kootenay, 
Lieut ;  Anderson  should   take  over  Captn.  Darrah's  axemen  on  the  latter 
olHcer  leaving  this  part  of  the  country  ;  but  on  completing  the  operations 
above  detailed  and  revisiting  Mooyie  station,  Lieut :  Anderson  learnt  that 
Captn.  Darrah's  progress  had  been  much  iuipeded   by  the  roughness  of  the 
country  he  was  employed  in,  and  that  he  would   not  Iks  able  to  spare  the 
axemen  for  another  fortnight.     Lieut :  Anderson   therefore  made  an  effort 
to  proceed  with  his  work  as  well  as  the  very  limited  strength  at  his  disposal 
woukl  permit.     He  rafted  the  Kootenay  on  the  6th  September,  and  com- 
menced a  trail  over  the  swampy  valley — working  all  day  in  wet  clothes 
affected  the  mens'  health  and  reduced   the  working  strength  still  further. 
At  the  distance  of  three  miles  from  the  river,  mountains  of  the  most  rugged 
description  rise  abruptly  from  the  Hat   valley,  and   through  these  the  trail 
was  slowly  pushed  until  the  18th  Se))temlier  when  Lieut :  Anderson  was  at 
length  joined  by  the  smtiH  party  of  axemen.     The  dilliculty  of  the  ground 
caused  the  trail  to  advance  very  slowly  until  the   15th  <.)ctober,  by  which 
date  it  had  extended  only  26  miles  from  the  river — for  alx)ut  half  this  dis- 
tance it  had  been  taken  more  or  less  along  the  Jioundary,  but  the  remainder 
had  necessarily  followed  a  south-west  course  j — and  having  made  an  exten- 
sive reconnaissance  on  the  14th,  Lieut :  Anderson  found  that  if  continued 
the  trail  would  have  to  be  carried  still  further  to  the  south.     At  this  time 
the  weather  had  become  unsettled  and   threatening,  and   the  ground  was 
covered  with  snow.     To  save  time,   therefore,  and  to  ensure  the  completion 
of  the  work  l)efore  being  compelled  by   bad  weather  to  withdraw  from  the 
mountains,  Lieut :  Anderson  determined  to   complete  the  connection  with 
the  easternmost  point  attained  by  Captn.  Darrah  in  the  previous  yoar  by 
pushing  forward  the  survey  in  spite  of  all  obstacles  in  the  direction   in 
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which  it  was  calculated  Captn.  Darrah'ti  mark  would  be  found.  In 
attempting  this  almost  insuperable  dithcultieH  were  encountored.  The 
valley  of  the  stream  draining  into  the  Kanik'su  Lake  wax  reached  by  a 
descent  of  2,000  ft.  in  less  than  J  mile,  and  its  western  side  was  all  but 
inacceHsible ;  while  the  non-commissioned  officer  who  had  been  sent  in 
advance  in  search  of  Captn.  Dnrrah's  mark  representee!  that  the  upper  part 
of  the  mountain  was  too  rocky  to  be  chaineci.  Hereuf)on,  as  the  erection 
of  a  more  prominent  mark  made  the  point  upon  whirh  the  survey  was 
directed  visible  from  tlie  valley,  Lieut :  Anderscm  made  the  necessary  con- 
nection with  it  by  meiins  of  triangulation,  which  kirought  this  diHicult  and 
tedious  portion  of  the  wiirk  to  conclusion  im  the  18th  ()ctt(l)er.  The  dis- 
tance on  the  parallel  from  K(H)tenay  west  to  Cuptn.  Darrah's  mark  is  23 
miles,  and  the  length  of  .uveywos  'M\  miles.  The  main  watershed  be- 
tw«!(»n  the  Kootenay  and  Kanik'su  which  is  a  tributary  of  the  Peml  d'oreille 
(Flathead)  river  was  crossed  at  an  altitude  of  ^..'iOO  feet  ;  and  the  closing 
point  of  the  survey  stands  on  the  divide  l)etwe«Mi  the  Kanik'su  and  main 
stream,  0,000  feet  above  the  .«ea.  It  was  intende<l  to  define  the  lioundary 
by  monuments  on  these  divides  or  at  other  accessible  and  prominent  points  ; 
but  unfortunately  liieut :  Anderson  found  this  i|uite  impracticable  owing 
to  the  extreme  roughness  of  the  country,  the  advaticcd  period  of  the  sea.son, 
and  the  delay  recjuired  to  make  the  necessary  computation"  for  such  pur- 
ptise,  and  though  it  would  have  been  very  desirable  and  satisfactory  thus  to 
render  the  demarcation  of  the  Houndary  more  coinplett'.  the  omission  is  not 
of  much  practical  iinjiortanoe,  as  these  inhospitable  mountains  are  very 
little  likely  to  be  penetrated  for  any  purpose  for  an  iiifletinite  periiKl. 
Lieut  :  Anderson  commenced  his  journey  on  the  wist  October,  and  arrived 
here  on  the  14th  November,  having  experienced  a  continuance  of  rain  and 
snow  throughout  the  march. 

7.  In  addition  to  the  operations  above  detailed  tluring  the  outwaril  march 
from  Colville  to  Sinyakwateen  Clieiemta.  r  id  Kootenay  east.  lejii  atcd  obser- 
vations for  time  and  latitude  were  niadc  chietly  by  Captn.  Dar'ali  and  Lieut  : 
Ander.son,  and  the  necessary  not<  s  were  taken  tor  mapj)ing  the  route  — the 
same  practice  was  followed  by  Lieut  :  Anderson  on  travelling  between 
Kootenay  east  and  west  by  the  northern  route  down  the  valley  of  the 
Mooyie.  The  diHerejiot^s  of  longitude,  were  obtaii\ed  by  means  of  several 
pocket  chronometers  which  maintained  good  rates  ;  which  results  combined 
with  the  (lid'en'nces  obtained  by  the  continuous  surveys  along  the  Hound- 
ary, anil  the  latitude  determinations  which  may  be  depended  upon  within  a 
very  narrow  limit,  will  fix  the  positions  of  the  points  of  ob.servHcion  with 
great  geographical  accuracy.  Captn.  llaig  tiKik  advantage  of  the  time 
afforded  by  the  longest  halts  to  make  magnetic  observations  at  several  of 
the  camps.  The  usual  meteorological  obser\ations  were  oonlinui  d  at  Col- 
ville during  the  working  season  by  the  Corpora!  left  in  charge  at  this  place  ; 
and  similar  ol)st>rvations  were  made  at  the  depot  at  Sinyakwateen,  as  com- 
pletely as  the  servicealile  instruments  at  cominan  I  would  allow  ;  and  baro- 
metrical readings  were  obtained  throughout  the  line  of  operations  on  the 
Boundary. 

Under  this  head  I  may  further  report  that  during  the  winter  lunar 
transits  for  absolute  longitudes  were  taken  here  by  Captns.  llaig  and 
Darrah  on  all  practicable  occasiftns— similar  observations  have  been  resumed 
during  the  present  winter  by  Captn.  Haig  and  Lieut  :  Anderson.  Also, 
l)efore  taking  the  Held  for  the  season  some  surveying  operations  were  per- 
formed under  Lieut :  Anderson's  directions  by  parties  detached  for  a  few 
days  from  heodtiuarters.  A  connecting  survey  l»etween  the  observatory  at 
this  place  and  that  of  the  U.  8.  Connnission  at  the  neighbouring  military 
station  was  mode  between  the  Htli  and  9th  February — a  re  survey  between 
StatapooBten  and  Colville  was  effected  between  the  14tb   and  28th  March 
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OS  the  original  work  was  found  not  to  plot  aatiafactorily  and  Lieut :  Ander- 
son himself  performed  a  similar  k-e-survey  between  the  intersection  of  the 
Columbia  and  the  mouth  of  the  Salmon  river  between  the  3rd  and  the  10th 
April — much  snow  was  on  the  ground  on  each  occasion,  but  eupecially 
during  the  progress  of  the  first  two  surveys. 

9.  Having  thuH  recorded  the  movements  of  the  Commiqsion  during  the 
past  seaKon,  the  general  results  of  the  main  operations  may  be  summeil  up 
as  follows : — The  verification  of  the  latitude  at  the  eastern  terminus  of  the 
Boundary  under  ll.e  treaty  of  the  15th  June  lti4G  ;  and  deterininatior.  of 
latitude  at  the  Wigwam  and  Yuh'k  stations  ;  inulu(!'ng  the  necoHsary 
DioiiumetitH  and  cuttings  on  the  Boundary  parallel  derive<l  therefrom. 

The  laying  out  and  marking  of  !i5  miles  of  Boundary  Ijetween  the  easiern 
intorHection  of  the  Newhoialpitkw  and  the  Columbia. 

The  connection  by  survey  of  160  miles  of  Boundary  fnun  Statafjoosten  to 
the  Columbia  (thu  portion  ja-.t  alluded  t(»),  and  from  the  ciusternmost  point 
attained  la.st  year  between  the  Columi)ia  and  Koottuiay  rivers  to  the  waler- 
shed  of  the  liocky  Mountains  ;  by  a  length  of  survey,  including  that  of 
the  branch  tnul  to  the  Wigwam  station  of  280  miles.  Not  le.ss  than  161 
miles  of  these  surveys  pass  over  entirely  new  trails,  a  very  large  proportion 
of  which  was  openeil  over  the  roughest  kind  of  ground-mountains,  rugged 
and  den.sely  woo<led,  and  crossing  several  formidable  watersheds — which  of 
necessity  requin-d  to  be  nmdc*  passable  by  the  pack-trains  ocinveying  pro- 
visions and  stores.  This  was  exclusive  of  repairs  to  the  existing  trails, 
bridges,  A'c,  in  which,  as  before  mentioned,  our  labours  were  materially 
lightened  by  thuse  of  the  U.  8.  Coiumission  in  the  previous  .season. 

Heconnaissance  survt^ys  in  the  neighbourluHKl  of  the  Boundary  for  topo- 
graphical purpo.ses,  miule  to  ae  great  an  extent  lis  the  strength  at  command 
and  the  rate  of  progress  of  the  working  parties  would  permit ;— and  geo- 
graphical determinations  obtained  on  the  rouU'S  travelled  to  and  from  the 
scene  of  operations. 

Your  Lordship  cannot  fail  to  o<>.serve  how  very  considerably  the  material 
progress  of  the  Commission  has  b«>en  imj)eded  by  tlie  great  distances 
travelled  over  ;  which  was  unavoidable  but  both  lessened  the  amount  of 
work  protluced,  and  greatly  lengthened  the  tiuie  recjuired  for  its  execution. 
This  cause  was  inseparable  from  the  nature  of  the  w(»rk  to  bo  done  in  a 
remote  and  un.settled  country  affording  neither  accommmlation,  supplies 
nor  facilities  of  any  kind  whatever  ;  and  it  has  been  in  operation  through- 
out the  expedition,  but  especially  during  the  last  two  years  and  to  a  greater 
extent  in  1861  than  in  1H60.  But  I  have  drawn  your  Lordship's  attention 
to  this  point  in  previous  despatches,  and  therefore  T  need  not  enlarge  upon 
it  here. 

10.  The  completion  of  the  work  between  Statapooaten  and  the  eastern  tcr 
minus  at  Akamina  brought  the  field  work  of  the  Commission  to  conclusion  ; 
excepting  what  remains  to  be  done  by  Captn.  Oarrah  between  Point 
Roberts  and  Schweltza,  which  has  no  doubt  been  in  progress  for  many 
weeks,  and  is  probably  now  nearly  finished.  I  may  therefore  I  think  with 
propriety  briefiy  recapitulate  the  manner  in  which  the  entire  landlx)undary 
will  be  defined  from  west  to  east. 

The  western  terminus  will  be  marked  by  a  sul>stantial  though  small 
ol)elisk  of  solid  granite,  which  will  I  doubt  not  endure  as  long  as  any 
political  significance  attaches  importance  or  necessity  to  its  preservation. 
From  the  »>v>ve  point  eastward,  the  line  of  lioundary  will  be  marked  out 
by  a  series  ot  strong  cast-iron  pillars,  crossing  the  peninsula  of  Point 
Roberts,  and  extending  inland  for  about  thirty  miles  from  the  eastern  shore 
of  Semiahmoo  Bay,—  at  which  latter  point,  and  on  the  eantern  face  of  Point 
Roberts,  iron  pillars  will  be  placed.  The  distance  eastward  that  will  be 
thus  marked  is  contingent  on  the  number  of  pillars  available  (42  having 
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been  provided,  some  of  which  are  re<|uired  to  mark  the  intersection  of  trails, 
streams,  ikc.)  and  on  the  practicability  of  carrying  them  over  the  rough  ami 
precipitous  ground  at  the  westt-rn  ba-te  of  the  Cascade  Mountains  to  which 
it  is  calculated  they  will  reach.  The  alignment  of  this  p<jrtion  of  the  49th 
PanilU^I  is  drpcndent  on  the  astronomical  determinations  at  Semiahmoo, 
Sumass  and  'in  intermeili.-ito  station. 

Thenc(!  eastward  as  far  ae  the  right  or  western  liand  of  the  Similkameen 
the  Boundary  is  detined  by  points  u(k)ii  the  parallel  astronomically  deter- 
mined in  almost  every  accossible  situation  which  prcscnUHl  itsolf  ;— of 
which  there  are  nine,  at  irregular  intervals,  in  the  distance  of  about  108 
miles.  These  points,  or  rather  fK)rtions  of  the  parallel,  ai<'  m. irked  by  short 
cuttings  in  tin'  forest,  and  dry  stone  beacons.  The  country  in  which  this 
work  was  performed  is  pnictieaily  almost  im)H;netrable  iind  there  is  little 
present  likeliiuMKl  of  its  Iw'ini;  visited  extrepting  by  Iruliiin  hunters,  who, 
liowever,  do  not,  I  think,  fre«|uent  it  much,  or  [wnetriite  it  to  any  great 
distanc<>. 

Fnun  the  base  of  the  lofty  mountain;'  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Similka- 
meen  to  the  left  or  east  Iwink  of  the  Columiii.i  'J(i  miles  of  lioundary  are 
continuously  marked  by  tJ7  bem  ons  placed  in  the  most  prominent  or  other- 
wise suitiible  positions-  these  lH>aeons  consist  of  carefully  built  |)yriintids  of 
dry  stone,  witii  one  exception  which  is  made  of  logs.  Of  this  section  of 
tlie  Boundary,  71  miles  eoniprise  the  mean  par.iUel  derived  from  a  combi- 
nation of  the  results  obtained  by  the  two  Commissions  al  tive  astronomical 
stations  ;  and  the  remaining  'Jo  miles  from  the  connection  In-tween  the 
eastern  extremity  of  the  mean  parallel  and  the  joint  determination  of  the 
intersection  of  the  Columbia.  Between  the  Columbia  and  the  t'astern 
terminus  of  t!io  Boundary  at  the  Bocky  Mountains,  in  the  distance  of  lt'>3 
miles  there  are  nine  determinations  of  the  49th  parallel  (in<-ludini<  the 
t'.Tminal  station)  made  at  convenient  intervals,  and  similarly  inaik'  i  to 
those  in  the  Ca.scade  Mountains  ;  exc»'pting  that  at  tlv;  eastern  intersection 
of  the  Kootcn-iy,  and  between  the  Tlatheatl  and  Kishenehu,  the  cuttings 
ma(h>  by  the  U.  8,  Commi.ssion  were  exteniled  to  di-taiK cs  of  10  and  7 
miles,  but  they  are  in  my  opinion  insutlicienlly  marked  by  beacons  as  I 
previously  stateil  to  Your  lAJi'dship  in  paragraph  !•  of  my  letter  No.  18  of 
the  26lh  August  last.  The  intersection  of  the  Boundary  is  also  approxi- 
mately marked  by  a  stotu-  pyramid  on  the  trail  between  Kootenay  west 
and  the  Mooyie. 

In  the  above  enumeration  the  British  station  at  Sehwelt/a  is  <mutted,  as 
I  fear  it  will  be  found  necessary  to  abandon  tht<  determination  obtained  at 
that  place  in  consecjuence  of  the  great  discrepancy  in  latitude  which  was 
shewn  to  exist  by  the  survey  (made  in  l^oli)  connecting  it  with  Sumass 
station — vide  paragra})h  II  of  my  letter  No.  i)  of  the  "Jlst  May  18(^0.  The 
result  of  the  observations  taken  at  Schweltza  was  ver>/  satisfactory  and 
quite  as  nmch  so  as  at  any  of  the  other  stations  :  but  as  above  said  it  is 
unquestionably  discrepant  with  the  Sumass  det^'rmi.iation  ;  and  there  is 
little  doubt  that  if  a  similar  test  was  practicuble,  similar  discrepancies 
would  be  discovered  l)et ween  every  pair  of  stations  froui  west  to  east ;  which 
is  the  case  with  the  six  stations  thus  connecUid  between  the  Similkameen 
and  the  Columbia.  It  is  well  known  that  local  physical  causes  are  likely  to 
affect  the  most  accurate  and  delicate  astronomical  operation.s,  to  a  greater 
or  less  extent,  at  almost  any  point  on  the  surface  of  the  earth  at  which 
they  may  \te  undertaken  ;  and  in  thec*ountry  traversed  by  tins  Commission, 
this  effect  is  undoubtedly  aggravated  by  its  very  rough  and  broken  character. 

The  whole  line  of  Boundary  under  the  Commission  I  have  the  honor  to 
hold  being  thus  defined,  in  the  manner  agreed  up<m  with  my  colleague  as 
being  the  most  practicable  and  expedient  for  the  execution  of  ur  joint 
duties  ;  I  beg  to  add  to  the  above  statement  that  the  series  of     ountaiu 
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^t  .ioRH  would  have  he<^n  iniulo  aa  perfect  m  the  nature  of  the  country 
would  iidinil  of  tty  an  nHtronomical  determination  on  the  western  foric  of 
the  AHhtnolnon  in  the  (JaHcade  Mountains,  and  by  the  demarcation  of  the 
Ikiundiiry  on  the  iMountainH  to  the  westward  of  the  Kootenay.  A  station 
on  the  western  AKiitnoluon  would  have  l>ec>n  preferaltlo  to  <mn  on  the  eastern 
fork  :  hut  having  occupied  the  latter  in  1H60  with  the  object  in  getting  to 
work  in  the  IfiiHi.  poiutibli^  delay,  Captain  Haig  found  that  the  time  required 
to  arrivt'  at,  and  perform  the  work  of  another  mountains  Htation  would 
have  altogother  cripplod  hin  progress  for  the  Keason,  shortened  liS  it  already 
was  by  the  tiiiiu  coiisunu-d  in  travelling  from  Vancouver  Island,  and  I  think 
he  exercisttd  a  sounil  di^L-rotion  by  the  cojrxo  he  followed  in  pushing  on  to 
the  eastward.  The  dilliculties  which  prevented  the  intended  demarcation 
on  the  niountainn  wnst  of  the  KiMitenay  have  alreorly  been  alluded  to 
al)Ove  in  |iiiragraph  0.  I  do  not  consider  either  omission  to  be  of  any 
serious  practic.il  iin^Ntrtance. 

In  c(iM(;iudin<j  this  subject,  I  have  to  observi;  that  when  terminating  the 
hil)oiirs  ot'  the  (Joniniission  on  the  Crest  or  Wa(er.xhe<l  of  the  Hocky  Moun- 
taioH,  I  did  not  overl<M)k  that  my  original  instruc-tiimH  in  despatch  No.  2 of 
the  HOth  .March  iHoH  infurined  that  from  tim  wording  of  tlit*  second  article 
of  the  treaty  of  Oclolx-r  JOlh,  1818,  it  would  wrm  that  the  |M)int  "  where 
the  Houndiirv  laid  <lown  in  existing  treaties  and  conventions  Iwtween  (Jreat 
Hrit4iiii  and  the  liiited  States  terminates"  is  to  I  v  found  on  the  eastern 
ham:  of  the  mountains.  I  l(>arn(  <1  however  from  the  instructions  o^  the 
U.  »S.  Commissioner  that  the  Act  of  Congress  of  the  11th  August  1856 
under  wliich  he  was  iippointcd  limited  the  proceedings  of  the  U.  S.  Com- 
mission  to  the  deinan-alion  of  the  line  of  Mounilary  "  which  forms  the 
lioundary  line  Is'tween  Washington  Territory  an<l  the  British  Pos.sessions " 
and  Mr  C.implM;!!  gave  me  to  un<ler.-<land  that  the  notthern  boundary  of 
Washington  Territory  ended  on  the  crest  of  thti  Hocky  .Mountains.  I  con- 
sidered, therefore,  that  any  work  performed  by  the  British  Commission 
Is'yond  that  pnint  would  have  no  jmnt  oiiiciai  character  ;  and  apart  from 
the  serious  loss  of  time  which  must  have  been  incurred  in  executing  it,  a 
joint  iigi cement  as  txj  the  [Mtint  at  the  base  of  the  Mountains  at  which  the 
Boundary  under  the  Conventiim  of  20ih  October,  1818,  nught  be  a.ssuined 
to  terminate  would  hav<f  been  necessary,  into  whicii  the  U.  »S.  Commissioner 
was  not  prepared  to  enter. 

11.  Having  in  former  reports  ofTend  a  few  remarks  on  the  nature  of  the 
ct)untry  traversed  during  each  working  st'ason,  I  may  now  stn';i  that  the 
intervals  between  the  Newhoialpitkw  and  Columbia,  and  between  the  latter 
river  and  the  lv(M>tenay,  are  occupied  by  masses  of  rugged  mountains  rising 
to  altitudes  of  live  and  six  thousantl  feet.  The  valleys  of  the  main  streams 
alone  atlord  nutans  of  communication  between  the  British  and  United 
States  Territories.  The  water  carriage  afforded  by  the  Columbia  river  is 
nmch  used  both  by  Indians  and  gold-diggers  ;  and  it  is  only  within  the  last 
few  ytiars  that  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  have  discontinued  to  send  an 
aimual  express  from  Fort  Colville  to  the  eastern  side  of  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains, which  used  to  proce»id  by  water  for  several  hundred  n\iles  to  the 
'  boat  encampment"  at  foot  of  the  pass  in  the  main  chain  Iwtweon  the 
Columbia  and  the  head  waters  of  the  Athabasca  ; — but  the  lower  parts  of 
the  Pend  d'oreille  and  Kootenay  rivers  are  much  obstruct<'d  by  rapids  and 
even  the  Indians  residing  on  their  banks  seem  to  make  use  of  those  streams 
to  a  limite<l  ext«nt.  Captn.  Haig  found  the  only  favorable  ground  for  his 
main  trail  l)etween  the  Newhoialpitkw  and  Columbia  to  lie  entirely  south 
of  the  Boundary  ;  and  the  country  under  the  4J'th  parallel  between  the 
Columbia  and  Kootenay  west  is  practically  impassable.  In  18G0  Captn. 
Darrah  proceeded  from  the  Columbia  to  the  K«K)tenay  Lake  by  the  North- 
east fork  of  the  Salmon   river  and  an  opposite  ravine  issuing  on  the  lake 


u 


FOREIGN  OFFICE  CORRESPONDENCE. 


alxiut  twelve  milea  north  of  the  Boundary,  but  the  route  proved  to  be  quite 
until  for  our  purposes,  though  in  case  of  necessity  it  might  be  possible  to 
carry  a  frontier  road  over  it. 

Hntween  the  western  and  eastern  intersections  of  ihn  Kootenay  rugged 
mountains  again  intervene  ;  but  the  northern  trail,  forking  near  Kootenay 
west,  an<l  following  the  upper  valley  of  the  Mooyie,  is  carried  over  a  inodorata 
pnsH  at  an  altitude  of  about  2,730  feet ; — and  much  of  the  thickly  wooded 
valley  of  the  Ynh'k  (principally  to  the  south  of  the  Boundary)  is  Hat,  but  it 
is  sopiirattid  from  the  Mooyie  and  Kootenay  by  lofty  and  rugged  divides,  and 
if  approached  by  itH  entrance  it  would  probably  be  found  to  terminate  in  a 
cul-de-sac,  in  the  mountains  in  which  the  river  hends  on  the  right  or 
westwrn  bank  of  the  upper  Kootenay.  Trails  do  not  exist  up  the  valleys  of 
the  V  ali'k  nntl  lower  Mooyie.  The  practicable  entrances  into  this  part  of 
British  territory  are  therefore  by  the  valley  of  tho  upper  of  lAtv/er 
Kixilenay  ;  or  by  the  upper  MfH)yi»i  trail  which  aflfords  a  tolerably  favor- 
able route,  passing  over  a  considerable  tract  of  tableland  on  the  watershed 
at  an  altitude  of  about  -',750  feet.  The  line  of  route  within  United  Htates 
territo-y  bi'twecn  tlie  Kootenay  (Chelemta)  and  the  Spokane  rivers  is  very 
favorable,  there  lieing  no  mountains  to  traverse  ;  and  the  whole  distance 
could  eiwily  be  made  practicable  for  wheel  transport — wa;;gon8  having  been 
used  lM)th  by  this  and  the  U.  S.  Commission  as  far  as  Sinyakwateen. 

On  the  means  of  access  to  British  territ<jry  by  the  valley  of  the  Flathead 
river  I  am  unable  to  r«'port,  as  it  is  at  present  unapproachable  at  its 
intersection  by  the  Boundary  ;  and  it  is  I  lwlie\e  not  even  traversed  by 
Indians,  thoujjh  perhaps  visited  by  hunting  parties  as  trails  were  met  with. 
The  south  Kootenay  or  Boundary  pass  between  the  Kootenay  river  and  the 
prairies  east  of  the  ilocky  Mountains,  I  consider  to  ofler  a  very  favorable 
means  of  connnunication  for  travellers  and  ;;a<'A*-transp(»rt,  though  I  am  not 
able  to  ciiniprtif  its  facilities  with  those  of  other  piisses  in  us«\  As  may  \ye 
expectc<l,  between  the  Ktsitenay  and  Flathead,  and  between  the  Flathead 
and  main  chain  <if  the  mountain.s,  the  trail  is  more  or  less  rocky  and 
ruggfd  ;  but  no  very  serious  difliculties  arc  to  be  met  with,  and  good  "  feed  " 
for  animals  is  to  be  obtained  at  convenient  intervals.  The  trail  crosses  tha 
pass  between  the  Kootenay  ami  Flathead  at  the  south  end  of  the  Gaiton 
range  at  an  altitude  of  4,'J70  feet  :  being  alxjut  Wfi^T^  feet  above  the 
K(K)tenay  valley  and  1,235  alx)ve  that  of  the  Flathead  at  the  points  where 
the  trail  strikes  those  streams.  Tliu  true  "  pass '' over  th''  mountain  ridge 
5,500  feet  al)ovc  the  sea  (Iwing  six  or  seven  hundred  fi  et  Is-low  the  summit 
level  of  the  existing  trail,  according  to  Captain  Blakiston,  U.A.),  does  not 
appear  t^i  havt^  been  in  use  ;  as  the  Indian  trail,  leaving  the  valley  of  the 
Kishenehu  at  the  point  where  that  stream  after  following  a  north-west 
course  from  its  source  turns  to  the  south  west,  proceeds  by  a  k)ng  and  very 
steep  ascent  directly  over  the  crest  of  the  mountains  ;  whereas  by  the  upper 
valley  of  the  Kiwhenehu  the  ai^cent  is  gradual  throughout,  and  the  water- 
shed is  reached  almost  unexpectedly,  while  on  the  eastern  side  of  the 
mountains  there  appears  to  lie  a  similarly  favora Vile  descent  by  the  valley  of 
a  small  stream  falling  into  Waterton  Lake — this  route  may  Imj  a  little 
longer  than  the  other,  but  it  would  pass  by  much  more  favorable  grades 
over  a  considerably  lower  level.  The  Indians  were  probably  induced  to  use 
the  direct  trail  over  the  mountains  in  consequence  of  the  existence  of  much 
fallen  timl^er  and  a  few  swampy  places  in  the  upper  part  of  the  Kishenehu 
valley,  but  a  \ery  little  well-directed  labour  would  make  this  road  in  every 
respect  very  superior  to  that  hitherto  in  use.  The  south  Kootenay  pass  is 
probably  ojjen  from  June  to  September  inclusive,  though  in  1858  Captain 
Blakiston  met  with  a  depth  of  two  feet  of  snow  as  early  as  the  Gth  Septem- 
ber, but  it  is  likely  that  this  socm  disappeared,  and  that  the  pass  continued 
open  for  some  weeks  longer.     It  does  not  appear  to  have  been  in  very 
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general  ase  until  the  impmvemnntH  upon  the  trail  lnr,{,  year,  by  the  U.  S. 
Coaiuiiflsion,  led  the  Kootenay  Indians  to  adopt  this  route  in  preference  to 
that  which  they  had  hitherto  followed  in  their  hunting  expeditions  to  the 
eastern  prairies.  No  agricultural  land  properly  so  called,  was  met  with 
during  the  year'n  operations.  The  Kootenay  valley  south  of  the  Iwike,  w 
hemmed  in  by  mountains  and  perfectly  flat,  and  it  consiHtH  of  light  alluvial 
soil  which  produces  rich  grasH  of  great  value  to  the  Indians,  especially  for 
winterinK  their  horses ;  but  it  is  flooded  to  a  considerable  depth  during 
great  part  of  the  summer.  The  Tobacco  plains  on  the  east  side  of  the 
upper  Kootenay  are  arid  and  sandy,  and  quite  unfit  for  cultivation — the 
grass  upon  them  seems  to  become  parched  up  at  an  early  period  of  the  year. 
There  is  some  open  land  of  somewhat  similar  character  to  the  Tobacco 
plains  on  the  western  side  of  the  upper  Kootenay  and  on  the  divide  between 
it  and  tlio  Miioyie  ;  and  at  thu  head  of  the  latter  stream  there  is  a  small 
patch  of  well-gras8e<i  land,  due  apparently  to  spring  HckmJs  ;  but  with  the 
above  exceptions,  almost  the  entire  frontier  which  came  under  the  obser- 
viition  of  the  Commission  consisted  of  W(kk1  growing  on  poor  soil,  mountain 
and  rock. 

1 4.  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  tracing  showing  the  course  of  the  Bound- 
ary from  the  eastern  inUirsection  of  the  Newhoialpitkw  at  Statapooston  to  its 
eastern  Usrminus  at  the  Rocky  Mountains  and  the  lines  of  communication 
v>'\i\\  the  various  points  upon  it  alluded  to  in  this  report. 
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I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Your  Lonlship's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

J.  S.  HAWKINS, 

Lieut  ;  Colonel  Rl.  Engrs. 

H.  M.  Coniviisaioner. 
The  Hight  Honble. 

The  Secretary  of  State, 
for  Foreign  Affairs, 
kii.  Ac.  iic. 

Endorsed.  Colville,  Washington  Territory,  U.  S.,  December  Slst,  1861. 
Lieut:  Colonel  J.  S.  Hawkins,  R.E.,  H.M.  Boundary  Commissioner.  No. 
24,  I  enclosure  (tracing)  Reed,  June  2.  By  post  through  H.M.  Consul  at 
San  Francisco.  Report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  North  American  Bound- 
ary Coramibsion  during  the  working  season  of  1861. 

Tracing 

to  accompany  the  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  North  American  Boun- 
dary Commission  during  1861. 

Enclosure  No.  1  in  Despatch  No.  24,  dated  Slst  December,  1861. 
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F.  O.  811, 

AmuricA, 

1868-68. 


No.  25. 


My  Lord, 


H.M.  Boundary  Commi8hion, 
CoLviLLB,  Wasiiinoton  Tkkkitory, 

U.  S.,  January  29th,  1862. 


2.  Paragraph  12  of  my  report  i>o.  24  hHowh  that  at  the  close  of 
active  operations  in  the  past  Hea.sun  which  brought  the  field  work  of  the 
Commission  to  completion  excepting  at  the  western  extremity  of  the  Bound- 
ary which  remaining  portion  is  iww  in  progn-ss  and  ought  soon  to  be  fin- 
ished, immediate  steps  were  takp'i  to  employ  the  Detachment  of  Hoyal 
Engineers  to  the  best  advantage  while  awaiting  the  earliest  opportunity  to 
remove  from  this  place  for  the  purpose  of  returning  to  England  ;  and  that 
the  number  of  engaged  men  retained  in  employment  was  reduced  to  two  or 
three  axemen  re(|uired  to  supply  firewood,  and  some  piuikers  travelling 
with  or  in  charge  of  the  pack-train. 

3.  I  do  not  yet  know  when  Captiiin  Darrah  is  likely  to  complete  the  work 
in  his  hands  between  Point  Roberts  and  Hchweltza,  as  he  did  not  get  to  work 
quite  as  soon  at.  I  expected,  it  will  perhaps  be  some  time  in  the  course  of 
next  month,  if  he  marks  the  Boundary  in  the  manner  I  consider  necessary 
by  revising  the  cutting  throughout,  in  addition  to  placing  the  iron  uionu- 
uients  on  the  parallel  ;  but  from  a  letter  recently  received  from  him  I  liave 
reason  to  fear  thiit  he  may  only  fix  the  monuments  on  the  line  by  measure- 
ments from  the  original  cutting,  without  opening  a  revised  vista.  This 
would  not  be  in  accordance  with  my  instructions  to  him  ;  and  as,  owing  to 
the  severity  of  the  weather  and  otlu  r  cau.ses,  communication  with  this  place 
has  almost  entirely  ceased  for  the  preeent,  I  greatly  fear  that  Captn.  Darrah 
will  have  broken  up  his  party  and  withdrawn  to  Esquimalt  without  the 
possibility  of  my  rectifying  the  omission.  If  made,  such  an  omission  would 
cert^iinly  close  the  work  at  a  somewhat  earlier  perimi  and  at  somewhat  re- 
duced expense  ;  but  it  would  leave  that  easily  accessible  part  of  the  Bound- 
ary much  less  perfectly  defined  than  I  intended  it  to  bo    

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Your  Lordship's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

J.  S.  HAWKINS, 
Lieut :  Colonet  Rl.  Enyrs. 

II.  M.  Commissioner. 

The  Right  Honble. 

The  Secretary  of  State, 
for  Foreign  Affairs, 
iiC.  &c.  JiC. 

Endorsed.  Colville,  Washington  Territory,  U.  8.,  .Fany.  29th,  1862.  Lieut : 
Col  :  Plawkins,  R.E.  No.  26.  Reporting  the  proponed  movements  of  the 
North  American  Boundary  Commission  on  the  completion  of  the  field  work 
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H.  M.  BouRDAHT  OoMHiBsioir.  ToPonRAPnicAL  Ornn, 

4  Nrw  Street,  HcRiNa  OAitDKNs,  August  4th,  1862. 

My  Lord, — I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  lionlnhip  that  in  accord- 
anc44  with  the  intention  expreHaed  in  inv  letter  No.  2()  uf  the  17th  June 
last,  I  visitetl  WatihinKton  on  my  way  to  hngland  for  the  purpose  of  com- 
municating with  the  Unittul  States  ltoun<lary  Comminsiont-r,  of  ascertaining 
the  progress  made  in  the  work  of  the  American  Commission,  and  of  making 
myself  acquainted  with  Mr.  Campbell's  wishes  respecting  our  future  joint 
proccixJings  with  a  view  to  Wringing  them  to  conclusion  as  (|uickly  as 
possible.  I  found  that  an  otfiue  for  the  perforuwmce  uf  the  work  of  the 
Commission  had  been  opene<i  in  Washiiigl4)n,  in  which  the  various  detniU 
were  in  active  pr«»gre8s  under  the  majority  of  the  staff  of  officers  by  whom 
the  field  operations  had  l)e«n  conducted. 

2.  It  appeared  to  me  on  learning  what  was  doing  in  the  U.  H.  Commission 
office  that  a  minute  revision  of  I'uc  astronomical  work  had  been  entered 
upon— -l>eginning  with  the  first  process,  which  was  not  at  all  nt'cessary  fur 
tliK  due  and  satisftictory  performance  of  what  remains  to  l)e  done  ,;otn//y  by 
the  two  CominissioiiH.  I  mentioned  this  to  Mr.  Caiiipl>ell,  also  stating  my 
opinion  that  in  the  absence  of  any  specia'  provisions  in  the  Treaty  of  the 
15th  June,  liU'i,  similar  to  those  in  that  of  the  9th  August,  1842,  it  would 
l>e  desirable  </U  regulate  our  proct^edingn  more  or  less  by  those  adopted  in 
the  settlement  of  the  New  Brunswick  and  Maine  Boundary  after  the  com- 
pletion of  the  field  work  or  in  the  settlement  of  the  Boundary  l)etween  the 
United  States  and  Mexico  under  the  Treaty  of  Mexico  of  the  30;  h  Decem- 
ber, 1863.     With  this  view  I  un<lerst(Kxl  Mr.  Campl)ell  to  coincide. 

3.  I  wa.s  informed  that  the  revision  alx)ve  alluded  to  had  reference  more 
to  the  prel)al>le  publication  of  an  extended  and  elaborate  report  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  U.  8.  Commission,  than  to  the  practical  requi  ■emenis  of  the 
joint  Commission  which  could  \wi  satisfactorily  fulfilled  by  making  use  of 
the  data  already  depended  u{)on  for  the  actual  demarcation  of  the  Boundary. 

I  stated  that  I  had  no  reason  to  lielieve  Her  Majesty's  Government  would 
approve  of  or  consent  to  the  inevitable  delay  and  increased  expense  which 
would  attend  any  such  revision  of  the  work  of  the  British  Commission, 
which  was  not  required  to  bring  our  joint  labors  to  a  satisfactory  termina- 
tion. 

4.  The  necessary  steps  to  complete  the  duties  of  the  joint  Commission 
and  to  confirm  the  authenticity  of  the  Boundary  line  resulting  from  their 
operations,  appear  to  mo  to  be  afc  follows  : — 

The  examination,  comparison,  and  formal  adoption  of  the  astronomical 
determinations  on  which  the  demarcation  of  the  Boundary  line  depends.* 

The  preparation  of  a  joint  report  affirming  the  execution  of  the  first  article 
of  the  Treaty  under  which  the  Commissions  were  appointed,  and  authenti- 
cating the  Boutidary  line  defined  by  them. 

The  interchange  of  a  joint  map  compiled  from  the  operations  of  the  two 
Commissions  and  repi-esenting  as  accurately  as  possible  the  position  of  the 
Boundary  throughout  its  course  and  the  interchange  of  cupies  of  so  much 
of  the  astronomical  and  surveying  notes  of  the  two  Commissions  as  upon 
consideration  may  be  deemed  desirable,  as  a  record  of  the  data  on  which 
the  execution  of  the  first  article  of  the  Treaty  has  been  based.f 


'This  Lieut.  A.  informed  me  wm  done  by  Capt.  H»ig  in  the  autumn  of  1802. 
tThese  latter  documenu  are  in  Lieut.  Anderson's  hands  and  ready  to  be  presented. 
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8.  I  am  hardly  able  at  preaent  to  state  to  your  Lordship  the  oouree  it 
would  l>e  desirable  to  follow  in  conducting  comrounications  between  the  two 
Commi.Hsions  with  a  view  to  the  flnal  settlement  of  the  several  points  upon 
which  mutual  agreement  is  necessary.  There  wonhi  be  no  difficulty  in  the 
matter  if  the  two  Commissions  were  located  at  the  same  place-  F^indon  or 
WashingUm  ;  hut  this  not  being  the  case,  some  practical  difficulty  is 
involved.  The  comparixon  of  antronomical  determinations  might  1>a  made, 
and  the  preparation  of  formal  documents  kc.  conducted,  by  means  of  postal 
communioation  ;  but  even  then  one  or  more  personal  me<^tings  might  be 
deemed  necessary — in  which  event  Mr.  Canipl>ell  seemed  to  wish  that  the 
British  Coinmi«ion  should  l>e  in  the  first  instance  proceed  to  Washington, 
to  which,  in  consitleration  of  the  precedent  «)f  the  New  Ilrun»wick  and 
Maine  Boundary  Commission,  and  of  the  (|uesti(m  ap|)ortaining  to  the 
American  continent,  I  saw  no  objection.  T*i  >reparatiun  of  the  joint  map 
to  l»e  compile! I  from  the  separate  maps  of  t  >  wo  Cummissions  pre.sents 
greater  difficulties  ;  but  1  re(|Ue«t  permission  no',  u)  enter  ufMm  that  question 
at  |. resent,  the  more  as  1  am  not  prepared  wit!i  any  satisfactory  proposition 
regarding  it. 

9.  When  on  this  subject,  I  beg  ver_,  reajwctfullv  to  suggest  to  your 
Lordship  the  probable  necessity  of  c(mcluding  'iie  operations  of  the  Com- 
mission by  a  convention  suppleinentary  to  f'>e  I  roaty  of  the  15th  June, 
1846,  declaring  the  Boundary  marked  out  and  adopted  by  the  joint  Com- 
mission to  be  thf  Itoundary  laid  down  in  the  first  Article  of  the  Treaty  ;  as 
the  utmost  care  and  skill  are  ina(le(|uate  to  determine  the  latitude  with 
such  undoubted  precision  that  some  (|uestion  as  to  its  accuracy  in  "'hole  or 
in  part — may  not  be  raised  at  some  future  time.  I  have  no  doubt  that 
this  will  l)e  found  to  \wi  the  opinion  of  the  highest  scientific  authorities. 
We  liiul  ample  proof  of  it  in  the  course  of  our  operations  ;  and  the  nature 
of  the  country  in  which  they  were  conducted  ought  not  to  be  lost  sight  of.. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  Lordship's  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

J.  S.  HAWKINS, 
Lieut :  Colonel  IH.  Engra. 

II.  M.  Commissioner. 
The  Right  Honble. 

The  Secretary  of  State, 

for  Foreign  Affairs, 
(tc.   ttc.  ifec. 

Endorsed.  London  August  4th  1862.  Lieut:  Colonel  J.  S.  Hawkins, 
H.  M.  Boundary  Commissioner  ;  No.  28,  reporting  the  state  of  the  work 
of  the  North  American  lioundary  Commission  and  the  steps  nece.ssary  to 
bring  it  to  completion. 


H.  M;  BouND.iRY  Commission, 
ToPor.RAi'H.'AL  Offick, 

4  Nkw  Strebt,  SpRiNa  Gardens, 
October  27th,  1862. 

SiR^ — Will  you  be  good  enough  to  instruct  me  as  to  the  manner  of  obtain- 
ing funds  for  carrying  on  the  work  of  the  North  American  Boundary  Com- 
mission from  the  Ist  of  this  month,  on  the  estimates  forwarded  with  my 
letter  No.  31  of  the  14th  inst.  It  is  probable  that  the  sums  required  to 
oloae  the  Boundary  acouuats  up  to  the  above  named  date  will  be  furnished 
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to  mo  by  the  War  Department,  as  bad  been  hitherto  done  from  the  first 
formation  of  the  Commission — those  accounts  are  not  yet  quite  complete, 
but  will  be  made  so  in  a  few  days ;  and  I  intend  to  bring  them  to  an  exact 
balance  so  as  to  begin  a  fresh  account  from  the  1st  instant.  I  have  obtained 
authority  from  the  War  Department  for  the  supply  of  stationery  articles 
for  the  use  of  the  Commission  otfice  at  No.  2  Victoria  Street,  Westminster 
Abbey.  I  took  this  course  to  avoid  inconvenience  and  delay  as  I  Iiad  heen 
so  long  in  communication  with  that  Department  on  all  matters  of  detail, 
but  I  presume  that  I  shall  have  to  trouble  you  on  any  future  occasions. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Sir, 
Your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

J.  S.  HAWKINS, 
Lieut :  Colonel  HI.  Engra. 
H.  M.  ComTntHsiontr 
E.  Hammond,  Esq.,  C.B., 

Under  Secretary  of  State, 
Foreign  Office. 

Endorsed.  Colonel  Hawkins,  27th  October,  1862.  How  is  he  to  draw 
funds  for  the  continuance  of  the  Commn.  work  1  Land  Boundary  Commn. 
Ansd.  October  23. 

The  arrangement  for  the  issue  of  funds  by  the  War  Department  is  not 
superrulod  by  his  being  employed  on  the  same  service  in  England.     He  will 
be  apprised  when  the  Treasury  approve  estimate. 
2108  U.  S. 
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H.  M.  Boundary  Commission, 
N'o.  33.  2  Victoria  Stkeet,  Westminster, 

January  3rd,  1863. 

1.  Mv  Lord, — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  consideration  a  copy 
of  a  report  of  his  proceedings  furnished  tome  by  Captn.  R.  W.  Haig,  R.A., 
Chief  Astronomer  to  the  North  American  Land  Boundary  Comiuission, 
who  was  recently  dispatched  by  nie  to  Washington  to  communicate  with 
the  United  States  Commission  in  furtherence  of  our  joint  operations. 

2.  The  point  immediately  at  issue  has  reference  to  the  preparation  of  a 
map  to  accompany  and  illustrate  the  proposed  joint  report  affirming  the 
execution  of  the  first  article  of  the  Treaty  of  the  15th  June,  1846.  In  the 
opinion  of  the  two  Commissions,  and  guided  by  the  precedent  of  the  treaty 
for  the  settlement  of  the  New  Brunswick  and  Maine  Boundary  (9th  August, 
1842),  ajoint  map  seems  to  Ije  almost  if  not  quite  indispensable;  and  indeed 
I  question  if  the  U.  S.  Commissioner  could  be  induced  to  consent  to  the 
final  ratification  of  our  proceetiings  if  such  a  document  was  not  forthcoming. 

3.  Under  the  circumstances  reported  by  Captn.  Haig,  I  agree  with  him 
in  thinking  the  arrangement  he  proposes— that  he  should  again  proceed  to 
Washington,  probably  by  abont  the  end  of  this  month  after  hearing  irom 
the  U.  3.  Astronomer — to  offer  the  most  rapid  means  open  to  us  for  pro- 
ceeding with  the  joint  map ;  but  with  reference  to  his  estimate  that — if  w" 
meet  with  no  further  delay — such  map  may  be  completed  by  about  the  end 
of  June — it  is  my  duty  to  represent  to  your  Lordship  that  even  then  the 
preparatic".  of  the  final  report  and  the  ratification  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
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joint  CommiHMion  would  still  have  to  be  entered  upon.  In  my  opinion, 
these  technicalities  need  occupy  but  a  uhort  time  ;  but  I  have  reason  to  fear 
that  the  completion  of  the  U.  S.  map  will  Iw  protracted  to  an  indefinite 
and  distant  jjeriod  and  that  the  U.  S.  Commissioner  will  not  be  inclined  to 
lend  his  aid  to  forward  these  closing  proceedings  while  his  own  work  con- 
tinues in  an  untinis'aed  state. 

4.  A  map  constructed  from  our  own  observations  and  authorities  conld 
still  be  prepared  within  the  limit  of  the  estimate  submitted  to  your  Ix)rdship 
with  Miy  letter  No.  .51  of  the  14th  Octok)er,  leaving  probably  suthcient  time 
at  command  to  proceed  to  Washington  for  the  preparation  of  the  final  joint 
report,  if  no  delay  should  l)e  interposed  with  respect  to  that  document ; 
but  as  I  have  now  no  idea  that  such  would  be  the  case,  and  as  I  think  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  it  is  very  necessary  to  bring  the  proceedings  of  the 
Comtiiissiiin  to  a  formal  conclusion  that  will  be  satisfactory  to  both  partie.s, 
I  need  not  trouble  your  Lordship  with  any  rt^marks  upon  a  course  which  I 
am  not  prepard  to  reconmiend,  and  which  I  do  not  think  you  would  con- 
sider it  desiraiile  to  adopt. 

5.  I  am  well  aware  of  the  wish  of  Her  .Majesty's  (Joveriiment  to  bring  this 
Commis.-<ion  to  the  earliest  possible  close,  and  it  is  my  earnest  desire  to  do 
all  in  my  power  to  that  end  ;— but  I  trust  your  Ijordship  will  observe  that 
our  proceetlings  are  in  a  great  measure  dependent  upon  th  'Si'  of  the  U.  S. 
Commissiiin.  From  the  delay  already  incurred  by  the  failure  of  the  object 
of  Captn.  llaig's  recent  journey  to  Washington,  tlie  lime  he  has  now  named 
is  the  very  earliest  by  which  it  will  be  po.xsible  to  complete  our  copy  of  the 
joint  map,  and  that  is  contingent  on  no  further  delays  l)eing  interposetl ; 
but  as  it  seems  to  me  veiy  unlikely — as  I  have  before  said — tliat  the  V.  S. 
Commissioner  will  then  con.sent  to  our  making  any  further  progress  towards 
the  winding  up  of  the  joint  Commission  until  he  C(jiisiders  his  own  work  to 
be  in  a  suthciently  advanced  state  for  the  purpose,  it  is  not  in  mv  power  to 
give  your  rAfrdship  an  estimate  of  any  value  as  to  the  proliable  time  when 
the  work  of  the  two  Commissions  will  be  in  a  stat«  to  atlmit  of  their  being 
mutually  closed. 

As  soon  tiie^efore  as  our  copy  of  the  Joint  map  is  ready,  it  may  be  the 
best  plan  to  suspend  the  action  of  the  British  Commission  until  the  U.  S. 
Commission  is  prepared  to  take  part  in  whatever  may  then  njquire  to  be 
done. 

6.  The  failure  of  the  estimate  under  the  terms  of  which  the  Commission  is 
at  present  working  has  rendered  it  necessary  to  trouble  your  Lordship  with 
the  above  report,  and  to  recjuest  any  instructions  with  which  you  may  think 
tit  to  lujnour  me.  It  may  appear  sutKcient  for  the  present  to  authorize  me 
to  proceed  with  the  joint  map  anfl  other  documentary  details  with  the 
least  possible  delay  ;  ami  to  take  further  action  at  a  somewhat  later  period, 
when  I  mav  be  in  a  positiv  n  to  submit  a  further  report  of  our  progress  to 
your  Lordship,  which  I  should  not  fail  to  do  as  soon  as  it  appeared 
necessary. 

Mean.vhile,  while  awaiting  your  commands,  the  work  of  the  Comuiission 
is  in  active  progress. 

I  have  the  hcmour  to  be, 

Your  Lordship's  most  olwdient, 
humble  servant, 

J.  S.  HAWKINS, 
LietU  ;  Colonel  Rl.  Engrg. 

U.M.  Commissioner. 
The  Right  Honble. 

The  Secretary  of  State, 
for  Foreign  AH'airs, 
&c.  &c.  <bc. 
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Eiwiorsed.  London,  January  3rd,  1863.  Lt.  Colonel  J.  S.  Hawkina,  R.E  , 
H.M.  Boundary  CommisBioner.  No.  33.  1  enclosure.  Reed.  Jany.  5th  by 
MesHengcr.  Report  upon,  and  requeMting  instructions  as  to  the  proceed- 
iiigH  of  the  North  American  Boundary  Coniuiiasion. 


F.  O.  8U 
Ainurico, 
185H03. 


Copy, 


2  Victoria  Strkkt,  S.W., 

31«t  December,  1862. 


S.  Andekson, 
Lieut:  R.E. 

Sir, — Having  returned  from  Washington  I  have  the  honor  to  report 
that  in  consequence  of  the  American  Commission  being  as  yet  unprepared 
to  produce  a  tal)le  of  Latitudes  and  Ix>ngitudefi  on  principal  points  on  and 
near  the  Boundary  similar  to  the  one  which  I  t(X>k  with  me  I  was  unable 
to  make  the  necessary  comparisons  in  order  to  determine  finally  the  position 
of  such  points  with  a  vit'W  to  their  being  laid  down  as  a  ba.<<is  of  construc- 
tion of  a  joint  map  of  the  Boundary  line  and  Country  adjacent  to  it. 

The  American  Commis-sion  expected  to  Ije  prepared  with  such  a  table 
in  throe  or  four  weeks  from  the  ir)th  inst.  and  when  ready  it  will  be  sent 
to  us.  When  we  receive  this  information  it  will  lie  dlHicult  to  decide  upon 
final  positions  in  the  ab.sence  of  any  member  of  the  American  Commission, 
but  I  expect  to  have  sufliciently  accurate  data  for  the  commencement  of 
the  final  map.  The  next  i.tep  will  be  to  compare  the  detiviis  of  our  existing 
maps  with  those  of  the  Americans,  to  do  whicl\  one  of  their  members  must 
come  here  or  else  one  of  the  British  Commission  go  to  Washington. 

I  propose  at  once  to  prepare  tracings  of  our  existing  maps  and  to  hold 
myself  in  readiness  to  go  again  to  Washington  with  them  as  soon  as  we 
hear  that  the  American  Commission  are  prepared  to  make  the  necessary 
comparisons.  Tho  date  of  my  return  from  this  trip  cannot  be  estimated 
earlier  than  the  end  of  March  1863. 

Tiiis  would  postpone  the  completion  of  the  joint  map  to  the  end  of  June 
1863.  The  plan  proposed  above  is  without  doul)t  the  most  rapid  open  to 
us  of  constructing  such  a  map. 

It  appears  to  be  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Campbell  U.S.  Commissioner  and  of 
the  Astronomer  of  his  Commission  that  the  proper  way  of  winding  up  our 
joint  operations  is  by  the  production  of  a  map  embodying  the  results  of  the 
observations  of  both  Commissions.  In  this  opini(m  I  entirely  concur  but 
have  to  rejMjrt  that  it  cannot  bo  done  within  the  time  estimated  by  you  for 
the  completion  of  our  work. 

To  finish  within  the  specified  time  it  will  bo  necessary  to  give  up  all  idea 
of  a  joint  map  and  for  us  to  construct  one  from  our  own  authorities  and 
observations. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Sir, 
Your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

R.   W.  HAIG,  Captn.  HI.  Arty. 

Chief  Astronomer,  N.A.B.  Commn. 
Lieut :  Colonel  Hawkins, 
lioyal  Engineers, 

H.M.  Commissioner. 

Endorsfid.  Letter  dated  London,  December  31st,  1862,  from  Captn. 
Haig,  R.  A.,  Chief  Astronomer  to  the  North  American  Land  Boundary 
Commissiim,  to  Lt :  Colonel  Hawkina,  R.  E.,  Commr.,  reporting  his  pro- 
ceedings in  Washington,  incloaure  in  letter  No.  33. 
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^'o.  S6. 

H.  M.  Boi'NDAKY  Commission, 

2  VicrroiUA  Sthkkt,  Wi-aTMiNsTEK, 

July  31st,  18G3. 

My  Lohd, — in  my  letter  No.  li'-i  of  the  .Trtl  January  I  .stated  that  I 
should  Kulmit  to  your  Ixirdtihip  a  further  rpj)ort  upon  tln^  pr<Kfedingd  of 
tiie  North  Aniericim  land-Boundary  ComniissioM  u.s  .soon  a.s  such  a  step 
appeared  fo  he  necessary,  whicli  I  now  proceed  to  take  in  accordance  with 
the  arrangements  proposed  in  liie  letter  above  alluded  to,  inituediately  on 
receiving  an  iutiniatiori  from  the  Astronomer  to  tht;  United  States  Com- 
mission that  he  was  prepared  to  proceed  with  the  comparison  of  the  work 
of  the  two  Commii-sions.  Captain  Haig  the  Chief  Astronomer  to  this 
Commission  again  went  to  Washington  in  the  u.it'dle  of  February.  On  hi. 
arrival  there  1  am  sorry  to  say  Captain  Haig  found  that  such  a  state  of 
preparation  did  not  exist  and  that  the  computations  on  which  his  work 
depended  were  not  in  a  condition  to  admit  of  material  progress  being  made. 
He  immediately  communicated  this  state  of  things  to  me ;  and  having 
informed  me  of  what  was  being  done,  said  he  did  not  consider  it  desirable 
to  return  to  England  as  he  had  pn^viously  done — without  bringing  some 
information  with  him  to  enable  us  to  proceed  with  the  preparation  of  our 
final  maps,  &c.  and  he  subsequently  remarked  that  his  doing  .so  would  he 
thought  have  the  effect  of  breaking  oflF  negotiations  with  the  American 
Commission — a  step  which  at  this  advanced  stage  of  our  procewlings  would 
be  more  than  ever  undesirable.  Captain  Haig  eventuiiUy  returned  home 
on  the  13th  June  after  an  absence  of  four  months,  bringing  with  him  data 
which  enabled  us  at  once  to  set  in  work  upon  the  maps. 

In  my  opinion  his  communications  with  the  U.  S.  Commission  were  con- 
ducted with  judgment  and  discretion,  and  have  tended  to  forwai-d  the  work  ; 
though  we  cannot  but  deeply  regret  the  loss  of  much  valuable  time  during 
his  detention  in  America.  Even  now  we  are  not  in  possession  of  all  the 
information  we  require,  and  whicli  we  hope  to  receive  from  time  to  time 
through  thi!  post ;  but  your  Ltirdship  will  I  think  easily  underst^tnd  ihe 
difficulty  and  inconvenience  of  having  to  arrive  at  renults  common  to  the 
two  Commissions  at  such  a  distance  apart ;  while  in  the  present  state  of 
affairs  in  America  and  with  a  view  to  economy,  it  would  not  have  been 
desirable  to  have  established  ourselves  at  Washington,— and  the  U.  S. 
Commissioner  has  shewn  no  inclination  to  transfer  himself  and  his  sUiff  to 
this  country. 

In  paragraph  3  of  my  letter  No.  33,  I  reported  that  it  might  Ije  possible 
to  complete  the  maps  by  ab<jut  the  end  of  .June,  t/'  we  met  with  no  further 
delay  ;  that  is,  if  having  proceeded  to  Washington  by  the  end  of  January, 
Captn.  Haig  had  returned  with  all  the  necessary  information  within  reason- 
able time,  say  by  the  end  of  March.  This  was  obviously  rendered  impossible 
by  his  not  having  been  able  to  return  until  the  time  mentioned  for  the 
completion  of  the  maps.  There  seems  reason  to  believe  that  the  maps  to 
be  prepared  by  the  U.  S.  Cominis.»'ion  will  be  very  elaborately  finished  at 
the  expenditure  of  much  time  and  cost ;  but  this  is  not  I  think  necessary, 
nor  do  I  conceive  that  your  Ix)rdship  would  approve  of  it,  in  the  case  of 
the  British  Commission,  though  I  should  wish  to  pnxJuce  creditable  draw- 
ings at  our  final  meetings  with  the  American  Commission,  and  as  permanent 
official  record*?  of  the  demarcation  of  the  Treaty  Boundary — Such  maps  are 
DOW  in  progress.  Their  execution  is  tedious  ;  and  it  is  not  easy  to  procure 
drai      ~en  accustomed  to  the  kind  of  work  which  is  of  a  somewhat  unusual 
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character  ;  but  as  1  am  anxiouH  to  push  on  and  employ  a»  many  hands  as 
I  conveniently  can,  I  am  now  endeavouring  to  procure  the  services  of  one 
or  two  additional  and  competent  men  from  the  Ordnance  Survey  or  else- 
where. By  the  end  of  the  present  quarter  I  hope  that  the  maps,  &c.  will 
Ik)  nearly  but  I  fear  not  quite  completed  ;  and  by  that  time  I  may  perhaps 
be  able  to  inform  your  Lordship  if  there  w  any  probability  of  the  United 
States  Commission  being  then  ready  to  ratify  and  close  our  joint  proceed- 
ings ;  or  if,  as  suggested  in  my  letter  No.  33  and  approved  of  by  the 
Treasury  Board  it  will  be  necessary  to  suspend  tho  action  of  this  Com- 
mission until  the  U.  S.  Commission  is  prepared  for  oiir  final  meeting. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  Lordship's  most  obedient, 
humble  servant. 


The  Right  Honble. 

The  Secretary  of  State, 

for  Foreign  Affairs, 
dec.  <bc.  &c. 


J.  S.  HAWKINS, 

Lieut :  Colonel  Rl.  Engrs. 

H.  M.  Commissioner. 


Endorsed.  London,  July  31,  1863.  Lieut,  Col.  Hawkins,  R.E.,  H.  M. 
Boundary  Commissioner.  No.  36,  Received  Aug.  31,  by  messenger.  Re- 
porting proceedings  of  the  North  American  Land  Boundary  Commission. 


F.  0.811, 
America, 
1868  63. 


No.  S8. 

H.  M.  Boundary  Commission, 

2  Victoria  Street,  Westminster, 

February  24th,  1864. 

My  Lord, — I  beg  leave  to  report  to  you  that  I  propose  to  close  the 
office  of  the  North  American  Boundary  Commission  on  the  29th  instant, 
and  to  remove  the  records  of  the  Commission  to  Woolwich  at  which  station 
I  hold  the  command  of  the  Royal  Engineer  Department.  The  maps  are 
not  quite  completed,  but  will  be  so  by  the  employment  of  a  draftsman  for 
a  few  weeks  longer  ;  and  when  done,  I  hope  to  be  permitted  the  honour  of 
personally  submitting  to  your  Lordship  the  results  of  the  labours  of  the 
Commission. 

I  discontinued  to  diaw  pay  on  account  of  the  Commission  from  the  Ist 
October  last;  Captn.  Haig,  the  Chief  Astronomer,  from  the  1st  January  ; 
and  Lieut:  Anderson,  the  Secretary,  will  do  so  from  the  1st  March  ;  but, 
as  we  shall  all  be  stationed  at  Woolwich,  with  the  permission  ox  the 
authoritias  at  the  Horse  Guards  and  War  Office  we  shall  be  ready  to  re- 
assemble for  the  tinftl  meeting  which  I  presume  to  be  necessary  for  the 
ratification  of  our  joint  proceedings,  and  the  authoritative  adoption  of  the 
Boundary  marked  out  by  us,  as  soon  as  the  United  States  Commission  is 
prepared  for  it. 
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I  propose  to  inform  the  U.  S.  Commissionor  that  thp  Commission  Office 
in  I^ndon  will  he  closed  ;  but  that  the  olieers  of  the  Commission  will 
attend  to  any  communications  addressed  to  us  at  Woolwich. 

I  have  the  honour  tube, 

Your  Ijordship's  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

J.  S.  HAWKINS, 

Colonel  rf-  Lt.  Col.  R.E., 
II.  M.  Commuisioner. 
The  Right  Honble. 

The  Secretary  of  State, 

for  Foreign  Affairs, 
Ac.  &c.  itc. 

Endorsed.  Colonel  Hawkins,  No.  38.  Oregon  Land  Boundary  Office  of 
the  Commission  in  London  to  be  closed  on  the  29th.     Proposed  proceedings. 
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Royal  ENoiyKKR.s'  Office, 

Woolwich,  April  30th,  1864. 


Sir, — III  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  'J2rid  ultimo,  T  have  the  honour  to 
state  tor  the  information  of  Earl  Russell  that,  in  accordance  with  the 
intention  .stated  in  my  letter  of  the  24tii  February,  on  closing  the  Ixindon 
Office  of  the  North  American  Boundary  Conimi.ssion  at  the  end  of  that 
month,  the  records  and  maps  were  removed  to  this  place.  One  draftsman 
is  still  engaged  on  the  tedious  operation  of  completing  the  writing  and 
finishing  up  tho  more  minute  parts  of  the  drawings  of  the  several  series  of 
maps.  I  did  not  overlook  the  instructions  conveyed  to  me  in  your  letter 
of  the  29th  September  last  respecting  the  deposit  of  the  maps  A'c.  if  possible 
in  some  fireproof  building  previously  to  their  being  finally  authenticated  by 
the  joint  Commission.  Though  not  fireproof,  this  office  is  I  hope  safe  from 
fire  ;  but  it  is  necessary  to  have  the  maps  at  hand  while  they  remain 
incomplete. 

On  their  being  quite  finished  I  intend  to  submit  to  Earl  Russell  a  propo- 
sition to  obtain  a  few  copies  of  them,  for  public  use  and  record,  V)y  means  of 
the  photo-zincographic  process  which  can  I  believe  be  readily  done  at  the 
Ordnance  Survey  establishment  at  Southampton  at  very  small  cost ;  after 
which,  on  their  being  V'ound  up,  and  merely  awaiting  authentication  by  the 
joint  Commission  they  might  be  deposited  in  the  Foreign  Office,  or  at  such 
other  place  as  his  Ixjrdship  might  approve. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  bumble  servant, 

J.  S.  HAWKINS, 
Colonel  <t  Lt.  Colonel 

R.E.  H.M.  Commissioner. 
E,  Hammond,  Esq.,  C.B. 

Under  Secretary  of  State, 
Foreign  Office. 

Endorsed.  Colonel  Hawkins.  D.  ,10,  April.  Rec.  3  May,  1864.  Ansd. 
22nd  March.  Maps  of  N.  A.  Boundary  Commission  at  Woolwich.  As  to 
taking  copies  of  maps  by  photo-zincographic  process. 
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AmericA, 
F.  O.  H«8, 
1866-71. 


H.  M.  Boundary  CoMuisaiON, 

Washington,  U.S. 

10th  May,  1869. 

My  Lord, — In  compliance  with  your  instructions  conveyed  to  me  by 
Mr.  Hnniiuond  on  the  22nd  February,  I  left  Barbados  on  the  9th  and 
arrived  at  New  York  on  the  2 let  April.  Lieut :  S.  Anderson,  R.E.,  Secre- 
tary to  the  Boundary  Commission,  arrived  on  the  same  night  and  joined 
me  on  the  following  morning.  We  proceeded  Ui  Washington  on  the  23rd 
April  ;  and  having  reported  our  arrival  to  Her  Majesty's  Minister  on  the 
mortiiiig  of  the  24th,  I  put  myself  into  immediate  communication  with  Mr. 
A.  Campbell,  the  United  States  Commissioner. 

2.  I  have  now  the  honor  to  inform  your  Lordship  that  on  the  afternoon 
of  the  7th  instant  our  labours  were  brought  to  a  conclusion,  which  will  I 
hope  be  iiuito  satisfactory  to  you  and  Her  Majesty's  Government,  and  meet 
with  the  Approval  of  Her  Majesty.  Several  days  were  occupied  in  the 
careful  comparison  of  the  astronomical  determinations,  and  of  the  Maps, 
iS:c.,  and  formal  meetings  of  the  joint  Commission  wore  held  on  4th,  5th, 
6th  and  7th  May.  A  protocol  authenticating  the  points  by  which  the  land 
Boundary  has  been  defined  upon  the  ground,  nnd  the  maps  .severally  pre- 
pared by  the  two  Commissions  was  agreed  upon  ;  and  it  and  the  maps  were 
countersigned  by  Mr.  Campbell  and  myself  on  the  7th  instant.  The  pro- 
tocol is  herewith  enclosed,  with  the  two  lists  of  astronomical  determinations 
alluded  to  in  its  first  clause  ;  together  with  the  originals  of  the  two 
protocols  adopted  on  the  14th  August,  1858,  and  8th  November,  1860, 
Copies  of  which  were  sent  to  the  Foreign  Office  with  my  letters,  Nos.  3  and 
14  dated  28th  March,  1859,  and  28th  March,  1861,  and  of  the  minutes  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  joint  Commission  in  April  1859  on  which  occasion 
no  agreement  was  arrived  at  as  reported  in  my  letter  No :  6  of  the  31  st 
May  18.">9.  The  maps  require  some  trifling  corrections  of  detail  and  the 
addition  of  some  names  common  to  the  two  sets  ;  and  upon  their  completion 

I  have  desired  Lieut :  Anderson  to  convey  them  to  the  Foreign  Office,  to  be 
disposed  of  as  your  Lordship  may  see  fit  to  direct. 

3.  The  detailed  reports  made  by  me  during  the  progress  of  the  work  con- 
tain minute  information  both  as  to  our  operations  and  the  nature  of  the 
country  traversed  by  the  Land  Boundary  ;  but  upon  reporting  the  execution 
of  so  much  of  the  Treaty  of  the  15th  June,  1846,  as  was  comprised  in  my 
Commission  it  may  be  an  well  to  recapitulate  in  brief  terms  the  nature  and 
results  of  those  operations. 

4.  Between  the  extreme  east  and  west  points,  upon  the  watershed  of  the 
Rocky  Mountains  and  the  eastern  shore  of  the  Channel  which  separates  the 
Continent  of  North  America  from  Vancouver's  Island  in  West  Longitude 
114°  3'  34"  and  123°  3'  53",  the  exact  length  of  the  Boundary  upon  the  i9th 
Parallel  of  North  Latitude  is  409^^  miles.  The  position  of  the  Parallel  was 
determined  from  28  astronomical  stations,  1 1  of  which  were  established  by 
the  British  Commission,  14  by  the  American  Commission  and  3  were  ob- 
served from  by  both.  Another  station  was  fixed  by  the  British  Commission, 
at  Schweltza  I^ke,  but  it  was  rejected  for  the  reasons  given  in  paragraphs 

II  and  16  of  my  Report  No:  9  of  the  21st  May  1860  and  again  referred  to 
in  letter  No:  24  dated  3l8t  December  1861  though  our  after  experience  of 
the  most  accurate  instrumental  observations  in  that  mountainous  country 
now  leads  to  the  conclusion  that  the  result  at  Schweltza  was  quite  as 
trustworthy  aa  any  of  the  others.  It  is  however  not  included  in  our  final 
determinations.    I  believe  the  observations  of  the  two  Commissions  to  have 
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t)een  made  with  the  utmost  attuinable  precision,  which  is  most  cnnclusivAly 
Hliown  by  (he  computations  ;  but  upon  connecting  0  of  thti  stations  by  the 
demarcation  of  a  continuous  line  of  Boundary  in  the  60  miles  l)etween 
Himilkanieen  and  Statapoosten  stations,  wo  were  greatly  disappointed  by 
the  discovery  of  somewhat  large  discrepancies  between  all  the  determina- 
tions of  the  accuracy  of  which  we  had  previously  Iteen  quite  satisfied,  and 
which  can  only  be  attriliuted  to  prevading  physical  causes  affecting  the 
Instrumental  oiiservations  which  were  quite  beyond  our  control.  By 
agreement  these  discrepancies  were  adjusted  by  the  U.S.  Commission,  by 
the  veriticution  of  the  work  of  the  British  Commission  and  the  adoption  of 
a  mean  parallel  between  the  determinations  alluded  to  which  probably 
approximates  very  nearly  to  the  true  49th  parallel  ;  but  as  this  test  was 
not  practicable  in  any  other  cjises,  the  astronomical  determinations  have  in 
them  been  necessarily  adhered  to. 

').  The  actual  demarcaticm  was  affected  as  follows : — The  western  extremity 
of  the  Hound'iry  is  marked  by  a  substantial  Cranite  obelisk  in  West  Longi- 
tude I'iS"  3'  .')3",  which  sUinds  upon  a  steep  cliff  on  the  western  face  of  the 
prolmontory  of  Point  Ilolieris,  about  160  feet  above  the  sea.  The  several 
faces  of  the  obelisk  are  inscribed  as  follows — on  the  north  face  with  the 
names  of  Her  Majesty's  water  and  Land  Boundary  Commissioners,  Captn. 
J.  C.  Prevost  and  G.  H.  Richards,  R.N,  and  Lieut;  Colonel  J.  S. 
Hawkins,  R.E.,  on  the  South  face  with  the  name  of  the  American  Com- 
missioner Archibald  Campbell, — on  the  West  face  with  the  designation  and 
date  of  the  Treaty,  viz:  Treaty  of  Washington,  loth  June,  1846, — and  on 
the  east  face  with  the  Ljititude  and  Ijongitude.  and  the  year  of  erection, 
viz:  Latitude  49°  0'  0"  N.,  Longitude  123'  3'  53"  W,  Erected  1861.  For 
44  8-10  miles  eastwaid  there  are  42  iron  pillars  placed  at  points  on  the 
Boundary  which  the  otficer  to  whom  the  duty  was  entrusted  thought  most 
suitaljle  and  convenient.  One  pillar  stands  on  the  eastern  face  of  Point 
Roberts,  2  miles  704  yards  from  the  obelisk,  and  there  ore  two  intermediate 
pillars  in  the  interval  at  average  distances  apart  of  somewhat  more  than  '^ 
mile.  A  pillar  on  the  west  shore  of  Semiahmoo  Bay  is  12  m  :  1177  yards  : 
from  that  on  Point  Roberts  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Bay  ;  and  thence  in 
29- J  miles  to  the  easternmost  pillar  the  average  distance  apart  is  about  1380 
yds.  varying  between  one  mile  1245  yds.,  and  198  yds.,  on  the  opposite 
banks  <>£  the  Sunuuss  River.  These  pillars  all  stand  in  a  continuous  cutting 
through  the  forest  or  in  intervening  patches  of  swamp  and  Prairie. 
From  the  easternmost  iron  pillar  to  the  right  or  west  bank  of  the  .Siinilka- 
meeii  River,  in  107  910  lUiles,  the  Boundary  is  defined  in  the  vicinity  of  9 
astronomical  stations  by  19  cairns  or  pyramids  built  of  dry  stones  as  care- 
fully as  the  matei  ials  and  circumstances  would  permit,  and  one  bench-mark 
cut  on  the  face  of  a  rock  (at  Ensakwatch)  ;  and  at  several  stations  short 
vistiis  were  also  cut  in  the  forest,  l)etween  the  cairns.  This  wide  interval 
comprises  the  rugged  and  itdiospitable  region  of  the  Cascade  Mountains  in 
which  it  would  only  have  l)een  possible  to  m  irk  the  Boundary  line  more 
continuously  by  an  expenditure  of  time  and  money  out  of  all  proportion  to 
the  object  in  view  One  of  the  widest  urnnarkod  intervals  on  the  Bound- 
ary occurs  in  these  Mountains,  between  Pjisayten  and  Naisnuloh,  the  dis- 
tance between  the  marked  points  being  23  7-10  miles  ;  and  this  might  have 
been  obviaterl  by  placing  a  station  on  the  main  or  western  branch  of  the 
Naisnuloh  River  which  however  would  have  prolonged  the  work  of  the 
British  Commission  by  another  Season. — 

From  a  cairn  at  the  foot  of  the  Mountains  on  the  West  side  of  the  Sim- 
ilkameen  River  to  the  east  or  left  bank  of  the  Columbia,  the  Boundary  for 
95  miles  is  well  and  continuously  marked  by  69  stone  cairns  and  one  mound 
of  earth,  and  bv  forest  cuttings  in  all  necessary  cases.  This  was  the  most 
favourable  portion  of  the  work  part  of  the  line  passing  over  rolling  prairie 
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country  interspersed  witli  wtKxi  ;  but  very  con.siderahlfl  portions  were  also 
mountainous,  rugged  antl  heavily  tinil>ere(l,  though  more  accessible  from  the 
valley  of  the  Newhoialpitkwn  Kiver  than  were  the  Cascade  Mountains. 
Two  cairns  stand  within  120  yards  of  each  other  on  the  eaot  bank  of  the 
Columbia  River  (one  having  been  placed  by  each  Commission)  and  the 
average  distance  apart  of  the  remainder  is  1  mile  <')71)  yards.  From  the 
hill  tops  the  line  of  Boundary  defined  by  the  cairns  and  cuttings  can  be 
traced  for  many  miles. 

For  the  remaining  161-H/lO  miles  between  the  eastern  cairn  on  the  left 
bank  of  the  Columbia  River  and  the  terminal  point  on  the  waterbhod  of 
the  Rocky  Mountains  in  West  [x>ngitude  114°  .'V  28',  the  Boundary  passes 
over  successive  Mountain  ranges  intersected  only  by  the  Valley  of  the 
Kootenay  River  at  two  points  75-j|  nnles  apart,  and  by  the  adjacent  valleys 
of  the  Flathead  River  and  its  tributary  Kishenehu  Creek,  by  which  alone, 
the  49th  parallel  is  practically  accessible  though  even  then  by  Umg  circuit- 
ous routes.  This  portion  of  the  line  is  marked  in  the  vicinity  of  9  astrono- 
mical stations,  by  26  cairns  and  one  bench-mark  cut  in  the  face  of  a  rock  at 
the  Kootenay  Mm.  Station,  and  by  a  cairn  fixed  by  survey  cm  the  trail 
between  Kootenay  West  and  Mooyie  Stations  ;  and  the  usual  forest  vistas 
were  cut  at  the  several  defined  points,  besides  longer  cuttings  of  10  and  7 
miles  at  the  eastern  crossing  of  the  KooUniay,  and  between  the  Flathead 
and  Kishenehu  Rivers.  No  better  means  for  marking  the  eastern  end  of 
the  Boundary  were  at  command  than  by  a  dry  stone  pyramid  of  the  usual 
destripticm  which  was  built  as  carefully  as  jKJssible,  and  which  may  1^  pre- 
served for  many  years  by  its  protected  situation  on  a  narrow  saddle  with 
precipitous  sides  connecting  two  lofty  mountains,  which  position  will  more- 
over serve  to  identify  the  approximate  locality  of  the  Boundary  at  any 
future  time.  Between  the  Columbia  and  the  Rocky  Mountains,  exclusive 
of  the  Mooyie  trail  cairn,  and  the  intervals  between  Kootenay  Mountain 
and  Kootenay  West  stations  and  Mooyie  and  Yahk  stations,  the  distances 
between  the  consecutively  marked  points  at  the  several  astronomical 
stations  average  about  13^  miles  ;  but  between  the  stations  named  they 
extend  to  25  and  24  miles  owing  to  the  inaccessible  nature  of  the  inter- 
vening country  which  is  quite  as  bad  as  the  Ca.scade  Mountains. 

6.  Having  thus  described  the  manner  in  which  the  Land  Boundary  has 
been  marked  from  end  to  end,  I  respectfully  re(|uest  your  Lordship's  con- 
sideration of  the  3rd  Article  of  the  closing  protocol  by  which  the  Commis- 
sioners agreed  to  understand  the  Boundary  laid  out  by  them  to  consist  of 
a  .series  of  straight  lines  between  the  successively  marked  points,  without 
regard  to  the  distances  between  those  points  or  the  curve  of  the  parallel  in 
the  longer  intervals.  We  were  induced  to  do  this  upon  the  consideration 
that  it  was  of  the  greatest  importance,  nothing  should  be  left  for  future 
discussion  or  settlement,  and  that  our  operations  should  be  final  and  con- 
clusive. Even  had  the  Boundary  line  been  continuously  marked  through- 
out by  defined  points  ft  say  a  mile  apart,  the  actual  parallel  would  have 
been  departed  from  by  v.he  straight  lines  or  chords  joining  such  lines  upon 
it ;  and  owing  to  the  insuperable  dilKculties  attending  a  more  minute 
demarcation  in  the  rugged  country  traversed  by  us,  we  have  been  compelled 
to  adopt  a  more  irregular  and  longer  sided  polygon  than  we  should  have 
wished.  I  may  state  that  opposite  thf:  centre  of  a  chord  of  25  miles  in 
length  the  departure  from  the  49th  parallel  would  be  about  40  yards,  and 
of  1 2  miles  9  yards,  which  in  such  country  and  under  present  circumstances 
is  of  no  appreciable  value,  and  this  even  would  be  materially  aflected  by 
the  very  great  uncertainty  attending  the  precision  of  the  astronomical 
results  previously  alluded  to  ;  so  that  I  hope  our  definite  action  in  the 
matter  will  be  fully  approved.  The  points  being  identified,  they  can  be 
joined  at  any  time  with  no  greater  difficulty  than  attends  the  running  of  a 
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Htraight  line  lietween  iwojirej  poinU  uver  u  niu^^h  country  iind  Hometiines 
fur  a  cunsiderablo  iliittance,  but  no  acinntific  i|U«Hti()n  wuuld  Iw  involved 
in  the  op(*r»tion  wliicii  could  Iw  pvrfornied  by  any  careful  Hurveyor. 

7.  Tli»*  abovH  rtMuurkN  leod  n»«  to  ruquoHt  your  IjordHhip'M  further  con- 
Hideration  of  the  necHHHity  of  cnteritiK  into  a  convention  with  the  United 
Htatefl,  Hupplumentary  to  thu  Ttcaty  of  tliH  lAth  June  1H4G,  declaratory  of 
the  Boundary  niarkoti  out  by  thr  joint  C'oniniiNHion  bein^  the  Hnundary  of 
tli»  Treaty  notwithMttmdinK  any  posHible  departurcH  from  the  actual  lino  of 
the  Forty-ninth  Parallel.  The  more  than  probal)ility  that  such  departures 
unavoidably  exiHt  is  alluded  to  al>ova  and  in  previous  reports  ;  and  the 
neceHsity  for  a  supplementary  Convention  was  suftuested  by  me  in  the  con- 
cluding paragrapli  of  my  letter  No:  2K  of  tiie  4th  Au)j;uHt  IHti'J,  and  recog- 
nized by  Iler  Majesty's  Government  in  a  letter  from  the  Treasury  t<j  Mr. 
Hammond  date«l  26th  8epteml)er  IHG'2. 

8.  In  ccmclusioii,  I  have  only  to  rep«!at  previous  recommendations  that 
some  certain  Ht(>ps  should  be  taken  to  preserve  the  Boundary  marks  laid 
down  at  such  large  cost  of  time,  lai)our  and  money.  This  cannot  of  course 
be  done  without  some  occasional  and  special  exp-nditure  for  the  purpose, 
R8  it  ought  not  to  be  left  to  accidental  opportunities  ;  but  it  is  very  prol>ahle 
that  the  country  which  was  almost  inacci'ssitiie  in  l><5S-62  is  now  more  or 
less  traversed  along  the  greaU'r  pnrt  of  the  frontier  line ;  and  the  labour  of 
a  few  Wmnlsiiien  under  the  supervision  of  the  Colonial  Surve\  cpartment, 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  stone  cairns,  and  the  proservatioi  the  forest 
cuttings,  would  not  be  very  costly.  In  the  mort;  ainessible  \t  s  as  oppor- 
tunities offer,  it  would  Ixs  very  desirable  to  substitute  permanent  monu- 
ments of  some  simple  character  f(»r  the  dry  stone  pyramids  and  I  presume 
this  could  be  done  by  concert  with  the  public  authorities  in  the  adjoining 
United  States  territories.  The  obelisk  at  Point  Rolterts  should  Ih^  also 
duly  maintjiincd,  and  the  iron  pillars  on  the  western  section  of  the  line 
occasionall}'  painted.  By  these  simple  means  the  permanence  of  the  Boun- 
dary would  be  ensured.  Trusting  that  my  proceedings  will  meet  with  'our 
ap>prol)ation,  I  have  the  honour  to  l>e 

Your  Lordship's  most  olwdient  humble  servant 
J.  S.  HAWKINS 

Colonel  A'l.  Erujrs. 

11.  M.  Vommuaioner. 
The  Right  Honblo. 

The  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Aff'airs, 
iic.  tkc.  iic. 


Washinoson  D.C. 
1869. 

Meetings  of  the  Commission  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  to  ascertain 
and  mark  out  so  much  of  the  line  of  Boundary  between  the  British  Posses- 
sions and  the  United  States  described  in  the  First  Article  of  the  Treaty 
between  Her  Britannic  Majesty  and  the  United  States  of  America  dated 
15th  June  1846  as  lies  Iwtween  the  Rocky  or  Stony  Mountains  and  the 
Eastern  shore  of  the  Channel  which  separates  the  Continent  of  North 
America  from  Vancouver's  Island,  and  the  Commission  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States  to  carry  into  effect  the  first  Article  of  the  Treaty  aforesaid, 
held  at  the  office  of  the  United  States  Boundary  Commission,  Washington, 
District  of  Columbia,  U.S.  on  the  4th.  5th,  6th,  and  7th  May  1869. 
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scertain 
Posses- 
Treaty 
.  dated 
lui  the 

North 
b  of  the 

reaaid, 
ington, 


Present : 

John  Hutniiiertield  Hawkins,  Colonel  Ul.  Kn;  's.  llt-r  MajcNty's  C'otntniM- 
siontT  for  asouitainiiig  and  marking  out  the  lint*  of  Kouiiilary  from  the 
(M)int  on  the  Korty-ninlh  Parallel  of  North  I^ititudu  wIuto  the  Itoimdary 
laid  down  in  ••xistinjj  Tnfaties  and  Convontions  hetwpcn  (irt'at  liritain  and 
th»^  United  States  terminator,  to  the  |M)int  at  whiiOi  the  F.niy  ninth 
Parallel  of  North  liatitude  strikes  the  eastern  shore  of  the  (,'li.innel  which 
separates  the  Continent  from  Vancouver's  Islatid. 

Pamuel  Auder:ion,  Lieut :  Hoyid  Engineers,  Hvcretary  to  tiie  HritiHli 
Commission. 

ArehilMild  Cam|)l>ell,  Conimissioner  on  the  part  of  the  I'nited  States  to 
carry  into  etlect  tlie  hrst  Article  of  the  Treaty  of  the  l">ili  .1  luu'  IHK) 
Iwtween  the  United  States  an<l  Cin^at  Britain. 

tlohn  (1.  Paike,  Major  U.S.  HtiKineers  and  Bievet  .Major  (Jeneral  U.S.A. 
— Chief  Asti'onom(>r  and  Surveyor  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to 
carry  into  clTcct  the  Hrst  .Artic^le  of  tin-  Treaty  as  aforesaid. 

William  .1.  Warren  -Secretar'y  to  the  United  S  ates  Commission 

llohert  Wolseley  Haig,  Captain  lioyal  Artillery,  Chief  A-trononier  to 
the  itrilish  (vonnniasion — was  unable  to  attend  .he  meetings  of  (he  joint 
Commission  on  account  of  serious  illness. 

1.  The  astronomical  and  ^etKletical  determi'v.lions  of  the  several  astro- 
nomical stations,  and  of  the  points  on  the  yorty-ninth  Parallel  of  North 
Latitude  by  which  the  Boundary  has  been  iletined  bt^tween  its  western 
terminus  at  Point  Boberts  in  West  Longitude  1  ■_'.'<  'X  ,").T'  and  its  eastern 
terminus  on  the  watershetl  of  the  Rocky  .Mountains  in  west  loii>{itude  1 14 
3'  28"  agreed  upt»n  and  exchanged  in  Slay  IStJ.'J  between  Caj)tain  K.  W. 
Haif{,  B.A.  Chief  Aflroiiomer  of  the  British  Commission  and  (/.  Clinton 
'iartliier,  Assistant  Astrorwmer  and  Surveyor  to  \.\w  I'niied  States  ('i)n>- 
mission  having  betm  carefully  coin{)ared  and  i-orrecttd  are  finally  adopted  ; 
and  lists  of  them  are  countersigned  ('!)  and  hereunto  attaolicd. 

2.  Tlui  two  sets  of  seven  .Ma|)s  prepared  severally  by  the  respe(;ti\e  Com- 
missions upon  the  alstvo  named  data  on  a  scale  of  1:120,000  having  been 
careftdly  compared  and  countersigntd,  are  hereby  declared  to  represent  so 
much  of  the  Boundary  described  in  the  First  Article  of  the  Treaty  between 
Her  Britannic  Majesty  and  the  United  States  of  America  dated  l.')th  June 
184(>  as  is  cfunpristnl  between  the  intersection  of  the  watershed  of  the 
Rocky  Mountains  by  the  Forty-ninth  Parallel  of  North  Latitude  in  west 
longitude  1 14°  .'V  28' and  the  point  at  which  the  4'.tth  parallel  of  north 
latitude  strikes  the  Eastern  shore  of  the  Channel  which  separates  the  Con- 
tinent from  Vancouver's  Island  in  West  Longitude  12.T  3'  .^)3". 

3.  It  i"  agreed  by  the  Commissioners  that,  between  any  two  successive 
defined  points,  marked  on  the  ground  shown  on  the  mups,  and  .set  forth  in 
the  accompanying  lists,  the  line  of  Boundary  above  described  is  to  lie  under- 
stood to  l)e  a  right  or  straight  line  ;  and  that  this  rule  is  to  apply  through- 
out the  entire  Boundary  without  regard  to  the  distances  between  the  con- 
secutive points  or  to  the  course  of  the  parallel  in  such  intervals. 

J.  S.  HAWKINS, 
Colonel  Rf.  En;/rs., 

IJ.B.M.   Covnninsioiier. 

7th  May,  1869. 
Arciiihalu  Camphkll. 

U.  S.  Commissioner, 
«fcc.  ifcc.  itc. 

May  7th,  1869. 

Endorsed.  Copy  to  Mr.  Thornton  No.  190.  June  26th,  1869.  I.  In 
Colonel  Hawkins,  May  10th,  1869. 
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No.  1. 


Table  of  Astronomical  and  Geodetical  Stations  located  and  determined  by  the  United 
States  and  British  Commissions  from  which  the  49th  Parallel  of  North  Latitude 
was  defined. 

(To  accompany  Protocol  of  Proceedings  of  the  Joint  Comtnission  dated  WaBhington,  May  7th,  1869), 


Name  of  Points. 


Obelisk  ut  Initial  Point 

Camp  SeiiiialimiX)  Observatory   . . .  , 

British  Station 

Camp  Suinass  antj  Station 

Camp  Tuniuieahai 

Senehsai  Station 

Ensahkwatch  Station 

Camp  Chiloweyuck 

Camp  Chuclichehuin 

Camp  Skagi  t  

Roche  Station 

Camp  PaHnyten 

Naisnuloh  Station  ■ 

Camp  Similkameen  

Cam  J)  Osoyoos  and  Osoyixjs  Station . 

Camp  Newhoialpitkwn 

Inchuintum  Station  .   

Camp  StataiKwsten ....   

Camp  Columbia 

Fort  Shepherd  Station 

i'end  d 'Oreille  Stat  ..n 

Ivootenay  Mountain  Station 

Camp  Kootenay  West. 

Camp  Mooyie 

Yahk  SUtion 


Latitude  North. 


49°  00' 

4!)  00 

49  00 

49  01 

49  02 

49  00 

49  00 

49  00 

49  00 

49  00 

48  59 

48  59 

48  59 

48  59 

49  00 
48  69 

48  59 

49  00 

48  69 

49  00 
19  00 
49  00 

48  59 

49  01 
48  69 


Longitute  West 

of 

Greenwich. 


oc 

0" 

43 

1 

00 

0 

26 

8 

04 

9 

34 

3 

30 

0 

22 

2 

03 

7 

02 

3 

49 

8 

42 

6 

53 

i) 

12 

1 

09 

9 

04 

3 

58 

5 

10 

8 

60 

4 

00 

0 

03 

5 

13 

8 

66 

1 

26 

0 

66 

4 

123°  03' 

122  45 

122  37 

122  11 

121  47 

121  36 

121  30 

121  23 

121  16 

121  02 

120  39 

120  32 

120  00 

119  34 

119  24 

118  44 

118  28 

118  16 

117  37 

117  37 

117  21 

117  10 

116  31 

116  12 

116  38 


•0" 
■0 
•6 
•8 

4 

4 
•8 
•8 
•4 

2 
•8 
•8 
■8 

2 

0 
•5 
■3 
•6 
■8 

4 
•9 
•4 
•2 
•6 
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No.  1. — Table  of  Astronomical  and  Geodetical  Stations  located  and  determined  by  the 
United  States  and  British  Commissions,  etc. — C'onc/uded. 

(To  accum|>any  Protocol  of  Proceedings  of  the  Joint  ConiiniHHion  Hated  Washington,  May  7tli,  1869). 


Name  of  Points, 


Camp  Kootenay  Piast , 

Wigwam  Station .    

Gamp  Kisheni'hu 

Camp  Akamina  and  Station 


Latitude  North. 


48°  59'  44£" 

48  59  42  8 
4!»  00  028 

49  00  52  0 


LongitudeWest 

of 

CJreenwich. 


116"  11'  19  2" 

114  45  02  0 

114  21  090 

114  03  34  0 


SAMUEL  A.SDERSON,  J.  S.  HAWKINS, 

Lieut.  Royal  Engra.,  Cofonel  Rl.  Eiigrs., 

Secretary  for  Captain  Haig,  R.  A  ,  II.  B.  M.  Commissioner. 

Chie^  Astronomer.  7th  May,  1869. 

ARCHIBALD  CAMPBELL, 

U.  S.  Commissioner, 
(fro.     <{*c.     (t"c. 

May  7,  1869. 


Endorsed  ;  2, 

In  Colonel  Hawkins. 

May  10,  1869. 
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No.  2. 


i'ablb  of  Lonf^itudes  of  Monuments  marking  the  49th  Parallt' of  North  Latitude  to 
accompany  Procotol  of  Proceedings  of  the  Joint  Commiasi'.n  dated  Washington, 
7th  May,  1869. 


From  what  Station 
determined. 


Camp  Semiahmoo  Ob- 
servatory. 


Longitude  west 

of 

Greenwich. 


123 


03  530 

03  02-9 

02  12'7 

OU  42  !> 


Description 

of 

Mark. 


Obelisk. 
Iron  pillar. 


Location. 


llOn  west  faci'  of  Point  Rolierts. 

2;On  Hat  east  of  obelisk,  Point  Roberts. 

3|0n  rirlge. 

4  On  I'ust  side  of  Point  liolx-rts. 


British  Station. 


122 


43 
42 
41 
40 
3H 
37 
37 


.50!) 

20  5 

22 

7 

04 

1 

4.5 

5 

2fi 

9 

01 

(i 

Iron  pillar. 


10 
11 


Near  high-water  mark,  Seiniahmoo  Bay. 
On  fiiiiall  ridge  between  swamps. 
On  Hat  west  of  Ravine. 

II  II 

On  slo]»e  south  of  trail. 
On  first  bench  south  of  trail. 
Latitude  mark,  British  Station. 


British  Station. 


122 


3r. 
34 
33 
32 
31 
30 
29 
28 
27 
25 
24 
23 
22 
21 
20 
19 
19 


08- 
40  ■ 
27 
13- 
05 

o: 

37 
31 
19- 
04 
22  7 
05-9 
207 
47  li 
29 -4 
55  1 
08  9 


Iron  pillar. 


12k)n  flat  near  st/eam  and  south  of  trail. 

13  ()n  Hat  south  of  trail. 

14  On  lidge  south  of  trail  and  stream, 

15  On  flit  north  of  trail. 

1()  On  ridpe  west  of  Seh-ko-Hiehl  Creek. 

17  On  trjiil  crossing  line  west  of  Sekomehl  Creek. 

18  On  edge  of  slope  west  of  swamp  and  south  of  trail, 

19  On  lu'lt  of  tiinlMT  between  swamps. 

20, (hi  slightly  cleviited  ground  west  of  creek. 
21iOn  flat  south  of  trail. 

.Z;  II  II 

23  On  trail  crossing  boundary  line  east  side  of  cn^k. 

21  On  trail  crossing  line. 

25, On  flat  north  of  trail. 

2ti  On  west  side  of  swamp  and  north  of  trail. 

27  (hi  trail  crossing  line. 

28  On  east  side  of  small  lake. 


British  Station. 


122 


18 

00-6 

10 

291 

15 

04  ] 

14 

01  0 

12 

.55-2 

12 

4(i3 

11 

52-8 

Iron  pillar. 


29, On  hill  20  chains  east  of  trail  crossing  line. 
30  On  flat  north  of  trail  and  west  of  swamp. 


31 

32 
33 
34 
35 


On  top  of  hill  west  of  swamp  and  on  trail  cross- 
ing line. 
On  trail  crossing  line. 

On  Whatcom  trail  west  side  Sumass  River. 
On  east  side  .Sunia.ss  River. 
Latitude  mark,  Suiiiiuis. 


Sumass    Station     and 
Camp. 


122    11 


00-8 
027 
38-4 
.50-4 
217 
31  9 
26  0 
46-2 


Iron  juUar. 


36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 


On  mound  east  of  latitude  mark. 
On  Hat  east  of  stream. 
On  bench  west  of  stream. 

On  face  of  hill,  5  chains  from  base  and  near  trail. 
On  l>ench  above  rocky  precipice  east  of  trail. 
On  top  of  mountain  east  side  Sumass  prairie. 
On  bench  at  base  of  hill. 

On  de  Lacy's  trail,  Whatcom  to  Fort  Hope, 
crossing  line. 
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No.  2. — Table  of  Longitudes  of  Monuments  marking  the  49th  Parallel  of  North 

Latitude,  »fec. — Continued. 


isideof  croek. 


From  what  Station 
determined. 

Longitude  weHt 

of 

Greenwich. 

o                 f                It 

121    43    58' 1 

43    31  li 
42    56  3 

Description 

f)f 

Mark. 

i 

d 
'A 

Location. 

Camp  Tummeahai. 

Pyramid    of 

stones. 
II 

II 

44 

45 
46 

On  side  of  mountain  west  of  falls  of  creek. 
On  side  of  mountain  south  of  creek. 

Sen-eh-say  Station. 

121     35    28-4 

Pyramid    of 

stones. 

47 

On  east  side  of  Senehsay  River. 

Ensawkwatch  Station. 

121     30    21-2 
30    08-4 

Bench  mark 

Pyniniid    of 
stones. 

48 
49 

On  west  side  of  Knsawkwatch  River. 
On  east            n                           ii 

Camp  Chiloweyuck.          121    23    48  5 

23    110 

1 

Pyramid    <jf 
stones. 

50 
51 

On  west  side  of  Klahaihu  Valley.  • 
On  east            II 

Camp  Chuckchehum. 

121     18    57-3 

16    56-2 
16    41-4 

Pyramid    of 

stones. 

II 

52  East  of  and  near  trail  to  Ska/,it. 

53  West 

54  At  foot  of  mountain  south  of  camp. 

Camj)  Skagit. 

121    04    22  2 
02    20  6 

Pyramid    of 
stones. 
II 

55 

m 

Outside  of  mountains  west  side  of  Skagit  Valley. 
On  side  of  hill  east  of  Skagit  Valley. 

Roche  Station. 

120    39    47  2 
38    51-9 

Pyramid    of 

stones. 
II 

67 
58 

On  hill  side  west  of  station. 
On  hill  side  east  of  rivtr. 

Camp  Pasayten. 

120    32    29  3 
32    00  9 

Pyramid    of 
stones. 
II 

■59 
63 

On  slope  west  side  of  Pasayten  Valley. 
On  bench  east  of               m               k 

Naisnuloh  Station. 

120    00    46- 1 

68    38-7 

Pyramid    of 
stones. 

II 

01 

02 
63 

On  sharp  ridge  west  side  of  stream. 

East  and  near  to  stream. 
On  flat  east  side  of  stream. 

Camp  Similkameen  and 
Camp  Osoyoos. 

119    42    20  9 

40    .32  7 
39    60  6 

.37    45-9 
36    14  0 
33    24  0 
29    52  6 

28    480 

26    04-6 

Pyramid    of 

stones. 

II 

II 
It 

64 

05 

m 

07 
68 
09 
70 
71 

72 

At  f(X)t  of  mountains  west  side  Similkameen 

Valley. 
On  left  hank  of  Similkameen. 
On  summit  of  isolated  mountain  of  Similka 

meeti. 
East  of  and  near  trail  up  Similkameen. 
Onsummitof  ridge  east  of  trail  up  Similkameen. 
On  southern  sIo/kj  of  a  rfxiky  knoll. 
On  plateau  nortn  of  Similkameen. 
Near  divide  Iwtween  OsoyrMmand  Similkameen 

and  near  junction  of  trails. 
West  of  trail  up  west  bank  of  I^ake  OBoyoos. 

i 


M 
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No.  2. — Tablr  of  Longitudes  of  Monuments  marking  the  49th  Parallel  of  North 

T^atitude,  &c. — Continued. 


From  what  Station 
determined. 

Longitude  west 

of 

Greenwich. 

Description 

of 

Mark. 

O 

d 

Location. 

Camp     Osoyoos     and 

O                 1 

119    24 

n 

089 

pyramid    of 

73 

East  of  trail  uj)  east  bank  of  Lake  Osoyoos. 

Cam])    Newhoiali)it- 

stones. 

kwn. 

22 

.37  6 

u 

74 

Summit  of  first  ridge  east  of      h            n 

21 

26-4 

11 

75 

On  sjjur  from  mountain  to  the  north. 

IH 

581 

H 

76 

II                    II                    II 

17 

10-4 

„ 

77 

North  and  west  of  small  creek. 

14 

27  2 

„ 

78 

Soutli-east  of  Colville  trail. 

11 

56 -5 

II 

79 

North  of  Small  Lake. 

10 

18-4 

„ 

80 

On  first  bench  west  of  fork  of  Rock  Creek. 

9 

32  8 

„ 

81 

In  valley  of  fork  of  Rock  Creek,  west  bank. 

8 

028 

" 

82 

On  summit  east  of  fork  of  Rock  Creek. 

Gamp     Osoyoos     and 

6 

15  0 

Pyramid    of 

83;  On  rocky  ridge  east  of  Small  Lake. 

Newhoialpitkwn. 

stones. 

4 

36  0 

II 

84:  On  high  plateau  south  of  Rock  Creek. 

2 

54  9 

II 

85 

II                      II                      II 

1 

23  0 

n 

86 

II                                                        II                                                        M 

118    59 

33  6 

H 

87 

On  valley  east  of  wagon  road  to  Rock  Creek. 

Camp     Osoy<x>8     and 

118    56 

.58 -9 

Pyramid    of 

~^ 

On  summit  east  of  waggon  road  to  Rock  Creek. 

(18G9)  Camp  Nehoial- 

stones. 

pitkwn. 

55 

.58-2 

II 

89 

On  ridge  between  two  creeks. 

.55 

050 

II 

90 

On  same  ridge. 

53 

066 

M 

91 

II            II 

52 

26  6 

II 

92 

II            11 

51 

14  9 

It 

93 

On  iKjint  of  ridge  south  and  east  of  creek. 
In  valley  of  Nehoialpitkwn. 

48 

27-3 

II 

94 

4(i 

45-6 

" 

95 

On  point  of  ridge  in  bend  of  Nehoialpitkwn. 

45 

48-9 

" 

96 

II                         II                         II 

45 

12-6 

Mound   of 
earth. 

97 

At  foot  of  mountain  right  bank  of  Nehoial- 
l)itkwn. 

Camp     Nehoialpitkwn 

118    44 

13-8 

Pyramid    of 

1 
98  East  of  and  near  Colville  Trail. 

and  Inchuintum  Sta- 

stones. 

1 

tion. 

43 

24  6 

M 

99  In  open  country  east  of  Rock  Creek. 

42 

38 '4 

n 

100;            1.                    II 

41 

496 

ti 

101 

II                    II                    II 

40 

57-2 

II 

J  02 

At  northern  slope  of  mountains. 

39 

,51-5 

II 

103 

II                  II                  II 

38 

24  9 

u 

104 

On  sharp  ridge  between  heads  of  tributary  of 
Rock  Creek. 

36 

43-4 

" 

105'On  divide  between  Rock  Creek  and  Newhoial- 
1     pitkwn. 

;« 

43  0 

n 

106  On  summit  lietween  two  creeks. 

31 

28-4 

II 

107iOn  first  bench  west  of  Small  Creek. 

29 

48-7 

M 

108 

On  first  plateau  west  of  river. 

28 

40-8 

II 

109 

II                  II                II 

Inchuintum  Station 

118    27 

40  8 

Pyramid    of 

110 

In  valley  near  and  east  of  Colville  Trail. 

and  Camp  Statapoos- 

stones. 

ten. 

26 

326 

II 

111 

In  valley  of  Newhoilpitkwn  south  of  river. 

25 

38-2 

It 

112 

II                                               M                                              M 

24 

07  2 

II 

113 

II                                               II                                              11 

22 

18  6 

If 

114 

On  high  ridgo  south  of  river. 

21 

36  3 

It 

115 

II                        II 

18 

45-4 

ti 

116 

II                        II 

-        " 

16 

36  7 

It 

117 

On  north  slope  of  mountains  south  of  river. 

IV 
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No.  2. — Table  of  Longitudes  of  Monuments  raarking  the  49tl»  Parallel  of  North 

Latitude,  ifec. — Continued. 


a  Rock  Creek. 


d  to  Rock  Creek. 


8t  of  creek. 

|ehoialpitkwn. 
(I 
nk  of  Nehoial- 


of  tributary  of 
I  and  Newhoial- 


From  what  Station 
determined. 

Longitudi!  west 
Ort-enwicli. 

Dencri|)tion 

of 

Mark. 

o 

i 

Location. 

Camp  Statapoosten. 

O                    1                   11 

118     14    21  0 

Pyramid     of 
KtotieH. 

118 

On  jx)int  of  ridge  right  side  of  vall(>y. 

118     13    lit  1 

„ 

119 

In  valley  near  trail  to  CoIvIUh. 

11     r.(J  1 

„ 

120 

On  a  jf ravel  ridge  west  of  river. 

09    .W  2 

" 

121 

On   side  of   moiintiiiii  east  of  Nehoialiiitkwn 
River. 

09    260 

K 

122  On  hill  west  side  of  stream. 

0.5    1.5-8 

„ 

123  On  hill  l)etweon  streams. 

03    17  1 

„ 

124  On  slojie  between  streams. 

01    52  2 

„ 

125 

II                        II 

117    59    00  9 

„ 

12() 

On  side  (if  hill  between  streams. 

53    081 

„ 

127 

II                   II                   II 

45    49  5 

„ 

128 

II                   II                   II 

41    17  7 

ir 

\>^ 

II                   II                   ti 

38    49- 1 

11 

130 

On  hill  top  west  of  Camp  Columbia. 

37    36  2 

n 

131 

On  brink  of  hill  west  bank  Columbia  River. 

37    05-2 

II 

132 

Near  east  bank  of  river. 

Fort  Shepherd  Station. 


117    36    59-4 


Pyramid    of 
stones. 


Pend  d'oreille  R.  Sta- 
tion. 


117    21    52-9 

22    030 
22    54-8 


Pyramid    of 
stones. 


133  Near  east  bank  of  Columbia  River. 


13t)Jiatitude  mark,  Pend  d'oreille  Station. 

135  (hi  l)ench  west  side  of  river. 
134, On  high  ridge  west. 


Kootenay  Mountain 
Station. 


117    09    56  5 
08    .55  9 


Bench  mark 

Pyramid    of 
stones. 


137jOn  face  of  rock  ridge  east. 

138  On  bench,  west  side,  south  fork  Salmon  River. 


Camp  Kootenay,  West.  I     116    35    44  9 

31    05-9 


Pyramid    of 

stones. 


139  On  side  of  mountain  west  side  of  valley. 

140  On  brow  of  first  hill  right  bank  river. 


Camp  Mooyie,  Mooyie 
trail  monument. 


116    14    59  2  I  Pyramid    of 


stones. 


141 


On  trail  leading  from  the  north  to  Clielemta. 


Camp  Mooyie. 


116    12  22-3 

11  54 

11  25' 6 

11  24 


Pyramid    of 

142 

stones. 

,, 

143 

144 

145 

On  side  of  mountain  west  side  of  valley. 

Api>roximate  on  plateau  above  creek. 
On  left  bank  of  creek  close  to  wati-r. 
Approximate  on  high  bluff  west  bank. 


Yahk  Station. 


115    39 

46-5 

.39 

24-5 

39 

10  5 

:« 

29-5 

38 

028 

y  ram  id 

of 

1 

146 

8tone8. 

147 

II 

148 

It 

14!) 

11 

150 

146  On  west  side  of  river. 


Near  east  bank  of  river. 
On  hill  side  east  of  river. 


If 
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I 


From  what  Station 
determined. 


Lonffitude  west 

of 

Greenwich. 


Camp    Kootenay,    E., 

im. 


115    16  01  4 

11  11-2 

10  11  6 

3  287 


DeHcription 

of 

Mark. 


Pyramid    of 

stones. 


151 


162 


Location. 


On  oast  brink  ravine  beyond  which  the  moun- 
tftinH  rise. 

[On  right  bank  Kootenay  River. 
15.S  On  second  plateau,  left  bnnk  river. 
IM  At  foot  of  mountains  left  bank  small  creek. 


Wigwam  Station. 


114    45     161 
45    420 


Pyramid    of 
stones. 


156 
1.55 


Near  west  bank  of  river. 
On  hill  west  of  river. 


Camp  Kishenehu. 


114 

28 

02-5 

27 

0!t  4 

21 

17-3 

20 

53-9 

Pyramid    of 
stones. 


157  On  second  terrace  left  bank  Flathead  River. 

1,58  On  first  bench  •     'it  bank  n  n 

\C>'.)  Near  trail  entering  Boundary  Pass. 
160  On  left  bank  ofjKishenehu  Creek. 


Akamina    Camp    and 

Station. 


114    0.'5    28  41 


Pyramid    of 

stones. 


161 


On  the  Divide  of  the  Rocky  Mountains. 


SAMUEL  ANDERSON,  J.  S.  HAWKINS, 

Lieut.  Royal  Engrs.,  Colonel  Koycd  Engra., 

Secretary  for  Captain  Ilaig,  R.A.,  H.  B.  M.  Commissioner. 

Chief  Astronomer.  May  7  th,  1869. 


Endorsed  :  3. 

In  Colonel  Hawkins. 

May  10th,  1869. 


ARCHIBALD  CAMPBELL, 

U.  S.  Commissioner, 
Jtc.     &€.     (Sec. 

May  7th,  1869. 


Omitted.  First  meeting  of  the  Joint  Commission,  August  13th,  1858. 
See  enclosure  to  despatch  No.  3,  March  28th,  1859.  Hawkins  to  S.  of 
State. 

(Copied  from  Vol.  811.) 

Omitted.  Meetings  of  the  Joint  Commission  dated  6th,  7th  &  Hth 
November,  1860.  See  enclosure  1  in  desp.  No.  14  of  28th  March,  1861. 
Hawkins  to  U.  S.  of  State. 

(Copied  from  Vol.811.) 

Omitted.  Meetings  of  the  Joint  Commission  dated  16th,  18th,  19th, 
20th,  21st,  and  23rd  April,  1859.  See  enclosure  1  to  desp.  No.  6  of  31st 
May,  1859.     Hawkins  to  Secy,  of  State. 

(Copied  from  Vol.  811.) 
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F.  O.  1468, 

America, 

1865-71. 


which  the  moun- 


lathead  River. 


H.  M.  Boundary  Commission, 

New  York,  15th  May,  1869. 

My  LoRn, — In  the  2nd  paragraph  of  my  letter  of  the  10th  instant  re- 
porting the  closing  proceedingB  of  the  joint  Coinniiasiun  for  the  determin- 
ation of  the  Land  Boundary  between  the  British  Possessions  and  the 
United  States  under  the  Treaty  of  the  15th  June,  1846,  I  stated  upon  the 
completion  of  some  corrections  and  additions  to  the  maps  they  would  be 
conveyed  to  the  Foreign  Otfice  by  Lieut :  Anderson  R.E.  secretary  of  the 
Commission  to  be  disposed  of  as  your  Lordship  should  direct. 

2.  The  maps  consist  of  a  set  of  seven,  which  are  authenticated  by  the 
counter-signature  of  the  United  States  Commissioner  and  are  those  alluded 
to  in  the  2nd  article  of  the  closing  protocol ; — of  a  set  of  six  showing  the 
Boundary  upon  the  larger  scale  of  one  inch  to  a  mile,  which  would  be  of 
more  general  use  than  the  smaller  maps,  and  by  which  the  Boundary  marks 
and  forest  cuttings,  itc,  are  more  distinctly  shown  so  that  by  means  of 
them  the  points  on  the  Boundary  could  be  more  easily  identified  ;  of  an 
index  map  in  two  sheets ;  and  of  a  general  map  in  three  sheets,  showing 
the  whole  Boundary  from  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  to  the  Gulf  or  Straits  of 
Georgia,  which  was  compiled  from  the  best  data  at  our  command  wlien  it 
vas  prepared.  There  are  also  three  title  pages  for  the  two  sets  of  Bound- 
ary Maps  and  the  General  Map  making  21  sheets  in  all. 

3.  I  beg  respectfully  to  recommend  to  your  Lordship  that  the  whole  of 
these  maps  be  carefully  mounted  on  cloth  and  bound  together  as  the  official 
record  of  the  execution  of  so  much  of  the  Treaty  as  relates  to  the  Land 
Boundary.  I  have  directed  Lieut :  Anderson  to  have  an  index  sheet  of  the 
positions  of  the  Astronomical  Stations  and  Boundary  marks  piepared,  to  be 
bound  up  with  the  maps,  and  I  beg  also  to  suggest  that  one  or  two  sheets 
of  photographic  representations  of  the  Obelisk  at  Point  Roberts,  of  the 
stone  cairn  at  the  Eastern  terminus  of  the  Boundary  on  the  Watershed  of 
the  Rocky  Mountains,  and  of  the  cairns  atd  cuttings  at  several  intermediate 
points  be  bound  up  with  them,  for  which  object  1  have  desired  the  neces- 
sary preparations  to  be  made. 

4.  I  learn  from  Lieut :  Anderson  that  all  the  maps  were  photozinco- 
graphed  at  the  Ordance  Survey  Office,  Southampton,  before  being  brought 
by  him  to  this  country.  Copies  of  them  will  be  very  valuable  for  various 
purp  >ses  and  in  several  of  the  public  offices,  such  as  the  Foreign  and 
Colonial  Offices,  the  Topographical  Office,  and  for  use  in  the  Colony  of 
British  Columbia  ;  and  I  therefore  think  that  owing  to  the  alterations  above 
alluded  to  fresh  plates  of  at  least  the  joint  maps  will  be  necessary.  The 
cost  of  them  will  I  believe  not  be  very  large  ;  and  it  is  most  desirable  that 
the  copies  should  be  facsimiles  of  the  Authenticated  Maps.  The  additions 
to  the  index  and  general  Maps  are  of  less  importance,  but  of  them  too 
accurate  copies  are  to  be  preferred,  and  would  I  think  be  worth  the  expense. 

5.  A  very  interesting  representation  of  the  entire  Boundary  would  be 
obtaine<l  by  a  set  of  the  joint  maps  being  mounted  in  a  roll,  the  sheets 
being  joined  together  at  the  common  meridians  so  as  to  shew  the  continuous 
line  of  Boundary  and  the  curve  of  the  Parallel.  This  might  be  kept  with 
the  original  maps,  in  a  tin  case. 

6.  I  have  undertaken  to  recommend  to  your  Lordship  that  a  complete 
set  of  cfipies  of  the  British  maps  be  sent  to  the  State  Department  of  the 
United  States  for  deposit  with  their  own  original  maps,  as  a  complete 
record  of  our  joint  operations — to  which  I  hope  your  Lordship  will  be 
pleased  to  accede ; — and  I  venture  further  to  suggest  that  those  maps  be 
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also  mounted  and  bound.  Mr.  Campbell  the  U.S.  Commissioner  has  inti- 
mated his  intention  to  supply  us  with  copies  of  such  of  the  American  maps 
aH  nuiy  be  photographed. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  Lordship's  most  obedient 
humble  servant 


J.  S.  HAWKINS 

Colonel  Rl.  Engrs. 

H.  M.  Commiaaioiier, 


The  Ri«ht  Ilonble. 

The  .Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs 
»tc.  &c.  <fec. 


Etuiorsemeiit.  From  Col :  J.  S.  Hawkins  per  Lieut :  Anderson  R.  E. 
Reed,  by  Lieut:  Anderson  8th  June  1869.  Relative  to  maps  of  the  Land 
Boundary  between  the  British  Fossons.  &  United  States  under  Treaty  of 
15th  June  1846.  • 


F.  O.,  1468, 

America, 

18G5-71. 


North  American  Boundary  Commission 

Barbados  VV.L,  4th  June,  1869. 

Sir, — Tn  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  No.  30  dated  20th  August 
1862,  I  had  the  honour  to  suggest  that  upon  the  completion  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the  North  American  Boundary  Commission  (which  I  then  had 
reason  to  suppose  would  be  brought  to  a  much  earlier  close)  a  short  narra- 
tive of  them  should  be  printed  in  a  convenient,  accessible  and  cheap  form, 
sonietiiing  in  character  with  the  proceedings  &c.  of  various  Scientific 
Societies,  and  the  flora  of  some  of  the  Colonies  published  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Colonial  Office  and  the  direction  of  the  Superintendent  at  Kew.  I 
appear  to  have  made  some  subsequent  reference  upon  the  su'  ject,  as  on  the 
12th  May  1863  I  was  informed  by  you  that  before  determining  upon  the 
question  the  manuscript  of  the  Reports  &c.  should  be  submitted  to  the 
Controller  of  Stationery  with  the  view  of  obtaining  an  estimate  of  the 
probable  cost,  and  I  was  directed  to  put  myself  in  communication  with  the 
Controller  on  the  subject.  This  I  did,  and  a  gentleman  from  the  Stationery 
Office  called  at  the  Commission  (office  at  No  2  Victoria  Street,  but  he  was 
unable  to  say  positively  what  the  size  and  cost  of  a  book  of  the  kind  would 
be  from  the  materials  being  in  an  incomplete  state,  though  it  is  in  my 
recollection  that  he  thought  they  would  be  quite  moderate. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Commission  being  now  as  I  presume,  finally 
closed,  I  beg  permission  again  to  bring  the  question  under  the  consideration 
of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Amongst  the  Commission  records  there  are  some  valuable  papers  which 
ought  not  to  be  lost  sight  of,  vizt :  geological,  zoological,  and  botanical  re- 
ports prepared  by  the  scientific  oflicers  attached  to  the  Commission  which 
received  the  approval  of  eminent  authorities  in  the  several  branches  to 
whom  they  were  submitted  ;  with  zoological  and  botanical  catalogues  of  the 
collections  made  and  depo.sited  in  the  British  &  Kew  Museums ;  and  there 
are  also  9  lithographic  plates  of  interesting  zoological  objects  which  were 
prepared  at  the  British  Museum  while  the  collection  was  being  arranged 
and  catalogued  in  that  institution,  and  which  I  deposited  at  the  Topographi- 
cal Office  upon  the  Commission  Office  being  closed  to  await  any  future 
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action  that  might  he  taken.  I  proposed  also  to  furnish  meteorological  notes 
and  tabli'3  and  some  ethnological  notes  and  vocabularies,  which  Capt.  C.  W. 
Wilson  11. E.  the  original  secretary  to  the  Conimission  undertook  to  supply, 
and  which  it  is  likely  he  would  be  still  able  to  do  as  1  understand  he  is 
about  to  be  employed  in  London  at  the  Topographical  OtKcu.  I  intended 
to  preface  the  above  subjects  by  a  short  narrative  describing  the  operation 
of  the  Commission  ;  supplemented  by  notes  and  tables  of  astronomical  deter- 
minations and  positions,  limited  to  such  an  amount  of  detail  as  would 
exhibit  the  data  upon  which  the  demarcation  of  the  Boundary  line  depends. 
Sketch  maps  in  explanation  of  the  narrative  could  l)e  prepare*!  at  the 
Topograi)hical  Office  by  reduction  from  the  Commission  Maps,  at  small  ex- 
pense ;  and  the  book  would  be  greatly  improved  by  the  addition  of  a  few 
lithofiraphed  illustrations — say  about  six  or  eight — copied  from  photographs 
taken  by  the  Commission. 

The  additiim  of  magnetic  notes  and  tables  to  the  above  named  subjects 
might  depend  upon  the  opinion  of  the  president  of  the  Royal  Society  as  to 
their  isolated  value ;  but  I  Ijelieve  that  the  observations  taken  by  Captn. 
Haig  were  found  to  l)e  of  great  value  in  extension  of  former  observations. 
The  time  which  has  elapsed  since  the  question  of  publication  was  first 
entertained  and  the  dispersion  of  the  officers  attached  to  the  Commissiou 
somewhat  alter  the  means  available  for  preparing  and  editing  the  several 
subjects  ;  but  1  think  the  delay  will  not  have  made  them  less  valuable  and 
interesting.  Though  the  state  of  his  health  prevented  his  joining  me  in 
Washington  to  attend  the  closing  meetings  of  the  joint  Commission,  I  have 
reason  to  hope  that  Captn.  R.  W.  Haig  11.  A.  E.R.S.,  the  Chief  Astronomer 
to  the  Commission,  would  bo  quite  able  to  supply  the  narrative  of  our  pro- 
ceedings and  the  astronomical  notes,  and  to  compile  the  astronomical  tables 
tfec,  and  also  to  undertake  the  editorship  of  the  book  if  its  preparation 
should  be  authorized  by  Her  Majesty's  Government.  He  would  I  am  sure 
receive  all  possible  assistance  from  Captn.  Wilson  and  Lieut :  Anderson  who 
acted  as  secretaries  to  the  Commission  throughout  its  operations,  and  from 
any  other  of  the  officers  who  might  be  within  his  reach  ;  and  the  official  re- 
cords of  the  Commission,  which  are  very  complete,  are  at  his  command ;  and 
I  do  not  doubt  that  the  result  would  be  the  production  of  a  permanent  and 
valuable  record  of  an  important  and  international  undertaking. 

I  respectfully  submit  the  above  suggestions  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Secretary  of  State;  and  if  they  should  be  favorably  entertained,  I  l)eg  to  say 
that  Lieut :  Anderson  would  do  all  in  his  power  to  facilitate  communication 
with  and  assist  Captain  Haig,  whose  continued  ill-health  will  I  regret  to 
say  prevent  his  putting  himself  into  personal  communication  with  the 
Foreign  Office. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir, 
Your  most  obedient 

humble  servant 

J.  S.  HAWKINS 

Colonel  Rl.  Engrs. 

H.  M.  CommUaioner, 
The  Under  Secretary  of  State, 
Foreign  Office, 

Downing  Street. 

Endorsement :  Respecting  publication  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Bound- 
ary Comran.  under  the  Treaty  of  Washington  dated  15th  June  1846. 
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F.  O.  1468, 

Atnta'icu, 

1866-71. 


H.  M.  BouNDAUY  Commission, 

JUniiAiios,  W.I.,  oth  June,  18GI). 

Sir, — Upon  the  (liHsolution  of  the  Commission  for  the  (Jemarcation  of  the 
land  Boundary  in  North  Western  America  under  the  Treaty  of  Iflth  June 
184G  I  request  instructitms  as  to  the  disposnl  of  its  records. 

The  Avtrononiical  computations  ikc.  should  I  tliink  be  depo.-iited  in  the 
Royal  Ohstrrvatory  Greenwich,  us  in  the  case  of  the  Maine  Boundary  Coni- 
mif*sion  ;  to  which  I  presume  the  Astronomer  lloyiil  would  make  no  objec- 
tion. Tlie  otlier  records,  viz  :  correspondence,  dupUoate  accounts,  ifec.  are 
very  complete  and  ought  T  think  to  be  preserved.  I  therefore  beg  to  sug- 
gest thai  Lieut.  .S.  Anderson  II. E.  the  Secretary,  bo  directed  to  select  such 
only  of  the  papers  as  are  worth  retention  as  records  of  the  operations  under 
the  Treaty,  and  to  pack  them  away  in  one  or  more  of  the  metnl  lined  mulo 
boxes  in  which  they  have  hith-rto  been  kept,  which  might  then  be  storefl 
in  the  vaults  of  the  Foreign  Office.  The  useless  papers  should  bo  destroycid. 
Requesting  that  the  necessary  in.structions  may  bo  conveyed  to  Lieut:  And- 
erson at  Chatham  I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant 

J.  S.  HAWKINS 

Colonel  RE. 
II.  I/.  Commissioner. 
The  Under  Secretary  of  State, 

Foreign  Office,  Downing  Street. 


Etidm'semeMt.  Requesting  instructions  as  to  the  di.>=posal  of  the  records 
of  the  land  Iwundary  Commission  under  the  Treaty  of  Washington  dated 
15  June  1846. 


F.  0. 1468, 

America, 

1866-71. 


H.  M.  Boundary  Commission 

Barbados,  W.I.  7th  June,  1869. 

My  Lord, — I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  upon  my  return  from 
Washington  I  resumed  my  military  duties  at  this  place  on  this  day,  from 
which  date  inclusive  I  shall  cease  to  draw  any  salary  as  Boundary  Com- 
missioner. I  trust  that  the  report  of  my  recent  proceedings  at  Washington 
will  have  been  found  satisfactory  by  Her  Majesty's  Government  and  I  pre- 
sume that  the  Commission  for  the  demarcation  of  the  land  Boundary  in 
North  Western  America  under  the  Treaty  of  15th  June  1846  will  now  be 
dissolved.  As  therefore  the  services  of  the  several  executive  officers  will  no 
longer  be  required  upon  it,  your  Lordship  will  perhaps  think  it  expedient  to 
make  a  communication  to  that  effect  to  His  Royal  Highness  The  Field  Mar- 
shal Commanding-in-Chief  and  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War ;  and  as  no 
previous  recognition  has  been  made  of  them,  I  hope  it  will  be  in  your  power 
at  the  same  time  to  make  favourable  mention  of  the  zeal  and  ability  dis- 
played by  those  officers  in  the  prosecution  of  an  arduous  and  prolonged  service 
which  has  at  length  been  brought  to  a  successful  termination.  Their  names 
are:— Captn.  R.  W.  Haig  R.  A.  F.R.S.  Chief  Astronomer,  Major  C.  J. 
Darrah,  R.E.  Assistant  Astronomer,  Captn.  C.  W.  Wilson  R.E.  Secretary, 
Lieut :  S.  Anderson  R.E.  Assistant  Surveyor  and  Secretary  after  the  return 
of  the  Commission  to  England. 
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The  details  of  the  dutien  performed  by  the  various  officers  will  bo  found 
at  lenj,'th  in  the  varinus  reports  addressed  by  iiie  to  your  Ix)idship'8  pre- 
decessors during  the  progress  of  the  opentioiis,  and  [  have  now  only  to 
repeat  the  expression  of  the  sense  I  entertain  of  the  hearty  and  friendly 
co-operation  1  experienced  from  all  of  them  from  the  first  m  last.  In  con- 
clusion 1  venture  to  observe  that  some  mark  of  Her  Majesty's  approval 
upon  the  completion  of  our  labours  would  be  very  gratifviiii;  to  myself,  and 
to  the  officers  and  men  who  served  for  so  long  a  period  under  my  com- 
mand. 

I  have  the  lionour  to  be, 

Your  [jordship's  most  oljedient 
humble  servant 

J.  S.  HAWKINS 

Colonel  Jil.  tingra. 

II.  M.  Cumniiaaionor. 
The  Right  Honble; 

The  Secretary  of  State 
&c.     ifec.     (fee. 

Foreign  Office. 

Endorsement.  From  Col  :  J.  S.  Hawkins  R.E.  H.M.  Boundary  Commis- 
sioner, harbadof  7th  June  1869  by  Mail  Steamer  Received  June  29th  '69. 
Reporting  return  of  Col:  Hawkins  from  Washington,  and  the  completion  of 
duties  under  the  Commission  for  the  demarcation  of  the  land  Boundary 
under  the  Treaty  of  June  15th  1846. 


F.  O.  1468, 

Ainerioiv, 

ItWS-Tl. 


north  amerjcan  land  hot'ndauv  commission. 

Royal  Engineeks  Estahlishment, 

Chatham,  July  22,  1869, 

SiH, — I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  I  deposited  with  Mr. 
Hertslet  at  the  Foreign  Office  on  the  17th  inst  :  the  series  of  Map.i  of  tfie 
Nortfi  American  Boundary  Conmiission  amounting  in  all  to  21  sheets,  that 
had  been  left  in  my  charge  for  the  purpose  of  making  certain  alterations 
and  additions  tliat  had  been  noted  during  the  verification  of  the  series  with 
the  American  Maps  at  Washington.  The  corrections  required  have  been 
made  to  all  the  maps  except  the  series  bearing  the  signatures  of  Colonel 
Hawkins  and  the  American  Commissioner,  which  are  the  joint  maps  of  the 
Commission. 

The  corrections  and  additions  required  to  make  the  joint  maps  agree  with 
the  American  maps  have  not  been  made,  as  Mr.  Hyrgne  instructed  me  to 
make  no  alterations  in  the  maps,  over  the  .signatures  of  the  Commissioners. 
A  list  of  the  corrections,  ifec,  required  is  forwarded  herewith,  as  a  record  of 
errata  and  addenda  to  be  referred  to  wheneve"  the  maps  are  consulted.  I 
beg  to  add  that  the  American  Commissioner  in  onler  to  save  time,  signed 
our  maps  subject  to  the  corrections,  then  only  made  in  pencil  on  the  maps, 
being  properly  made  in  ink  on  our  return  to  this  Country,  and  the  list  of 
corrections  required  as  per  accompanying  list,  mentioned  above,  was 
prepared  in  the  presence  of  the  American  Chief  Astronomer.  Accompanying 
the  series  of  maps  in  Mr.  Hertslet's  charge  are  two  extra  sheets  one  being 
a  list  of  astronomical  stations  and  Boundary  monuments  and  the  other 
a  collection  of  Photographic  views  illustrating  the  Boundary  cuttings  and 
monuments  thus  making  23  sheets  in  all. 
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In  compliance  with  the  instructioiia  conveyed  to  me  in  your  letter  of 
the  6th  inst :  enclosing  Colonel  Hawkins'  letter  to  you  of  June  fith  I  have 
banded  over  to  the  AHtronoiner  Uoyal  the  Astronoiuicai  and  Surveying 
recordH  of  the  Commission. 

I  have  selected  auch  records  as  should  be  preserved  in  the  Foreign  Office 
and  are  of  such  a  form  as  they  can  be  bound  in  books,  and  propoHe  to  retain 
them  pendins}  reference  to  the  Stationery  (Miice  concerning  publication,  on 
which  subject  I  have  to  day  received  instructions  from  Mr.  Atway.  The 
books  of  the  Commission  as  detailed  in  list  2,  forwarded  herewith  have 
been  packed  in  a  box  by  themselvos,  and  I  propose  to  forward  them  by 
rail  to  the  Foreign  Office  addressed  to  the  Librarian.  The  other  records  of 
the  Commission  being  now  useless  will  be  destroyed  according  to  Colonel 
Hawkins'  wishes. 

I  have  the  honour  to  he. 

Sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

S.  ANDERSON,  Lieut.  Ji.E., 

Secretary,  N.A.B.  Commiaaion. 
The  Right  Honourable 

Edmund  Hammond,  C.B. 

Under  Secretary  of  State, 
Foreign  Office. 

Endorsement  : — Reporting  proceedings,  list  of  corrections  to  be  noted  in 
maps  and  books  forwarded  to  the  Foreign  Office. 


r.  0. 1468, 

America, 

1866-71. 


Enclosure  No  1. 

List  of  corrections  and  additions  required  to  be  made  to  the  joint  maps 
of  the  British  North  American  Land  Boundary  Commission,  in  order  to 
make  the  British  maps  agree  axactly  with  the  American  maps  ;  the  maps 
were  compared  ivt  Washington  in  May  1869. 


Sheet  \. 

Add  various  streams,  trails,  «kc.,  as  shown  in  pencil,  and  write  the 
following  names : — 

1  Point  Garry. — 2  Point  Pelly  -  3  Westham  Island. — 4  Cowitchin,  site 
of  Indian  Village  to  be  marked, — "  North  Channel. — G  New  Westminster, 
site  to  be  marked. — 7  Pitt  Riv  r.  -8  Manson  Island. — 9  Barnston  Island. — 
10  Kaitze,  mark  site  of  Indian  Village, — 11  Derby,  mark  site. — 12 
McMillan  Island. — 13  Mark  site  of  Fort  )  (  and  town  and  write  name 
Fort  Langley. — 14  Crescent  Island. — 15  Kwo-tis-alick  Creek.  Wnue 
Chiloweyuck  River  as  on  Sheet  2. — 16  Obelisk. — 17  Cheahwassen  Indian 
Village. — 18  Simiahmoo  Bay. — 19  Parallel  Station. — 20  Drayton  Harbour. 
—21  Birch  Point.— 22  Birch  Bay.— 23  Tahtaloo  Creek.— 24  Callam 
Creek. — 25  Conlahm  Creek. — 26  Sumass  River,  twice. — 27  Gulf  of  Georgia. 
— 28  Nooksahk  River. — 29  Trail  from  Whatcom.  To  be  put  in  some 
swampy  features  along  Parallel,  «fec.,  from  Strip  map.  Work  up  vicinity  a 
little.     Correct  features  by  reference  to  strip  map  ;    or  as  penoellcJ  at  : — 

3rd  Monument  west  of  122"  40' 

2nd  "         east  of  122°  35' 

Ist  "  west  of  122°  SO'  and  alter  hill  features  to  match. 

Centre  monument  between  122°  25'  k,  30'. 

Trail  east  of  122°  25'. 

Position  of  Lake  in  122°  20'  relatively  to  Mountains.  Position  of  small 
hill  west  of  122°  15'.      Bend  of  Sumass  River  on  Parallel,  so  as  to  pass 
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bptwoen  two  inonutneRto.  Correct  Mpulling  of  Chilowoyuck  Depot.  30. 
Tilbury  iNland.  31.  Aniiaeis  Island.  32.  Boun<iftr\  May.  Note.  The 
NoolcHalik  River  is  pencilled  in  full  'jviiie,  and  ihouid  be  penned  in  well 
within  the  pencil  marks. 

Sheet  2. 

To  strengthen  some  of  the  names. 
To  njiirk  Hkagit  Cache  (")  plainer. 

do  Huniniit  Cache. 

Alter   po.sition   of  8tri>am   lietween    '  at  Pasayten  in  accordance  with 
strip  map.     To  strengthen  some  of  the  principal  creeks  in  all  the  maps. 
To  -strengthen  W.  monument  at  Skagit. 
Add  word  "  lloche  "  to  Station. 


be  noted  in 


Sheet  3. 

Alter  po.sition  of  stream  between  monuments  at  Pasayten,  as  in  sheet  2. 
Make  slight  alteration  of  west  aide  of  Lake  Osoyoos  on  Parallel  in  accord- 
ance with  Strip  map. 

Alti^i  trails  between  2n(i  and  3rd  monuments  west  of  Osoyoos  and  add 
trail  to  Lake,  from  Strip  map. 

Alter  stream  to  east  side  of  2nd  monument,  from  east  sheet  line,  as  in 
Strip  map,  and  strengthen  features  on  both  sides  of  gorge,  especially  east 
side,  but  Sheet  4  preserve  uniformity  between  Sheets  3  and  1. 

Sheet  4. 

Make  similar  alteration  to  stream  between  2nd  and  3rd  monuments 
from  West  Sheet  line,  as  on  Sheet  3.  The  monument  at  N.E.  end  of 
Haig's  pond  is  close  to  the  pond,  as  shown  in  Strip  map.  Position  of  Pond 
to  be  altered  accordingly.  Write  name  Haig's  Pond  in  small  italics.  The 
first  monument  east  of  119°  5'  Meridian  is  more  on  crest  of  hill.  Alter- 
stream  to  west  side  of  1st  monument  Ea«t  of  lli^"  meridian,  as  shewn  in 
Strip  map.  Alter  feature  at  centre  monument  between  118"  20' and  25' 
so  as  to  shew  it  on  ridge.  Alter  feature  on  monument  118"  .^'  IG"  so  as 
to  shew  it  on  hill  top.  Write  name  "  Haig's  Pond  "  in  small  italics,  on 
parallel  between  119°  5'  and  10'.  Write  name  "Little  Dalles  "  on  Columbia 
River. 

Sheet  5. 

Alter  feature  west  of  117°  45',  so  as  to  shew  monument  on  ridge.    Shade 

out  the  hill  on  117"  40'  on  Parallel.      Mark  site  of   Fort  Shepherd  ) (  on 

west  side  of  River.       Write  "  Kootenay   River  "in   italics  Capitals,  same 
size  as  on  Sheet  6. 

Sheet  6. 


I! 


! 

ft. 


Alter  River  so  as  to  run  between  2nd  and  3rd  Monuments  from  West, 
see  Strip  map.  Yahk  Station.  Write  Tobacco  River,  in  italics,  a,s  ^,n 
Sheet  7.  Shew  position  (^)  and  write  U.S.  Cache.  Kootenay  River  in 
same  character  as  on  Sheet  7.  Place  additional  monument  on  east  side  of 
Mooyie  River,  even  if  a  little  out  of  Longitude,  touching  bank  of  River. 

Sheet  7. 


Shew  (°)  of  U.S   Cache    115°    10'   as  on  Sheet  6.      Alter   river   and 
features  at  Wigwam  station  in  accordance  with  Strip  map.     Continue  trail 
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on  east  side  of  Flathead  River  at  both  ends.  Erase  eastern  branch  of 
Stream  at  E.  Kootenay  Monument,  east  of  115°  5'.  Write  Rocky 
Monuments  twice,  in  block  Roman. 

True  copy  from  original  list  prepared  by  Col :  Hawkins,  R.E. 

S.  ANDERSON, 

Lt.  R.E. 

List  2. 

Books  belonging  to  the  North  American   liand  Boundary  Commission, 
transmitted  to  the  Foreign  Office  on  the  close  of  the  Commission. 
3  Copies  of  British  Association  Catalogues  : — Part  1. 
Richardson's  North  American  Zoology 

II  II  II  Fauna  Pare  2 

II  II  II  Zoology  II     4 

Bagay's  Logarithms  2  volumes 

Owen's  Geological  Survey  of  Wisconsin  itc.  Illustrations. 
Beeche's  fieological  Observer. 
Dana's  Mineralogy 
Woodward  Recen*^;  and  Fossil  Shells 
Phillip's  Geology 

2  Copies  Bailey's  Astronomical  Tables  &  Formulae. 
Galbraith's  Surveying  k.  Engineering 
2  Copies  Babbage's  Ijcjgarithms. 
Vol.  XT.   Piicitic  Railroad  report. 
Shad  well  on  Chronometers. 

2  Copies  Shadwell  Occupation  Tables. 
Pictet's  Pahvontologie  4  Vols  <fe  Atlas. 
Raper's  Practice  of  Navigation. 

3  12-ypar  Catalogues. 

2  Copies  of  Greenwich  Appendices. 

3  six-year  Catalogues. 

10  Five  figure  logarithm  Books 

Undorseme^U  :  2     In  Lieut:    Anderson's  July  22nd,  1869. 
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America 

1865-71. 


Royal  Engineers  Office 

Barbados,  W.I. 

10th  August,  1869. 

Sir, — I  was  very  sorry  to  learn  from  Lieut  :  Anderson  R.E.  that  in 
conseijuente  of  a  technical  objection  to  making  any  alterations  to  th<*  Maps 
delineating  the  Boundary  in  North  Western  America  under  the  Trea.  of 
15th  June  1846  after  tlioir  counter  signature  by  the  United  States  Com- 
missioner and  myself,  by  instructions  from  Mr.  Bergne  he  has  been  pre- 
vented having  a  few  trifling  corrections  made  and  some  names  added  to  the 
maps  prior  to  delivering  them  over  to  the  Foreign  Office.  I  the  more 
regret  it,  as  this  contretemps  might  liave  been  avoided  by  very  simple  pre- 
cautions had  I  foreseen  it,  which  I  admit  I  perhaps  ought  to  have  done.  I 
beg  to  explain  that  the  Britisli  and  American  maps  were  fteparately  aud 
very  carefully  compared  by  myself,  and  by  the  United  States  Chief  Astrono- 
mer ;  and  the  only  discrepancies  of  the  slightest  importance  were  found  to 
be  in  the  position  of  three  or  four  of  the  Boundary  monuments  on  our 
Maps,  which  were  caused  by  the  monuments  having  been  inserted  on  the 
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maps  by  their  values  as  derived  from  the  astronomical  determinations  of 
the  joint  Commission,  as  the  last  process,  it  was  done  in  fact  while  we  were 
in  \Vashinf;;ton  ;  and  the  discrepancies  were  altogether  due  to  slight  errors 
of  topof<rapliy  caused  by  the  double  process  of  making  the  preliminary 
tracings  and  then  transferring  the  features  to  the  maps,  which  on  thesnmll 
sca'o  '^f  the  maps  affected  the  relative  position  of  the  monuments  on  their 
being  afterwards  plotted.  In  one  case  two  monuments  were  shown  on  the 
same  instead  of  opposite  sides  of  a  stream,  and  in  others  they  did  not  fall 
accurately  upon  features  which  had  been  selected  as  suitable  positions  for 
them.  I  furthei  found  that  more  names  had  been  put  upon  the  American 
niiips  than  h  d  been  shown  upon  the  tracings  nreviously  agreed  upon,  to 
which  there  was  no  objection,  and  which  did  not  in  the  least  aflfect  the 
Boundary;  but  T  thought  it  desirable  and  wished  to  assimilate  the  two  sets 
of  maps  as  much  as  possible,  and  tlierefore  noted  them  for  addition  to  our 
maps,  as  well  as  the  topographical  discrepancies  on  the  Boundary  for  cor- 
rection. When  signing  the  maps  it  was  verbally  agreed  upon  and  distinctly 
understood  that  the  corrections  and  additions  noted  by  me  were  to  be  made 
on  the  British  Maps,  which  would  then  be  as  nearly  facsimiles  of  the 
American  Maps  as  such  elaborate  drawings  in  different  styles  made  3,000 
miles  apart  could  well  be  expected  to  be  I  T  miglit  have  had  what  was 
requisite  done  in  Washington,  but  we  wished  to  have  it  done  by  our  own 
draftsmen  ;  and  owing  to  the  infrecjuency  of  communication  with  this  place 
the  delay  miglit  have  kept  me  anothi-r  month  in  America.  Or  I  might 
have  obtained  the  United  States  Commissioner's  signature  to  a  list  of  the 
corrections  Ac.  to  be  made,  and  this  precaution  1  am  very  sorry  I  did  n  • 
think  of  and  take.  I  was  aware  that  some  correction  to  be  made  on  •..  j 
British  maps  was  noted  in  the  final  protocol  of  the  Maine  Boundary  Com- 
mission :  but  that  I  think  affected  the  number  and  position  of  tlie  monu- 
ments defining  the  line  ;  whereas  in  this  case  the  demarcation  of  the 
Boundary  is  quite  right  and  only  slight  errors  of  drawing  require  correction, 
I  therefore  thought  that  any  formal  mention  of  them  in  the  protocol  would 
be  quite  out  of  place.  I  may  add  that  the  topography  was  verified  by 
reference  to  the  larger  scale  map  prepared  by  us,  which  was  made  entirely 
from  our  own  original  data  and  would  be  used  in  correcting  the  features  of 
the  joint  map  in  the  cases  and  to  the  small  extent  alluded  to. 

Under  the  above  circumstances  I  trust  that  the  requisite  corrections  and 
additions  note:'  by  myself  prior  to  signature,  and  agreed  to  by  my  colleague, 
will  be  permitt.i;d  to  be  macie.  The  former  are  of  real  importance  to  the 
accuracy  of  the  maps  as  delineating  the  Boundary,  which  would  lie  very 
imperfectly  done  by  attaching  a  n"te  of  the  errors  to  the  maps  ; — and  the 
latter  would  not  afle<t  the  authenticity  of  the  maps  in  the  sliglitest  degree, 
but  merely  make  them  more  full  and  complete  and  coincident  with  the 
American  maps.  Or  even  now  the  United  States  Commissioner's  signature 
to  a  list  of  the  alteratioi.s  to  be  made  might  be  obtained,  which  I  feel  sure 
would  not  be  withheld  ;  and  if  that  alternative  be  adopted,  it  would  be 
necessary  for  Lieut :  Anderson  to  send  me  a  list  for  submission  to  Mr. 
Campbell,  or  time  might  be  saved  by  his  communicating  on  my  l>ehalf  with 
the  Secretary  to  the  American  Commission. 

I  had  hoped  that  fresh  photozincographic  plates  of  the  corrected  maps 
would  be  taken,  that  copies  of  the  maps  supplied  to  the  Colonial  Office  &c. 
might  accurately  shew  the  BootiJary,   which  would  not  be  done  by  copies 
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taken  from  the  original  plates  (which  moreover  do  not  shew  the  mounments 
on  the  line) ;  and  as  before  said,  attaching  an  erratum  to  the  uncorrcicted 
maps  would  be  a  very  clumsy  expedient. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir, 

Your  most  obedient 

humble  servant 


The  Under  Secretary 
of  State 

Foreign  Office, 
Downing  Street. 


J.  S.  HAWKINS 

Colonel  Rl.  Engineers. 


F.  0. 1468, 
America, 
No.  34. 

From  Mr 
Fish,  Jan. 
1870. 


Endorsement.  P>'om  Colonel  J.  S.  Hawkins  Royal  Engineers  Barbados, 
W.I.  10th  August  1C69.     By  Royal  Mail  Steamer.    Received  Sept.  1. 

Respecting  corrections  to  maps  of  the  Boundary  in  North  Western 
America,  under  the  Treaty  of  ISth  June  1846.   ■ 


Washington, 

January  25th, 


1870. 


My  Lord, — With  reference  to  Your  Lordship's  despatch  No.  344  of  the 
1^1  16th  ultimo,  I  have  the  honour  to  inclose  copy  of  a  note  wj^ich  I  have 
received  from  Mr.  Fish,  and  in  which  he  expresses  his  readiness  to  sign 
with  me  the  Declaration  aa  amended  by  Your  Lordship  approving  and 
adopting  the  maps  prepared  by  the  joint  Commission  for  surveying 
and  marking  the  Boundaries  between  the  British  possessions  and  the 
United  States  along  the  49th  Parallel  of  North  Latitude  to  the 
middle  cf  the  channel  which  separates  the  continent  from  Vancouver's 
Island — I  shall  therefore  take  an  early  opportunity  of  carrying  out  Your 
Lordship's  instructions  on  this  matter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  highest  respect 

My  Lord 
"5.  our  Lordship's  most  obedient 

humble  servant 


EDWARD  THORNTON. 


The  Earl  of  Clarendon  K.G. 
kc.     kc.     kc. 


Endorsement.  1870  Washington  Janry  25.  Mr.  Thornton  No.  34  Reed. 
Feb.  5  by  Messenger  to  New  York.  N.W.  Boundary  Maps.  Mr.  Fish  will- 
ing to  sign  declaration  as  amended  by  Lord  Clarendon. 


F.  0. 1468, 
1865-71. 


From  Mr, 
Thornton 


Draft  to  Col :  Hawkins  R.E. 
Pomona  House 

Great  Malvern 


Foreign  Office, 

August,  22nd,  1870. 


Sir, — I  am  directed  by  Earl  Granville  to  transr'Ii.  io  yoj  '^^  r  your 
N'°S39"t  1  P®''*i8al  the  accompanying  Dispatch  from  H.  M's  Mi»  istor  a'.  V-  abiiington 
29°"i87o'  in*  ^  bv  which  vou  will  see  that  the  American  Government  assent  to  the  inser- 


.,,  1870,  in 
original. 
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tion  in  the  signed  maps  of  the  Boundary  along  the  49th  parallel,  of  all  the 
additions  specified  in  the  lists  prepared  in  Octolxr  last  by  Lieut:  Ander- 
son at  your  direction  with  the  exception  of  two,  one  of  which  they  object 
to  wholly,  the  other  they  are  prepared  to  accept  on  condition  that  a  further 
description  be  added  to  it.  Lord  Granville  requests  you  will  be  good 
enough  to  favour  him  with  your  opinion  whether  what  is  proposed  by  the 
American  Government  may  be  assented  to,  and  the  question  closed.  If  so, 
His  Lordship  presumes  that  the  maps  had  better  be  sent  to  you  or  Lieut : 
Anderson  at  Chatham  to  be  completed. 

O. 


F.  O.  1468 
America. 


NoHTH  American 

BouNDA".Y  Commission 

Topographical  Office, 

4  New  Street, 

Spring  Gardens, 
22nd  September,  1870. 

Sir, — Til  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  22nd  August  giving  cover  to  Des- 
patch No :  339,  20th  J'lly,  from  Her  Majesty's  Minister  at  Washington, 
and  copies  of  other  corre8pind«»:ice  respecting  proposed  additions  and  cor- 
rections to  the  signed  inaps  of  the  Land  Boundary  between  British  and 
United  States  territories  along  the  49th  Parallel  west  of  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains, I  have  the  honour  to  state  for  the  information  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  that  there  is  no  objection  whatever  to  the  modiiications  in  the  lists  of 
corrections  furnished  by  me,  proposed  by  the  American  Government ;  viz  : 
to  describe  the  "  Obelisk  "  on  the  Eastern  shore  of  the  Gulf  of  Georgia  (No. 
16.  Sheet  1)  as  the  "initial  point,"  and  to  omit  the  name  "  Boundary  Bay  " 
(No  :  32  on  the  same  sheet).  I  beg  permission  to  remark  that  the  United 
States  Commissioner  appears  to  attach  some  importance  to  designating 
the  obelisk  as  the  "  initial  point,"  from  its  being  the  point  of  separation 
between  the  land  and  water  lK)undaries ;  but  though  it  is  the  point  where 
the  49th  parallel  strikes  the  eastern  shore  of  the  Gulf  of  Georgia  it  is  not 
specially  alluded  to  in  the  Boundary  Treaty.  As  however  its  being  "o 
called  can  have  no  adverse  effect  upon  the  settlement  of  the  still  open  ques- 
tion of  the  water  Boundary,  there  can  be  no  objection  to  acceding  to  the 
wishes  of  the  Commissioner.  With  regard  to  "  Boundary  Bay,"  I  was  not 
before  aware  that  any  objection  was  entertained  to  so  harmless  and  suita- 
ble a  name.  I  think  it  was  adopted  from  the  Admiralty  chart  of  the 
survey  made  by  the  present  Hydrographer,  and  the  bay  will  probably  con- 
tinue to  be  known  by  it  notwithstanding  its  omission  on  the  Boundary  map. 
There  really  can  be  no  greater  objection  to  it  than  to  the  numerous  other 
names  in  the  same  locality  given  by  English  and  American  discoverers  and 
surveyors. 

This  arrangement  will  probably  close  the  question  ;  and  it  would  appear 
necessary  to  make  a  communication  to  that  effect  to  the  American  Govern- 
ment, that  the  word  "  obelisk  "  may  be  added  to  the  United  States  Map. 
From  the  notes  made  upon  the  lists  it  would  also  appear  to  be  intended  to 
make  some  slight  alterations  on  the  American  maps  in  conformity  with  the 
corrected  British  maps.  As  Lieut ;  Anderson  does  not  possess  facilities  at 
Chatham  for  correcting  the  maps  and  it  will  also  be  necessary  to  correct 
and  complete  the  zincograph  plates  which  are  now  in  this  office,  to  strike 
off  the  required  number  of  impressions  to  mount  and  bind  the  original  maps 
for  deposit  in  the  Foreign  Office,  and  to  bind  a  complete  set  of  the  copies 
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for  transmission  to  the  United  States  Government  r*jid  perhaps  also  some 
other  sets  for  use  and  reference  in  the  Foreign  ard  Colonial  Offices  and  in 
the  Colony  itself  without  the  necessity  of  applying  to  the  originals,  I  have 
the  honour  to  suggest  that  all  this  work  can  bj  best  done  in  the  Topogra- 
phical Office,  the  present  Director  of  which  is  Captain  C.  W.  Wilson,  R.E., 
who  was  Secretary  to  the  Boundary  Commission  throughout  its  active 
operations,  and  besides  being  intimately  acquainted  with  the  whole  subject 
would  take  great  interest  in  the  completion  of  the  Commission  records,  in 
communication  with  Lieut :  Anderson  and  myself.  Captn.  Wilson  would 
render  acco\mts  for  the  necessary  expenditure  in  the  same  way  as  for  any 
other  work  performed  by  him  for  the  Foreign  Office.  If  this  suggestion  is 
approved  of,  the  maps  &c,  now  at  the  Foreign  Office  should  be  sent  to 
Captn.  Wilson  at  this  Office — together  with  the  zincograph  copies  of  the 
United  States  maps  which  I  understand  to  have  been  received  from  the 
American  Govt.  I  herewith  return  Despatch  No.  339  29th  July  1870  from 
Her  Majesi    ..  Minister  at  Washington 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient 

humble  servant 

J.  S.  HAWKINS, 

Colonel  R.E. 
The  Under  Secretary  of  State 
Foreign  Office 

Downing  Street. 

Endorsement.  1870  London  2'2nd  September  Colonel  Hawkins  R.E. 
Boundary  Commissioner  1  Enclosure.  Received  Sept.  22.  By  Messenger. 
Report  upon  proposed  alteration  to  British  maps  of  Boundary  in  North 
West  America  under  Treaty  of  15th  June  1846. 
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Draft- 
William  R. 
Lord  Durham, 
No.  12. 


Foreign  Office,  Novr.  13th,  1835. 

My  Lord, — I  transmit  to  your  excellency  the  accompanying  copies  of  a 
letter,  and  its  enclosures,  received  from  the  Governor  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  complaining  that  the  Kui^sian  Authorities  on  the  North  West 
Coast  of  America,  have  interfered  with  an  expedition  fitted  out  under  the 
directions  of  the  Company  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  settlement,  ten 
leagues  up  the  Stikine  River  in  about  56°  40'  North  Latitude  and  that  the 
Compy.  have  in  consequence  sustained  a  loss  of  about  ,£22,000.  The  rights 
of  the  Crowns  of  England  and  Russia  on  the  North  West  Coast  of  America, 
are,  as  your  excellency  is  aware  defined  in  a  Treaty  concluded  at  St.  Peters- 
bur^h  on  the  16-28  February  1825,  of  which  I  enclose  a  copy  for  more  easy 
reference.  "  Thfi  sixth  article  of  that  Treaty  stipulates  that  the  subjects  of 
"  His  Britannic  Majesty  from  whatever  quarter  they  may  arrive,  whether 
"from  the  ocean  or  from  the  interior  of  the  continent,  shall  forever  enjoy 
"  the  right  of  navigating  freely  and  without  any  hindrance  whatever  all 
"  the  Rivers  and  Streams  which  in  their  course  towards  the  Pacific  Ocean 
"  may  cross  the  line  of  demarcation,  upon  the  line  of  Coast  described  in 
"  Article  Til  of  the  present  Convention. 

Tiie  7th  Article  stipulates  that  "  For  the  space  of  10  years  from  the 
"  signature  of  the  present  convention,  the  vessels  of  the  two  powers,  or  those 
"  bf^longing  to  their  respective  subjects,  sliajl  mutually  be  at  liberty  to  fre- 
"  quent  without  any  hindrance  whatever  all  the  inland  Seas,  the  Gulphs, 
"Havens  and  Creeks,  on  the  Coast  mentioned  in  Article  III  for  the  pur- 
"pose  of  fishing  and  of  trading  with  the  Natives." 

The  Treaty  having  been  concluded  on  the  16-28  day  of  February  1825, 
the  ten  years  specified  in  the  last  mentioned  Article  did  not  expire  until 
the  28th  February  of  the  present  year.  Jiut  notwithstanding  this  the  Rus- 
sian authorities  on  the  Coast  issued  on  the  15-27  May  1834  a  notification  to 
Foreign  Merchants  vessels,  that  henceforth  no  trade  would  be  allowed  with 
the  Indians  within  the  Territory  of  Russia  ;  and  in  virtue  of  the  same  noti- 
fication warned  off  the  British  expedition  which  arrived  oflF  the  Stikine 
River  on  the  18th  June  18.34.  But  the  British  Expedition  although  entitled 
under  the  Treaty  to  frequent  and  trade  in  the  waters  of  the  Russian  Dom- 
inion until  the  expiration  of  the  above  mentioned  period  of  10  years  had 
not  been  fitted  out  with  that  view  but  was  undertaken  for  the  purpose  of 
exercising  the  Right  secured  to  the  British  subjects  forever  by  the  sixth 
article  of  the  Treaty  "  To  navigate  freely  any  of  those  streams,  which  in 
•'  their  course  towards  the  Pacific,  cross  the  line  of  demarcation  upon  the 
"line  of  Co.'.st  described  in  the  Treaty,"  and  the  ultimate  object  of  the  Expe- 
dition was    o  form  a  settlement  within  the  British  Territory. 

The  obvious  meaning  of  the  6th  Article  of  the  Treaty,  is  that  British 
Settlers  should  have  opportunity  of  conveying  to  the  sea,  the  produce  of 
their  industry,  notwithstanding  that  the  coast  itself  is  in  the  possession  of 
Russia.  And  His  Majesty's  Government  certainly  do  not  imagine  that  the 
Cabinet  of  St.  Petersburgh  will  be  disposed  to  set  up  in  opposition  to  the 
clear  stipulation  of  the  Treaty  the  argument  used  by  the  Russian  Authori- 
ties in  justification  of  their  conduct,  namely  that  the  formation  of  the 
intended  British  Establishment  might  prove  injurious  to  Russian  commerce. 
The  Treaty  recognizes  no  such  monstrous  principle  as  involved  in  that  argu- 
ment. On  the  contrary  the  fifth  article  stipulates  "  That  no  establishment 
"  shall  be  formed  by  either  of  tae  two  parties  within  the  limits  assigned  by 
"  the  two  preceding  Articles  to  the  possessions  of  the  other  "  and  therefore 
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clearly  implies  that  the  respective  Governments  contemplated  the  formation 
of  New  Establishments  within  their  respective  Territories  and  the  subsequent 
article  secured  to  all  British  establishments  then  formed,  or  thereafter  to  be 
formed,  a  free  communication  with  the  ocean  through  the  Territories  of 
Russia. 

No  less  unfounded  is  another  pretence  set  up  by  the  Russian  authorities 
as  a  ground  of  justification  for  their  conduct  and  which  they  seek  to  draw 
from  the  second  article  of  the  Treaty.  That  article  stipulates  that  "  in 
"  order  to  prevent  the  right  of  navigating  and  tishing  exercised  upon  the 
"  ocean  by  the  subjects  of  the  High  contracting  parties,  from  becoming  the 
"  pretext  fur  an  illicit  commerce  it  is  agreed  that  the  subjects  of  His 
"  Britannic  Majesty  shall  not  land  at  any  place  where  there  may  be  a 
"  Rusniau  Establishment  without  the  permission  of  the  Governor  or  Cora- 
"  mandant."  It  does  not  appear  that  the  British  Expedition  referred  to  in 
the  present  papers,  had  any  design  whatever  to  land  at  a  Hussian  Establish- 
ment, or  to  carry  on  Commerce  of  any  kind  upon  the  Coast.  But  even  if 
the  British  Expedition  had  manifested  any  disposition  to  land,  the  Russian 
Authorities  could  only  have  been  justified  in  preventing  them  from  doing 
BO — and  could  have  no  right  whatever  to  prevent  the  Expedition  from 
passing  up  the  River.  With  regard  to  the  further  allegations  of  the 
Russian  Authorities  "That  the  6tli  Article  of  the  Convention  can  have  no 
"  application  to  such  Rivers  as  the  Stikine  upon  which  shores  there  is  no 
"  British  Establishment  in  the  interior  and  which  is  besides  an  insignificant 
"  and  shallow  River,  and  interrupted  by  Cataracts  in  such  a  manner,  as 
"  not  to  be  adapted  for  facilitating  the  communications  with  the  British 
"  possessions  in  the  Interior." 

The  fifth  article  of  the  Treaty  disposes  of  the  first  part  of  this  allegation 
and  with  regard  to  the  latter  part  of  it  I  have  only  to  observe  that  the  6th 
Article  of  the  Treaty  contains  no  limitations  as  to  the  size  depth  or 
character  of  the  Rivers,  to  which  it  is  applicable  but  declares  generally 
"  That  the  subjects  of  His  Britannic  Majesty  from  whatever  quarter  they 
"  may  arrive,  whether  from  the  ocean,  or  from  the  Interior  of  the  Conti- 
"  nent,  shall  forever  enjoy  the  right  of  navigating  freely  and  without 
"  hindrance  all  the  Rivers  and  Streams  which  in  their  course  towards  the 
"  Pacific  Ocean,  cross  the  line  of  demarcation  upon  the  line  of  coast 
"  described  in  Article  III  of  the  present  Convention."  I  cannot  conclude 
my  observations  upon  this  subject,  without  expressing  some  surprise  that  the 
Russian  Authorities  at  the  very  moment  that  they  were  driving  the  British 
Expedition  away  from  the  coast  by  threats  of  actual  violence  should  quote 
the  11th  Article  of  the  Convention  which  provides  that  "  in  every  case  of 
"  complaint  on  account  of  an  infraction  of  the  articles  of  the  present  Con 
"  vention,  the  civil  and  military  authorities  of  the  High  contracting  parties 
"  without  previously  acting  or  taking  any  forcible  measure  shall  mj,ke  an 
"  exact  and  circumstantial  Report  to  their  respective  Courts." 

Neither  can  I  pass  over  the  unbecoming  Declaration  of  the  Russian 
Captain  Zareml)o,  to  the  superintendent  of  the  British  Expedition,  that  his 
instructions  were  tt)  prevent  the  Expedition,  and  that  by  those,  and  not  by 
the  Treaty  would  he  \)e  guided. 

His  Majesty's  Government  cannot  entertain  a  doubt  of  the  existence  on 
the  part  of  Russia  of  a  disposition  to  execute  with  good  faith  the  provisions 
of  the  Treaty  and  are  convinced  that  the  conduct  of  the  local  authorities 
was  unsanctioned  by  the  Government  at  St.  Petersburgh,  and  will  be  dis- 
avowed by  that  Government. 

Your  Excellency  is  therefore  instructed  to  bring  the  subject  without 
delay  before  the  Russian  Cabinet,  to  claim  redress  and  compensation  for 
the  British  subjects  who  have  been  thereby  aggrieved  and  to  express  the 
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confident  expectation  of  His  Majesty's  Government  that  such  orders  will 
be  given  to  the  Russian  Authorities  on  the  coast  as  may  prevent  the 
recurrence  of  similar  violation  of  the  Treaty. 


F.  O.  1638, 

America, 

1836-08. 


New  Vork 
Tribune, 
April  1st, 
1867. 


Washinotos,  April  2nd,  1867. 


Confidnntial. 
No.  102. 


My  Lord, — The  Russian  Government  have  entere<l  into  a  Treaty  ceding 
the  whole  of  their  possessions  in  North  America  to  the  United  States  for 
seven  million  dollars. 

The  Negotiation  was  conducted  with  the  greatest  secrecy,  nor  was  it 
known  until  the  Proclamation  of  the  President  appeared  summoning  an 
extra  Session  of  the  Senate  to  consider  it  together  with  other  executive 
questions  of  interest.  The  Russian  Minister  states  the  motives  of  the 
sale  to  be  the  little  value  and  unproductive  nature  of  the  Territory,  the 
expense  of  the  force  necessary  to  protect  it  and  preserve  order,  and  the 
desire  of  getting  rid  of  a  possession  which  may  ultimately  involve  them  in 
questions  with  the  United  States — But  considering  the  condition  of  the 
Turkish  Empire  and  the  ambitious  views  of  Russia  in  that  ([uarter;  the 
aggressive  policy  of  the  United  States  undisguisedly  bent  on  ruling  North 
America  without  a  rival — And  recollecting  that  (Jreat  Britain  is  the  oppo- 
nent common  to  both,  it  seems  not  unreasonable  to  infer  that  the  object  of 
Russia  is  to  provide  the  means  of  neutralizing  the  eft'orts  of  (Jreat  Britain 
in  the  event  of  antagonism  in  the  East.  The  United  States  will  find  means 
of  evading  a  settlement  of  the  questions  arising  out  of  the  late  war  with 
Gt.  Britain,  they  will  base  claims  for  cession  of  British  Columbia  or  other 
territory  as  satisfaction  for  what  Mr.  Seward  calls  the  political  wrong  and 
material  injury  done  to  the  United  States  by  the  recognition  of  the  Con- 
federates as  belligerents,  and  there  will  be  an  understanding  between  the 
two  Powers  as  to  the  proper  period  for  carrying  out  simultaneously  their 
projects.  (Unless  a  great  change  takes  place  in  public  opinion,  I  regret  to 
say  that  this  policy  will  meet  with  general  support  in  the  United  States. 
France  has  receded  from  Mexico  before  the  menaces  of  this  country,  Russia 
makes  sacrifices  to  gain  her  friendship,  and  it  only  remains  to  humiliate 
Great  Britain  to  complete  the  self  satisfaction  of  this  people.  It  would 
seem  however  that  the  republican  party  are  not  by  any  means  satisfied  as 
to  the  value  of  the  purchase,  as  they  are  certainly  indisposed  to  givo  their 
sanction  to  a  measure  which  must  redound  to  the  credit  of  the  administra- 
tion. 

The  article  I  enclose  from  the  New  York  Tribune  gives  the  views  of  that 
party  and  it  is  certain  that  the  Treaty  will  meet  with  considerable  opposi- 
tion in  the  Senate  on  financial  and  economical  grounds.  1 1  may  be  doubted 
whether  the  extension  will  prove  a  .source  of  strength  to  the  United  States, 
bub  it  will  certainly  act  prejudicially  to  our  interests  as  a  step  towards  the 
absorption  of  this  Northern  continent. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

With  the  highest  respect, 
My  Lord, 
Your  Lordship's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

FREDERICK  WRIGHT-BRUCE. 
The  Lord  Stanley,  M.P., 
<Scc.     &c.     dec. 
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Endorsement. 


1867  Washington  April  2nd. 

Sir  Fred  Wright-Bruce 

Contidential  No.  102.     1  enclo 

Reed  April  14  By  ineasgr  to  N.  York 

Russian  Treaty  with  the  U.S. 

She  cedes  her  possessions  in  N.  America  to  the  U.  S.  for  7,000,000 

dollars. 
Article  fr  N.  York  "  Tribune  " 


F.  O.  1638, 
America, 
1835-08, 
No.  117. 


St.  Petersburgh, 

April  4,  1867. 


My  Lord, — I  received  on  the  evening  of  the  Ist  Instant  Your  Lordship's 
Telegram  of  that  date  relative  to  the  sale  of  the  territory  of  Russia  in 
America  to  the  United  States,  and  I  lost  no  time  in  endeavouring  to  obtain 
some  information  on  the  subject.  The  result  of  my  enquiries  as  I  had  the 
honor  to  report  by  Telegram  the  same  evening,  was  that  the  alleged 
arrangement  had  been  under  negotiation  for  some  time,  but  that  no  infor- 
mation of  its  having  been  completed  had  been  received  from  the  Russian 
Minister  at  Washington,  information  however  which  subsecjuently  arrived, 
as  I  reported  in  my  telegram  of  the  3rd  instant.  The  reason  given  to  me 
for  the  sale  was  that  the  Russian  American  Company  though  receiving  an 
200.000  rubles,  annual  Subvention  of  two  hundred  thousand  rubles  from  the  Government, 
was  almost  in  a  state  of  bankruptcy,  its  stock  having  fallen  from  one 
hundred  and  fifty  rubles  to  seventy-five  or  eighty,  and  that  while  the  terri- 
tory was  therefore  a  source  of  expense  instead  of  profit  to  the  Empire,  it 
would  be  entirely  incapable  of  being  defended  during  war,  if  measures  wore 
taken  for  its  conquest  by  a  maritime  Power.  During  the  two  days  which 
followed  I  found  that  I  was  almost  the  only  person  in  society  who  appeared 
to  have  heard  of  the  transaction,  and  many  persons  holding  important 
official  appointments  to  whom  I  spoke  of  it,  treated  my  information  as 
unfounded.  It  was  not  till  the  4th  Instant  tiiat  the  repoit  in  the  London 
Papers  became  generally  known,  when  two  of  the  leading  organs  of  the  press 
here  declared  it  to  be  unworthy  of  belief,  and  insisted  that  a  report  of  the 
kind  could  only  have  been  circulated  by  the  enemies  of  Russia,  for  it  was 
incredible  that  she  would  sell  a  portion  of  Her  territory  and  a  number  of 
her  orthodox  Subjects  and  wound  the  National  feelings  of  the  Country  for 
dollars  *^^®  paltry  sum  of  seven  millions  of  dollars,  of  which  at  least  three  millions 

7,000,000.  would  have  to  be  paid  to  the  Russo- American   Company,  as  an  indemnity 

for  the  withdrawal  of  its  charter,  which  had  only  recently  been  renewed  for 
a  term  of  twenty  years.  The  next  rumors,  according  to  these  papers,  would 
be  the  sale  of  the  Crimea,  the  Caucasus  or  the  Baltic  Provinces.  The 
"  Viest "  the  organ  of  the  aristocratic  Party,  alluded  to  the  report  as  one  of 
the  aburd  stories  frequently  invented  about  Russia  on  the  Continent.  The 
Moscow  Gazette  has  not  yet  mentioned  the  subject,  but  i  am  told  that  the 
impression  produced  at  Sloscow  was  of  a  most  painful  character.  Under 
an  apparent  apprehension  therefore  of  further  and  more  positive  expressions 
of  dissatisfaction  on  the  part  of  the  Press,  the  enclosed  notice  acknowledging 
that  the  sale  had  been  effected  for  Commercial  objects,  and  hinting  that  it 
might  also  advance  the  political  interests  of  the  Empire,  was  circulated  here 
on  the  8th  instant  in  a  flying  Supplement  to  the  "  Journal  of  St.  Peters- 
burg "  with  a  view  to  calm  the  public  mind  until  the  Government  are  in  a 
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F.  O.  IB-SS, 

America, 

1835-68. 


position  to  reveal  the  exact  nature  (>f  the  transaction.  These  criticiatna 
however  have  not  prevented  the  stock  of  the  Company  from  rising  nearly 
100  per  cent.  Prince  Oortchakofl"  on  my  referring  to  the  transaction  at 
a  recent  interview  with  His  Excellency,  spoke  of  it  as  l)eing  without  any 
political  importance,  and  as  having  been  entered  into  for  entirely  economical 
reasons,  and  He  expressed  satisfaction  at  the  English  Press  having 
apparently  taken  this  view  of  it  and  as  having  considered  it  more  calmly 
than  that  of  Russia. 

I  said  it  might  have  been  considered  a  friendly  act  on  the  part  of  the 
Russian  Government  if  She  had  afforded  Her  Majesty's  Government  or  the 
Government  of  Canada  an  opportunity  of  purchasing  the  territory  which 
has  been  sold,  but  that  their  not  having  done  so,  wa.s  materially  unimport- 
ant as  I  felt  assured  it  would  not  have  been  bought — I  have  the  honour  to 
be,  with  great  truth  and  respect. 

My  Lord, 
Your  Lordship's  most  obedient 

humble  servant 


The  Right  Honble. 

Lord  Stanley,  M.P. 
etc.  etc.  etc. 


(Signed)     ANDREW  BUCHANAN. 


Endorsed:  j867  St.  Petersburg,  April  4th,  Sir  A.  Buchanan  No.  117. 
Reed.  Apl.  15,  by  L.  M.  Webster.  Sale  of  Russo-American  Territory  to 
U.  States 


Draft 

Sir  a.  Buchanan 

No.  71 


Foreign  Office,  Apl.  16,  1867. 


Sib, — T  have  to  acquaint  your  Excy :  that  H.  M.  Government  approve 
the  language  you  held  in  your  convn.  with  Prince  Gortchakow,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Sale  of  the  Russian  territory  in  America  to  the  United  States, 
as  reported  in  your  Despatch  No  :  117  of  4th  Inst :  you  were  quite  right  in 
saying  that  if  the  Territory  had  been  offered  for  sale  to  this  Country  it 
would  not  have  been  bought ;  the  offer  might  have  been  "n  act  of  courte-sy 
on  the  part  of  the  Russian  Govt,  but  it  would  certainly    •  Vv  been  declined. 

Endorsed:  Draft  Sir  A  Buchanan,  No.  71  F.O.  Apl  16  1867.  Approving 
language  to  Pr.  Gortchakow  respg.  sale  of  Russian  Territory  to  United 
States. 

Russia — 


.,:a' 


,   \ 


FOREIQN  OFFICE  CORHSSPONDKNClll. 


In  replying  quote  the  following  Initial  Letter 

M 


F.  O.  1638, 
Ani«!rica 

1835-08. 


Admiralty,  Srd  October,  1867. 

Sir, — With  refrmnce  to  the  reported  cession  of  RuHHian  America  in  the 
Paoitic  to  th«  United  States,  I  am  commanded  by  My  Lords  Commissioners 
of  the  Admiralty  to  state  for  the  fnforniation  of  Lord  Stanley  that  they 
consider  it  desirublo  that  the  water  Boundary  between  the  British  and  Rus 
sian  Poss'  ssions  in  the  Pacific  should  be  clearly  defined.  The  terms  of  the 
Boundaries  an;  ^'iven  in  the  text  of  the  Treaty  of  1825,  but  tiieir  Ijordships 
aro  not  aware  that  they  were  ever  defined  on  any  Map  or  Chart.  The 
Coast  was  surveyed  by  Vancouver  in  the  years  1792  3  4  and  the  names  of 
the  Boundaries  ustd  in  the  Treaty  are  those  given  by  him  in  the  Survey. 
There  has  never,  to  their  Lordships  knowledge,  been  any  dispute  between 
Russia  and  this  Country  as  to  the  actual  limits  of  tlie  respective  Posses- 
sions, and  there  is  a  Hudson's  Bay  settlement  within  a  few  miles  of  our 
Northern  Boundary,  but  written  Conventions  are  frequently  in  a  measure 
vague  and  have  before  now  b«>en  interpreted  differently  by  Parties  inter- 
ested. In  the  case  of  the  Oregon  Treaty  of  1846  many  years  have  been 
extended  in  profitless  discussions.  Land  and  Water  Commissions  '<ave 
been  employed  at  an  enormous  expense — and  the  question  still  r<  is 
unsettled  from  the  omission  to  have  the  Boundary  even  generally  1 

on  a  Chart.  My  Lords  would  therefore  suggest  for  the  consider^....  ot 
Lord  Stanley  that,  in  the  event  of  Russia  having  made,  or  hereafter 
making,  any  communication  to  Her  Majesty's  Government  on  the  subject 
of  the  cession  of  Her  Territories  in  America  to  the  United  States,  arrange- 
ments should  be  made  with  the  Russian  Govt,  for  having  the  Water 
Boundaries  between  Russian  and  British  Possessions  clearly  defined  on  a 
Chart,  and  that  Russia  should  obtain  the  acquiescence  of  the  United  States 
to  the  Boundaries  thus  defined. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant 

J.  H.  BRIGGS. 
The  Right  Honble. 

E.  Hammond 

FoKKiGN  Office 


Endorsed:  October,  1867.  Want  the  water  boundary  betw sen  English  ii 
Russian  Possessions  on  Pacific  coast  of  America  to  be  clearly  defined.  De- 
partmental minute. 


F.  0. 1638, 

America, 

1836-68. 


Oct  3, 


Foreign  Ofiice,  Octobc-  15.  1867. 


Draft 

Sir  a.  Buchanan 
No:  192 


Sir, — You  will  perceive  from  the  inclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Admi- 
ralty that  it  is  considered  desirable,  with  the  view  of  avoiding  any  question 
hereafter,  that  H.  M's  Govt.,  should  be  in  possession  of  the  exact  position 
and  extent  of  the  Territories  in  America  ceded  by  Russia  to  th)  United 
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Htates,  and  that  the  water  boundnry  betweon  the  Kritinh  and  UusHian 
Pos.sessioMH  in  thn  Pat-ilic  .sliould  b«  cli'iirly  (l»'fii»«'d.  T  Imvo  accordingly  to 
inHtruct  you  lo  ciiiii'dvour  to  iiiducu*  tlie  KuNHian  Govt,  to  carry  out  the 
wiHhoH  ot"  the  Admiralty  as  wet  forth  in  their  letter. 

EadorMil :   Dft.  Hir  A.  nuehanan,  No.  192  I'.O.  Ort.  Ii't,  1S67. 
(Copy  of  hittttr  from  Admiralty  askinjj  exact  extnnt  of  hirritory  cet/eil  by 
Jin.xsia  to  Alueriru.     To  Hiul  out) 


F.  o.  io;w, 

Arni'rica, 
1835-08. 


St.  Pktkrmuuhoh,  October  23,  1867. 


Vonjidp.ntial 
No.  .'505. 


Mv  LoKD, — At  a  recent  interview  with  Princn  (JortchacofV  1  pliieed  in 
His  Excellency's  hands  an  extract  from  the  letter  of  the  Admiralty,  of 
which  a  copy  was  enclosed  in  Your  Lordship's  he.spatch  No.  192  of  the 
15th  inst.,  and  I  expressed  a  hope  tli  it  he  would  be  disposed  to  comply 
with  the  wish  of  the  Lords  Coniiiii  sinners,  that  the  Water  IJoundaries 
between  the  Huswian  possessions  in  America  lately  ceded  to  thi^  I'nited 
Htates,  and  those  of  (Jreat  liritain,  should  be  cleaily  defined  on  a  Chart, 
and  that  Russia  should  obtain  the  ac(|uieHcenco  of  the  Unileil  States  to 
the  boundaries  thus  defined.  From  the  manner  in  which  Prince  (lort- 
chacofl'  received  this  proposal,  1  fear  there  is  little  probability  of  his  acced- 
inji(  to  it.  He  said  the  territory  was  already  cerled  to  the  I'nited  States 
and  that  he  could  not  enter  into  any  neijotiations  with  them  as  to  the 
meaning  of  tha  Treaties  which  designated  its  lioiindaries,  which  was  now  a 
question  for  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  discuss  with  the  Cabinet  at 
Washington.  A.s  lie  said  also  that  he  did  not  understand  what  was  meant 
by  a  Water  Uoundary,  I  suggested  that  if  he  refer  to  the  Treaty  of  1825 
and  to  the  Topographical  Department  of  the  Government,  he  would  obtain 
full  information  on  the  point,  and  I  said  it  was  not  improbable  that  the 
Boundary  refeired  to  might  be  already  defined  on  the  Russian  Charts. 
He  said  that  if  any  such  Chart  existed  lie  ini;:ht  perhaps  be  able  to  com- 
municate it  to  Her  Majesty's  Government  but  he  hid  no  communication  to 
make  to  them  on  the  subject  of  the  cession  of  the  territories  formerly  pos- 
sessed by  Russia  in  America. 

I  asked  whether  there  was  any  probability  of  his  being  prepared  to 
speak  to  me  attain  on  th<!  subject  before  the  departure  of  the  Messenger, 
but  he  said  he  did  not  understand  clearly  what  was  wanted  and  he  must 
therefore  decline  for  the  pre.sent  .saying  anything  whatever  about  it.  He 
asked  me,  however,  to  leave  the  extract,  which  1  had  communicated  to 
him,  of  the  Admiralty  letter,  and  promise  J  to  have  the  subject  inquired 
into  with  every  wish  to  do  what  would  Vje  agreeable  to  Her  Majesty's 
Government. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

with  the  highest  respect. 
My  Lord, 
Your  Lordship's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 


ANDREW  BUCHANAN. 


The  Lord  Stanley,  M.P. 


■t. 


10 
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F.  O.  1638, 

America, 

1885-68. 


'm 


Endorsed  :  1867  St.  Petersburg,  Oct :  23.  Sir  Andrew  Buchanan  No  : 
365.  Confidential — Reed.  Oct.  28  per  Messr.  Haworth.  Conversation 
with  Prince  Gortchacoflf  respg  Water  Boundary  between  British  and  late 
Russian  possessions  in  N.  America. 


No.  366. 


St.  Petersbukgh,  October  23,  1867. 


My  Lord, — With  reference  to  Your  Lordship's  Despatch  No.  192  of  the 
15th  instant  on  the  subject  of  the  Water  Boundary  between  the  Russian 
possessions  in  America  lately  ceded  to  the  United  States,  and  those  of 
Great  Britain  on  the  Pacific,  I  have  the  Honour  to  enclose  herewith  a 
translation  of  the  Treaty  for  the  cession  of  these  territories,  which  has  been 
published  in  this  day's  "Journal  de  St.  Petersburgh"  and  I  also  enclose  a 
Russian  Chart  corrected  to  1864,  on  which  the  land  Boundary  line  is 
traced,  and  consequently  shows  the  point  at  which  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Russian  Government,  the  Water  Boundary  lira  in  Portland  Channel 
terminates. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

With  the  highest  respect, 
My  jjord. 
Your  Lordship's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 


The  Lord  Stanley,  M.P. 


ANDREW  BUCHANAN. 


Endorsed :  1867.  St.  Petersburgh,  October  23.  Sir  A.  Buchanan  No. 
366.  Two  inclosures  Reed.  Oct  28  By  Messr.  Haworth.  Water  Boundary 
between  British  &  Russian  newly  acquired  possessions  in  North  America. 


F.  O.  1638, 

America, 

1835-08. 


No.  370. 
Most  confidential. 


St.  Petersburgh,  October  24,  1867. 


My  Loru, — With  reference  to  my  despatch  No.  366  of  the  23rd  instant, 
I  have  ascertained  from  a  confidential  source,  that  on  an  American  map, 
delivered  to  the  Russian  Government  and  attached  to  the  Russian  copy  of 
the  Treaty  for  the  cession  of  the  late  Russian  possessions  in  America  to  the 
United  States,  the  Water  Boundary  between  the  possessions  acquired  by 
the  United  States  and  the  territory  of  Russia  is  traced,  but  that  the  map 
does  not  extend  far  enough  East  or  South  to  include  the  Water  Boundary 
between  the  possessions  of  Great  Britain  and  the  ceded  territory. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

With  the  highest  respect. 
My  Lord, 
Your  Ix)rdship's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

ANDREW  BUCHANAN. 
The  Lord  Stanley,  M.P. 
(fee,     ttc,     &c. 

Endorsed:  No.  370  Reed.  Oct  28  per  Messr.  Haworth  has  learnt  that 
Water  Boundary  between  British  and  late  Ruosian  possns.  in  N.  America 
is  not  marked  on  U.S.  Map. 
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F.  0-1638, 

America, 

1835-68. 


Foreign  Office,  October  28,  1867. 


Draft. 
Admiralty. 


Qjj,  ^  Sir, — I  am  directed  by  Lord  Stanley  to  transmit  to  you  to  be  laid  before 

Buchanan,  the  Lords  Commrs.  of  the  Admiralty  the  accompanying  copies  of  Despatches 
Nos.  365,  366,  from  H.  M's  Ambassador  at  St.  Petersburgh  containing  information  with 
reference  to  the  wish  expressed  in  your  letter  of  the  3rd  instant  that  the 
Water  Boundaries  between  the  Russian  possessions  in  America  lately  ceded 
to  the  United  States  and  those  of  Great  Britain  sbould  be  cleary  deiined 
on  a  Chart. 


370. 


Endorsed:  Dft.  Admiralty  F.O.  Oct.  28,  1867  Water  Boundary  between 
British  and  Russian  America  Copies  of  Sir  A.  Buchanan  Nos.  365,  366  »fe 
370  respy. 


F.  O.  1638, 

America, 

1836-68. 

Memorandum 


St.  Petersburgh,  October  30,  1867. 


No.  373 


T/:  My  Lord  : — With  reference  to  my  despatch  No.  365  of  the  23rd  instant 
marked  confidential,  I  regret  to  say  that  my  fear  has  been  realized  that  the 
Russian  Government  would  decline  acceding  to  the  wishes  of  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  respecting  the  Water  Boundary  between 
the  late  possessions  of  Russia  in  America  and  those  of  Gt.  Britain  on  the 
Pacific. 

Prince  Gortchacoff  informed  me  today  that  he  had  communicated  on  the 
subject  with  the  Minister  of  Marine  and  the  chief  of  the  Russian  Topo- 
graphical Department,  and  that  the  only  information  they  had  enabled  him 
to  give  me,  was  contained  in  a  Memorandum  whicli  he  placed  in  my  hands, 
and  which  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  herewith.  As  his  Excellency  said 
that  Water  Boundaries  were  never  traced  on  maps,  I  replied  that  I  thought 
Governments  generally  attached  maps  to  Treaties  in  cases  like  the  present, 
in  which  such  water  Boundaries  were  traced  ;  and  as  I  asked  whether  the 
Boundary  between  the  possessions  cedeii  io  the  United  States  and  the 
Asiatic  territories  of  Russia  had  not  ben i  defined  in  this  manner,  I  was 
surprised  to  receive  an  assurance  from  1\  ;s  Excellency,  that  such  a  measure 
had  not  been  considered  necessary. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

With  the  highest  respect, 
My  Lord, 

Your  Lordships,  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 


ANDREW  BUCHANAN. 


The  Lord  Stanley,  M.P. 
ikc.     ttc. 


&o. 


Endorsed :  1867  St.  Petersburgh  Oct :  30  Sir  Andrew  Buchanan  No.  373 
1  enclosure  Reed.  Novem  :  4  per  Messr  from  Berlin  — Prince  Gortchacoff 
states  that  Water  Boundary  was  not  marked  between  late  Russian  possns. 
in  N.  America  and  Asiatic  Russian  territory. 
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F.  0.  1638, 
America, 

(-■  i.  - 

1835-68. 

Draft 

1"- .' 

Colon'  il  Office 

t 

E.n.   . 

I''- 

r.  1 

Foreign  Office,  Dec.  9,  1867. 


Sib, — I  have  laid  before  Lord  Stanley  your  letters  of  the  19th  and 
20th  November  and  of  the  3rd  instant  asking  for  His  fjordship's  opinion  as 
to  the  instructions  that  should  be  sent  to  the  Governor  of  Vancover's  Island 
on  certain  points  connected  with  the  cession  of  Russian  America  to  the 
United  States,  and  T  am  directed  by  His  Lordship  to  state  to  you  in  reply 
for  the  information  of  H.  G.  the  D.  of  Buckingham  and  Chandos,  that  he 
does  not  see  on  what  ground  Great  Britain  could  object  to  the  establish- 
ment of  an  American  military  post  opposite  Fort  Simpson. 

With  regard  to  the  facilities  respecting  cattle  requested  by  the  United 
States  officers.  Lard  Stanley  considers  that  they  should  in  common  courtesy 
be  granted  independently  of  their  being  beneficial  to  the  Colony — His 
Lordship  also  thinks  that  the  Governor  should  give  his  advice  if  asked  for 
to  the  American  authorities  respecting  the  control  over  the  Indians  and 
that  if  he  could  arrange  the  river  limit  it  might  be  desirable  to  do  so,  that 
is  to  say  if  the  possession  of  one  or  more  Hocky  Islets  is  likely  to  be  of 
importance.  Lord  Stanley  will  consult  the  Queen's  Advocate  as  to  how  far 
under  Intern.itiona!  Law,  the  United  States  are  now  bound  by  the  Treaty 
between  Groat  Britain  and  Russia  of  1825. 

Endorsed  ■  Dft.  Colonial  Office.  E.  H.  F.  O.  Dec.  9,  1867.  Cession  of 
Russian  N.  America  to  U.  S.  Facilitie.s  as  to  Cattle  should  be  given  to 
the  U.  S.  Auths  a  river  limit  settled  if  possible. 

(Colonial  Office  Dec.  3. ) 
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